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CHAP. LVIIL 



Origin and Numbers qf the Firjl Crufadp. — CliO' 
rasters of the Latin Princes. — Their March 
to Conftantinople. — Policy qf the Greek Em-' 
peror Akaius. — Conquejl of Nice^ Antiochj 
and Jerufalem^ by the Franks. — Deliverance 
qfthe Holy Sepulchre. — Godfrey of Bouillon^ 
Firji King of JerufaUm. — In/litutions of the 
French or Latin Kingdom. 

ABOUT twenty years after the conqueft of p « * ^ 
Jerufalem by the Turks, the holy fepul- lviil \ 
chre was vifited by an hermit of the nan)e of ^ — "v— -^ 
Peter, a native of Amiens, in the province of cmfade, 
Picardy ' in France. His refentment and lym- A.D. 

' Whimfical enough is the origin of the name of Picards^ and from ^^^^^ the 
whence of PicardUy which does not date earlier than A. D. izoo. It ™"*"^ 
VOL. ;w. B * wa? 



^ THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, pathy were excited by his own injuries and the 
^^^\ oppteffion of the Ghriftian name ; he mingled 
his tears with thofe of the Patriarch, and ear- 
nelily enquired, if no hopes of relief could be 
entertained from the Greek Emperors of the eaft. 
The Patriarch expofed the vices and weaknefs of 
the fuecelToTs of Conftantine. ** I will roufe/' 
exclaimed the hermit, " the martial nations of 
Europe in your caufe }*' and Europe was obe- 
dient tcp' the call of the hermit. The aftoniflied 
Patriarch drfmifled him with epiftles of credit and 
complaint ; and ilo fooner did he land at Bari, 
than Peter hailened to kifs the feet of the Ro- 
man pontiff. His itature was fmall, his appear- 
ance contemptible j but his eye was keen and 
lively; and he poffeffed that vehemence of 
ipeech, which feldom fails to impart the per- 
iujtfion of the Ibul*. He was born of a gen- 
tleman's iamily (for we muft now adopt a mo- 
dem idiom), iand his military fervice was under 
the neighbouring counts of Boulogne, the he- 
toes of the fitft crufade. But he foon relin- 
quilfaed the fword and^ the world j and if it be 
true, that his wife, however noble, was aged and 
ugly, he might withdraw, with the lef»relu6lance, 

tnA an acadettiical joke^ an epithet firft applied to the quarrelfome 
humour of thofe ftudentsy in the Univeiiity of Parisj who came from 
the frontier of Fituice'and¥bnders(VaIefii Nothia Galliarum, p. 447. 
Longueni89 Defcription de la France^ p. 54.). 

* William of Tyre (1. i. c. 11. p. 637, 638.) thus defcribes the her- 
mit » puiillu8> peifona contemptibilis, vivacis ingenii^ et occulum ha- 
htOB perfpicacem gratumque, et fponte fluens ei non deerat eloquium. 
See Albert Aqueniis, p. 185. Ouibert> p. 48 z. Anna Comnena in 
AIe^aftd> 1. x. p. %$4y &c. with BuctngeV notes^ p. 549* 

IX from 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 3 

from her bed to a convent, and at length to an c H A p. 
hermitage. In this auftere folitude, his body ^^^^^ 
was emaciated, his fancy was ii^flamed ; what- 
ever he wifhed, he believed ; whatever he be- 
lieved, hefaw in dreams and revelations. From 
Jerulalem, the pilgrim returned an acccfmpliftied 
fanatic j but as he excelled in the popular mad- 
nefi of the times. Pope Urban tlie Second re- 
ceived him as a prophet, applauded his glorious 
de%n, promifed to fupport' it in a general 
council, and encouraged him to proclaim the 
deliverance of the Holy Land* Invigorated by 
the approbation of the Pontiff, his zealous mif- 
fionary traverfed, with fpeed and fuccefs, the pro- 
vinces of Italy and France. His diet was abfle- 
mious, his prayers long and fervent, and the alms 
which he received with one hand, he diftributed 
with the other: his head was bare, his feet naked, 
his meagre body was wrapt in a coarfe garment j 
he bore and difplayed a weighty crucifix ; and 
the ais on which he road was fan^lified in the 
public eye by the fervice of the man of God. 
He preached to innumerable crowds in the 
churches, the ftreets, and the highways : the 
hermit entered with equal confidence the palace 
and the cottage; and the people, for all was 
people, was impetuoufly moved by his call to re- 
pentance and arms. When he painted the fuffer- 
ingsof the natives and pilgrims of Paleft in e, every 
heart was melted to compaffion ; every breafl 
glowed with indignation, when he challenged the 
warriors of the age to defend their brethren, and 

B 2 . refcue 



4 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, refcue their Saviour : his ignorance of art and 
\^J^^^ language was compenfated by fighs, and tears, 
and ejaculations ; and Peter fupplied the defi- 
ciency of reafon by loud and frequent appeals to 
Chrift and his Mother, to the faints and angels of 
paradife, with whom he had perfonally converfed. 
The moll perfe6l orator of Athens might have 
envied the fuccefs of his eloquence : the ruftic 
enthufiaft infpired the paffions which he felt, and 
Chriftendom expefted with impatience the coun- 
fels and decrees of the fupreme Pontiff.. 
Urban H. Themaguanimous fpiritof Gregory the Seventh 
in the had already embraced the defign of arming Eu- 
Pbcentia, ^^P^ agaiuft Afia ; the ardour of his zeal and am- 
A.D. bition ftill breathes in his epiftles: from either 
M^k - ^^^ ^^ ^^^ Alps, fifty thoufand Catholics had 
enlifted under the banner of St. Peter ^ ; and his 
fucceffor reveals his intention of marching at 
their head againfl: the impious fe6laries of Ma- 
homet. But the glory or reproach of executing, 
though not in perfon, this holy enterprife, was 
referved for Urban the Second \ the moll faith- 
ful of his difciples. He undertook the conqueft 
of the Eafl;, whilff the larger portion of Rome was 
poffeffed and fortified by his rival Guibert of 
Ravenna, who contended with Urban for the 



3 Ultra quinqiuginta millLi, fi me poflunt in expeditione pro duce 
et pontifice habere> annata mand volunt in inimicos Dei infui^ere et 
ad fepulchrum Domini ipfo ducente pervenire (Gregor. vii. epiil. ii. 
J I. in tom. xii. p. 322. concil.). 

* See the original lives of Urban H. by Pandulphus Pilanns and 
Bemardus Gufclo> in Muratori, Rer. Ital. Script, toip. iii. pars i. 

name 
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name and honours of the pontificate. He at- chap 
tempted to unite the powers of the Weft, at a 
time when the princes were feparated from the 
church, and the people from their prince^, by 
the excommunication which himfelf and hispre- 
deceffprs had thundered againft the Emperor and 
thie King of France. Philip the Firft, of France, 
fupported with patience the cenfures which he 
had provoked by his fcandalous life and adulter- 
ous marriage. Henry the Fourth, of Germany, 
afferted the right of inveftitures, the prerogative 
of confirming his bifliops by the delivery of the 
ring and crofier. But the Emperor's party was 
cruihed in Italy by the arms of the Normans and 
the Countefs Mathilda; and the long quarrel had 
been recently envenomed by the revolt of his fon 
Conrad atid the fhame of his wife% who, in the 
lynods of Conftance and Placentia, confefled the 
i]pi2inifold proftitutiohs to which fhe had been ex- 
pofed by an hufband^ regardlefs of her honour 
and his own^ So popular was the caufe of 

Urban, 

' She is known by the different names of Praxes^ Enpraecia^ Eu- 
frafia> .a9d Addais ; and was the daughter of a Ruffian Prince^ and 
the . widow of a margrave of Brandenburgh. Struv. Corpus Hift. 
Gfermanica, p. 340* 

^ Henricus odio earn coepk habere: ideo incarceravit earn, ^t 
concei^t ut plerique vim ei inferrent ; immo filium hortans ut earn 
fubagitaret (Dodechin, Continuat. Marian. Scot, apud Baron. A. D, 
1093, N 4.). In the fynod of Conftance, flie is defcribed byBerthoL- 
dus, renim infpedlor : quae fe tantas et tarn in inauditas fomicationum 
fpurcitiasy et a tantis paiFam fuifle conqueila eft, &c. and again at 
Placentia : fatis mifericorditer fufceph, eo qudd ipfam tantas fpurcitias 
non tam commifliile quam invitam pertulifle pro certo cognoverit papa 
cum fan<5ia fynodo. Apud Baron. A. D. 1093^ ,N a* 1094, N 3. 
A rare fubJe<Sl for the infallible decifion of a pope and council Thefe 

B 3 abominations 
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CHAP. Urban, fo weighty was his influence, that th6 
^^P^* , council which he fummoned at Placentia^ was 
corapofed of two hundred bifhops of Italy, 
France^ Burgundy, Swabia, and Bavaria. Four 
thoufand of the clergy, and thirty thoufa^d of the 
laity, attended. this important meeting; and as 
the moft fpacious cathedral would have bejBn in- 
adequate to the multitude, the feffion of feven 
days was held in a plain adjacent to the city. 
The ambafladors of the Greek Emperor, Alexius 
Comnenus, were introduced to plead the diftreft 
of their fovereign and the danger of C^mftanti* 
nople, whieh was divided only by a narrow fea 
from the vifl;orious Turks, the common enemies 
of the Chriftian name. In their fuppliant addfeft 
they flattered the pride of th6 Latin prtnces; and 
appealing at once to their policy and religion, ex- 
horted them to repel the Barbarians on the con- 
fines of Alia, rather than to expeft them in the 
heart of Europe. At the fad tale of the mifery 
ftnd perils of their Eaflern brethren, the afiembly 
burfl: into tears: the mofli eager champions de- 
clared their readinefs to march ; and the Greek 
ambafladors were difmifled with the afllirance of 
a fpeedy and powerful fuccour. The relief of 
Conftantinople was included in the larger and 
mod difl:ant projeft of the deliverance of Jeru- 

ftbomisuitiont are repugnant to every principle of human nature) which 
k not altered by a difpute about rings and enters. Yet it (hould ieem* 
^t the wretched woman was tempted by the priefts to relate or fub^ 
icribe fome infamous ftories of herfelf and her huibond* 

^ See the najprative and aiSls of the fynod of Flacentiai Concil. tono. xii. 

falem; 
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falem ; but the prudent Ucbaa a^j^urne^ the c h A p. 
final decifion to a fecoad fynod, y^hifik h^ pro^ < Jl!™^ 
poiied to celebrate in fome city of France in the 
autumn of the fame year. The ihort delay wouldf 
propagate the flame of enthufiafm; and his firn^ft 
hope was in a nation of foldi^rs% ftill proud of 
the pre-emineace of their name, and ambitious to 
emulate their hero Gharlemagqe^, who, in the 
popular romance of Turpin*°, h«d atchieved: the 
conqueil of the Holy Land* A latent motive of 
aife^ion or v^ijiity might influence the choice of 
Urban: he wag himfelf a aative of Prance, a 
monk of Clugny, «nd tbe firft of hisi countrymen, 
who afcended tb# thjo»e of St. Peter, The Pope; 
had illuilrated his ifa,aMly and province ; nor i^ 
there perhaps a mpr^ e^quifite gratificatwn tb2m 
to revi^t, in a confpiciious dignity, :lihe hujQilpile 
and laborioua fcenes pf Qvr yautlu 

' Guiberty iumf^ ^ Fren^)iouny pnifes th^ pip^ ^4 vi|Iour of tlut 
French ^tion> the author a^id example of the cniddes: Gep^ nobilis, 
ppudens) beIlicoia» dapfilis et lutida . • • • Quo« enim Brit»|ie8» 

homines appdlemuB I .(p*il78.} ^e owns^ however, diat this vivacity 
of the French degenerates intQ petulance anfiong foreigners (p*483.) 
j»id vm l»qHji p y»ifiwft (»• $93"^ ' 

> Pter Tijnfn qyiun jan^uduni Curdiu/liagoiia miiifteua m^, Fmi^ 
coram aptari fecit ufque C. P. (QcAa. finmcfnuxi^ :p*$., Si^pWr^. 
Moaack. UiiL fflutxfi l» i. jh 139 Ice 

"^ John Tilpi^u^i^ orlWpinus, was Archbifiiop of Stkektas, A»i!>* f^$i 
After the ye^ JOOOt this romance was ccmnpoiid i^ \]$ aam^ iff a 
monk of die borders of France and Spain ; and fueh 2^49 tiile idea ol^ 
ecdefialtica! merit, diat Ke deferibes himfelf as a fighting and dviiiking 
prieft ! Yet the book of Ues w^ proDovinotd authentic by Fbpe*Ca« 
Kxtns If. (A. D. xi«ft)9 lu«l is relp«aMy quoted by the Abbot 
SKiger, in the great Chronicles ^f Sl Denya (Fabric. B^liot. Lati9« 
medii iBviy edit. Manfiy torn. iv. p. i6x.]k 

»4 ,ft 
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CHAP. It may occafion fome furprife that the Roman 
y ^^ ^ pmitiff fliould ere6l, in the heart of France, the 
CouncU of tribunal from whence he hurled his anathemai^ 
^^A™n**' againft the King; but our furprife will vaniih fo 
1095, foon as we form a juft eftimate of the King of 
November. France of the eleventh century". Philip the 
Firft was the great-grandfon of Hugh Capet, the 
founder of the prefent race, who, in the decline 
of Charlemagne^s pofterity, added the regal title 
to his patrimonial eftates of Paris arid Orleans. 
In this narrow compafs, he was poiflfefled of wealth 
and jurifdi6tion ; but in the reft of France, Hugh 
and his firft defcendanti^ were no more than the 
feudal lords of about fixty dukes and counts, of 
independent -and hereditary power", who diC 
^ dained the control of laws and legal affemblies^' 
jtnd whofe difregard of their fovereign was re-- 
venged by the difbbedienfce of their inferior 
vaffals. At Clermont, in the territories of the 
Count of Auvergne'% the Pope might brave with 
impunity the refentment of Philip; and the 
council which he convened iri that city was not 

" See Etat de la Francoj by tlie Count de BdtilaiiiviUierB) torn, u 
p. 180— x8»* and the fecond volume of the Obfervn^iNis iur THiftoire 
de Francey by the Abbe de Mably. 

" In the provmces to the fouth of the Loire^ the fiift Capetianj v«re 
icarcely allowed afendal fuprenxacy • On all iide8> Norxn^mdy^Bretagney 
AquijUuny Buxi^ndyi LoiTame> and FlanderS) contra^ed the name and »- 
limits of lAuR proper France. See Hadrian Valef, Notitia Galliarum. 

'^ Thefe counts* a younger branch of the dukes of Aquitalne> wera 
at length defpoiled of the greateft part pf their country by Philip 
Augtifius. The bifhops of Clermont grfidually. became princes of 
the city. Melanges^ tires d'une grande Bibliotheque, torn. xxxvL 

14 lefs 
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lefsnumerousorrefpe^tablethanthefynodof Pla- c H A p*. 
centia'^ Befides his court and council of Roman , ^7?' 
cardinals, he was fupported by thirteen archbi- 
fhops and two hundred and twenty-five bilhops ; 
the number of mitred prelates was computed at 
four hundred ; and the fathers of the church were 
bleffed by the faints, and enlightened by the 
do6lors of the age. From the adjacent kingdoms,, 
a martial train; of lords and knights of power and 
renown, attended the council '% in high expecta- 
tion of its refolves j and fuch was the ardour of 
zeal and curiofity, that the city was filled, and 
many thoufands, in the month of November, 
ere6led their tents or huts in the open field.' A- 
feffion of eight days produced fome ufeful or edi-^ 
fying canons for the reformation of manners j a^ 
fevere-cenfure was pronounced againft the licence 
of private wlar ; the ^truce of Grod*^ was con- 
firmed, a fufpenfion of hoftilites dtiring four djjy»i 
of the week ; women and priefts were, placed, 
under the fafeguard of the church ; and a pro^ 
te6lion of three years was extended to huiband* 
men and merchants, the defencelefs victims of 
military rapine. ■ But a law, however venerable 
. . . • J.- 

^* See the adls of the council of Clennont> ConciL torn, xiu 
p.8a9» &c. 

" Confluxenint ad concilhim e muItXB regionibusj viri potentes et 
konoratiy innumeri quamvis cingulq laicalis militiae faperbi (Baldric^ an' 
eye-witneft, p. 86^ — 88. Robert. Mon. p. 31, 3a. WiH, Tyr. i. 14,- 
15. p. 639 — 641. Guibcrt, p. 478 — 480. Fulcher. Garooty p. 382.)*" 

''^ The Truce of God (Treva, or Treuga Dei) was firft invented in 
Aquitain, A.D. 103 a ; blamed by fome bifhc^s as an occafion of perjury, 
and reje<5led by the Normans as contrary to their privileges (Ducange» 
Gloff. Latin, torn. vi. p. 68»— 685.). ' 

be 
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CHAP.* be the ian^on, cannot fuddenly traneferm t\w 
^^^^^ temper of the times ; and the benevolent efforts 
of Urban deferve the lefs praile, fince he laboured 
to appeafe fome domeftic quarrels, that he might 
^ead the flames of war from the Atlantic to the 
£uphrate$. From the iynod of Placentia, the 
rumour of his great defign bad gone forth among 
tiie nations: the clergy on their return had 
preached in every diocefe the merit and glory of 
the deliy^ance of the Holy Land ; and when the 
l^ope afcended a lofty fcafTold in the market-place 
of Clermont, his eloquence was addreffed to » 
well-prepared and impatient audience. His topics 
were obvious, his exhortation was vehement, his 
fiiccefs inevitable. The orator was interrupted 
by the fliout of tboufands, who with one voice, 
and in their ruftic idiom, exclaimed aloud, " God 
** wills it, Gojl wills it ' V^ ff It is indeed the 
*^ will of God,^* replied the Pope ; *f and let this 
** memorable word, the infpiratipn furgly of the 
** Holy Spirit, be for ever adopted as your cry 
** of battle, to animate the devotion and cou- 
** rage of the chimpions of Chrift. His croft is 
** the fymbd of your ftlvation j wear k, a red, 
^* a bloody crofe, as an external mark on your 

r 

'^ JfffiUivuIifDKUJvtdtLwuih/^ pucft4Ccbioatipnx)f theqla;^;;^ who 
Doderftood LaIia (Robert* Moiu Li. p« ^^^ 3y the ilUteate laity, wJia 
fpoke the Provincial or Limoiifi» idion^ it. wa« corrupted to pa4S h 
'tfokf or Die^ W iwiu fiee Chron« CuJUnQofe^ iiv. c, xi. p. 49.7. ik 
Muratoriy Script. Reruin^ Ital. ^m. iv. aod Duca^ge (Diflertat. xi. 
p« 2Q7« fur Jobvillei and OJoiT. Latin, torn. S« p. 690.)^ whoy in hi» 
pi^acey produces a yery,$fficult fpecimen of the diale(5l of Rpvei^g&Cy 
A. D. 1 100^ very Hear, both in tkofi and plac^ to the cou^ci) of 
Clennont (p. 159 z6.). 

" breafts 



GF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. i, 

** breafts or {houlder$, as a piedsre of Vour facred ip h a p. 



" and irrevocable engagement.*' The propofal ^^^-* 



was joyfully accepted ; great numbers both of the 
cletgy and laity impreffed on their garments the 
fign of the crofe '% and folicited the Pope to 
march at their head. This dangerous' honour 
was declined by the niore prudent fiicceflbt of 
Gregory, who alledged the fchilm of the church, 
and the duties of his paftoral officii, recommend- 
ing to the faithful, who were difqualified by fex 
or profeffion, by age or infirmity, to aid, with 
their prayers and alms, the perfonal fervice of 
their robuft brethren. The name and powers of 
his legate he devolved on Adhemar Bifliopof Puy, 
the firft who had received the crofs at his hands* 
The foremoft of the temporal chiefs was Ray- 
mond Count of Thouloufe, whofe ambafladors in 
the council excufed the abfence, and pledged the 
honour of their Inafter. After the confei&on and 
abfolutioti of their fins, the champions of the crofs 
were difmffled With a fuperlittous admonition to 
invite their countrymen and friends : and theit 
departure for the Holy Land was fixed to the 
fedivalof the Affumption, the fifteenthof Auguift, 
of the enfuing year ^K 

Sd 

"* MoH cottifaatAf dli their llMNilderf» in gold^ or lilk« of «l«tl,, ieuMi 
on their garment |U In the^fifft cnifade^ all weto jred ; in the third, thr 
^rench aldfte ^r6ftrv«d that colouf) while greMUttrofln war^^^adopt^d \if 
tBte.Flemm^> taftA whhe by die £i)glj£h/(Diic!aege« toiH* il. })<6jf.X 
Yet in^Snglaiid^ the te^v*%t appem iBut £ivdtBita» tM$ at it w(N«^ 
the nation^y ookmr «f oiur mifiuiy enfigni aiid tmifbifnilttf 

'' Bo&g:^tt8» iirt^hak publilhed tie origiiitil itailcra of the dru&dfib 
^idoptsy with much complacency) the fanatic tid» of GuibcxtuBy Oefta 
Dei per Francos; though fome critics propofe to read Gefta JJiaboli per 

Francof 
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CHAP. So familiar, and as it were fo natural to many^ 
, ^^^'^ is the praftice of violence^ that our indolgence 
Juftkeof allows the flighted provocation, the moll dif- 
^cru- putable right, as- a fufficient ground of national 
hoftility. But the name and nature of an holi/ 
war demands a more rigorous fcrutiny ; nor can 
we haftily believe, that the fervants of the Prince 
of Peace would unflieath the fwordof deftru6lion, 
unleis the motive were pure, the quarrel legiti- 
mate, and the neceflity inevitable. The policy 
of an adlion may be determined from the tardy 
leflbns of experience ; but, before we a6l, our 
confcience fliould be fatisfied of the juftice and 
propriety of our enterprife. In the age of the 
crufades, the Chriftians, both of the Eaft and 
Weft, were perfuaded of theit lawfulnefs and 
merit ; their arguments are clouded by the per- 
petual abufe of Scripture and rhetoric ; but they 
feem to inlift on theright of naturail and religious 

Francos (Hanovisey 1 6i i^ two vols, in folio). I ihall briefly enumerate^ 
as they ftand in this colle^on> the authors whom I have ufed for the 
firft crufade. I. Gefta Francorum. H. Robertus Monachus, HI. Bal- 
driciis. IV.Raimundas.deAgiles. V.AlbertusAquenfes. VLFulcherius 
Camoteniis. VII. Guibertus. VIII. Wiliielmus Tyrienfis. Muratori 
has given us, IX. Radulphus Cadomenfls de <7eftis Tancredi (Script. 
Rer. Itol. torn. v. p. %%$ — ^333.), and, X. Beraardus Theiaunus de Acr 
qoiiitione. Terr* Sandlse (torn. vii. p. 664 — 848.). The laft of thefe 
was unknown to a kite French hifiorian, who has given a large and 
critical lift of the writers of the crulades (Efprit des Croifades, torn, u 
p. 13— r4i.)» and moft of whofe jadgments my own experience will 
allow me to ratify. It was late before I could obtain a light of the 
French hiftorians collected by Duche&e. I. Petri Tudebodi Sacerdotis 
Sivracenfis Hiftoria de Hierofolymitano Itinere (torn. iv. p. 773 — 815.)^ 
has been transfofed into the firft anonymous writer of Bongaiiius. U.Th« 
Metrical Hiftory of the firft Cruikdey in vii booka»(p. 89a — 9i2.> h 
of imaU value or account. 

defence, 
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defence, their peculiar title to the Holy Land, chap. 
and the impiety of their Pagan and Mahometan ._ '^ 
foes ^°. I. The right of a jufl defence may fairly 
include our civil and fpiritual allies : it depends 
on the exiftence of danger: and that danger muft 
be eftimated by the two-fold confideration of the 
malice, and the power, of our enemies. A per- 
nicious tenet has been imputed to the Mahome- 
tans, the duty of extirpating all other religions by 
the fword. This charge of ignorance and bi- 
gotry is refuted by the Koran, by the hiftory of 
the Muffulman conquerors, and by their public 
and legal toleration of the Ghriftian worfliip. But 
it cannot be denied, that the Oriental churches 
are depreffed under their iron yoke ; that, in 
peace and war, they affert a divine and indefea- 
fible claim of univerfal empire ; and that, in their 
orthodox creed, the unbelieving nations are con- 
tinually threatened with the lofs of religion or 
liberty. In the eleventh century, the victorious 
arms of the Turks prefented a real and urgent 
apprehenfion of thefe loffes. They had fubdued, 
in lefs than thirty years, the kingdoms of Afia, as 1 
far as Jerufalem and the Hellefpont: and the 
Greek empire tottered on the verge of deftruc- 
tion. Befides an honeft fympathy for their bre- 
thren, tbe Latins had a right and intereft in the 
fupport of Conftantinople, the moll important 
barrier of the Weft ; and the privilege of defence 

^ If the reader will turn to the firft fcene of the firft paij of Henry 
the Fourth, he will fee in the text of Shakefpeare the natural feelings 
of enthufiafm ; and in the notes of Dr. Johnfon, the workings of a 
bigotted though vigorous mind, greedy of every pretence to hate and 
perfecute thofe who difTent from his creed* 

miift > 
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CHAP. Dauft reach to prevent, as well as to repel, an 
Lvm. impending affault. But this falutary purpofe 
might have been i^ccompliihed by a moderate 
fuccour; and our calmer reafon muft difclaim 
the innumerable hofls and remote operations, 
which overwhelmed Afia and depopulated Eu- 
rope. II. Palefline could add nothing to the 
ftrength or fafety of the Latins; and fanaticifin 
alone could pretend to juflify the conqueft of 
that diftant and narrow province. The Chrif- 
tians affirmed that their inalienable title to the 
promifed land had been fealed by the blood of 
their divine Saviour: it was their right and duty 
to refcue their inheritance from the unjuft pof- 
ieflbrs, who profaned his fepulchre, and oppreifed 
the pilgrimage of his difciples. Vainly would it 
be alleged that the pre-eminence of Jerufalem, 
and the fan£lity of Palefline, have been abolifhed 
with the Mqfaiclaw; that the God <?f the Chrif- 
tians is not a local deity, and that the recovery 
of Bethlem or Calvary, his cradle or his tomb, will 
not atone for the violation of the moral precepts 
of the Gofpel. Such arguments glance afide 
irom the leaden fliield of fuperftition ; and the 
religious mind will not eafily relinquifh its hold 
on tjie facred ground of myftery and miracle. 
III. But the holy wars which have been waged 
in every climate of the globe, from Egypt to 
Livonia, atid from Peru to Hindoftan, require 
the fupport of fome more general and flexible 
tenet. It has been often fuppofed, and fometimes 
affirmed, that a difference of religion is a worthy 
(jaufe of hoftility ; that obftinate unbelievers may 

bQ 
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be flain or fubdued by the champions of the crofs; CHAP, 
and that grace is the fok fountain of dominion ^_^^°[j. 
as well as of mercy. Above four hundred ye^s 
before the firft cru'ade, the eaftern and weiiern 
.provinces of the Roman empire had beea ac- 
f|uired about the fame time, and in ihe fame 
manner, by the Barbarians of Gerinany and 
Arabia. Time and treaties had legitimated the 
conquefts of the Chri/lian Franks ; but in the 
eyes of their fubje6ls and neighbours, the Maho- 
metan fninces were ftill tyrants and ufurpers, 
who, by the arms of war or rebellion, might be 
lawfully driven from their unlawful poffeffion*'. 

As the manners of the Chriftians were relaxed, Spirituaf 
their difcipline of penance" was enforced; aqd ^dTndui^ 
with the multiplication of fins, the remedies were gences. 
multiplied. In the primitive church, a volun- 
tary and open confeffion prepared the work of 
atonement. In the middle ages, thebifhopsand 
priefts interrogated the criminal; compelled him 
to account for his thoughts, words, and anions; 
and prefciibed the terms of his reconciliation 
with God. But as this difcretiooary power 
might alternately be abufed by indulgence and 
tyranny, a rule of difcipline was framed, to 
inform and regulate the fpiritual judges. This 

" The Hith DifewFfe of F^ury on Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, p. aajr— 
V6i, contains an accurate and rational view of the caufes and effe^s 
4if the crufades. 

*^ The penance, indulgences, &c. of tha middle ages are amply dif- 
cuiled by Muratori (Antiquitat. Italia medii ^vi, torn. v. diflert. Ixviii. 
p-^^-^<76a.)i "*»<1 1>f^M. Chaif (Lettres fur les Jubiles et les Indul- 
^eBces, torn. iL^lettves ai & w. p. 47? — 'SS^*)* with this difference, 
^tithe.sViiies -of &per(Hrion see mildly, perhaps faintly, expofed Iry 
the learned Italian, and peeviihly magnified by the Dutch mimfter. 

mode 
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CHAP, mode of legiflation was invented by the Greeks; 
^^^' their penitentials^^ were tranflated, or imitated, 
in the Latin church ; and, in the time of Char- 
lemagne,- the clergy of every diocefe were pro- 
vided with a code, which they prudently con- 
cealed from the knowledge of the vulgar. In 
this dangerous eftimate of crimes and punifli- 
ments, each cafe was fuppofed, each diifference 
. was remarked, by the experience or penetration 
of the monks; fome fins are enumerated which 
innocence could not have fufpe6led, and others 
which reafon cannot believe; and the more ordi- 
nary oiFences of fornication and adultery, of per- 
jury and lacrilege, of rapine and murder, were 
expiated by a penance, which, according to the 
various circumftances, was prolonged from forty 
days to feven years. During this term of mor- 
tification, the patient was healed^ the criminal 
was abfolved, by a falutary regimen of fafts and 
prayers: the diforder of his drefs was exprfiffive 
of grief and remorfe; and he humbly abftained 
from all the bufipefs and pleafure of fecial life. 
But the rigid execution of thefe laws would have 
depopulated the palace, the camp, and the city: 
the Barbarians of the Weft believed and trem*^ 
bled; but nature often rebelled againft principle; 
and the magiftrate laboured without effe6l to en- 
force the jurifdi6lion of the prieft. A literal 
accomplifhment of penance was indeed impra6li- 

^^ Schmidt (Hiftoire des Allemands, tom.ii. p.2ii<*-22o. 454— » 
46a.) gives an abibradl of the Penitential of Rhegino in the nhithy and 
of Burchard in the tenth, century. In one year, five-and-diirty mur* 
den were perpetrated at Worms. 

cable i 
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table ; the guilt of adultery was multiplied by c H a p. 
daily repetition ; that of homicide might involve , ^^™* 
the maflacre of a whole people ; each a6l was 
feparately numbered j and, in thofe times of 
anarchy and vice, a ipodeft finner might eafily 
incur a debt of three hundred years. His infoL 
yency was relieved by a commutation, or induU 
gence : a year of penance was appreciated at^ 
twenty.fix Jolidi ^ of filver, about four pounds, 
fterling for the ricbj at three folidi, or nine, 
ihillings, for the indigent : and thefe alms were 
foon appropriated to the ufe of the church, which 
derived, from the redemption of finSjj an inex- 
hauflible fource of opulence and dominion. A 
debt of three hundred years, or twelve hundred 
pounds, was enough to impoverifli a plentiful 
fortune ; the fcarcity of, gold and filver was fup- 
plied by the alienation of land ; and the princely 
donations of JPepin an 4 Qharlemagne are exprefsly 
given for the remedy of their foul. It is a maxim 
of the civil law, that whofoever cannpt pay with 
bis purfe, muft pay with his body ; and the prac- 
tice of flagellation was adopted by the monks, a 
cheap, though painful, equivalent. By a fan- 
taftic arithmetic, a year of penance was taxed at 
three thoufand laflies *^ j and fuch was the Ikill 
and patience of a famous hermit, St. Dominic of 

^.Tili the xiith centuiyy we may fupport the dear account of xH 
denarih or pence* to the/olidusf or flulling; and xx/oIiM to the pound 
weight of filvery about the pound fterling. Our- money is diminiihed 
to a thirdy.and the French to a fiftieth* of this primitive ftandard. 
. '^ Each century of lalhes was fan<Stified with the recital of a plalm » 
and the whole Pfidter* with the accompaniment of 15*000 ftripes* w«s 
cqpuvalent to five years* 

VOL. XI. c the 
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CHAP, the Ir6n Cuiraft*', that in fix days he could 
t^^^V . difcharge an entii'e century, by a whipping of 
three hundred thouland ftripes. His e^simple wad 
ibllowed by rt^any penitents Of both fexes j and, 
as a vicarious fkcridce was accepted, a fturdy 
difciplinarian might expiate on his own bdck the 
fins of his benefk6tors *^ 'Thefe compenfationg 
of the purfe and the perfon introduced, in 
the eleventh century, a more honourable mode 
of feti^fadlion. The merit of military fervice 
againd the Saracens of AfHca and Spain, had 
been allowed by the predeceflbrs of Urban the 
Second. In the council of Clermont, that pope 
proclaimed a plenary indulgence to thofe who 
fhould enlift under the banner of the crofs; the^ 
abfolutlon of all their fins, and a ftill receipt for 
dff that might be due of canonical pehance*"^ 
The cold philofophy of modern times is incapable 
Of feeling the impreflion that was made on a 
finflil and fanatic world. At the voice of their 
paftor, the robber, the incendiary, the homicide,* 
arofe by thoufands to redeem their fouls, by re-- 

*^ The Li£e and AtdutV^mtfits of St. Dotiiiiiic Loricatus was com-* 
pofed by his friend and admirery Peter Damianus. See Heuryy Hift. 
Ecdef. torn. xiii. p. 96 — 104. Barpnius, A. D. 1056, N* 7. who 
obferves from I>aiiiiann69 how fliihionabIe» eveh amokig laditt of 
quality (fublimis generis)^ thi« expiation (purgatorii genus) was grown. 

'7 At a quarter, or eveil half a rial a laih, Sancho Paiiza was a 
cheaper, and poffibly not a more difhoneft, workman. I remember 
iti Fere Labat (Viiyag^ft en Italie, tom. vii. p. i6'-^«9.) a Vety lirely 
pi<!lure of the deaterky i^ Qtut ci thefe artifts. 

^ Quicunque pro foU devoti(me, non pro hotiorii vel peeimiie adep*' 
done, ad liberandion eccleiiam Dei Jerufidem profess fueritf ket 
iQud pro omni pobfiitentia reputetur. Canon. ConciL Claromont. ii. 
p. 829. Guibert ftyies it novum ialutis genus (p. 472«X ^^ ^ almoft 
philofophlcal on the fubjedl* 

peating 
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peatmg on the infidels tbefame deeds wfeich they chap. 
Irad exercifed againft their Cbriftian brethren; , ^^^^• 
and the terms of atonement were eagerly em- 
braced by oftendersr of every rank and denotoi- 
nation/ None were pure; none were exempt 
from the gtiilt and penalty of fin ; tmi thofe 
who were the leaft amenable to the juftice of 
<Jod and the church, were the beft entitled to 
the temporal and eternal recompence of their 
pions- courage. If they fell, the fpirit o£ the 
Latin clergy did not hefitate to adorn their tomb 
with the crown of martyrdom '^ ; and fhould' 
tfiey ftirvive, they could expedl without impa- 
tience the delay and idcreafe of their heavenly 
reward. They offered their \A6od to the Son of 
God, wiio had laid down bis life foi" their falva- 
tion : they took up the crofs, and entered with 
confidence into the way of the Lord. His pro- 
vidence would watch over their fatety ; perhaps 
his vifible and miraculous power would fmooth 
the difficulties of their holy enterprife. The 
cloud and pillar of Jehovah had marched before 
the Ifraelites int<]i the promifed land. Might 
not the Chriftians more reafdnably hope that the 
•rivers would open for their paflage; that the 
walls of thd Itrongeft cities would fall at the' 
(bund of their trumpets ; and that the fun would 
be arrefted in his mid-career, to allow them time 
for the deftrn^lion of the infidels?? 



*Sudi at ledH w« the befief df tfe cruladefsj tad ftich af the tifti- 
forta. ftyls of the hiflorians (£%rit dee Crotfades^ tott. til. p. 477.)$ but 
the prayer for the repofe of their fouIs> is inconiiftent in orthodox 
theology with the Ot^s of uartyrdbixu 

c a Of 
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CHAP. Orthe chiefs and foldiers who marched to the 
' ^^1j ^^^y ^^P^chre, I will dare to affirm, that all 
Temporal Were prompted by the Q)irit of enthufiafm j the 
and carnal belief ojF merit, the hope of reward, and the af- 
furance of divine aid. But I am equally per- 
fuaded, that in mant/ it was not the fole, that in 
Jbme it was not the leading, principle of a6tion. 
The ufe and abufe of religion are feeble to ftem, 
^ they are llrong and irrefiflible to impel, the 
llream of national manners. Againfl the private 
wars of the Barbarians, their bloody tournaments, 
licentious loves, and judicial d^els, the popes, 
and fynods might ineffeflually thundqr. It is a 
more eafy talk to provoke the metaphyfical dif- 
putes of the Greeks, to drive into the cloifter 
the vi6lims of anarchy or defpotifm, to fimfilify 
the patience of flaves and cowards, or to aflume 
the merit of the humanity and benevolence of 
modem Chriftians. War and exercife were the 
reigning paffions of the Franks or Latins ; they 
were enjoined, as a penance, to gratify thofe 
paffions, to vifit diilant lands, and to draw 
their fwords againfl the nations of the Eafl. 
Their vi6lory, or even their attempt, would im- 
mortalize the names of the intrepid heroes of the , 
crofs ; and the pureft piety could not be infen- 
lible to the moft iplendid proQ)e6t of military 
glory. In the petty quarrels of Europe, they 
Ihed the blood of their friends and countrymen, 
for the acquifition perhaps of a caftle or a village. 
They could march with aladrity againfl the di£> 
tant and hoflile nations who were devoted to 
their arms: theirfancy already grafped the golden 
lo fceptre^ 
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fceptres of Afia; and the conqueftof Apulia and C H A 1^ 
ISicily by the Normans might exalt to royalty the ^^^^^ 
hopes of the moft private adventurer. Chriften- 
dom, in her rudeft date, mud have yielded to the 
climate and cultivation of the Mahometan coun- 
tries ; and their natural and artificial wealth had 
been magnified by the tales of pilgrims, and the 
gifts of an imperfefit commerce. The vulgar, 
both the great and fmall, were tatight to believe 
every wonder, of lands flowing with milk and 
honey, of mines and treafures, of gold and dia- 
monds, of palaces of marble and jafper, and of 
odoriferous groves of cinnamon and frankincenfe. 
In this earthly paradife, each warrior depended 
on his fword to carve a plenteous and honourable 
efi:abliffament, which he meafured only by the 
extent of his wiflies^^ Their vaffals and foldiers 
trufted their fortunes to God and their raafl:er: 
the ^ils of a Tdrkifli emir might enrich the 
ineaneft follower of the camp; and the flavour of 
the Wines, the beauty of the Grecian women^% 
were temptationis more adapted to the nature, 
than to the profeffion, of the champions of the 
crofs. The love of freedom was a powerful in- 
citement to the multitudes who were opprefled 

^ The fame liopes were dlipUyed in die letters of the adyenturen ad 
animandos qui in Fxanpia nefiderant Hugh de Reitefte could boai^ 
that his fhare amounted to one abbey and ten caitiesy of the yearly value 
of X500 marksy and that he ihould acquire an hundred cadftles^by ihh 
xonqueft of Aleppo (Guiberdy p. 554, S55»)» 

^' In his genuine or fi^idous letter to the Count of Flanders^ Alexius 
mingles with the danger of the church, and the relics of faints, the auri 
et argent! amor, and pulcherrimarum fceminarum voluptas (p. 476.) ; 
as if, fays the indignant Gtiibert, the Greek women were handfomer 
tfi9n thoft of France. 

c 3 ty 



tz THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, by feudal or ecclefiaftical tyranny. Under tlnn 
f L^-!^Lj ^^y %^» ^^^ peafants and burghers, M^ho y^^B 
attached to the iervitnde of the glebe^ might 
jefcape from an haughty lord, and tranfplant 
themf^ves and their families to a land of liberty* 
The monk might releafe himfelf from the difci- 
pline of hi? convent : the debtor might fufpen4 
the accumulation of ufury, and the purfuit of hie^ 
creditors; aiwJ outlaws and mAlefa3;ors ctf erery 
cad might continue to brave the laws and elude 
the punifliment of their crimes^'. 
Influence Thefe motjives were potent and numerous: 
»npie. 'when we have fingly computed their weight on 
the J93ind of e^ch individud, we muft add the in- 
finite ierie^, the multiplying powers of ^jg^mple 
and fafl^ion* The firft profelytes became the 
warmeft wd mo& effectual miffionaries of th^ 
cvo&i among their friends and countrymen tk^y 
preached the duty, the merit, and the recom" 
pence, of their holy vowj aj^ the woft relwc 
tai?t hearers were infenfibjy drawn within the 
whirlpool pf perfuafion and awthprity. The 
Uftartial youths were fired by the reproach or fitt 
picion of (cowardice ; the opportunity of vifiting 
with an army the fepulchre of Chrift, wa^ ^»r 
braced by the old and infirm, by women and 
children, who confulted rather their ^eal than 
their ilrength ; and thofe whp in the evening 
had derided the foUy of their companioos, were 
the moft eager, the enfuing day, to tread in their 

^' See the privjilc^s of itlie Crucx^tgnafh fr^edo^pa frp?ji\d*t, Hfwiy, 
uyury, ftciilar jiOUce, &c. This pope ww dieir p^rpettpl f»^dui» 
(Ducangey torn. ii. p. '65 1> 650* )• 

footfteps. 
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fbot((ey[>s« The ignorance, whiqb magoificfd the c « A P. 
hopes, diminiflied the perils, of the enterprife. 
Since the Turkifli conqueft, the {^th$ of pilgri- 
mage w^reobiitei'atedj the chiefs thetnfelves had 
an imperfeft notion of the length of the way 
^nd tl^e ftate of* their enemies; and fuch was the 
Ulipidity of the people, that, at the fight of the 
firft city or c^ftle beyond the limits of their 
knowledge, they were ready to aik whether that 
w^s not th« Jerufhletn, the term and object of 
tbej r lalH>pr6. Yet the more prudent of the 
crusaders, who were not fare that they fhould 
be ^ from heaven with a (bower of quails or 
]p^qa» provided themfelves with thofe precious 
i^^tl^s, which, in every country, are the repre- 
ftntotives pf every comtnodity* To defray, ac- 
cording to their rank, the expences of the road^ 
princes alienated their provinces, noblts their 
lands and caiiles, peafants their cattle and the 
inftrwmente. of bnlbfindry. The value of pro^ 
peity was dep^f cuated by the eager competition 
of 0ialtitw}^il{ while the price of arms and horfes 
was rf^fed to an e^^orbitant height by the wants 
^nd impMien.^ of ihe buyers^. Thofe who re« 
m^-ined at home, with £bnfe and money, were 
^nri^hed by tbe e^demicfd difeafe: the fove- 
reign$'apqujfed at a cheap rate the domains 6f 
their vafltb; and the ^clefiaitical purchafers 

^^ Guibert (p. 481.) paints in lively colours this general emotion. He 
was one bf the few contemporaries who had genius enough to feel the 
;|ft0]ftiihbig'£:e]Kt that w«fe paffia^ hefcm their eyes. £rat itaqueVidere 
miracuhua aato omam mfuite, atque tiH venderey 8cc, 

c 4 completed 
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CHAP, completed the payment by the aflurance of their 
f; Y^' prayers. The crofs^ which was commonly fewed 
on the garment, in cloth or filk, was infcribed by 
fome zealots on their fkin t an hot iron, or inde* 
lible liquor, was applied to perpetuate the mark; 
and a crafty monk, who fliewed the miraculous 
impreffion on his bread, was repaid with the 
popular veneration and the richefl benefices of 
Paleftine3^ 
Departure The fifteenth of Auguft had been fixed in the 
of the firft council of Clermout for the departure of the 
^A.D?* pilgrims: but the day was anticipated by the 
1096, thoughtlefs and needy crowd of plebeians ; and I 
Mj^v, ic. ^^"^ briefly difpatoh the calamities which they 
infli6ted and fu^ered, before I enter on the more 
ferious and fuccefsful enterprife of the chiefi, 
V Early in the fpring, from the confines of France 
and Loiraine, above fixty thoufand of the popu- 
lace of both fexes flocked round the firft mif^ 
fionary of the crufade, and prefled him with cla» 
morous importunity to lead them to the holy 
fepulchre. The hermit, afluming the oharadter^ 
without the talents or authority, of a general, 
impelled or obeyed the forward impulfe of his 
votaries along the banks of the Rhine and Da- 
nube. Their wants and numbers fooq compelled 
them to feparate, and his lieutenant, Walter 
the Pennylefs, a valiant though needy fbldier, 
conduced a vanguard of pilgrims, whofe condi^r 

^ Some inftances of ih^k Jigmata are given- in the £^t dee Crai* 
is^d^9 (torn. iii. p. 1699 &c.) from authors whew I have nqt ieeiu 

tioq 
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tion may be determined from the proportion of C H A p. 
eight horfemen to fifteen thoufand foot. The ex- ^^^* 
ample and footileps of Peter were clofely purfued 
by another fanatic/ the monk Godefcal, whofe 
fermons had fwept away fUleen^r twenty thou- 
&nd peafants from the villages of Germany. 
Their rear ^as again prefled by an herd of two 
hundred thoufand, the mod ftupid and favage 
refufe of the people, who mingled with their 
devotion a brutal licence of rapine, profiitution, 
and drunkennefs. Some counts and gentlemen, 
at the head of three thoufand horfe, attended 
the motions of the multitude to partake in the 
Ipoil ; but their genuine leaders (may we credit 
fuch folly ?) were a goofe and a goat, who were 
carried in the front, and to whom thefe worthy 
Chriftians afcribed an infufion of the divine 
fpirit '^ Of thefe, and of other bands of en- 
thufiails, the firft and moft eafy warfare was 
againft the Jews, the murderers of the Son of 
God. In the trading cities of the Mofelle and 
the Rhine their colonies were numerous and 
rich J and they enjoyed, under the protection of 
the Emperor and the bifliops, the free exercife 
pf their religion ^% At Verdun, Treves, MentZj 

Spires, 

^^ Futt et sUiud fcelns deteftablle In hac coagragatione pedeftris.populi 
ftuUi et. vefimae • leviUtiSf emjerem quendam divino. fpiritu aflerebant 
afBatuin» et capeltam noii< mmut eodem repletam^ et has fibi duces fe- 
cundae vi^e feceraiit» ^. (Albert. Aquenfisy 1. i. c. 31. p. 196 ). Had 
thefe peafants founded an empire^ they might have introduced^ as in 
£gypt> the worihijp of animals^ which their philofophic defcendants 
would have gloiled over with fome fpecious and fubtle allegory. 

^^ Bexyamin of Tudela defcribes the ftate of his Jewiih brethren from 
pol9|iic along the Rhine: they were rich^ generous^ learned, hofpitable, 

and 
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CHAP* Spires, Worms, mauiy thpufonda c^ that; unliappy 

, ^^' ^ people were pillaged and maiiracred ^^ : nor had 

they felt a more bloody ftroke fiwe the p^rfecu- 

tion of Hadrian* A remnitnt was iaved by '^he 

firnmefs of their bilhops, who accepted a feigned 

and tranfient converfion ; but the mpre obftipatfs 

Jews opp<^ed their fanaticifin to the ianatici^nt 

of the Chriflians, barricadoed thdir hpu^, and 

precipitating themlelv^, their families, and their 

wealth, into the rivers or the flamea., diiappointed 

the malice, or at leaft the avariqe, pf their im^ 

placable foes. 

^he de- Between the frontieiis pf Auilria and the feat 

Hi^]^'" of the Byzantine monarchy, the ^ufaders were 

and Afia, compelled to traverfe an ioterval pf iix hundred 

A.D.1096. ^iigg . tji^ ^ijj ^j^ defplate countries pf Jiun-* 

gary '^ and Bulgaria. The foil is fruitful, wd 
interfered with rivers ; but it was then Qovered 
with mprafles and fareiM» which i|)read tp ia 
boundlefs extent, whenever num has ce«^d to 
exercife his doqiinioaover the earth. Both na« 
tions had imbibed the rudiments pf Chriftiapity } 
the Hungarians were nded by their n^ifciw 

and Uvetf la iba #agfr hopf of tkelf eQ^ (Voyage tama. p«M3v^24ir 
par Baratier). In feventy years (he wrote about A. D. z 1 70) diey had 
recovenpd from thefe xnailacres. 

^ TI1C& flaaifiuares fad ^epradattont on l&e Jmnf which were re*- 
aewed at each cnifiuk) ai« /M/(f rested. • It it true» that StBefaard 
(epift. $6$. torn. L pw $^.) adnoniihes the Ovitatai Fnnkt» mm fast 
pofeqiHSBdi Judcjly non funt trucidaadl. Tha contfary doAriaa had 
been preached by a rintai ino^k. 

^ See the conten^orary deTcription of Hungary m Otho of Frifiii|^» 
l.ii. c. 3X. in Murator^ Script. Renim ItalicanuO; tonii. vi. p. 66^9 665. 

pritie«3^ 
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pdoces; the Bulgarian by a lieutenant of the c H A p. 
CrreeJk emperor; but on the flighteft provocation^ J^^^ 
their ferocious nature was rekindled, and ample 
provocation was affi)rded by the difbrders of the 
firft pilgrims. Agriculture muft have been un- 
Ikilful and languid among a people, whofe cities 
were built of reeds and timber, which were de- 
&rted in the Ihmmer feaibu for the tents of hun- 
ters and Ihepherds. A fcanty fupplyof provifions 
was rudely demanded, forcibly fei^ed, and gree- 
dily confumed ; and on the firft quarrel, the <:ru- 
faders gave a loofe to indignation and revenge. 
But their ignorance of the country, of war, and 
of difdplini^* e^rpoied them to ^very fnare. Tbf 
GrxCek pr^fe^ of Bulgaria commanded a r^ul^r 
i&w^\ at the trumpet of the Hungarian king^ 
tke eight:h or the tenth of bis martial fubje^ts 
bent theijr bows and mounted on horfeback ; 
their policy was infidipu^, and their retaliaiioo 
on tbefe pioH» robbei:$ was imreJ^rnting an4 
bloody ^^ About a third of the iwk^d fugitives, 
and the hei:mit Peter w^ of* the number, efcaped 
tQ tbe Thratpiaii iwountain3 % «nd the l^mperof , 
irb^ i^fi^[)^f^b^ tb;e pilgri^^agv and f^ccour of 
t^ XilCrifi^, condm^t«d them by fecar^ and e«fy 
journMs \fi Cf^antinopl^, ,$M94 advifed them tQ 
awa^ 4;he v(snss^ pf th^ir brethf eo» |*or a irhil^ 

^ 7^^ old Hupeariansy without escpeptin^ Turotzlysy aife ill in£orme(i 
of llw fiift cnrfkdey ^iv^iich Qief involve In \ fingle palfilge. Katona» 
like ourfelveS) can only quote die writers of France ; but \ni ppfi^^^cty 
with local fcience the ancient and modem geography. Ante portatn 
C^rofh U SttfOTBrnat 9i^ ; JlifaUnJiUaf Z«ailin ; fihwius MaroCf 
Scvui ; LuUsxt haiiL ; Msfohr^ckt or Harfebwrgy Ouar, or iiofen t 

they 
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CHAP, they retnembered their faults and lofles ; but no 
^^* ^ iboner were they revived by the hofpitable en- 
tertainment, than their venom was again in- 
flamed ; they ftung their benefad;or, and neither 
gardens, nor palaces, nor churches, were iafe 
from their depredations. For his own fafety^ 
Alexius allured them to pafs over to the Afiatic 
fide of the Bofphorus; but their blind impetuofity 
Ibdn urged them to defert the ftation which he 
had affigned, and to ru(h headlong againft the 
Turks, who occupied the road of Jerufalem, 
The hermit, confcious of his fliame, had with- 
drawn from the camp to Conftantinople ; and 
bis lieutenant, Walter the Pennylefi, who was 
Worthy of a better command, attempted without 
fuccefi to introduce fome order and prudence 
among the herd of lavages. They feparated 
in queft of prey, and themfelves fell an eaiy 
prey to the arts of the Sultan. By a rumour 
that their foremoft companions were rioting in 
the Ipoils of his capital, Soliman tempted the 
main body to defcend into the plain of Nice ; 
they were overwhelmed by the Turkifli arrows ; 
and a pyramid of bones ^^ informed their com- 
panions of the place of their defeat Of the firft 
crufades, three hundred thoufand had already 
periflied, before a fingle city was refcued from 
the infidels, before their graver and more noble 
brethren had completed the preparations of their 
enterprife *'. 

, ^ ArauL Comnena (Alexiai» L z. p. aS;*) defcnbes this oraw xo^tmg 
tt a mounuin v^riKoit xeu 0aJ^ xeu vKanroi e^toXByvnirw, In the 
fiege 0f Nicc^ filch were uTed by the Frankf themftlyet z$ the nat^ 
nab of a wall. 
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CHAP. None of the great fovereigns of Europe em- 
^J;]JJfJj barked their perfons in the firft crufade. The 
The chiefs Emperoi Henry the Fourth was not dilpofed to 
cfAe firft obey the fummons of the pope: Philip the Firft of 
France was occupied by his pleafures j William 
Rufus of England by a recent conqueft; the! 
Kings of Spain were engaged in a domeftic war 
againfl the Moors; and the northern monarch^ 
of Scotland, Denmark**, Sweden, and Poland, 
were yet ftrangers to the paflions and intferefts of 
the South, The religious ardour was more 
ftrongly felt by the princes of the fecond order, 
who held an important place in the feudal fyftem. 
Their lituation will naturally cafl under four dit 
tin6l heads the review of their names and cha* 
rasters ; but I may efcape fome needlefs repe- 
tition, by obferving at once, that courage and the 
exercife of arms are the common attribute of 
I. Gtxifrey thefe Chriftiau adventurers. I. The firft rank 
of Bou- ^j^^j^ jjj ^g^j g^jjj council is juftly due to Godfrey 
of Bouillon J and happy would it have been for 
the crufaders, if they had trufted themfelves to 
the fole condudl of that accompliftied hero, a 
worthy reprefentative of Charlemagne, from 
whom he was defcended in the female line. His 
father was of the noble race of the counts of Bou- 
logne: Brabant, the lower province of Lorraine ''^ 

*' The author of the Efprk des Croifades has doubted, and naght 
have dilbelieyed) the crufade and tragic death ctf Ptinoe SaenOi with 
1500 or Z5000 Danes, who was cot offby Siiifan Sdiman in Cappa« 
docia, but Who ftill lives in th« poem of TafTo (torn . iv. p. 1 1 1 -^ z 1 5 .}. 

♦^ The fragments of the kingdoms of Lothariflgia, or Lorraine, were 
broken into the two duchies, of the Mofelle, and of the Meufe ; the 
firH has preferved its name, which in the latter has btcn changed into 
ekat d BraBant (Vale£ Notit. Gait, p, 283-^4^$.}. 

1$ was 



OF TtlE ROMAN EMl>IRE.^ ^t 

Viras the inheritance of his mother ; and by the CH A F- 
Emperor's bounty, he was himfelf invefted with ^^^™* 
that duettl title^ Which has b6eit improperly 
transferred Id his lordlhip of Bouillon in the Ar- 
dennes^*. In the fervice of Heni^ the Fourth, 
he bore the gi^eat itandard of the empire, and 
pierced with his lince the breaft of^Rodolph, the 
rebel king t Godfrey was ^e firft who afcended 
the walls of Rome ; and his fickneft, his vow, 
perhaps his remorfe for bearing arms againll the 
pope, confirmed an early refolation of yiiiting the 
holy fepulchre, not as a pilgrim, but a deliverer. 
His valour was matured by prudence and m<^de- 
ra.tion ; his piety, though blind, was fincere; ^ndy 
in the tumult of a camp, he pra^ifed the real 
and fiaitious virtues of a convent Superior to 
the private faftidns of the chiefs, he referved his 
enmity for the enemies of Ghrift ; and though he 
gained a kingdom by the attempt, his pure and 
difinterefted zeal was acknowledged by his rivals. 
Godfrey of J Bouillon** was accompanied by his 
two brothers, by Euftace the elder, who had 
fucceeded to the county of Boulogne, and by the 
younger, Baldwin, ^ ^hara6ter of more ambi- 
guous virtue. The Duke of Lorraine was alike 
celebrafted on either fide of the Rhine ; from 
bis birth and education, he was equally conver- 



^ See) id the defcription of France^ by the Abbe de Longuerue, the 
articles of Boulogney part i. p^ 54. Brabanti part li. p. 4;^ 48. Boml' 
iottt p. X34. On his departure^ Godfrey fold or pawned Bouillon to the^ 
^turch for 1300 marks^ 

^^ See the family cW^er of Godfrey, iii WiUkm of Tyre, 1. ix. 
c. 5 — ^8. ; his previous defign in Cuibert (p. S4i.)j his iickne& 9xAf 
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CHAP, fant with the- French and Teutonic languages i 
y^^^^ the barons of France, Germany, and Lorraine^ 
aflembled their vaflals ; and the confederate force 
that marched under his banner was compofed of 
fourfcore thoufand foot and about ten thoufand 
n.Hugh horfe. II. In the parliament that was held at 
maldois, ^^"s* ^^ ^^^ King's prefence, about two months 
Robert of after the council of Clermont, Hugh Count of 
^Tro^ V^mandois was the moll coofpicuous of the 
bert of princes who aflumed the crofs. But the appel- 
Ste^^ lation of the Great wss applied, not fo much to 
ofcharw his merit or pofleffions (though neither were 
Ires, &c. contemptible), as to the royal birth of the bro- 
ther of the King of France^. Robert Dvke of 
Normandy was the eldeft fon of William the 
Conqueror; but on his father's death he was de- 
prived of the kingdom of England, by his own 
indolence and the activity of his brother Rufus. 
The worth of Robert was degraded by an excef- 
five levity and eafinefs of temper : his cbeerful- 
nefs feduced him to the indulgence of pleafure ; 
l^is profufe liberality impoverifhedthe prince and 
people ; his indifcriminate clemency multiplied 
the number of offenders > and the amiable qua- 
lities of a private man became the effential de- 
fers of a fovereign. For the trifling fum of ten 
thpufand marks, he mortgaged Normandy during 
his abfence to the Englifli ufurper*^ ; but his 

engage- 

^ Annl.Coiniiena fuppofes, that Hogh was proud of bis nobility^ 

lichesy and power (1. x. p. 288.) : the two laft articles appear more 

equivocal ; but an tvyifuK which feven hundred years ago was famous 

. in the palace of Conftantinople> attefts the ancient dignity of the Ca- 

petian family of France. 

^' Will. GemeticenfiS) L vii. c. 7#.p. 67 4» 6fy m Camdea. Norman 
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Engagement and behaviour in the holy war, an- c R a r 
nounced in Robert a reformation of manners, ^^^* 
and reftored him in fome degree to the public 
efteem. Another Robert was Count of Flanders, 
a royal province, which, in this century, gave 
three queens to the thrones of France, England, 
and Denmark : he was furnamed the Sword and 
Lance of the Chriilians; but in the exploits of a 
foldier, he fometimes forgot the duties of a ge- 
neral. Stephen, Count of Chartres, of Blois, and 
of Troyes, was one of the richeft princes of the 
age; and the number of his caflles has been 
compared to the three hundred and fixty-five 
days of the year. His mind was improved by 
literature ; and, in the council of the chiefs, the 
eloquent Stephen^ was chofen to difcharge the 
office of their prefident. Thefe four were the 
principal leaders of the French, the Normans, and 
the pilgrims of the Britifli iiles: but the lift of 
the barons who were poffeffed of three or four 
towns, would exceed, lays a contemporary, the 
catalogue of the Trojan war^. III. In the fouth m, r^^^ 
of France, the command was aflumed by Adhe- ^^^ of 
mar, Bilhop of Puy, the Pope's legate, and by ^*^* 

lucU. He pawned the duchy for one hundreth part of the prefent 
]rearly revenue. Ten diouiand marks may be equal to five hundred 
thouland livres^ and Normandy annually yields fiiFty-feven millions to 
«he king (Necker, Adminiftration des Finances* torn, i. p. 287.). 

^^ His original letter to his wife is inferted in the Spicilegium of 
JDom. Luc d'Acheriy tom. iv.* and quoted in the Efprit des Cix>ilade$» 
lom«i* p. 63* 

^ Unius enim, dul!im9 trium feu quatuor oppidorum dominos quis nu- 
meret ? quorum tanta fuit copia». ut non Vix totidem Trojana obfidio 
coegifle putctur (Ever the lively and interefting Guibert, p.4S6.)» 

VOL. XL D Raymond, 
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CHAP. Raymond, Count of St. Giles and Tholoufe, 
LViii. .^,|^^ added the prouder titles of Duke of Nar- 
bonne and Marquis of ProveAce, The formet 
was a refpe6lable prelate, alike qualified for this 
world* and the next. The latter was a veteran 
warrior, who had fought againft the Saracens of 
Spain, and who confecrated his declining age, 
not only to the deliverance, but to the perpetual 
fervice, of the holy fepulchre. His experience 
and riches gave him a ftrong afcendant in the 
Chriftian camp, whofe diftrefs he was often able, 
and fometimes willing, to relieve. But it was 
eafier for him to extort the praife of the Infidels, 
than to preferve the love of his fubje^fcs and. 
aflbciates. His eminent qualities were clouded 
by a temper, haughty, envious, and obftinate ; 
and though he refigned an ample patrimony, 
for the caufe of God, his piety, in the public 
opinion, was not exempt from avarice and am- 
bition ^°. A mercantile, rather than a martial 
fpirit, prevailed among his provincials^^ a com* 
mon name^ which included the natives of Au^ 
vergne and Languedoc*% the vaffals of the king- 
dom of Burgundy or Aries. From the adjacent 

frontier 

' It is Angular enough, that Kaymend of ^t. Giles, a fecond chaFaAer 
in the genuine hiilory of the crufades, ihouldihine as the firft of heroet 
in the writings of the Greeks (Anna Comnen. Alesdad, 1. x. xi.) and 
the Arabians (Longueruana, p. 119.). 

5* Omnes de Burgundia, et Alveraia, et VaiconiS et Gothi (of Zu«- 
'guedoc), provinciales appellabantur, oeteri vero Francigena et hoc in 
exercitu ; inter hoftes autem Franci dicebantur. Raymond des Ag]le% 
p. 144. 

** The town of his birth, or firft appanage, was confecrated to St. JEgi-» 
dius, whofe name, as early as the firft crufade, was corrupted by the 
French into St. Gilles, or St. Giles. It is fituatt in the Lower Lan- 

guedocy 
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frontier of Spain, he drew a band of hardy ad- c H A ?• 
venturers ; as he marched through Lombardy^a ,. ~ \_r 
croud of Italians flocked to his flandard, and. his 
united force confifted of one hundred thoufand 
horfe and foot. If Rayinond was- the firft to 
enliil and the laft.to depart, the delay may be 
excufed by the greatnefs of his preparation, and 
the promife of an everlafting farewell. IV, The 
iaame of Bohemond, the fon of Robert Guifcard,: iv. Bohe* 
was already famous by his double victory over 1^1°°^^^^^ 
the Greek emperor: but his father's will had 
reduced him to the principalityr'of Tarentum,: 
and the remembrance of his Eailern trophies, till 
he was awakened by the rumour and paflage of 
the French pilgrims. It is in the perfon of thisi 
Norman chief that we may feek for the cboleft 
policy and ambition, with a fmall allay of religious 
fanaticifm. His condu6l may juftify a belief that 
he had fecretly dire61:ed the defign of the Pope, 
which he afFe6led to fecoild with aftonifhmentand 
zeal : at the fiege of Amalphi, his example and 
difcourfe inflamed the paflions of a confederate 
army ; he infl:antly tore his garment to fupply 
crofles for the numerous candidates, and prepared 
to vifit Confl:antinople and Afia at the head of 
tei) thoufand horfe and twenty thoufand foot. 
Several princes of the Norman race accompanied 
this veteran general; and his coufin Tancred" 

was 

^edoc, between Kifmes and the Rhone^ and ftlU boafb a collegiate 
church of the foundation of Raymond (Melanges tires d'une grande 
Bibliothequey tom.xxxvii. p. i^O* 

*3 The mother of Tancred was Emma^ lifter of the great Robert 
Cuiicard ; his father^ the Marquis Odo th« Good. It it lingular 

D » •nough, ^ 
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c HLA P. was the partner rather than thp fervapt, oftbp 
war. In the accompliihed charadlpr of TancrecJ, 
we difcover all the virtues of a p^rfe6l kqigbt^^j 
the true fpirit of chivalry, which infpireji the 
generous fentiments and focial offices of n^an, f^ 
better than the bafe philofophy, or th? bs^ftr rciU* 
gion, of the times. 

Chivalry. Between the age of Charlem?igne £^n4 th^t of 
the cruiades, a revolution had taken pl^^ce an^ong 
the Spaniards, the Normans, and the French, 
which was gradually extended tp the reft qf Eu- 
rope. The fervice of the infantry ^as degraded 
to the plebeians; the cavalry formed the ftrepgth 
of the armies, and the honourable name oimiles^ 
or foldier, was confined to the gentlemen" who 
ferved on horfeback, and were invefted with the^ 

character 

taougl\» that the family and countiy of fo Uluftripus a p^(|n ihpuld 
fk. unknown ; but Muratori reafonably conje^hires that he was aa 
Italian, and perhaps of the race of the Marquiiles of Mofitferr^^ la 
Piedmont (Script, tom. v. p. a8i, aSa,). 

** To gratify the childifh vanity of the houfe of Efte, Taflb has in;, 
(erted in his poem, and in the firft crufade, a fabulous hero, the brave 
and amorous Rii^aldo (x. 75. xvii. 66-^4.}. He might bon-ow hlf 
name from a Rinaldo, with the Aquila bianca Eftenfey who vanquiihedy 
as the ftandard bearer of the Roman church, the Emperor Frederic 1^ 
(Stpria Imperiale di Ricobaldoy in JVfuratori Script. '^\^\, tom. ix. p^. 3^9. 
Ariofto, Orlando Furiofo, iii. 30.). But, i. The diftf nee of fixty years 
between the youth of the two Rinaldos, deftroys their identity, a. The 
. Stonalmpedak is a forgery 9f the Conte Boyardo,at the end of the jcvtk 
century (Mun^tori, p. %Zi — aS9.)..# 3. Tjijs Riqaldo, and his exploitf^ 
are not lefs chimerical than the hero of TafTo (Muratori, Antichit4 
Sfienfe, torn. i. p. 35^0* 

** Of the word^ gentilis^ genjUWorrfmey gentlem^th two etymologies 
aif produced : i. From the Barbarians of the fifth centuryi the fol- 
diers, and at length the conquerors of the Roman empire, who were 
Tain of their foreign nobility : and, %. From the fenfe of the civi- 
lttil$> who cqnfider ^entUfs ^§ fynonyn^i^us with hgenu\fs, Selden 

tncline9 
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chsiiBi&tr of knighthood. The dukes and counts, c Ja a P. 
who had ufurped the rights of fovereignty, di- ^ LVni, 
vided the pfroviiices ailiong their faithful barons: 
the barons diftributed among their vaffals the fiefs 
or benefifces of their jurifdi6lion; and thefe mill*, 
tdry tenants, the peers of each other and of their 
lord, compofed the noble or equeftrian order, 
which difdained to conceive the peafant or 
burgher as of the fame fpecies with themfelves. 
The dignity of their birth was preferved by pure 
and equal alliances; their fons alone, who could 
produce four quarters or lines of anceftry, with- 
out fpot or reproach, might legally pretend to 
the honout of knighthood ; but a valiant plebeian 
wad fometimcfs enriched tihd enhobled by the 
fWord^ and becaidUe the father of a new tace. 
A Angle knight could import, dccordirig td his 
judgmfehti the charafiber which he received; and 
the wartlike fovereigbs of Europe derived moite 
gl^ry froin this petfonal diftin6lian, thatl from 
the luftre of their diadem^ This ceremony, of 
wfaich fome tracds teay be forind in Tacitiis and^ 
the woods of Gferraany ^% was in its origin fimple 
^nd ptbfknfe} the candidate, after fome pre vioris 
trial, was invefted wiih the fword and fp6r»; 
aiid his cheek or Ihoulder wins touched with a 
flight blpW, as an emblein of the Idft affiront, 
wbicfa it ^^ laVefol foT him to endurfe. But 
fbperftition Hiingled in eveiry publie and private 

inclines to the firft^ but the huter u more purey as well ^ pro* 
table. 

f FMlfta icntoqtio jatmW otAkdt. /Tmtia, Oerftdu^' c. xj. 

93 a6tion 
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CHAP, adlion of life; in the holy wars, it fan^Ufied the 
•profeffion of arms j and the order of chivalry was 
aifimilated in its rights and privileges to thefacred 
orders of priefthood. The bath and white gab- 
ment of the novice were an indecent copy of 
tlie regeneration of baptifm: his fword, which he 
offered on the altar, was bleffed by the minifters 
of religion: his folemn reception was preceded 
by falls and vigils ; and he was created a knight 
in the name of God, of St. George, and of St. 
Michael the archangel. He fwore to accompliih 
the duties of his profeffion ; and education, ex- 
ample, and the public opinion, were the invio- 
lable guardians of his oath. As the champion of 
God and the ladies (I blufli to unite fuch difcor- 
dant names), he devoted himfelf to fpeak the 
truth; to maintain the right; to prote^ the difi 
treffed ; to pra6life courtefy^ a virtue lefe familiar 
to the ancients; to purfue the infidels; todefpife 
the allurements of eafe and fafety ; and to vindi- 
cate in every perilous adventure the honour of 
his chara6ler. The abufe of the fame fpirit pro- 
voked the illiterate knight to difdain the arts of 
induftry and peace ; to eileem himfelf the Ible 
judge and avenger of his own injuries; and 
proudly to negledl the laws of civil fociety and 
military difcipline. Yet the benefits of thisinftir 
tution, to refine the tempel* of Barbarians, and 
to infufe fome princlple3 of faith, juftice, and 
humanity, were ftrongly felt, and have been often 
obferved. The afperity of national prejudice was 
foftened ; and the community of religion and 

arms 
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arms fpread a fimilar colour and generous emu- chap. 
lation over the face of Chriftendom. Abroad, . -?'_f 
in enterprife and pilgrimage, at home in martial 
exercife, the warriors of every country were per- 
petually aflbciated ; and impartial tafte muft pre- 
fer a Gothic tournament to the Olympic games 
of claflic antiquity". Inftead of the naked 
fpe6lacles. which corrupted the manners of the 
Greeks, and baniihed from the ttadium the vir- 
gins and matrons; the pompous decoration of 
the lifts was crowned with the prefence of chafte 
and high-born beauty, from whofe hands the 
conqueror received the prize of his dexterity and 
courage^ The Ikill and ftrength that were ex- 
erted in wreftlingand boxing, bear a diftant and 
doubtful relation to the merit of a foldier ; but 
thetoumaments,as they wereinvented in France, 
and eagerly adopted both in the Eaft and Weft, 
prefented a lively image of the bufinefe of the 
field. The fingle combats, the general fkirmilh, 
the defence of a pafs, or caftle, were rehearfed 
as in afilual fervice j and the conteft, both in 
real and mimic war, was decided by the fuperior 
management of the horfe and lance. The knee 
was the proper and peculiar weapon of the knight: 
his hoffe was of a large and heavy breed j but 
this charger, till he was rqufed by the approachr 

" The athletic exerciiesy particul^ly the cceftus and pancratium, were 
sondemned by Lycurgus* Philopcemen, and Galen, 2C lawgiver,* a* ge- 
neral, and 'a phyfician. Agalnfi their iutbonty and reafonsj the reader 
' may weigh the apology of Lucian, in the charadler of Solon^ See Weft 
on the Olympic Games, in his Pindar, vol. ii. p. 86 — 96. 245 — 24S. 

D 4 ing 
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CHAP, ing danger, was ufually led by an attendant, aind 
^^^' he quietly rode a pad or palfrey of a more eafy 
pace. His helmet and fword, his greaves and 
buckler, it would be fuperfluous to defcribe ; but 
I may remark, thajt at the period of the crufades,^ 
the armour was lefs ponderous than in later 
times ; and that inftead of a mafly cuirafe, bis 
breaft was defended by an hauberk or coat of 
mail. When their long lances were fixed in th^ 
reft, the warriors furioufly fpurred their hories 
againft the foe ; and tlie light cavalry odT the 
Turks and Arabs could feldom ftand againft thq 
dire6b and impetuous weight of their chargi^ 
Each knight was attended to the field by hrs 
faithful fquhre, a youth of equal birth and 6mi^ 
lar hopes ; he was followed by his archers and 
men at arms, and four, or five, or fix foldiers, 
were computed as the furniture of qt complete 
lance. In the expeditions to the neighbouring 
Icingdoms or the Holy Land, th^ duties of the 
feudal tenure no longer fubfifted j the voluntary 
fervice of the knights and their followers was 
eithet prompted by zeal or attachmeifrt, or pur- 
chafed with rewards and promifes ; and the num>- 
bers of each fquadron were meaftfre^l by the 
power, the wealth, and the fame^, of each inde- 
pendent chieftain. They were diftinguHhed by 
his banner, his armorial coat, and his cry of 
war; and the moft ancient fantifres dif Em-ope 
mwSt feek in lh=efe atchievements the origin and 
proof df their nobility. In this rapid porfirait of 
chivalry, I have been urged to anticipate on tfie 

ftory 
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fldry of the- oriifatd^s, sit dtice aix effe6l, and ii c h a P4 
caufe, of this memorable inftitution*^ ; ^^' , 

Such were the troops^ and fuch the leaders, 
who aflbirted the crofsfor the deliverance of the 
holy fepulchre. As foon as they were relieved 
bythe abfence of the plebeian multitude, they 
encouraged each other, by interviews and met 
feges, to accomplifh their vow, and haften their 
departure. Their wives and fitters were defirous 
of partakiiigrthe danger and merit of the pilgri- 
itiage; their portable treafures were conveyed in 
bars of filver and gold ; and the princes and ba- 
rons were attended by their equipage of hounds 
and bawki^ to afifiufe their leifure and to fupply 
their table. The difficulty of procuring fubfift- 
pnce for fo maiiy myriads of men and horfes, 
engaged thdrtt to feparate th^ir forces ; their 
choici^ or fituatioti determitted the road; and 
it was agreed to meet in the neighbourhood of 
Conftantinople, and from thence to begin their 
i?peratiaDs agaiftft the Turks. From the banks of 
the Meufe and the Mofelle, Godfrey of Bouillon 
followed the dite€t way of Germany^ Hungary, 
aiid Bnlgaria ; and, as long as be exercifed the 
fole command, every ftep afforded fome prooi'of 
hi^ prudence and virtue. Ol the confines df 
JBungairy he was flopped thtee weifiks by a Chrif- 

attdB'f cry of t^, beaiuens ^reAr tokxraam^titsr sin anftple fund of infor- 
mation may be fought in Selden (Opera, tom, iii. part i. Tltfes of tt6- 
nour, part ii. c. i. 3. 5. 8.)' I^can^e (Gk>ff. hakirt. IhHk, iv. j>- 398M-*- 
4i», &c.> Diilfertiatiotts fW Joftviile (r^ yl^^j&h p. 127-*- J4». p, |65 — 
%%%»)f and M» de St. Paiaye (Memoirs fur la- Chevaleritf), 

tian 
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CHAP, tian people, to whom the narae, or at lead the 
.^^^^[_f abule, of the crofs was juftly odious. The Huur 
garians dill fmarted with the wounds which they 
had received from the firft pilgrims : in their turn 
they had abufed the right of defence and retalia- 
tion ; and they had reafon to apprehend a fevere 
revenge from an hero of the fame nation, and 
who was engaged in the fame caufe. But, after 
weighing the motives and the events, the vir- 
tuous duke was content to pity the crimes and 
misfortunes of his worthlefs brethren ; and his 
twelve deputies, the meffengers of peace, re- 
quefled in his name a free paflage and an equal 
market. To remove their fufpicions, Godfrey 
trufted himfelf, and afterwards his brother, to 
,the faith of Carloman King of Hungary, who 
treated them with a iimple but hpfpitable enter- 
tainment ; the treaty was fanftified by their com- 
mon gofpel ; and a proclamation, under pain of 
death, reftrained the animofity and licence of the 
Latin foldiers. From Auftria to Belgrade, they 
traverfed the plains of Hungary, without endur- 
ing or offering- an injury ; and the proximity of 
Carloman, who hovered on their flanks with his 
numerous cavalry, was a precaution not lefs ufe- 
ful for their faiFety than for his own. They 
reached the banks of the Save ; and no fooner 
had they paffed the river than the King of Hun- 
, gary reftored the hoflages, and fainted their de- 
parture with the faireft wifties for the fuccefs 
of their enterprife. With the fame condu6t 
and difcipline, Godfrey pervaded the woods of 
Bulgaria and the frontiers of Thrace; and might 

con- 
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congratulate himfelf, that he had almoft reached CHAP, 
the firft term of his pilgrimage, without drawing ^^^'• 
his fword againft a Chriftian adverfary. After an 
eafy and pleafant journey through Lombardy, 
from Turin to Aquileia, Raymond and his pro- 
vincials marched forty days through the favage 
country of Dalmatia^^ and Sclavonia. The wea- 
ther was a perpetual fog ; the land was moun- 
tainous and defolate ; the natives were either 
fugitive or hoftile ; loofe in their religion and 
government, they refufed to furnifli provifions or 
guides; murdered the ftragglers ; and ^xercifed 
by night and day the vigilance of the count, who 
derived more fecurity from the punifhment of 
fome captive robbers than from his interview and 
treaty with the Prince of Scpdra*°. His march 
between" Durazzo and Conftantinople was har 
raffed, without being Hopped by the peafants and 
foldiers of the Greek emperor; and the fame 
faint and ambiguous hoftility was prepared for 
the remaining chiefs, who paffed the Adriatic 
from the coaft of Italy. Bohemond had arms and 
veflels, and forefight and difcipline; and his 
name was not forgotten in the provinces of 

^ The £uniluB Dalmaticae of Ducange are meagre and ixnperfetSl ; 
the national hiftorians are recent and ^ulousy the Greeks remote and 
carelefs. In the year 11 049 Coleman reduced the maritime country 
aa & as Trau and Salona (Katoiu» Hift. Crit. tom.iiL p. i^^^-^oyJ)* 

^^ Scodras appears, in Livy aa the capital and fortrefi of Genrius King 
of the lUyriaiiBy arz muuitiifima* afterwards a Roman colony (Cellariusy 
toauu p« 3939 394.)> It is now called Ifcodar» or Scutari (D'Anvilie» 
Geographie Ancienney torn* u p. 164.). The fanjiak (now a pafha) of 
Scutari) or Schendeire* was the viilth under the Beglerbeg of Romania* 
^and futniihed 60b foldiei^s on a revenue of 78,787 rix-doUars (Marfigli^ 
Suto Mifitare del Impero Ottomanoy p. xaS.). 

Epirus 
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CHAP- Epirus ahd TheflTaly. Whatever obftades he 
^^™* encountered were furmounted by his military 
conduct and the Valour of Tancred ; and if th^ 
Norman prince affe6led to fpare the Gl-eeks, he 
gorged his foldiers with the full plunder of an 
heretical caftle ^'. The nobles of France preffed 
forwards with the vain and thoughtlefe ardour <jf 
which their nation has been fometimes stccufed. 
From the Alps to Apulia the march of Hugh 
the Great, of the two Roberts, and of Stephen 
of Chartres, through a wealthy cotiDtry^ ati^ 
amidfl the applauding Catholics, was a delvout 
or triumphant progrefs: they kiffed the feet of 
the Roman pontiff; and the golden ftaddard of 
St. Petef was delivered to the brothef of the 
French monarch **. But in this vifit of piety 
and pleafure, they negle6ied to Ifecfure the fbafbn, 
and the means, of theif embark^ion : the Winter 
was infenflbly loft ; their troo|Js Were fcattered 
and corrupted in the tdWns of Italy. They fepa- 
tately acciomplifhed their paflage, regardlefe of 
fefety or dignlity t and withift nine liioflths frditi 
the feaft of the Afflim'ptionf^ the day stppointed by 
Urbaifl^ all the Lititt princes b^ reached Go*ft«fl; 



^* Is Pela|(osML csftrum Iw^r l fe lfe Ani w • • • • f po fatt m' mrh fuiar habiiir 
toribus igni combafieit« Nee id Hi injuria eontigH : bp^ lUiBrttm 
deteftabiHs fernob et cancer fer^btfey janliqve dftte^aGenSks reluct 
fub prafvo ixipsdttt fg l toveiki ^Robelti AM. ^$in Sf^y Aft^ cooly 
rek^ the faa» dm ArcMbiflK>p Boldrid aMar m a pRtifey OkAm 
Q t^ Mti ti ilK vnttbres) -ivBAeoty hifaretieos^ Safoce^oe teqinditer hskftal 
caTofiKr; qxo etiaakB apj^eHant iaiiB2n>9' Dei (fC9»<)i. 

(Alexiad? I.X. p. aSS^.). 

I tinople. 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRS* 45 

^noplo. But the Count of V^rmandoi$ was jffo- chap. 
duce4 as a captive; his fopemoft yeflels were fcafc- ^ * , 
tered by a tempefl ; and hisi perfon, againft thf 
l^w of nations, wa^ detained by tb^ lieutenants of 
Alexiiis. Yet the arrival of Hugh had beea 
announced by four-and-twenty knighta in golden 
arn)our, who commanded the JBmperor to revere 
the general of the L^ti?i Chriftians, the brother 
of the King of kings*^ 

In foipe Oriental t^le I have read the fable of a Policy of 
ihepberd, who was ruined by the accomplilhment ror>w^ 
of his ow^ wiftiea ; he had prayed for water; the Comnenus, 
Ganges wa^ turned into his grounds, and his j^^^g. 
Uppk ai)d cottage were fwept away by the inun^ c«iiber— 
dation. Such was the fortune, pr at leaft the ^^ 
appreheqfion, of the Greek Emperor Alexius May. 
Comnenus, whofe pame hag already appeared in 
this hiflory, and whofe conduft is fo ^erently 
riBprefented by his daughter Anne \ and by the 



QPfftfyro;. This Qrieptal pomp if extravagant in a count of Venpag^t 
dois ; but the patriot Ducange repeats with much cpmplacency (Not, 
adAlexiady p. 35*> 353* Differt. xxyiu fur Joinville» p. 3i5»)i the 
pfliges of Matthew Pari? (A. D, i%S4*) and Froiflard (vol. Jv. p. ^qif)i 
■whicn ftile the King of France* rex regum, and chef de tpus le« roi« 
Chretiens. 

^ Anna Comnena was bom the ift of December, A. D. 1083, in- 
di^tipn yiif (Al^fid> Uvi. p. x^6> ^67.). At thirteen, the time of tha 
^rft crufade, flje was nubile^ and perhaps married to the younger Nice-, 
phorus Biyennius, whom Ihe fondly ftyles Toy tfjuov Kouo-apa (L x* 
p. 295, 296.). Some modems have imagined^ that her enmity t» 
Bohe^paond was thp fruit of difappolnted love. Jn the tranfadions of 
Conftantinople ^nd Nice, her partial accounts (Alex. 1. x. xi. p. 283— 
317.) may be oppofed to the partiality of the X^atins^ but in their Xub- 
fequent exploits flie is brief and ignorant. 



Latin 
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CHAP. Latin writers*^ In the council of Placenfia, hisi 
ambafTadors had folicited a moderate fuccour, 
perhaps of ten thbufand foldiers : but he was 
aftonilhed by the approach of fo many potent 
chiefs and fanatic nations. The Emperor fluc- 
tuated between hope and fear, between timidity 
and courage; but in the crooked policy which he 
miflook for wifdom, I cannot believe, I cannot 
difcern, that he malicioufiy confpired againft the 
life or honour of the French heroes. The pro- 
mifcuous multitudes of Peter the Hermit were 
favage beafts, alike deftitute of humanity and 
reafon : nor was it poffible for Alexius to pre- 
vent or deplore their deftruftion. The troops of 
Godfrey and his peers were lefs contemptible, 
but not lefs fufpicibus, to the Greek Emperor. 
Their motives might be pure and pious ; but he 
was equally alarmed by his knowledge of the 
ambitious Bohemond, and his ignorance of the 
Tranfalpine chiefs : the courage of the French 
was blind and headftrong; they might be tempted 
by the luxury and wealth of Greece, and elated by 
the view and opinion of their invincible ilrength j 
and Jerufalem might be forgotten in the profpe6t 
of Conftantinople. After a long march and pain- 
ful abftinence, the troops of Godfrey encanjped 
in the plains of Thrace ; they heard with indig- 
nation, that their brother, the Count of Verman- 



*' In their views of the charaAer and condudl of Alexius^ Maim- 
bourg has favoured the Catholic Franks, and Voltaire has been partial 
to \}it fcbif matte Greeks. The prejudice of a philofopher is lefs ex- 
piiable than that of a Jefuit. 

14 dois. 
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dois, was imprifoned by the Greeks ; and their c HA p. 
reluftant duke was compelled to indulge them ^^^' 
in fome freedom of retaliation and rapine. They 
were appeafed by the fubmiffion of Alexius ; he 
promifed to fupply their camp ; and as they re- 
fufed, in the midft of winter, to pafs the Bofpho- 
rus, their quarters werie affigned among the gar- 
dens and palaces on the fliores of that narrow fea. 
But an incurable jealoufy ftiU' rankled in the 
minds of the two nations, who defpifed each other 
as flaves and Barbarians. Ignorance is the ground 
of fufpicion, and fufpicion was inflamed into daily 
provocations: prejudice is blind, hunger is deaf ; 
and Alexius is accufed of a defign to ftarve or 
aflault the Latins in a dangerous poll, on all 
fides encompafled with the wate^s*^ Godfrey 
founded his trumpets, burft the net, overfpread 
the plain, and infulted the fuburbs: but the 
gates of Conftantinople were ftrongly fortified j 
the ramparts were lined with archers ; and after 
a doubtful conflia, both parties lifl;ened to the 
voice of peace and religion. The gifts and 
promifes of the Emperor infenfibly foothed the 
fierce fpirit of the weftern ftrangers; as a Chrif- 
tian warrior, he rekindlied their zeal for the pro- 
fecution of their holy enterprife, which he en- 
gaged to fecond with his troops and treafures. 
On the return of fpring, Godfrey was perfuaded 

^ Between the Black Sea, the Bofphonw, and the river Barbyfcs, 
which 18 deep in furamer, and runs fifteen mifes through a flat mea- 
dow. Its communication with Europe and Conftantinople is hj the 
Hone-bridgfe of the BiacbemXf which in fuccellive ages was reftored by 
. ^uftinlan and Bafil (Gyllius de Bofphoro Thrado, 1. ii. c. j. Ducange 
C* P. Chriftianay 1. ir. c. 2, p. I79*). 

to 
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CHAP, to occupy a pleafant and plentiful camp in Afiaj 
viii^J^L/ ^^d no fooner had he paffed the Bofphoru»j than 
the Greek veflels were fuddeuly recalled to the 
oppofite fliore. The fame policy was repeated 
with the fucceisding chiefe, who were fwayed by 
the example, and weakened hy the departure, of 
their foremoft companions. 3y his ikill and dili^ 
gence, Alexius prevented the union of any two 
of the confederate armies at the fame moment 
under the wqIIs of Conftantinople ; and beforo 
the feaft of the Penteco.ft not a L^t^n pilgrim 
was lefl on the coaft of Europe. 
He obtains The fame arms which threatened Europe might 
^^^ ^^o£ deliver Afia, and repel the Turks from the neigh- 
thecru- houring fhores of the Bofphorus and Hellelpont* 
fadeiB. Xhe fair provinces from Nice to Antioch were 
the recent patrimony of the Bomfui Emperor j 
and his ancient and perpetual claim ftill embraced 
the kingdoms of Syria and Egypt* In his en* 
thufiafm, Alexius indulged, or affe6ted, the am- 
bitious hope of leading his new allies to fubvert 
the thrones of the Eafl ; but the calmer dilates 
of reafon and temper difluaded him from expofing 
his royal perfon to the faith of unknown and 
lawlefs Barbarians. His prudence, or his pride^ 
was content with extorting from the French 
princes an oath of homage and fidelity, and a 
fblemn promife, that they would either reftore, 
or hold their Afiatic conquefts, as the humble 
and loyal vafTals of the Roman empire. • Their 
independent fpirit was fired at the mention of 
this foreign and voluntary fervitude : they fuc- 
ceflTively yielded to the de^tterous application of 

gifU 



^1^ Md flattefy ; a^ tbef flrfi;ptfoleiyt€8^b6c»ifiie 6 tf A^. 
flie m»fl elbqueirt M?d eitedfcuaJ tuiffiofittri^^ to' ^^^'_^ 
iiiukt;^y the detopadidri^ ef tbeir Ikatite. The 
pnde of Hiigfc^ of VetMftadois v^^ fi)Oth«d bf 
19)6 heiiovErs cffhktApthntyf^ And i^ the brctthei^ 
of the Fnsm^h kimgy the exafKipte «f fdbmiffio^ 
Mr{(£i prev^alaM aiid wdght^f . Iii tteenfttid of Goidu 
frey of BbuiBM every hutHatt ocvificferaidc^ WW 
faboFkfi nate lo the gtory o^ G«^ ahSKl the faccefflr 
K^fihecrdsatAe. He'had£[raifyFidl9tedl^t^0p<^ 
fiatiofiid of BbbemoBfd atkl Rd^ottd, who urged 
tlteflkttaekai!idcoii«fMfi!c^Coti<Uneit^ Afe:S«i^ 
itisf efSeemed bi^ vif«ae9, dlefervefdlyflsmed bim 
the ehampimi of «he es^re^ aind deified' hlf 
bomage with the filial name afifd ti^ rig^ of 
adbptiofk^^ The hateftd Bohensond \^%ts recieiti^' 
as a true 2irtd ancient ally : and if the Emperor 
r^sttiiiided bim^ of foraier boftilitie^r it wa^only 
iky praife^ the t^lour that he had difpla^edy^ and 
tfteglbfy tha« be bad acquired^ in the fields oS 
Dorazzo and Irariffa. The fba of Gtrifcavd was 
lodged and enteitaii^d, and femrediwithrlmperiat 
pomp : one ds^, as he pafled through thegalleiyr 
cf the' palaee, k doc^ wa» oairetefily left cpeii to) 
l^pofb a- pile of gold and fii^r, of fiik ami gems,^ 
of ctrriouis and cOftly ftirniture;, that was heaped 
in" (kerning diforder; from the flow to the moi 
pt j^e chamber; ^'^ What conquefl^,'^ exekime^ 



^ There were two forts of adoption, the one by znoh the other by 
ifllrodiBkgdiWfoabelMeatbelhtrta^ Ducang^ 

{fitr^ JbiUvtik^ diC xnjl p0a79.>%Qp«^ GodfM^> adoptloa to havf^ 
been of the latter fort*. 

VOL, XI. E the 
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c u A PS th€? ambitiquSr miferV ^* might not be atchrevcd by. 

■' V the poffeffion of faGh:a tf ^afure ?" " xlt is, yourv 

*> own,!' replied ^ Greekattendantjwho w^tch-| 

edtlie )Tiotion9of;hi$foul: andBohemond, after? 

Ipme Uefitatiorj, condefcended to aocept this* 

i^aagnifieent prefent* The Nprixian was flattered, 

by the^affurianGe of an independent principality y 

and Alexius eluded, rather than denied, his dar-: 

ing dqfnaild of the office of great domeftic, or: 

geqeraly of the E^ft. The two Roberts, the. fon , 

<>f the conqueror of England, and tlie kinfinau^ 

of thfee.queens?% bowed in their.turn before the? 

Byajantine throne^ A private letter of Stephen 

^fC.hartresattefts his admiration of tlie Emp^ror,^ 

^e xnoft excellent and liberal of men, who taught; 

himito believe that he was a favourite, and pro-. 

mifed to educalie;a^d eflabli0i his youngeil fon.. 

In bis jTowtbern ptoviitce, the Count of St; Giles 

dnd'TholoUfe feitttly reCognifed thefupremacy pf 

Hie King of Francie, a prince of a foreign nation,. 

and language. At the head .of an hundred thou- 

ibhd meny he declared that he wa« the foldier and; 

fervant of Chrift alone, and that the Greek inight 

be fatisfied with an equal treaty of alliance and, 

IrieQdfhip. His obftinate reiiftance enhanced the, 

valiie and ihe price of his flibmiffion ; and hp 

flionej fays the Princefs Anne, amon^ the Barbae 

rians, as the fun amidft the ftars of -heaven. His^ 

difguft of the noife and infolence of the French, 

^** After his return, Robert of Flanders became the man of the King 
of England, for a pe>iiioa of four,hun4i^d marks* See the firft aA in • 
Rymer's Foedera. I 

..; hi* 
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his faQficion's of the defigris of Bphemond, ihe c tit a P. 
•Emperor itiaparted to his faithful Raymond ; and ^'^^*^- 
{^hat aged ftatefmiaii might clearly (Kfcern, that ; 
however' falfe" in friendfliip, he was iincere in his . \ 
'knitnity<^V The fpirit of chivalry was laft fubdued 
in t3ie' perfon of Tancred ; and none could deem 
themfelves difhonoured by the imitation of that 
gallant knight. He difdadned the gold andflat-^ 
tery of the Greek monarch ; affault^in his pre^ 
fence an infolent patrician ;.efcap^d to Alia in 
the habit of a private foldier ; and yielded with 
a; %h to the authority of* Bohemond and the 
intereft of the Ghriftian caufe.. The beft.and 
mod: ollenfible reafon was the impoflibility of 
paf&ng the fea and accomplifliing their. vx)w, 
Without the licence and the veffels of Alexius ; 
but they cherilhed a fecret hope, that as foon as 
they trod the continent of Afia, their fwords 
would obliterate their fliame, and diflblve tlie 
engagement which on this fide might not be 
very faithfully performed. The ceremony of their 
homage was grateful to a people who had long 
fince confidered pride as the fubftitute of power.' 
High on his throne, the Emperor fat mute and' 
immoveable; His Majefty was adored by the Latin 
princes; and they fubmitted to kifs either his 
feet or his knees, an indignity which their own- 
writers; are alhamed to confefs and unable to 

f4iiy.^°. - . -. » 

Private 

« ' r ^ ScMk vettts reghandi, falfos in amore^iodia non fingo'e. Tacit* vi. 44. 

• 7' The proud hiftorians of the crufades Hide and ftumble over this' 

Kiinuliatihg fiep« Yet, fince .the heroes knelt to falute the^mpefor a^ 

C- E » ' ht 
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^^m^* Private or public intereft fupprefiad Hht murr 
murs of the dukes and counts ; but a French 
baron (he is fuppofed to be Robert of {^aria^^ 
prefumed to aicend the throne, and to place himo 
felf by the fide of Alexius. The lage reproof of 
Baldwin provoked him to exclaim, in his bar* 
barous idiom, '^ Who is this ruftic tbat keeps 
<< his feat, while fo many valiant captains are 
<^ (landing round him ?*' The Emperor main^ 
tained his filence, diflembl^d his indignation, 
and queftioned his interpreter concerning the 
meaning of the words, which he partly (ufpeAed 
from the univerlal language of gefture and coun-? 
ten^nce. Before the departure of the pilgrims, 
he endeavoured to learn the name and coijiditioQ 
pf the audacious baroa« ^^ I am a Frenchman,'^ 
replied Robert, ^ ^ of the pureft and moil ancieaft 
H nobility of my country. AU that I know is, 
f^ that there is a church in my neighbourhood^ 

« the 

he fat n^otioplefs on his throne» it u clear that they muft hare kifledl 
^^er his feet or knees. It is only fingular, that A^z ihould i^ have 
aipply ffiJ^pli^Bd the filence or ambiguity of the Latins. Th^ a])aiei9^ 
^ their princes would have added a fine chapter to the Cerendoni^l^ 
Aube Byzantinse. 

'' He called himietf ^pa<yyo^ xaQec^ rtnf ivyvtm (AleidaSy 1. z. p.30l>}. 
tlSn^t a titl^ of npiUfr pf the xith century, if s^ oq/i; could now prove* 
his inheritance 1 Anna,relate8» withviiihle pleafure^ that the fMrellingBar/* 
barian» ' Aanyo; rrcu^fjuvoc^ was killed, or wounded^ after fighting ih 
t^efttj^^oft^ebfittl^of P9ryUBUfn(Lxi.p.3l7.), Thii; circuisfi^i^ 
may juftify the fufpicion of Ducange (Not. p. 362.)^ that he u'as np 
4>ther than Robert of Parisy of the cjiib-i^ moft peculiarly ftyled the 
Buchy or Ifland of France {L'l/le de France), 

. V TOlJuthe iasie penetralio^» Ducange difbgireril^ft churchto be that 
qf.gt. Qfaufi^y or Drofin, qf Soiflbns, quern di^ello dimfcj^tt)i? ^ent in- 

Vf^V finite q^4i«^S?w?nm^H»(^.<W^^^ 

reddit» 
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^ the refort df thofe wbo ar^ defiroatt of spprov- c H A F 
•* ing their yaloor in fingle combats Till ao ^^^^ 
** enefmy appeard^ they addrefs their prAyets to 
^' Ck>d aitd his faints. Th^t church I have fre* 
^ quently vifited^ but never have I foiind ah 
*< antagonift who dared to iiccept my defiadte.'' 
Alexiusl difinifled the challenger with foihe pru* 
dent advice for his condu£t in the Turkifli war* 
fare; and hifloiy repeatisl with pleafure this^ 
lively example c^ the mahiiers^ of his ^e stnd 
country^ 

The oonqaeft of Afia Was undertaken arid at* Their iW 
i^hiered by Alexinder^ with thirty-five thoufimd ^^f^ 
MiKedoniato and Greeks ^^; and his beft hope °^d/ 
was in the ftrength and difcipline of hiij ^halanst ^^79 
of infantry. The principskl f0rc6 of tlie crufaders ^^" 
eonfift^d in their eavolfy; and when that force 
wsa mttiftered in die frlaini^ of Bithyiua, th^ 
knighig and their martial atten^^mts otn WfebacBt 
amounteid ta one hundred titonfand fighting nien^ 
isompletdrf arAied with the helmet atod coat of 
tttdl. The valve of th^fe foldiers iekryed ^ 
ftri^ M^ authentlcr account i atid the fiower of 
|2ttrope«n iMv^tty might furxEtft^ in a firfb effort^ 
Aii» fMrnidOglte body of heavy fiorfe. A part of 
Q^itiik^tfy might be efif oiled loir l^e ftfrvjce aS 
fcouts, pioneers, and archers; but the promiA 

n^U vk et is fiurguiu&a et Italia tali'necel&tate cox^iigiatur'ad euii$. 
joaQ. Sariberienlis^ q;>iiL 139. 

7^ There is fome diverfity oil the ntixnBers of* his amr^ : but no 
^Luthority can he comjhtred with that of Ptolenfyy "whor fiates it at 
^ve tjiouiand horfe an^ thirty thouiaJtid foolT (fee Uiher'^ Atoale^ 

p 3 cuous 
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e:HA P. cuous crowd were loft in' their oMOijdiford^r; mi 

* we depend not on the eyes or knowledge^ but 

on the belief and fancy, of a chaplain of "Count 

Baldwin ^% in the eftimate^of fix hundred thou- 

fand pilgrims able to bear arms,'befides thef 

^riefts and monks, the women and children,- of 

the Latin camp. The reader ftarts ; and before 

he is recovered from his forprife, I Ihall add, oa 

the fame teftimony, that if all who took the crofs 

had accompliflied their vow, above six millions. 

would have migrated from Europe to Alia. Un^ 

der this oppreflion of faith, 1 derive fome relief 

from a more fagacious and thinking writer"* 

who, after the fame review of the cavalry, accufea! 

the credulity of the prieft of Chartres, and even 

doubts whether the Ci/aipine regions (inthe geo-^ 

graphy of a Frenchman) were fufficient to pro-? 

duce and pour forth fuch incredible multitudesv 

The cooleft fcepticifm will remember, that of 

thefe religious volunteers great numbers never, 

beheld Conftantinople and Nice. Of entbufiafni< 

the influence is irregular and tranfient t manyi 

were detained at home by reafon or CQwardice, 

by poverty or weaknefs; aind many were repulfed. 

by the obftacles of the way, the more infuperable. 

% as they were unforefeen to thefe ignorant fanatics^. 

'^ Fulcher. Camotenfis, p. 387. He enumerates nineteen nations of 
different names and languages (p. 389.); but I do not clearly appre- 
hend his difference between the Franci and Gallh Itali and ^pulu 
Elfewhere (p. 385.) he contemptuoufly brands the deferters. 

'^ Guibert, p. 556. Yet even his gentle oppofition implies an im- 
menfe multitude. By Urban 11. in the fervour of his zeal, it is only 
rated at 300,000 pilgrims (epift. xvi. Concii. torn, xii.p. 731.). 

i ,... The* 
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cTh€ fevage cOfuntries of Hungary and Bulgsiria c H A B. 
were whitened with their bones ; their vanguard ,,Jj^\f 
•was cwt in piecfes by the»'Tiirki{h Sultan ; and the 
Ws of the firft ad vent are, by the ^fwoird, ot 
climate, or fatigue, has already been ftatedajb 
ijhree -hundred thoufand men* Yetthe myriads 
4hat furvi^ed, that marched, that preffedi fbit 
wards on -the holy pilgrimage, were a fubje6t^of 
aftonifhrhent t6 themfelves and to the Greeics. 
'The copious energy <)£ her language finks under 
the efforts of thePrincefs Anne^^ : the images 
of locufts,' of leaves afiid flowers, of the fands 
of the fea, or^ the ftars of heaven, imperft6lly 
reprefent what flie hadfeen and heard; and thp 
^daughter of Alexius exclaims, that Europe was 
loofened from its foundations and hurled agiinft 
Afia. The ancient hofts of Darius . and Xerxes', , 

* labour under the fame doubt of a vagiie and iii- 
definite magnitude : but I am inclitied to believe, 

'thata larger number has never been contained 

* within the liiies of a fiiigle camp, than^ at thfe 
fiege of Nice, the firfl operation of the Latin 
princes. Their motives, their charafters, and 

: their arms, ^have been . already difplayed. Qf 
their troops, the mofl numerous portion were 
natives of France : the Low Countries, the bankjs 
of the Rhine, and Apulia, ferit a powerful re- 



. '^ Alexias, 1.x. p. 283. 305 ► Her faftidiaus delicacy complains of 

their, ifarange and inarticulate names, and indeed there is fcarcely one 

that file his not cpntriv^ to disfigure with the ..proud ignoranre, jTo 

f dear and. familiar to a poliihed people. I ihall fele(5l only one example* 

Sangeksi for the count of St, Giles. ^^ 

i '» E 4 inforce- 
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« M A P. inforcfimrat : iom^ bai«k 4>f jdvjwtMwm wiffiD 
^ ^'^ ikawB from Sp^kiy Lombwdj tni Engbwd'^) 
jttui from Hm diftant liogs and moantaiiis of 
Ireland or Scotland'' iSufid Hme naked aivl 
j(kvag£ fauces, ferodoAiB at borne biit xmwar- 
like abroad. Had Qot Ibp^rftjitiQa omdietmei 
4be iacrilegious prmd^pe fif d(9pdvj0ig the popreft 
ior w£^(l Chriftiao pf ibe merit <>f the pi]gri« 
jaoage, tha ufdef* cr^owd* mtk mputbfi but witb« 
out baauls^ xQ%bt bave bfienftMfaiied in tbet^reek 
einpire, till theif eoiwpMlioils had q^«d »Pd 
^beared the wa^ of the Lprd« A ^aU r«mka»t 
pf the p9gri«i, who paflad tbe Bofpb9riw» "^nfi 
periftitted to vifit tb« Wiy fepttl«bre, Tbeir 
ttortbipni coiiftitutjmi wm &orebfd by tbe rayR. 
and inffi&ed by tbe vap^mffi* «f a ^mm l^n« 
They confamed, iirit^ baedleft pr^i«a¥ty» tbeir 
ftorfis of irater and proYifion ; tb^ir B^mbem 
iexhaufted tb« inland country; the iea wi|i( re- 
ipota^ tbe Greeka were iinffie»djy, and the 
Chriftian» of every i^ fled befere ^be yoriaeioHe 

77 WiUi«fcm of MplpiqaprjF {vfhq ^frf«V9 ^W^it A« yev izjp) )mi {^^ 
farted ii^ his hi{lory (1. iv. p. 13a — 154.) a parradve of the fiiil cr\i[^4e : 
but I wiih that> inftead of ftftenin; to the teirao ininnur which had 

l)ttmbeF8| fa^iilies, ai^d adv^tures of hit countr^meiv I find in pur- 
dale) that an Englifh Norman^ Stephen Earl of Alhenaarie aB4 Holders 
pdTe^ ]«4«ti9 Wr-gpar4 wi|h Ovk^ RpNii »l ** M* of Aptidp)^ 
(Baronage» part i. p. 6i.)* 

^ yideres Scotprum apud ie ferochim alias, imbellium cuneos (Gui« 
bert, p. 47x0- ^^^ ^'"''Z tnteSum and bifpi^ chlamys^ may ftiit the 
Hightanders ; but Ae finibus uligfaiofisy mty Father apply «• ike Iiifii 
^0^8. Wiffiam of Malmibury exprefify mentSoBs the WeUh and 9eoU» 
&cl (l.iv. p. Z33.) who quittedi the ^orm^r veaa^oMB fidtuwn, the 
^tter familiaritatem pulicum. 
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ftod cm^ TBlph^ of their iMretfareu. In the dire chap. 
neceflity of famii^, they finnetioies roafted and , ^^^ 
devoured the Aefli of their infant or adult cap- 
tiveif Among the Turks and Saracens, the 
jdototer 9 of Europe were rendered more odious 
by the name and r^ntation of cannibals : the 
fyies who introduced themfelves into the kitchen 
oif Bdiemond, were fhewn fevend human bodies 
turning on the Q)it; and the artful Norman 
encouraged a report, which encreafed at the 
iaoie time the abhorrence and the terror of* the 

infidela^ 

J have expatiated with pleafure on the firft siege of 

^^ of the cruiaders, as they paint the manners ^"^^jy^ 
jwd cham6ler cf Europe : but I (hall abridge zo97. 
tbe tedious and uniform narrative of their blind ^^^ 
atcbievemeqts, which were performed by ftrength 
and are defcribed by ignorance. From their firft 
ftation in tbe neighbourhood of Nicomedia, they 
advanced in fiicceffive divifions ; pafied tbe con« 
tra^d limit of th^ Greek empire i opened a 
jToad through the hills, and commenced!, by tbe 
fiege of bis capitaj, their pious warfare agaioft 
the Turkifl) Sultan. Hia kiugdom of Roum ex* 
teoded from the Hellefpont to tbe confines ai 
&jvi^ and barred the pllgriu^^ of Jemia^ 
lem : bis name was KUidge-Arflan, or Soli- 

fUrtMctt <r a li% Hny be fciinA m Aasat OMfnnena (Afe3ii»» K x^ 
lp.A88.)» OvXken (^54«•> ^^^^ GM6m.(l^5»^> Tike ftma- 
pmt it rebte4 hf tilt a«th«r of Oift» Franconiin» the mtmk 1^ 
l^tfiaSaik^ mi iUTtnowi d^^6»»fa»tife» lege snd fiunine ef 
A^tioch. 

man^ 
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CHAP. inanl% of the race of Seljuk, and the Ton df thefoff 
^^' , conqueror; and in the defence ^f a land which 
the Turks confidered as their own; he deferred 
the praife of his enemies, by whom alone he is 
known to pofterity* Yielding to the firft impulfe 
of the -torrent, he depofited his family and trea-- 
fare in Nice.: retired to the mountains with 
fifty thoufand horfe ;> and twice defcended to 
aflault the camps :on quartern of the ChriftiaA 
befiegers, which formed an imperfe6t circle of 
abovje fix. miles^ The lotty and folid walls of Nice 
were covered by a deep ditch, and flanked by 
three hundred and feventy towers ; and on the 
verge df Chrifl^eiidotti, the Moflems Were trained 
in arms, and inflamed by religion. Before this 
city, the French Princes occupied their ftations, 
and profecuted their attacks without correfponi 
dence or fubordination : ; emulation prompted 
their valour; but tlieir valour was fuUied by 
cruelty, and their emulation degenerated into 
envy and civil difcord. In the fiege of Nice; 
the arts and engines of antiquity were em- 
played by the Latins; the mine and the bat- 
tering-ram^ the tortoife, and the belfrey or 
moveable turret, artificial fire, and the catapult 
z,nd baiyi^ the fling, and the crofs-bow for the 

^ His Mufulnum appellation of Soliman is ufed by the Latm99 suid 
^8 character is highly embeUiihed -by Taflb^ / His Tuikilh name of 
Kilidge-Aiflan (A.H.485— -50o.A.D. 1192—^1206. See Oe Guignes's 
Table89.toin.i.p.,245.) is employed by the Orientals^ and with fome 
eorruplion by the GreeM : but little more than his^ name can be found 
^ the Mahpn^etan wr|;^ersa whp are; dry and fulky on the (ubjedl of the 
firft crufade (De 'Guignes, torn. iu. p.ii. p. 10—30.). - 

cafl^ing 
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paftiipig of Hones and darts ^^ In the'fpace of c H AP^ 
feVeu weeks, much labour and blood were ex- ^ ^^ 
pended, and forae progrefs, efpecially by Count 
E^ymond, was made on the fide of the befiegers. 
But tji^ Turks could pr6tra6l their refiftance and 
iecure their efcape, as long as they were matters 
0f the lake^* Afcanius, which ftretches feveral 
miles to the weftward of the city/ The means of 
eonqueft.were fupplied by the prudence and in- 
dyftry of Alexius ; a greiat number of boats was 
tranfported on fledges from the fea to the lake ; 
they, were filled with the moft dextrous of hid 
(irchers; the flight of the Sultiiia was intercepted j 
^ice was invefted by land and water ; and a Greek 
emiflary.perfuaded the- inhabitants to accept his 
matter's proteftion, and to lave themfelveS, by a 
timejy furrender, from- the. rage of the favages of 
Jlurope.; In: the moment of victory, or at leaft 
of hope, the crufaders,. thirftingfor blood and 
plunder^ Were awed by the Imperial banner that 
ftreamed ftom the citadel ; and Alexius guarded, 
with jealous vigilance tl^is important conquefl^i^ 
The murmurs of the chiefs were ftifled by ho- 
Dour or interefli ; and after; an halt of nine days, 
they directed their march towards Phrygia under 
the guidance of a Greek general, whom they 



" *' On the fordficadonsy engines^ and lieges of the middle ages^ fee 
Muratori (Antiquitat. ItalUe> tom.ii. diflert. xxvi. p^ 450-^524.). The 
Belfredus^ from whence our belfrey, was the moveable tower of the 
ancients (Duca]i!ige» torn. i. p. 6oS*). 

** I cannot forbear remarking the refemblance between the fiege and 
lake of Nice» with the operations of Hernan Cortez before Meidco. 
See Dr.Robertfon^ Hift.-of Americay l.y. 

„ fuQ)e6led 
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c a A fi. fiifpeaed of fMret cotinivdnce with the Stilt^H^ 
J ^^ The confort and the principal fervants of Soli* 
tnan had been honourably reftored without ran^ 
fom ; and tbe Emperor's generofity to the my^ 
creants^^ was intei{)reted as treafon to the Chriil 
tian caufe* 
Battle of Soliman was rather provoked than difmayed 
S?D, ^y ^^ *^^* ^^ ^^^ capital: he adtnonilhed hift 
jb97, * fubjedts and allies, of this ftrange invafion of tbir 
July 4. Weftem Barbarians ; the Turkilh emirs obeyed 
the call of loyalty or religion j the Turkmatt 
hords encamped round his ftandard^ and his 
whole force is loofely Hated by the Cbriftimi^ at 
two hundred, or even three hundred and fiisty^ 
thoufknd horfe. Yet he patiently waited t&i tbey 
had left behind them the fea and the Greek fttm^ 
tier; and hovering on the anks^ obferved tbeii^ 
carele& and confident progre^ in two columna 
b^ond the view of each oth r« Soi^e niile» be^ 
fore tbeyeould reach DorylBsfi^m ki Fbf ygia, f btf 
left) and lefe numerous^ ditiikm wafr fnrpvMed^ 
and attacked, and alm^ft oji^retfed, by the Tttrk^ 
ifli cavalry^** The heat of the we*thef, tie 
clouds of arrows, and the barbarous^ oniet, ov^^r 

^ ITeereanif a wdcd mvdikted bf tbe fVencIrcruiadenf atid coofiatd 
In that language to its primitive fenie* It ihould feexih t\at tlie zeal 
of our anceftora bdled higher^ and that they branded every unbeliever 
as a raicaL A fimilar pr^udioe fiill liidu in the nnnda o£ nanf mAo 
thM themielvea Chxiftiaxu. 

^Baroniua Im produced a very doriitful letter tahi» brother Rogev 
(A.O. X098) N*'i5.> The enexmoa confifted of Medeiy Perfiaas^ 
Chaldeans : be it fo. The firft attack was cum noSro incommodo ; 
true and tender. But virhy Godfrey of BbuilTon and Hiigti irotBerj ? 
Tancred it ftyled^us; at whom 1 certaiiily not of Rogecy nor of 
BphtBiond* 

whelmed 
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whelmed the crulkders ; they loft their order and C H A p. 
ooniidence, and the fainting %ht was fuflained ^^^ 
by the peribnal valour, rather than by the mili- 
tary condu£i, of Bohemoi>d,Tancred, and Robert 
of Normandy. They were revived by the wel- 
come banners of Duke Godfrey,who flow to their 
fuccour, with the Count of Vermandois, and fixty 
tho^iand horfe ; and was> followed by Raymond 
of TbolouCe, the Biihop of Puy, and the re- 
mainder of the facred army. Without a moment's 
paufe^ they formed in new order, and advanced 
to a fecond battle. They were received with 
equ^l refolutioa; and, in their common di£dain 
fyt the unwailike people of Greece and Afia, it 
was eonfefied on both fid^s, that the Turks and 
thd Franks were the only nations entitled to the 
appellation of lbldie^s*^ Their encounter wa« 
varied and balanced by the contraA of arms ^nd 
di&ipline; of the dire^ charge and whe<i^Bi»g 
evolution^ ^ of the couched lance, and the brank 
difhed javelia ; of a weighty bvoad*fword, and a 
cvoohed fidsre: of cumbrous, a^rmour and t\An 
flowing robes;; aad of the long Tartar bow, and 
the wtbaUfi or crofs'^bow, a deadly weapon, yet 
Uftknown to the Orientals^. As long as tbo 

^ V^rvnt^xnm 4¥9niltfe vflk de Bawomioi generatioac^; et^ quUi 
nullum homp naturaliter debcit efTe iqiles. mil Fnwd et. Turci (Gdiii 
Vranconiniy p. 7.). The fiime community of blood and valour is at- 
tefted by Archbifliop Baldric (p. 99.). 

VkSt^r-SU' l)uf)9i\£^9 GW» La^in. toH>f i* ps. 53ih SS.'h fc tlut 
4w..o£ Ap^ CoQMim^^ tJiAs^ wea(p<^ y^il^ fke-^^CqAlm m^ ^ 
n^. Q^ U^/^ns^ ws»^ ud1^9QW» hk % Eaft (1. x. p. a9ii.> % an; 
litt4V»ne.i9Cf)n^4^(;y» tbq Fc^. ilrQv^ tp pi^olubU.U i4.C^iftHii.wmM« 

horfes 
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43 ft A P. horfes'were frefh and the quivers fall, Solim'aH 

LVlii. maintained the advantage of the day ; and'fbur 

thoufand Chriftians were pierced by the Turkifli 

arrows. In the evening,, fwiftnefs yielded to 

Hrength ; on either fide, the numbers were equial^ 

m .at leaft as great as any ground could hold^ or 

eny generals could manage ; but in turning th4 

hills, the laft divifion of Raymond and his yro# 

vincicds was led, perhaps without defign, on the 

rear of an exhaufted enemy \ and the longcon* 

ted was determined. Befides a namelefs and 

unaccbuntable multitude, three tliouland Pagan 

knights were flain in the battle and purfuit ; the 

camp of Soliman was pillaged ; and in the variety 

of precious fpoil, the curiofity of the Latins was 

ainufed with foreign arms and apparel, and tfad 

pev afpe6l of dromedaries and camels* i The 

importauce of the vidlory was proved by the 

hafty retreat of the Sultan : refer ving ten thou- 

- iand guards of the relics of his army, Soliman^ 

eivacuated the kingdom of Roum, andhaftened to 

implore the aid,. and kindle the.refentmeiit, of 

March his ^J^ailem brethren. In a march of five bun- 

th^Lefler ^^^^ miles, the cruladers traverfed the Lefler 

Afia, July Afiaj through a wafl:ed land and deferted towns^ 

— Septem- without either finding a friend or an enemy. The 

geographer*' may trace the pofition of Dory- 

laeum, Antioch of Pifidia, Iconium, Arcliielais^ 



• ''The curious reader may compare the daffic learning of Cellarius, 
dtod Ae geographical fcience of D'Anville. "Wlllianiof 'Tyre is th*' 
onJy hiftorian of the crufades who has any knowledge of antiquity ; 
and M. Otter tiod almoft in the fbotfteps of the Fraiikrfronl Cbnftart- 
tuople to^Antioch (Voyage en Turquie et *n Pericy torn, i. p.35-=— ?S.).* 

14 and 
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:|nd Oermanicia, and may coooipare thofe cls^o c; ij A P^ 
appellations with, the modern naipes of E^iiheh* ^_ -^-1/ 
the old city, Akfliebr the -white city, ^Cogni, 
JErekli, and.Marafh. As the pilgrims pa;ffed over: 
^ defer t, where a draught of wat^r is excl'iauged 
for filver, they were tormented by intolerable^ 
thirft ; ' and on the banks of the firft rivulet, : tli^ii; 
hafte and intemperance wereflill inqre pernicious 
to the diforderly throng. They climbed with.toil 
and danger the fteep and flippery fides of mount 
Taurus : many of the Ibldiers call away their, 
arms to fecure their footijteps ; and had not ter-, 
yor preceded their van, the long and trembling 
file miglit have been driven ;down the precipice, 
by a haiidful of refolute enemies. Two of their - 

moflrefpefilable chijefs, the. Duke of Lorraine and 
the Count of Tholoufe, were carried in litters i . 
Raymond w?j& raifed, as it is faid by miracle, from ' 

an hopelefs malady j and Godfrey bad- been torn 
by a bear, as he purfued that rough and perilous 
t^l]ace in ^the mountains of Pifidia. 
. To improve the general confternation, the cou- Baidwia 
fin of Bohemond and the brother of Godfrey. ^°!^*?^**« 
were detached from tHe main army with their of Edefla, 
refpedlable fquadrons of five, and of feyen j hun- ^ ^- ^097 
dred knights. They over-ran iii ar rapid career ""^^^^' 
the hiUs and fea-coaft of Qilicia, frpm Cogni tO; 
the Syrian gates : the Norman ftandard was firft 
planted oti the walls of Tarfiis and Malmiftra ; 
but the proud injuftice of Baldwin at length' 
provoked the patient and gi&nerous Italian ; and 
they turned their confecrated fwords againft each 
other in a private and profane quarrel. Honour 
; :• was 
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was the motive, and fame the tev^tdy ot TaiN 
ered ; but fortnne lidiled on the more felfidf nv 
terprife of his rival^. He was eaHed te the affifl- 
ance of a Greek or Armenian tyrant, who had 
heen fuffered under the Turkifli yoke to reign 
ov^ the Chnftians of Edeifit. Baldwin accepted 
the character of hie fbn and champion ; but no 
fooner was he introdnced into the city, than he 
infliamed the people to the mai&cre of hisf father, 
occupied &e throne and treaiwe, extended his 
conqueils over the hills of Armenia and the plain 
of Melbpotanria, and founded the SrA principal- 
Bty of the Frante or Latins, which fnbfifted fifty- 
four years beyowd the Euphrates "^^ 

Before the Franks couM cwtcr l^ria, ti&e ffim^' 
mer, and even the autumn, were completely 
wafted : the fiege of Antioeh, or the feparationt 
and repofe' of the army during the winter foafon, 
was ftrengly debated m their eouncS: the love of 
arms and the holy fepulchre urged them to adv 
vance ; and reaferr perhaps was on the fidie of 
refolution, fince every hour of delay abates the 
fame ami force of the invader, afnd multiplies the* 
relburces of defenfivc war. The capital of Syn^ 
was protefiked by the rii^erOrotttes^;, and the rrcw 
bridgci of nine arches, derives fts ntmie'ihnnthe' 
maffy gates of the two towersr which are* cobk 



^ This tlftacked onvpidliof Edefla^ is^ beft-repivftnted by Fiildiai«r 

C^umotenfisy or of Chartrc* (in the coHedtioas of Bongarfius^ Dvt* 
chefne^ and Martenne)> the valiant chaplain of Count Baldwin (Efprif 
dea Ctoifadesr tDm. L pu x^ t4.). Ifitthe diipnt&s of tAat prince itfhkf 
Tancred* his partiaKt^ b enoountered by the partiality of Radulj^iA 
Cadomenfisi the foldier and hifforian of the gallant marqub. 

^See de Guignesy HUL des Htrns^ torn; i. p. 45^ 

flru6ted 
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ftru^led at either end. They were opened by the c h jv; P. 
fword of the Duke of Normandy: his vi6lory i-vm. 
gave entrance to three hundred thoufand cru- "'"" 
iaders, an account which may allow fome fcope 
for lofles and defertion, but which clearly detects 
much exaggeratioii in the review of Nice. In 
the defcription of Antioch% it is not eafy to 
define a middle term between her ancient mag- 
nificence, under the fucceffors of Alexander and 
Auguflus, and the modern * afpe6l of Turkifli 
defblation. The Tetrapolis, or four cities, if 
they retained their name and pofition, muft hiave 
left a large vacuity in a circumference of twelve 
miles J and that meafure, as well as the number 
of four hundred towers, are not perfectly confif- 
tent with the five gates, fo often mentioned in 
the hiftory of the fiege. Yet Antioch muft have 
ftill flouriihed as a great and populous capital. 
At the head of the Turkifh emirs, Baghifian, a 
veteran chief, commanded in the place; his 
garrifon was cbmpofed of fix or feven thoufand 
horfe, and fifteen or twenty thoufand foot : one 
hundred thoufand Moflems are faid to have fallen 
by the fword ; and their numbers were probably 
inferior to the Greeks, Armenians, and Syrians, 
who had been no more than fourteen years the 
flaves of the houfe of Seljuk. From the remains 
of a folid and ftately wall, it appears to have 



*» For Antioch, fee Pococke (Defcription of the Eaft, voLii. p.i. 
p. 188^-193.), Otter (Voyage en Turquie, &c. torn. 1. p. 81, &c.), the 
Turkiih geographer (in Otter's notes^ the Index Geographicus of 
Schultens (ad cakem Bohadin. Vit. SaUdin.) and Abulfida (Tabula 
Sytiac, p. IZ59 126. verf, Reiflce). 

VOL. XI. P arifen 
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c^H A p. arifen to the height of threefcorefaet in the val* 
kys; and wherever lefk art and labour had been 
applied, the ground was fiippofed to be defended 
by the river, the morafs, and the mountains. 
Notwithftanding thefe fortifications, the city had 
been repeatedly taken by the Perfians, the Arabs, 
the Greeks, and the Turks ; fo large a circuit 
nauft have yielded many pervious pointsof attack; 
and in a fiege that was formed about the middle 
of O^ober, the vigour of the execution could 
alone juftify the boldneis of the attempt. What- 
ever ftrength and valour could perform in the 
field was abundantly difeharged by the champions 
of the crofs: in the frequent occafiodsof fidlies, 
of forage, of the attack and defence of convoys^ 
they were often vi^wious ; and we can only 
complain, that their exploits are fometimes en-i 
larged beyond the Icale of probability and truth* 
The fword of Godfrey*' divided a Turk from 
the (hdulder to the haunch ; and one half of 
the infidel fell to the ground, while the other was 
tranfported by his horfe to the city gate. Aa 
Robert of Normandy rode againft his antagonift, 
** I devote thy bead," be pioufly exclaimed, *« to 

^ Eniein clevmt» eumque k ikiiftra parte icapularum» tant4 wtute 
intodity ut qu6d pe<5hi8 medium disjuazit f^pmam etviulia intemipit s 
et fie Ittbricus enfis fuper cms deictrum integer eadvit ; ficque caput 
iiitQgram cum dextWi pwrte corpom iiamerfit giurgtte^ paiteanque qam 
equo prsefidebat remifit civitati (Robert. Mon. p. so.)* Cujus enfe tra- 
je^usy Turcus duo fadhis eft Turd : ut inferior alter in uibem equi- 
tarety alter arciteacns in flnmine nataret (Raduiph. Cadom. c. 53. 
p. 304 •)• Yet he juftifies tlve deed by ihejiupendij viribus of Ged- 
frfsy:i and William of Tyr» covers it by* obftupuit popuiua fa^ wv 

wtate mirabilis (1. v. c. 6. p. fOX.}, Yet it muft not fskxwm 

appeared incredible to the knights of ttat 9g^ 

** the 



•^ the demons of hell j^^ and that head \ras in- c it A A 
ftantly cloven to the breaft by the refiftlefe ftroke ^ ^^^ 'j. 
of his defcending falchion. But the reality or / 
report of fuch gigantic proweft ** muft have 
taught the Moflemd to keep within their walls } 
and againft thofe walls of earth or ilone^ the 
fword and the lance were unavailing weapons* 
In the flow and fucceffive labours of a fiege, the 
crufaders were fupine and ignorant, without (kill 
to contrive, or money to purchafe, or induftry to 
ufe, the artificial engines and implements of 
^flault. In the conqueil of Nice, they had been 
powerfully affiled by the wealth and knowledge 
,of the Greek Emperor: his abfence was poorly 
fupplied by fome Genoefe and Pifan veffels, that 
were attra6t:ed by religion or trade to the coafl of 
Syria: the ftores were fcanty, the return pre* 
carious, and the communication difficult and 
dangerous. Indolence or weaknefi had prevented 
the Franks from invefting the entire circuit) 
and the perpetual freedom of two gates relieved 
the Wants and recruited the garrifon of the city# 
At the end of feven months, after the ruin of 
their cavalry, and an enormous lofs by famine^ 
defertion, and fatigue, the progrefe of the cru»^ 
faders was imperceptible, and their fuccefs re* 
mote, if the Latin Ulyfles, the artful and ambi^ 
tious Bohemond, had not employed the arms of 
cunning and deceit. The Chriftians of Antioch 
were numerous and difcontented : Phirouz^ a 

*- See the exploits of Robert, Raymond^ and the modeft Tancred^ 
who impofed Gkoct on his fquke (Hadulph. C^om. c. 53.). 
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^Lvit ^* ^y^^^^ renegado, had acquired the favour of the 
emir and the command of three towers ; and 
the merit of his repentance diiguifed to the La- 
tins, and perhaps to himfelf, the foul defign of 
perfidy and treafon. A fecret correfpondence^ 
for their mutual intereft, was fi)on eilablifhed 
between Phirouz and the Prince of Tarento; and 
Bohemond declared in the council of the chiefs, 
that he could deliver the city into their hands. 
But he claimed the fovereignty of Antioch as the 
reward of his fervice ; and the propofal which 
had been reje6led by the envy, was at length 
extorted from the dillreis, of his equals. The 
no6fcumal furprife was executed by the French 
and Norman princes, who afcended in perfon 
the fcaling-ladders that were thrown from the 
walls: their new profelyte, after the murder of 
his too fcrupulous brother, embraced and intro- 
duced the fervants of Chrift; the army rulhed 
through the gates ; and the Moflems foon found, 
that, although mercy was hopelefs, refiilance was 
impotent. But the citadel ilill refuled to fur- 
render; and the vi6tors themfelves were ipeedilj 
encompaiTed and befieged by the innumerable 
forces of Kerboga, Prince of Moful, who, with 
twenty-eightTurkifti emirs, advanced to the deli- 
verance of Antioch. Five-and-twenty days the 
Chriftiansfpent on the verge of deftru6lion; and 
the proud lieuteilant of the Caliph and the Sultan 
left them only the choice of fervitude or death ^^ 

'^ Alt^ mendonuig the difbefs and humble petition of the Franks 
Abulpharagius adds the haughty reply of Codbukai or Kerboga ; « Nom 
twfiiri efti» nifi per gladium," (Dynaft. p. a4a-). 

In 
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In this extremity they collected the relics of c H A P. 
their ftrength, fallied from the town, and in a ,.^^^ ', 
fingle memorable day annihilated or dilperfed viaory of 
the hoft of Turks and Arabians, which they nright ^^ ^™" 
lafely report to have confifted of fix hundred *a^i>. 
thoufand men'*. Their fupernatural allies I Ihali io98» 
proceed to confider : the human caufes of the '"*^ *^* 
vi6lory of Antioch were the fearlefs defpair of the 
Franks ; and the furprife, the difcord, perhaps 
the errors, of their unikilful and prefumptuous ad- 
verfaries. The battle is defcribed with as much 
dlforder as it was fought ; but we may obferve 
the tent of Kerboga, a moveable and ipacious 
palace, enriched with the luxury of Afia, and 
capable of holding above two thoufand perfons j 
we may diftinguiih his three thoufand guards, 
who were cafed, the horfes as well as the men» 
in complete fteel. 

In the eventful period ofthefiege and defence Their fa- 
of Antioch, the crufaders were, alternately, ex- ^^^^ 
isdted by vi6lory or funk in defpair; either fwelled Antioch* 
■with plenty or emaciated with hunger. A fpecu- 
lative reafoner might fuppofe, that their faith had 
a ftrong and ferious influence oh their pra3;ice ; 



^ In defcribing the hofl of Kerboga» mpfl of the Latin hifiorians^ 
the .author of the Gefta (p. ly.)^ Robert Monachus (p*56.]» Baldric 
(p. iix.)» Fulcherius Camotenfis (p. 39a.)> Guibert (p. 5ia.> Wilfiam 
of Tyre (1. vi, c. 3. p. 7iA*)> Bernard Thefaurarins (c. 39. p. 695.^ are 
content i^nth the vague expreffions of infinita muititndo^ immenfum 
aginen» innumerae copi^ or ,gente8> which correfpond with the ixtret 
c^yapidjuvrreuy ;^iXiai«y of Anna Comnena (Alexias^ Lxu p. 318 — 320.). 
The numbers of the Turks are fixed by Albert Aquenils at 2oo»ooo 
(1. iv. c» 10. p. 242.}y and by Radulphus Cadomenfis at 400)0co horfe 
(c, 7». p. ao90- 

J 3 and 



^d tME DBCLIHE AND FALL 

C H A P» arid that the foldiers of the crofi, the delivererl 
Lvm. ^f ^Y^^ jjQJy fepulchre, prepared themfelves by 9 
fober and virtuous life for the daily contempla* 
tion of martyrdboi. Experience blows away thas 
charitable illufion : and feldom does the hiftory 
of profane war difplay fuch fcenes oi intetn^ 
persmce and proftitution as were exhibited undec 
the walls of Antioch, The grove of Daphne no 
longer flourifliedj but the Syrian air was ftili 
impregnated with the fitme vices j the Chriftiana 
were feduced by every temptation ^ that nature 
either prompts or reprobates ; the authority of 
the chiefs was defpifed ; and fermona'and edi^^ 
were alike fruitleis againfl thofe fcandalous dif* 
orders, not lefs pernicious to military difcipline, 
than repugnant to evangelidJ purity. In the firft 
days of the flege and the poffeffimi of Antiocb, 
the Franks confuraed with wanton and thought* 
lefs prt)digality the frugal fubfiftence of weeks 
and months : the defolate country no longer 
yielded a fupply; and from that country they 
were at length excluded by the arms of the be^ 
fieging Turks. Difeaie^ the faithful companion 
of want, Was envenomed by the rains of the 
winter, the fummer heats, unwholefome food, 
and the clofe imprifonment of multitudes. The 
pi6lures of famine and peftUence are always the 
fame, and always difguftftil 5 and our imagina^ 
tion may fuggell the nature of their fuflferings 
. and their refourees. The remains of treafure ot 

*' Bee the tragic and fcandafou$ fate of an arclideacon of royal birth, 
who i^as flain by the Turks as he repofed in an orchardi playing at 
4ice with a Syrian concubine. 

U fpoil 
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fpoil were eagerly laviflied in the purchftfe of the c b A'l^. 
vileft noarifhmetit j and dreadful mu(l have been .. ^J^' 
the calamities of the poor^ fince, after paying 
three marks of fflver for a goat and fifteen for a 
lean camel ^% the Count of Flanders was reduced 
to beg a dinner^ and Duke Godfrey to borrow an 
horfe; Sixty thoufand horfes had been reviewed 
in the camp : before the end of the flege they 
were diminifbed to two thoufand, and fcarcely 
two hundred fit for fervice could be muftered on 
the day of battle. Weaknefs of body and terroi* 
of mind estinguiflied the ardent enthufiafm of 
the pilgrims ; and every motive of honour and 
religion was fubdued by the defire of life*'. 
Among the chiefs, three heroes may be found 
without fear or reproach : Godfrey of Bouillon 
was lupported by bis magnanimous piety ; Bohe- 
mond by ambition and intereft, and Tancred 
declared, in the true fpirit of chivalry, that as 
lotxg as he was at the head, of forty knights, he 
would never relinquifh theenterprife of Paleftine^^ 
But the Count of Thdoufe and Provence wad 
flifpefted of a voluntary indifpofltion : the Duke 
of Normandy was recalled from the ffea-ihore by 

^ The nlue of tn Ctt roTe ftdm fitre foOdi (fifteen ^tiiUiiigs) At 
Chriftmas to two marks (four pounds), and afterwards oiuth h^crt 
a kid or lamb, froiA one ihilling to eighteen of our prefent money : la 
the iieeond fitmine, a loaf of bread, or the head of an animal, fold for 
a piece of gold. More examples might be produced ; but it is the 
ordinary, not the extraordinary, prices, that deferve the notice of th^ 
philofopher. 

V Alii multi quoitim nomini non tenemus ; quia, deleta de libro 
iStse, praefenti operi non funt inferenda (Will. Tyr. 1. vi. c. 5. p. 715.). 
Otnbtrt (p.5iS- 5^30 attempts to excufe Hugh iJie Great, and evcp 
Stephen of Chaitres. 

F 4 the 
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CHAP, the cenfures of the church ; Hugh the Great, 
though he led the vanguard of the battle, iem- 
hraced an ambiguous opportunity of returning 
to France ; and Stephen Count of Chaitres bafcly 
deferted the ftandard which he bore, and the 
council in which he prefided* The foldiers were 
difcouraged by the flight of William Vifcount 
of Melun, furnamed the Carpenter^ from the 
* weighty ftrokes of his axe ; and the faints were 
fcandalifed by the fall of Peter the Hermit, who, 
after arming Europe againfl Alia, attempted to 
efcape from the penance of a neceflary fall. Of 
the multitude of recreant warriors ; the names 
(fays an hiftorian) are blotted from the book of 
life ; and the opprobrious epithet of the rope- 
dan cef? was applied to the deferters who dropt 
in th? night from the walls of Antioch. The 
Emperor Alexius ^% who feemed to advance to 
the fuccour of the Latins was difmayed by the 
affurance of their hopelefs condition. They ex- 
pe6ied their fate in filent deQ)air; oaths and 
punilhments were tried without effect ; and to 
roufe the foldiers to the defence of the walls, it 
was found neceflary to fet fire to their quarters. 
Legend of Fot their falvation and vi6lory, they were in- 
tiie 4oiy debted to the fame fanaticifm which had led them 
to the brink of ruin. In fuch a caufe, and in 
fuch an army, vifions, prophefies, and miracles, 
were frequent and familiar. In the diHrefs of 

9^ See the progrefs of the crufadc, the retreat of Alexius, the vic- 
tory of Antiochy and the conqueft of Jerufalem, in the Alexiad* 1. xi. 
P- 3^7 — 3a7- Anna was fo prone to exaggeration^ that flie magnifies 
the exploits of the Latins. 

1 6 Antioch, 
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A»tioch, they were repeated with unufual energy chap. 
aod fucceft: St. Ambrofe had affured a piouB ^^ ^^ 
ecdefiailic, that two years of trial muft precede 
thefeafon of deliverance and grace; the deferters 
were flopped by the prefence and reproaches of 
Chrift himfelf; the dead had promifed to arife 
and combat with their brethren; the Virgin had 
obtained the pardon of their fins; and their con- 
fidence was revived by a vifible fign, the feafon- 
able and fplendid difcovery of the holy lance. 
T\}e policy of their chiefs has on this occafion 
beenadmired^ and might furely be excufed; but 
a pipus fraud is feldom produced by the cool 
confpiracy of many perfbns ; and a voluntary im- 
poftor might depend on the fupport of the wife 
and the creduUty of the people. Of the diocefe 
of Marfeilles, there was a priefl of low cunning 
and loofe manners, and his name was Peter Bar* 
tholemy. He prefented himfelf at the door of 
the council-chamber, to difclofe an apparition of 
St. Andrew, which had been thrice reiterated in 
bis fleep, with a dreadful menace, if he pre- 
fumed to fupprefs the commands of heav^en. " At 
*^ Antioch,*' faid the apoftle, " in the church of 
** my brother St. Peter, near the high "altar, is 
** concealed the Heel head of the lance that 
** pierced the fide of our Redeemer. In three 
<* days, that inflrumenC' of eternal, and now of 
*^ temporal, falvation, will be manifefted to his 
^^ difciples. Search and ye (hall find : bear it 
" aloft in battle ; and that myfl^ic weapon Ihall 
** penetrate the fouls of the mifcreants.*' The 
Pope's legate, the Bifliop of Puy, affefted to lifl;en 

with 
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c M A p. with coldnefs and diftrpft; but the revelation wm 
^m^ eagerly accepted by Count Kaymbnd, whom his 
faithful fubje^t^ in the name of the apoftle, bad 
chofen for the guardian of the holy lance. The 
experiment was refolved; and on th^ third day, 
after a due preparation of prayer and failing, the 
prieftsof Marfeilles introduced twelve trufty fpec- 
tators, among whom were the Count and his chap* 
lain ; and the church-doors were barred againft 
the impetuous multitude* The ground was 
opened in the appointed place ; but the workmen, 
who relieved each other, dug to the depth of 
twelve feet without difcovering the objeft of their 
fearch. In the evening, when Count Raymond 
had withdrawn to his ppft, and the weary affiH 
tants began to murmur, Bartholemy, in his ihirt, 
and without his fhoes, boldly defcended into the 
pit; the darknefs of the hour and of the place 
enabled him to fecret and depofit the head of a 
Saracen lance; and the firil found, the \firil 
gleam, of the fleel was faluted with a devout 
rapture. The holy lance was drawn from its 
recefs, wrapt in a veil of filk and gold, and ex« 
pofed to the veneration of the crufaders ; their 
anxious fufpence burft forth in a general fliout 
of joy and hope, and the defponding troops were 
again inflamed with the enthuiiafm of valour. 
Whatever had been the arts, and whatever 
might be the fentiments of the chiefs, they Ikil- 
fully improved this fortunate revolution by every 
aid that difcipline and devotion could afford. 
The foldiers were difmifled to their quarters with 
an injun^liou to fortify theix" minds and bodies 

for 
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for the approaching eoiifliS:, freely to beftow chap* 
their faft pittance on themfelves and their horfes, .^^^^ ^ 
Kind to expe6i with the dawn of day the fignal ot 
vYiSory* On the feftival of St Peter and St. Paul, 
the gates of Antioch wete thrown open : a mar* 
tial p&kn, ^^ Let the Lord arife, and Icit bis 
" enemies be fcattered !*' was chaunted by a 
proceffionofpriefts and monks; the battle array 
was marshalled in twelve divifions, in honour of 
the twelve apoiUes ; and the holy lance, in the 
abfence of JR^aymond, was entrufted to the hands 
of his chaplain. The influence of this relic or 
trophy was felt by the fervants^ and perhaps by 
the enemies, of Chriil^'j and its potent energy 
was heightened by an accident, a ftratagem, or ' 
a nimour, of a miraculous complexion. Three Ceieftiai 
knights, in white garments and refplendent arms, ^"^*™°^ 
either iffued, or feemed to ilTue, from the hills: 
the voice of Adhemar, the Pope^s legate, pro* 
claimed them as the martyrs St George, St.Theo* 
dore, and St Maurice ; the tumult of battle 
allowed no time for doubt or fcrutiny ; and the 
welcome apparition dazzled the eyes or theima« 
ginatidn of a fanatic army. In the feafon of 
danger and triumph, the revelation of Bartho** 
lemy of Marfeilles was unanimoufly aflerted ; but 
as £bon as the temporary fervice was accom* 
pliflied, the perfbnal dignity and liberal alms 
which the Count of Tholoufe derived from the 

^' Tlie Mahometan Aboulmahafen (apud de Guignes, torn. ii. p. ii, 
p. 95.) i« more Qom£i in his account of the holy lance than the Chrlf- 
tutftt* Anna Comnena and Abulpharagius : the Greek Prineeis com 
founds it with a nail of the crofa^^ 2tk* p^ $^6.) i thft Jacobite primate^ 
«itkSl«f)r^»fiaff(p. Mii«> 

cuftody 
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CHAP, cuftody of the holy lance, provoked the envy, 
^^ and awakened the reafon, of his rivals. A Nor- 
man clerk prefumed to fift, with a philofbphic 
Ipirit, the truth of the legend, the circumftances. 
of the difcovery, and the charafter of the pro- 
phet; and the pious Bohemond afcribed their 
deliverance to the merits and interceflion of Chrift 
alone. For a while, the Provincials defended 
their national palladium with clamours and arms; 
and new vifions condemned to death and hell 
the profane fceptics, who prefumed to fcrutinife 
the truth and merit of the difcovery. The pre- 
valence of incredulity compelled the author to 
fubmit his life and veracity to the judgment of 
God. A pile of dry faggots, four feet high, and 
fourteen long, was erected in the midft of the 
camp ; the flames burnt fiercely to the elevation 
of thirty cubits ; and a narrow path of twelve 
inches was left for the perilous trial. The un- 
fortunate pried of Marieilles traverfed the fire 
with dexterity and fpeed ; but his thighs and 
belly were fcorched by the intenfe heat ; he ex- 
pired the next day ; and the logic of believing 
minds will pay fome regard to his dying pro- 
teftations of innocence and truth. Some efibrts 
were made by the Provincials to Aibftitute a crofs, 
a ring, or a tabernacle, in the place of the holy 
lance, which foon vaniflied in contempt and obr 
Jivion'°°. Yet the revelation of Antioch is^ 

gravely 

^ The two antagonifb who expnfk the moft intimate knowledge and 
the ihongeft convi<5Uon of the miracltf and of iht/raftdf are Raymond 
des Agilesy and Radulphus Cadomenfisy the one attached to the Count 
«f Tkobufet tht other to the Noraum princt. Fnlcherius Carnotenfis 

pitfuints 
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gravely aflerted by fucceeding hiftorians; and C h ap« 
fuch is the progrefs. of credulity, that miracles, ^^^^^ 
moft doubtful on the fpot and at the moment, 
will be received with implicit faith at a conve- 
nient diftanc^ of time and ipace. 

The prudence or fortune of the Franks had Theibte 
delayed their invafion till the decline of the Xurks anct 
Turkiih empire "°'. Under the manly govern- caliphs of 
ment of the three firft Sultans, the kingdoms of ^^^^ 
Afia were united in peace and juftice ; and the 
innumerable armies which they led in perfon 
were equal in courage and fuperior in difcipline, 
to the Barbarians of the Weft. But at the time 
of the crufade, the inheritance of Malek Shaw 
was dilputed by his four fons ; their private ambi* 
tion was infenfible of the public danger; and, in 
the viciffitudes of their fortune, the royal vaflals 
were ignorant, or regardlefs, of the true obje6t of 
their allegiance. The twenty-eight emirs who 
marched with the ftandard of Kerboga, were his 
rivals or enemies; their hafty levies were drawn 
from the towns and tents of Mefopotamia and 
Syria ; and the Turkiih veterans were emplpyed 
or confiimed in the civil wars beyond the Tigris. 
The Caliph of Egypt embraced this opportunity 
of weaknefs and difcord, to recover bis ancient 
pofleffions ; and his Sultan Aphdal beiieged Je« 
rufalem and Tyre, expelled the children of Ort;ok, 

prefttines to %» Audite fraudem et non firaudem ! and afterwards, In- 
venit lanceam^ fallaciter occuitatam forfitan. The reft of the hei^l are 
loud and firenuous. 

'^ See M. de Guignef, (torn. iL p. ii*. p. 4439 &c.) ; and the article 
•f Bariiar^k, Mobammcdi Sangiar^ in D'tii9rbelpt« 

and 
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CHAP, and reftoredin Paleftine the civil and ecclefikfUadl 
^^' , authority of the Fatimites*°\ They heard with 
ailoniihment of the vaft annies of Chriftiansthat 
had pafled &om Europe to Afia, and rejoiced in 
the fieges and battles which broke' the power of 
the Turks, the adverfaries of their fefil and mo- 
narchy. But the fame Chriftiails were the ene^ 
mies of the prophet ; and from the overthrow of 
Nice and Antioch, the motive of their enterprife, 
which was gradually underftood^ would urge 
them forwards to the banks of the Jordan, or 
perhaps of the Nile. An intercourfe of epiftles 
and embaffies, which rofe and fell with the events 
of war, was maintained between the throne of 
Cairo and the camp of the Latins ; and their ad^^ 
verfe pride was the refult of ignorance and en* 
thufiafm. The miniflers of Egypt declared in 
an haughty, or infinuated in a milder tone, that 
their fovereign, the true and lawful commander 
of the faithful, had refcued Jerufalem from the 
Turkifli yoke; and that the pilgrims, if they 
would divide their numbers, and lay aiide their 
arms, fhould, find a fafe and hofpitable reception 
at the fepulchre of Jefus. In Uie belief of their 
loft condition, the Caliph Moftali defpifed their 
arms and imprilbned their deputies : the conqueft 
and viftory of Antioch prompted him to folicit 
thofe formidable champioiis with gifts of hor&s 

'*' fhe Emiry or Siiitan Aphtblf recovered Jendalm 4iid Tyn^ 
A* H. 4S9 (Itenaudoty Hift Pa^arck. AlexaAdria. p. 47^^ !>• Gu^ 
nesy torn. i. p. 249. from Abulfeda and Ben SchMUiah). Jendatem 
uite adventuM vtOram racwpeimBHiy Threat ^jmIsui% % lite Fati- 
oute ambafladorai-' '« ' 

and 
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^nd filk robes, of Vftfes, and purfes of gold and chap. 
filv«j and in bis eftimateof their merit or i ^^^ ^ j 
power, the firfl pl^ce was^ffigned to Bohemond, 
and the fecond to Godfrey, In either fortune 
the anfwer of the crii(aders was firm and uni- 
form : they difdained to inquire into the private 
claims or pofleffions of the followers of Mahomet : 
whatfoever was his name or nation, the ufurper 
of Jeruialem W9.s their enemy; and inftead of 
prefcribiiig the mode and terms of their pilgrim-* 
age, it was only by a timely fiirrender of the city 
and province, their ikcred right, that he could 
deferve their alliance, or deprecate their impend* 
iAg and irreiiftible attack ""^ 

Yet this attack, when they were within the Delay of 
view and reach of their glorious prize, was fut the Franks, 
pended above ten months after the defeat of Ker* j^^gV * 
boga. The zeal and courage of the cruikders Ju^ 
were chilled in the moment of viftory ; and, in- j^^' 
ftead of marching to improve the conftemation. May. 
they haftily difperfed to enjoy the luxury, of 
Syria. The caufes of this flrange delay may be 
found in the want of ilrength and fubordination. 
In the painful and various fervice of Antiock, 
the cavalry was annihilated; many tboufiindstif 
every r£uik had been loft, by &mine, ficknefs, 
and defertion : the fame abufe of plenty bad 
been produ6live of a third famine ; and the aU 

"'^ See the tran£ufttoii8 between the CaHph of Egypt and the eraik<P 
dersf in VTIliiam of Tyre (1. iv. c. 24. 1. vi. c. i9.) and Albert Aquen£U 
(1. iH. c. 59.)> who are more feafihle of thtir imp<»tance, than the con- 
4»niporaiy wixten. 

ternative 
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CHAP, ternative of intemperance and diftrefs, had ge- 
^^' ^ nerated a peftileace, which fwept away above 
fifty thoufand of the pilgrims. Few were able 
to command, and none were willing to oBey : 
the domeftic feuds, which had been ftifled by 
commoti fear, were again renewed in afts, or at 
leaft in fentiments, of hoftility ; the fortune of 
Baldwin and Bohemond excited the envy of their 
companions; the braveft knights were enlifted for^ 
the defence of their new principalities; andCount 
Raymond exhaufted his troops and treafures in 
an idle expedition into the heart of Syria. The 
winter was confumed in difcord and diforder ; a 
fenfe of honour and religion was rekindled in the 
fpring ; and the private foldiers lefs fufceptible 
of ambition and jealoufy, awakened with angry 
'j'hejf clamours the indolence of their chiefs. In the 
march to mouth of May, the relics of this mighty hoft 
^^ dT' proceeded from Antioch to Laodicea ; about forty 
1099. thoufand Latins, of .whom no more than fifteen 
15^^ ^~ hundred horfe, and twenty thoufand foot, were 
capable of immediate fervice. Their eafy march 
was continued between Mount Libanus and the 
fea-fhore ; their wants were liberally fupplied by 
the coafting traders of Genoa and Pifa ; and they 
drew large contributions from the emirs of Tri- 
poli, Tyre, Sidon, Acre,and C3Bfarea,whogranted, 
a free paflkge, and promifed to follow the ex- 
ample of Jerulalem, From Caefarea they ad- 
vanced into the midland country ; their clerks re- 
cognifed the facred geography of Lydda, Ramla, 
Emaus, and Bethlem^and as foon as they defcried 

the 
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the holy city, the crufaders forgot their toiU C H A P, 
and claimed the;r reward '°^ .^^ ^-^ 

Jerufalem has derived fome reputation from siege and 
the iiumber and importance of her memorable conq««it<^ 
lieges. It was not till after a long and obltinate A.D.1099. 
contell that Babylon and Rome could prevail June 7— 
againfl the obftinacy of the people, the craggy ^ ^^ 
•ground that 'might fuperfede the neceffity of 
fortifications, and the walls and towers that 
would have fortified the moft acceffible plain '°% 
Thefe obflacles were diminifhed in the age of 
the crufades. The bulwarks had been; com* 
pletely deftroyed and imperfedtly reftored ; the 
Jews, their nation, and worlhip, were for ever 
baniihed; but nature is lefs changeable than 
man, and the fite of Jerufalem, though Ibmewhat 
ibflened and fomewhat removed, was ftill ftrong 
againfl the afTaults of an enemy. By the ex- 
perience of a recent fiege, and a three years' 
^pofTef&on, the Saracens of Egypt had been 
taught to difcern, and in fome degree to re- 
medy, the defedls of a place, which religion as 
well as honour forbade them to refign, Aladin, 
or Iflikhar, the caliph's lieutenant, was entrufled 
with the defence : his policy flrove to reflraiu 
the native Chriflians by the dread of their own 

'^ The greateft part of the inarch of the Franks is traced, and moft , 

accurately traced, in Maundrell's Journey from Aleppo to Jerufalem 
(p. 17— '67.); im des meilleurs morceaux, ians contredit, qu'on ait 
dans ce genre (D'Anville, Memoire fur Jerufalem, p. a 7.). 

"'See the mafterly defciiption of Tacitus (Hift.*v. 11, i», 13.^ 
who iuppofes, that the Jewifh lawgivers had provided for a perpetual 
fiate of hoffility a^aioft the reft of mankind. 

TOii. XI, G ruia 
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CHAP, ruih and that of the holy fepulchre ; to animate 
• the Moflems by the affurance of temporal and 
eternal rewards. His garrifon is faid to have 
Confided of forty thoafand Turks and Arabians; 
and if he could tnufter twenty thoufand of the 
inhabitants, it mud be confefled that the be- 
fieged were more numerous than the befieging 
army*°*. Had the diminiftied ftrength and 
numbers of the Latins allowed them to grafp 
the whole circumference of four thoufand yards 
(about two Englifli miles and a half '°^), to what 
ufefbl purpofefliould they have defcendedinto the 
valley of Ben Himmon and torrent of Cedron"% 
or apptdached the precipicfes of the South and 
Eaft, from whence they had nothing either to 
hope or fear ? Their fiege was more reafonably 
diredled againft the northeirn and weftern fides 

'f^ The lively fcepticifm of Voltaire is balanced with fenfe and eru- 
dition by the French author of the Efprit des Crufades (torn. iv. p. 386* 
o^-bSS.]^ tvho obferves, thaty according to the Arabians^ the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem muft.have exceeded 200,000 ; that in the fiege of Titus^ 
Jpfe]^hus coHedls i^sooyooo Jews ; that they are ftated by Tacitus 
himfelf at 6oO)OO0 ; and that the largeft defalcation, that his accepts 
mm cap juftify, /^ (till leave them more numerous than the Roman 
drmy* 

'^^ Maundrell, who diligently perambulated the walls, found a circuit 
of 4630 paces, or 4167 Engliih yards (p«io9i, iiq.) ; from an authentic 
plan, D'AnviUe concludes a meafbre nearly fimilar, of X960 Frendi 
toifes (p. 23 — 29.), in his fcarce and valuable tra(Sl. For the topo- 
graphy of Jerufalem, fee Reland (Paleftina, tom.ii. p. 832 — 860.). 
' '^ Jeruiklera. was pdTeiled only of the torrent of Kedron, dry in fum- 
mer^ and of tl^e little fpring or brook of Siloe (Reland, tom.i» p. 294. 
3QO*)* \ Both ib::aDgers and natives complained of the want of water, 
which in time of war was ftudioufly aggravated. Within the city, 
Tacitus, mentions a perennial fountairii an aquedudl, and ciflems for 
«rain water, l^he aquedudl was conveyed from the rivulet Tekoe or 
Etham, whic& is like wife inentiQued by Bobadin (in Ylt* Saladin* 
p.238.). 

of 
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of the city. Godfrey of Bouillon erefted his c H A v^ 
ftandard on the firft fwell of Mount Calvary : to , ^^"• 
the left as far as St. Stephen's gate, the line of 
attack was continued by Tancred and the two 
Roberts J and Count Raymond eftablilhed his 
quarters from the citadel to the foot of Mount 
Sion, which was no longer included within the 
precin6ls of the city. On the fifth day, the 
crufaders made a general aflault, in the fanatiq 
hope of battering down the walls without en- 
gines, and of fcaling them without ladders. By 
the dint of brutal force, they burft the fiift bar- 
rier, but they were driven back with fhame and 
flaughter to the camp : the influence of vifion 
and prophecy was deadened by the too fre- 
quent abufe of thofe pious ftratagems ; and 
time and labour were found to be the only 
means of viftory. The time of the fiege was 
indeed fulfilled in forty days, but they were 
forty days of calamity and anguifli. A repeti- 
tion of the old complaint of famine may be im- 
puted in fome degree to the voracious or dif- 
orderly appetite of the Franks; but the ftony 
foil of Jerufalem is almoft deftitute of water ; 
the fcanty- fpringS and hafty torrents were dry in 
the fummer feafon ; nor was the thirft of the 
befiegers* relieved, as in the city, by the arti- 
fidal fupply of cifterns and aquedu6ls. The 
circumjacetit country is equally deftitute of 
trees for the ufes of (hade or building: but fome 
large beams were difcovered in a cave by the 
crufaders : a wood near Sichem, the enchanted 

Q 2 grove 
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CHAP, grove of Taflb "^, was cut down ; the neceffaTy 
^^' ^ timber was tranfpOTted to the camp by the 
vigour and dexterity of Tancred ; and the en- 
gines were framed by fome Genoefe artifts, who 
had fortunately landed in the harbour of Jaffa. 
Two moveable turrets were conftrufiled at the 
expence, and in the ilations, of the Duke of 
Lorraine and the Count of Tholoufe, and rolled 
forwards with devout labour, not to the mofl 
acceffible, but to the moil negledted parts, of 
the fortification. Raymond's tower was re- 
duced to afties by the fire of the befieged,-but 
his colleague was more vigilant and fuccefsful ; 
the enemies were driven by his archers from the 
rampart: the draw-bridge was let down; and oa 
a Friday at three in the afternoon, the day and 
hour of the Paffion, Godfrey of Bouillon Hood 
victorious on the walls of Jerufalem. His ex- 
ample was followed on every fide by the emula- 
tion of valour ; aud about four hundred and 
fixty years after the conquefl: of Omar, the holy 
city was refcued from the Mahometan yoke. In 
the pillage of public and private wealth, the ad- 
venturers had agreed to refpe^ the exclufive 
property of the firfl occupant ; and the fpoils of 
the great molque, feventy lamps and mafly vafes 
of gold and filver, rewarded the diligence, and 
dilplayed the generofity, of Tancred. A bloody 
iacrifice was offered by his miftaken votaries to 

^9 Gieniialemme Ltberata* canto ziii. It is pleafant enough to 
obferve how Taflb has copied and ftmbellHhed the minuteft detauls of 
Iheficge. 

the 
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the God of the Chrillians : refiftance might pro- CHAP, 
voke, but neither slge nor fex could mollify, ,^^'^ 
their implacable rage : they indulged themfelves 
three days in a promifcuous maffacre "°; and the 
infeftion of the dead bodies produced an epide- 
mical difeafe. After feventy thoufand Moflems 
had been put to the fword, and the hannlefs 
Jews had been burnt in their fynagogue, they 
could ftill referve a multitude of captives whom 
intereft or laflitude perfuaded them to fpare. Of 
thefe favage heroes of the crofs, Tancred alone 
betrayed fome fentiments of compaiBon j yet we 
may praife the more felfifh lenity of Raymond, 
who granted a capitulation and fafe-condu6l to 
the garrifon of the citadel "'. The holy fepul- 
chre was now free ; and the bloody vi6lors pre- 
pared to accomplifli their vow. Bareheaded and 
barefoot, with contrite hearts, and in an humble 
pofture, they afcended the hill of Calvary, amidfl 
the loud anthems of the clergy j kiffed the^ ftone 
which had covered the Saviour of the world ; and 
bedewed with tears of joy and penitence the mo- - 
nument of their redemption. This union of the 
fierceft and mod tender paifions has been vari- 
oufly confidered by two philofophers ; by the 



"^ Befides the Latins^ who are not afhamed of the mairacre, fee 
Elmacin (Hift. Saracen, p. 3^3.)» Abulpharagius (Dynait. p. 243 •)» and 
M. de Guignes (torn. ii. p. ii; p. 99.), from Aboulmahafen. 
, "' The old tower Pfephina» in the middle ^ges Neblofa, waa named 
Cafiellum Fijianum, from the Patriarch Daimbert. It is ftill the citadeL 
the r^dence^-the Turkifh aga» and commands a profpe^ of the Dead 
$eat Judea, and Arabia (D'Anville^ p. 19 — 23.). It was likewife called 
the Tpwer pf David* 9rvf/of va^AfAvyfQfrurQi* 



fi 3 one, 



86 THE DECLINE AND FALt 

CHAP, one "% as eafy and natural j by the other "% as 

y^^^^j ^^^"^^ ^^^ incredible. Perhaps it is too rigors 

oufly applied to the fame perfons and the fame 

hour: the example of the virtuous Godfrey 

awakenfed the piety of his companions; while 

they cleanfed their bodies, they purified their 

minds; nor (hall I believe that the moft ardeat 

in flaughter and rapine were the foremoft in the 

proceffion to the holy fepulchre. 

EicdUon Eight days after this memorable event, which 

Ifo^ Pope Urban did not live to hear, the Latin 

of Bou- chiefs proceeded to the election of a King, to 

Mion, guard and govern their conquefts in-Paleftine. 

A.D.IO99. XT 1 1 V-i 1 c^ 1 n r>ty 

Juiya3— Hugh the Great, and Stephen of Chartres, 
AJ).iioo, had retired with fome lofs of reputation, wbich 
" ^ ^ ' they ftrove to regain by a fecond crufede and ' 
an honpurable death. Baldwin was eflablifhed 
at Edeffa, and Bohemond at Antioch ; and 
two Roberts, the Duke of Normandy "* and the 
Count of Flanders, preferred their fair inheri- 
tance in the Weft to a doubtful competition or a 
barren fceptre. The jealoufy and ambition of 
Raymond were condemned by his own followers, 
and the free, the juft, the unanimous voice of 



"* Hume, in his Hiftory of England, vol. i. p. 3ii> 31a. oAavo 
edition. 

"^ Voltaire, in his ElTai fur I'Hiftoire Genende, tdm. ii« c. 544 
p. 345* 346. 

*'♦ The Englilh afciibe to Robert of Normandy, and the Ph)vincials 
to Raymond of Tholoufe, the glory of refufing the crown ; hut the 
honeft voice of tradition has preferved the memory of the ambition and 
revenge (Villehardouin, N' 136.) of the Count of St.-Giles. He died 
at the Aege of Tripoli, which was poiiefled by his defcendant*. 

the 
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the army, proclaimed Godfrey of Bouillon the firft chap. 
and moft worthy of the champions of Chrift- . ^1^^^'^ 
endom. His magnanimity accepted a truft as 
full of da,nger as of glory ; but in a city wherfe 
his Saviour had been crowned with thorns^ the 
devout pilgrim. rge6led the name and enfigns of 
royalty; and the founder of the kingdom of 
Jerufalem contented himfelf with the modeit . 
title of Defender and Baron of the HLoIy Sepiil-i 
chre. His government of a fingle year "% too 
fliort for the public happinefs, was interrupted in 
the firft fortnight by a fummons to the field by 
the approach of the vizir or fultan of Egypt^ 
who had been too flow to prevent, but who was 
impatient to avenge, the lofs of Jerufalem. His 
total overthrow in the battle of Afcalon fealed 
the efl;ablifliment of the Latins in Syria, and fig- 
nalized the valour of the French Princes, who in 
this action bade a long farewell to the holy warsL 
Some glory might be derived from the pro* Battle of 
digious inequality of numbers, though I ihM ^^^* 
not count the myriads of horfe and foot on Auguft i»! 
the fide of the Fatimites ; but, except three 
thoufand Ethiopians or Blacks, who were armed 
with flails, or fcourges of iron, the Barbarians of 
the South fled on the firft onfet, and aftbrded a 
pleafing cpmparifon between the a6live valoqr of 
the Turks and the floth and efieminacry^ of the 
natives of Egypt. After ful^ending before the 

holy fepulchre the fword and ftandard of the 

» 

"' See tlie eleaioiiy the battle of Afealon^ &c. in WillMi 6f Tyre» 
1.1X. c. 1*^1^ and ia the condufion of the Latin hiitorians of the 
firft cruiade. 

G 4 fultan, 
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CHAP, lultan, the new King (he deferves the title) eni* 
^y^' braced his departing companions, and could 
retain only with the gallant Tancred three hun* 
dred knights, and two thoufand foot-foidiers, for 
the defence of Paleftine. His favereignty was 
foon attacked by a new enemy, the only one 
againil whom Godfrey was a coward. Adhemar, 
Bilhop of Puy, who excelled both in council and 
a£tion, had been fwept away in the lad plague of 
Antioch ; the remaining ecclefiaftics preferved 
only the pride and dvarice of their charafifcer ; 
and their feditious clamours bad required that the 
choice of a bilhop ihould precede that of a King. 
The revenue and jurifdiftion of the lawful pa- 
triarch were' ufurped by the Latin clergy : the 
exclufion of the Greeks and Syrians wasjuflified 
by the reproach of herefy or fchifm "* ; and, un* 
der the iron yoke of their deliverers, the Oriental 
Chriftians regretted the tolerating government 
of the Arabian caliphs. Daimbert, Archbifliopof 
Pifa, had long been trained in the fecret policy of 
Rome : he brought a fleet of his countrymen to 
thefuccour of the Holy Land, and was inilalled, 
without a competitor, the fpiritual and temporal 
head of the church. The new patriarch "^ im- 
mediately grafped the fceptre which had been 
acquired by the toil and blood of the vidlorious 
pilgrims j and both Godfrey and Bohemond fub- 
mitted to receive at his hands the inveftiture of 

"* Pfenaudot, Ifift. Patriarch. Alex. p. 479. 

''^ See the claims of the Patriarch Daimbertf in WiUiain of Tyre 
(L ix. c. 15 — 18. X. 4- 7» 9*)» who afleits with marvellous candour thie 
independence of the conquerors and kings of Jerufalem. 

their 
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tlieir feudal pofleffions. Nor was this fafficient ; chap. 
Daimbert claimed the immediate property of ^ ^ _ '^ 
Jerufalem and Jaffa : inflead of a firm and ge- 
nerous refufal, the hero negociated with the 
prieft ; a quarter of either city was ceded to the 
church ; and the modeil Bifhop was fatisfied with 
an eventual reverfion of the reft, on the death 
of Godfrey without children, or on the future 
acquifition of a new feat at Cairo or Damafcus, 

Without this indulgence, the conqueror would The king- 
have almoft been ftripped of his infant kingdom, n^^, ^ 
which confifted only of Jerufalem and Jafia, with A.D. 1099 
about twenty villages and towns of the adjacent ""^^*^* 
country "*. Within this narrow verge, the Maho* 
metans were ftill lodged in fome impregnable 
caftles ; and the hufbandman, the trader, and the 
pilgrims, were expofed to daily and domeftic hof- 
tility. By the arms of Godfrey himfelf, and of 
the two Baldwins, his brother and coufin, who 
fucceeded to the throne, the Latins breathed with 
more eafe and fafety ; and at length they equal- 
led, in the extent of their dominions, though not 
, in the millions of their fubje6ls, the ancient 
princes of Judah and Ifrael "^. After the reduc* 

"^ WillielnL Tyr. L x. 19. The Hiftoria Uierorolymitana of Jaco- 
bus ^ Anijiaco. (1. r. c« 21— -50«)^ and the Secreta Fidelium Crncis of 
Marintts Sanutus (Liii. p. u), defcribe the fiate and conquefts of tht 
Latin kingdom of Jerufaicm. 

"^ An a<5hial mufter, not including the tribes of Levi and Benjamin* 
gave David an army of lyjoOfOOOf or i>574»ooo fighting men ; which* 
with the addition ££ women, children, and flaves, may imply a popu- 
lation of thirteen millions, in a country fixty leagues in length, and 
thirty broad* The honeft and rationsd Le Clerc (Comment on ad 
Samuel xxiv. and ift Chronicles xxL) aeftuat angufto ift limite» and 
mutters his fufpicion <^'a falfe tranfcript ; a dasgerous fufpicion ! 

tion 
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CHAP, tion of the maritime cities of Laodicea, Tripoli, 
^^* ^ Tyre, and Afcalon '*% which were powerfully 
affifted by the fleets of Venice, Genoq,, and Pila, 
and even of Flander? and Norway '", the range 
of fea-coaft from Seanderoon to the borders of 
Egypt was ppffeffed by the Chriftian pilgrims*. If 
the Prince of Antioch difcUimed his fupremncy, 
the Counts of Edeffa and Tripoli owned them-i 
felves the vaflys of the King of Jerufalem ; the 
Latins reigned beyond the Euphrates; andvthe 
four cities of Hems, JIamah, Da'ra&fcilsrand 
Aleppo, were the only, relifits of the Maboiiieltatt 
conquefts in Syria "% The.jalvs and language, 
the manners and titles, of the French nation and 
Latin churchy were introdi*ced into thefe tranf- 
marine colonies^ According to the feudal jund& 
prudence, the principal ftates and fubordinate 
baronies defc^nded in the lin^ of male and female 
fucceffion "^ : but the children of the firft con- 
querors, 

'^ Thefe fieges are related^ each in its proper pUce» in tbe great 
hiftory of William of Tyre> from the ixth to the xviiith book> and 
more briefly told by Bemardus Thelaurarius (de Acquifitione Terrac ' 
San(5^se, c. 89 — 9S. p. 73 2-^740.). Some domeftic fn&s are ^elelmited 
in the Chronicles of Piia> Genoa> and Venice^ in the vith, ixth, andxiith 
tomes of MuratorL ... 

"' Quidam populus de bfulis occidentis egrefliis* et maxime de e& 
parte qus Norvegia dicitur. William of 7yre (I.xi. c. 14. p* ^04.) 
marks their courfe per Britannicnm mare et Calpen to the fiege of 
Sidon. 

'"'Benelathir, apud de Guignes, Hift. des Huns» tom.iL partii. 
|i. 1509 ijz;. A. D. 1 127. He muft fpeak of the inland country. 

"^ Sanut very feniibly defcaiits. on the miichiefs of female fueceffioiiy 
in a land» hoftibus circumdata> ubi.cun^a virilia et virtuofa t0s delMb 
rent. Yet| at the fununoas; and with the approhatioi]^ of her feudal 

lord> 
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querors "^, a motley and degenerate race, were chap. 
difibl ved by the luxury of the climate ; the arrival ^^^' 
of new crufaders from Egypt was a doubtful 
hope and a cafual event. The fervice of the 
feudal tenures "* was performed by fix hundred 
and fixty-fix knights, who might expeft the aid 
of two hundred more under the banner of the 
Count of Tripoli ; and each knight was attended 
to the field by four fquires or archers on horfe- 
back '**. Five thoufand and feventy-fiveT^ryea^^^, 
mod probably fbot-foldiers, were fupplied by the 
churches and cities ; and the whole legal militia 
of the kingdom could not exceed eleven thou- 
fand men, aflender defence againft the furround- 
ing myriads of Saracens and Turks '*\ But the 
firmefl; bulwark of Jerulalem was founded on the 

lord, a noble damfd was obliged to choofe a hulband and champion 
(Afiifea de Jenifalem, c. a4»> &c.). See in M. de Guigne8.(ti>m. i.- 
p. 441 — 471.) the accurate and ufdfxil tables of thefe dyn^llies, whidt 
are chiefly drawn from the Lignages d^Outremer* 

**♦ They were called by derifion Poullainsy Pullanif and their 
name is never pronounced without contempt (Du Cange* Glofll Latin. 
tom.v. p. 535. ; and Oblervations fur JoinvUle, p. 84^ 85. ; Jacob* 
k Vitriaco^ Hiil. Hierofol. Li. c.67. 7a.; and Sanut, Liii. p. Tiii. c. a* 
p. i82.)« lUuftrium virorum qui ad Terns Sandtae • • • • tiberationem 
in ipfa manferunt degeneres filii . • • • in deliciis enutriti> molles et 
eifoeminati) &c. 

"' This authentic detail is extra^ed from the Aflifes de Jerufalem 
(c. 324. 3*6 — 33i.)« Sanut (L iii. p. viii. c, i. p. 174O reckons only 
518 knights, and 5775 followers. 

"^ The fum total, and the divilion, afcertain the Service of the 
three great baronies at 100 knights each; and the tex^ of the Ailifesy 
which extends the number to 500^ can only be juHified by this 
fuppofition. 

"7 Yet on great emergencies^ (fays Sanut) the barons brought a vo- 
Imntary aid i decentem comitivam militum juxta datum fuum. 

knights 
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CHAP, knights of the hofpital of St. John '*% and oi^ 
' ^^^* the temple of Solomon "' ; on the ftrange affo- 
ciation of a monaftic and military life, which 
fanaticifin might fugged, but which policy muft 
approve. The flower of the nobility of Europe 
afpired to wear the crofs, and to profefs the vows, 
of thefe refpe6lable orders ; their fpirit and difci- 
pline were immortal ; and the fpeedy donation of 
twenty-eight thoufand farms, or manors '^°, en- 
abled them to fupport a regular force of cavalry 
and infantry for the defence of Paleftine. The 
aufterity of the convent foon evaporated in the 
exercife of arms : the world was fcandalized by 
the pride, avarice, arid corruption of thefe Chrifl 
tian foldiers; their claims of immunity and jurit 
di6lion difturbed the harmony of the church and 
Hate J and the public peace was endangered by 
their jealous emulation. But in their moft diC 
folute period, the knights of the "hofpital and 



*^ William of Tyre (1. xviii. c. 3, 49 5.) relates the ignoble origin* 
and early infolence^ of the Hofpitalersy who foon deferted their hum- 
ble patron* St. John the Eleemofynary, for the more auguft charadler 
of St. John the Baptiit (fee the ineffe<ftual ftruggles of Pagi, Critica« 
A.D. Z049. N^i4—- 18.). They aifumed the profeffion of arms 
about the year iiao ; the Hofpital was mater ; the Temple, fUa ; 
the Teutonic order was founded A.D. 1x90, at the fiege of Acre 
(Moflieim, Inftitut. p. 389, 390.). 

*^ Sec St. Bernard de Laude Nova Militia Templi, compofed A.D. 
113a — 1136, in Opp. tom.i. p. ii.. p.547 — 5(>h edit. Mabillon, Venet. 
1750. Such an encomium, which is thrown away on the dead Tem- 
plars, would be highly valued by the hiilorians of Malta. 

'^**^/ Matthew Paris, Hift. Major, p. 544. He affigns to the Hofpi- 
talers 19,000, to. the Templars 9,009 maneria, a word of miKh higher 
import (as Du Cange has rightly obferved) in the Englifh than in the 
French idiom. Manor is a ku-dfliip, manoir a dwelling. 

i£ temple 
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tetnple maintained their fearlefs and fanatic cha- chap, 
raster: they negle6led to live, but they were , J^!^^ 
prepared to die, in the fervice of Chriil ; and the 
^irit of chivalry, the parent and ofl&pring of the 
crufades, has been tranfpl anted by this infti- 
tution from the holy fepulchre to the ifle of 
Malta '''. 

The fpirit of freedom, which pervades the Affifeof 
feudal inftitutions, was felt in its ftrongefl energy ^j^ ^^^ 
by the volunteers of the crofs, who elefted for —1369. ' 
their, chief the mod deferving of his peers. 
Amidfl the flaves of Afia, unconfcious of the 
lefibn or example, a model of political liberty 
was introduced : and the laws of the French 
kingdom are derived from the pureft fource of 
equality and juftice. Of fuch laws, the firft and 
indifpenfable condition is the affent of thofe, 
whofe obedience they require, and for whofe 
benefit they are deligned. No fooner had God- 
frey of Bouillon accepted the office of fupreme. 
magiftrate, than he folicited the public and pri- 
yate advice of the Latin pilgrims, who were the 
beil fkilled in the (latutes and cuftoms of Europe. 
From thefe materials, with the counfel and ap- 
probation of the patriarch and barons, of the 
clergy and laity, Godfrey compofed the Assise 
OF Jerusalem '2*, a precious monument of feudal 

jwif- 

'^' In the three firft books of the Hiftoire des Chevaliers de Malthe» 
par l'Abb6 de Vertoty the reader may axnufe himfelf with a fairy and 
ibmetiincs flattering, pidlure of the order, while it was employed for 
tlie defence of Paleftine. The fubfequent books purfue their emigra^ 
Ikuu to Rhodes and Malta. * 

'^' The Aififes de Jeruialemy in eld Law-French; were printed with 

Beau- 



94 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP, jurifprudence. The new code, attefted by the 
^^™' feals of the King, the patriarch, and the vifcount 
of Jerufalem, was depofited in the holy fepulchre, 
enriched with the improvements of fucceeding 
times, and refpedtfuUy confulted as often as any 
doubtful queftion arofe in the tribunals of Pa- 
lefline. With the kingdom and city,- all was 
loft'" ; the fragments of the written law were 
preferved by jealous tradition''* and variable 
pradlice till the middle of the thirteenth cen- 
tury : the code was reftored by the pen of John 
d'Ibelin, Count of Ja£&, one of the principal 
feudatories'"; and the final revifion was accom- 
pli(hed in the year thirteen hundred and fixty- 



deaumanoir's Coutumes de Beauvoifis (Boiirges and Paris; 26909 m 
kl^o), and illuftrated by Gafpard Thaumus de la Thaumaifiere^ with 
a comment and gloflaiy. An Italian yeriion had been publiihed iir 
IS35> at Venice, for the uie of the kingdom of Cyprus. 

'^ A la terre perdue^ tout fut perdd> is the vigorous ezpreilion of the 
Affife (c, aSi.). Yet Jerufalem capitulated with Saladin ; the Queen 
and the principal Chriflians departed in peace ; and a code fo precious 
and fo portable could not provoke the avarice of the conquerors*. I 
have fometimes fufpedted the exiftence of this original copy of the 
Holy Sepulchre, which might be invented to fandlify and authenticate 
the traditionary cuftoms of the French in Paleftine. 

'^ A noble lawyei^ Rapul de Tabarie, denied the prayer of King 
Amauri (A,D. 11 95 — ^2305), that he would commit his knowledge 
to writing ; and frankly declared, que de ce qu'il favott ne feroit-il ja 
nul borjois fon pareill, ne null fage homme le&re (c. 28 z*)* 

*'' The compiler of this work, Jean d'Ibelin, was Count of Jaffii 
and Aicalon, Lord of Banith (Beritus) and Rames, and died A. D. 1266 
(Sanut, l.iii. p.ii. c, $. SO* The family of Ibelin, which defcended 
from a younger brother of a Count of Chartres in France, long flou- 
riihed in Paleiiine and Cyprus (fee the Lignages de de 9a Mer, or 
D'Outremer, c. 6. at the end of the Affiles de Jerufalem, an origiiwU 
hook, which records the pedigrees of the French adventurero). 

16 nine. 
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nine, for the ufe of the Latin kingdom of c hap. 
Cyprus ■»*. J::;^ 

The juftice and freedom of the conftitution court of 
were maintained by two tribunals of unequal P^** 
dignity, which were inilituted by Godfrey of 
Bouillon after the conqueft of Jerufalem. The 
King, in pisrfon, prefided in the upper-court, the 
court of the barons. Of thefe the four moll 
confpicilous were the Prince of Galilee, the Lord 
of Sidon and Caefarea, and the Counts of Jaffa 
and Tripoli, who, perhaps with the conftable and 
marlhal'^% werje in a fpecial manner the com- 
peers and judges of each other* But all the no-» 
bles, who held their lands immediately of the 
crown, were etititled and bound to attend the 
King's court, and each baron exercifed a fimilar 
jurifdi6lion in the fubordinate afTemblies of his 
own feudatories. The connexion of lord and 
vafTal was honourable and voluntary : reverence 
was due to the benefaftor, prote6tion to the de- 
pendent; but they mutually pledged their faith 
to each other ; and the obligation on either fide 
might be fufpended by negledl or diflblved by 
injury. The cOgnifance of marriages and tefta- 
ments was blended with religion, and ufurped by 
the clergy ; but the civil and criminal caufes of 
the nobles, the inheritance and tenure of their 

'3e By lixteen commiffioners chofen in the ftates of tlie ifland : the 
work was finiihed the 3d of November 1369, fealed with four feals* 
and depofited in the cathedral of Nicofia (fee the preface to the 
Aififes). 

'^^ The cautious John d'Ibelin argues^ rather than affirms, that 
Tripdy 18 the fourth barony, and expreffea fome doubt concerning 
1^ right or pretenfion of the conftable aad mafiluil (c. 3^3-}. 

fiefs, 
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CHAP. Befs, formed the proper occupation of the fu- 
LVnL preme court. Each member was the judge and 
guardian both of public and private rights* It 
was his duty to afiert with his tongue and fword 
the lawful claims of the lord ; but if an unjuft 
fuperiox prefumed to violate the freedom or 
property of a vaflal, the confederate peers flood 
forth to maintain his quarrel by word and deed. 
They boldly affirmed his innocence and his 
wrongs; demanded the reftitution of his liberty 
or his lands ; fufpended^ after a fruitlefs demand^ 
their own fervice; refcued their brother from 
prifon ; and employed every weapon in his de- 
fence, without offering direft violence to the 
perfon of their lord, which was ever facred in 
their eyes'^®. In their pleadings, replies, and 
rejoinders, the advocates of the court were fub- 
tile and copious ; but the ufe of argument and 
evidence was often fuperfeded by judicial com- 
bat ; and the Affife of Jerufalem admits in many 
cafes this barbarous inflitution,. which has been 
flowly abolifhed by the laws and manners, of 
* Europe. 

Law of ju- The trial by battle was eflablilhed in all cri- 

^ci^ com- jjjjjjg^j cafes, which affe£ted the life, or limb, or 

honour, of any perfon ; and in all civil tranf- 

a£):ions, of or above the value of one mark of 

'^^ Entre feignor et homme ne n'a que la foi ; . . • • mais tant que 
I'homme doit k fon feignor reverence en toutes chofes (c. 20.6.). Tons 
les hommes dudit royaume font par la dite Aflife tenus les uns as 
autres • . • • et en celle maniere que le feignor mette main ou face 
mettre au core ou au fie d'aucun d'yaus fans efgard et fans connoiilknce 
de court) que tons les autres doivent venir devant le feignor, &c. (ftia.).. 
The form of their remonfirances is conceived vnth Uie noble ikaj^^ 
city «f freedom. . . 

filver. 
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fllver. It appears, that in criminal cafes the CHAP, 
combat was the privilege of the accufer, who, , ^^' 
except in a charge of treafon, avenged his per- 
Ibnal injury, or the death of thofeperfons whom 
he had a right to reprefent; but wherever, from 
the nature of the charge, teftimony could* be 
obtained, it was neceffary for him to produce 
witnefles of the fa6l. In civil cafes, the combat 
was not allowed as the means of eftablifliing the 
claim of the demandant; but he was obliged to 
produce witneffes who had, or affumed to have, 
knowledge of the fa6l. The combat was then the 
privilege of the defendant ; becaufe he charged 
the witnefs with an attempt by perjury to take 
away his right. He came therefore to be in the 
fame fituation as the appellant in criminal cafes. 
It was not then as a mode of proof that the 
combat was received, nor as making negative 
evidence (according to the fuppofition of Mon- 
tefquieu'3^); but in every cafe. the right to offer 
battle was founded on the right to purfue by 
arms the redrefs of an injury; and the judicial 
combat was fought on the fame principle, and 
with the fame fpirit, as a private duel. Cham- 
pions were only allowed to women, and to men 
maimed or pafl the age of fixty. The con- 
fequence of defeat was death to the perfon ac- 
cufed, or to the champion or witnefs, as well as 
to the accufer himfelf : but in civil cafes, the 

^^ See l^E^pnt des Loixy L xxviiL In the forty year? fiace k« 
publicationi no work ha$ been more read and criticifed ; and th« 
^irit of enquiry which it has e^iteds is not the leaft of our obliga- 
tions to the author. 

VOL. XI. H demandant 
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c H A P« demandant was punilhed with infamy and the 
<^^^ '^_ j lofs of his fiiit, while his witnefs and champion 
fufiered an ignominious death. In many cafes it 
was in the option of the judge ta award or to 
refufe the combat: but two are fpecified, ia 
which it was the inevitable refult of the chal- 
lenge; if a faithful vaffal gave the lie to hid 
compeer, who unjuftly claimed any portion 
of their lord's demefnes; or if an unfuccefsful 
fuitor prefumed to impeach the judgment and 
veracity of the court. He might impeach them^ 
but the terms were fevere and perilous: in the 
fame day he fucceffively fought all the members of 
the tribunal, even thofe who had been abfent : a 
fingle defeat was followed by death and infamy; 
and were none could hope for victory, it is highly 
probable that none would adventure the trial. 
In the Affife of Jerufalem, the legal fubtlety of 
the Count of Jaffa is more laudably employed to 
elude, than to facilitate, the judicial combat, 
which he derives from a principle of honour 
rather than of fuperftition'^. 
Court of . Among the caufes which enfranchifed the ple*f 
luif effes. beians from the yoke of feudal tyranny, the infti- 
tution of cities and corporations is one of the 
mod powerful ; and if thofe of Paleftine are co- 
eval with the firll crufade, they may be ranked 
with the mod ancient of the Latin world. Many 

'^ For the intelligence of this obfcure and obfolete jurifprudence 
(clZo — ixi.)» I am deeply indepted to the friendihip of a learned 
lordy whos with ati accurate and difceming eye> has furveyed the 
philofophic hiitory of law. By his ftudiesy pofierity might be en- 
riched : the merit of the orator axid the judge can he/cit only by his 
contemporaries* 

II of 
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of the pilgrims had efcaped from their lords CHAP, 
under the banner of the crofs ; and it was the ,^^\^ 
policy of the French princes to tempt their ftay 
fey the affurance of the rights and privileges of 
freemen/ It is exprefsly declared in the Affife 
of Jerufalem, that after inftituting, for his knights 
and barons, the court of Peers, in which he pre- 
flded himfelf, Godfrey of Bouillon eftablifhed a 
fecond tribunal, in which his perfon was repre- 
fented by his vifcount. The jurifdi6tion of this 
ipferior court extended over the burgeffesof the 
kingdom ; and it was compofed of a fele6l num- 
ber of the moil difcreet and worthy citizens^^ who 
were fworn to judge, according to the laws, of 
the a6iions and fortunes of their equals'^'. In 
the conqueft and fettlement of new cities, the 
example of Jerufalem was imitated by the kings 
and their great vaflalsj and above thirty limilar 
corporations were founded before the lofs of the 
Holy Lan4. Another clafs of fubj efts, the Sy- Syrunaw 
rians'*% or Oriental Chriftians, were opprefled 
by the zeal of the clergy, and protefted by the 
toleration of the ftate. Godfrey liftened to their 
reafonable prayer, that they might be judged by 
their own national laws, A third court was in- 
ilituted for their ufe, of limited and domeftic 

^^ Louis le GroBf who is confidered as the father of this inftitutioA 
in France^ did not begin his reign till nine years (A. D. 1108) after 
Godfrey of Bouillon (Aflifes, c. a. 324.). For its origin and effecSb, • 
lee the judicious remarks of Dr. Robertfon (Hiftory of Charles V. 
▼oKi. p. 30—36. »5i— 465. quarto edition)* 

'♦ Every reader converfant with the hifiorians of the crufades, will 
luiderfiand by the peuble des Suriens^ the Oriental ChriftianS) Mel- 
chitesy Jacobitesy or Neftoriansy who had all adopted the ufe of the 
Arabic language (voL iv. p. 5930- 

H 2 juriC 
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CHAP. jurifdi6lioTi : the fworn members were S3rriah9, 
^^^' , in blood, language, and religion ; but the oflice 
of the prefident (in Arabic, of the rats) was Ibme- 
Viiiaiiw times exercifed by the vifcount of the city. At 
and Oaves. ^^ immeafurablc diftance below the nobles^ the 
burgejfesj and the fir angers^ the Affifeof Jerufa- 
lem condefcends to mention thevillains 3XidJlat!>es^ 
the peafants of the land and the captives of war, 
who were alraoft equally confidered as the objefts 
of property. The relief or prote6lion of thefe 
unhappy men was not efteemed worthy of the 
care of the legiflator; but he diligently provides 
for the recovery, though not indeed for the 
punifhraent, of the fugitives. Like hounds, or 
hawks, who had ftrayed froin the lawful owner, 
they might be loft and clainied : the flave and 
falcon were of the fame value; but three Haves, 
or twelve oxen, were accumulated to equal the 
price of the war-horfe ; and a fum of three hun- 
dred pieces of gold was fixed, in the age of 
chivalry, as the equivalent of the more noble 
animal '^\ 



■** See the Affifes de Jerufalem (310, 311, 31a.). Thefe hnn 
were ena(5led as late as the year 13509 in the kingdom of Cyprus* In 
the iame century^ in the reign of Edward I. I underftand, from 
A late publication (of his Book of Account) that the price of a vf^t-thovSt 
was not lefs exorbitant in England. 
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CHAR LIX. 

Prejervation of the Greek Empire. — Numbers^ 
PcLjffage^ and Events &f tJi^ Second and Third 
Crtf/ades. — St. Bernard. — Reign of Saladin 
in Egypt and Syria. — His Conquejl ofjeru^ 
Jcderru — Naval Crufades. — Richard the Firji 
qf England. -^^ Pope Innocent the Third ; and 
the Fourth and Fifth Crufades. — The Em- 
peror Frederic the Second. — Louis the Ninth 
of France ; and the two Iq/i Crufades. — ^ E^- 
pulfion of the LaHns or Franks by the M^ 
malukes. 

TN a ftyle lefs grave than that of hiftory, I CHAP, 
fhould perhaps compare the Emperor Alexius' , - ^*_^ 
to the jackall, who is faid to follow the fteps, Succefs of 
and to devour the leavings, of the lion. What- ^^^^ 
ever had been his fears and toils in the paffage 1097— 
of the firft crulade, they were amply recom- i*^^* 
penfed by the fubfequent benefits, which he 
derived from the Qxplorts of the Franks. IJip 
dexterity and vigilance fecured their firft con- 
queft of Nice j and from this threatening ftation 
fche Turks were compelled tq evacuate the neigh* 
bourhood of Conftantinople. While the cru- 



' Anna Comnena relates her. father's conquefts m Afia Minor, 
Alexiad, l.xi. p. 3ai-f-3a5. I. xiv. p. 419. ; his Ciljcian war againft 
Tancred and Bohenipnd, p. 328 — 34a.'; the w^r of EniruS| with 
tedious -prolixity, h xii. xiii. p. 345 — 406. ; the death of Bph6mond, 
l^xiv. p*4l9« 

H 3 faders^ 
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CHAP, faders, with blind valour, advanced into the 
^^ , midland countries of Afia, the crafty Greek im- 
proved the favour^l^le ox^cafion when the emirs 
of the fea-coaft were recalled to the ftandard of 
the fultan. The Turks were driven from the 
ifles of Rhodes and Chios : the cities of Ephefus 
and Smyrna, of Sardes, Philadelphia, and Lao- 
dicea, were reftored to the empire, which Alexius 
enlarged from the Hellefpont to the banks of the 
Maeander, and the rocky fliores of Pamphylia. 
The churches refumed their fplendour; the 
towns were rebuilt and fortified ; and the de- 
fert country was peopled with colonies of ChriH 
tians, who were gently removed from the more 
diftant and dangerous frontier. In thefe pater- 
nal cares, we may forgive Alexius, if he forgot 
the deliverance of the holy fepulchre ; but, by 
the Latins, he was ftigmatized with the foul re- 
proach of treafon and defertion. They had 
fworn fidelity and obedience to his throne ; but 
he had promifed to aiBft their enterprife in per- 
fon, or, at lead, with his troops and treafures : 
fais bafe retreat diflblved their obligations ; and 
the fword, which had been the inftrument of 
their vi6lory, was the pledge and title of their 
jufl; independence. It does not appear that the 
Emperor attempted to revive his obfolete claims 
over the kingdom of Jerufalem * j but the bor. 



' T^ kmgs of Jeruialem fubmitted however to a nonunal depen- 
dence^ and in the dates of their infcriptions (one is (till legible in 
the church of Bethlem)^ they refpedlfiilly placed before their own> the 
name of the reigning Emperor (Ducangei Diifertations fur JoiiiviI]e>- 
uviLp«3i9.). 

(lers 
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ders of Cilicia and JSyxia were more recent in c h a P. 
his pofleffion, and more acceffible to his arms. V^ 
Thp great army of the crufaders was annihilated 
or diiperfed j the principality of Antioch was 
left without a head, by the furprife and capti*. 
vity of Bohemond: his ranfom had opprefled 
him with a heavy debt ; and his Norman foL 
lowers were infuflBicient to repel the hoftilities 
of the Greeks ^and Turks. In this diftreis, 
Bohemond embraced a magnanimous refolution, 
of leaving the defence of Antioch to his kin£- 
man, the faithful Tancred ; of arming the Weft 
againft the Byzantine empire, and of executing 
the defigfi which be inherited from the leflbns 
and example of his father Guifcard. His em- 
barkation was clandeftine ; and if we may credit 
a tale of the Princefs Anne, he paffed the hoftil^ 
fea, clofely fecreted in a coffin \ But his recep* 
jtion in France was dignified by the public 
;applaufe, and his marriage with the King-s 
daughter: his return was glorious, iince th^ 
braveft fphrits of the age enlifted under his ve*- 
teran command ; and he repafled the Adriatic 
at the head of five thoufand horfe and forty 
thoufand foot, aflen^bled from the moft remote 
climates of Europe \ The ftrength of Dura^zo, 

^ Ani^i Comnena add8» tibat to complete the imitatioiiy he was ihut 
«p with a dead cock : and condefcends to wonder how the Barbarian 
could endure the confinement and putrefacftion. This abfurd tale is 
unknown to the Latins. 

* Alto Ot/Xu?) in the Byzantine Geography, muflt mean England ; 
yet we are more credibly informed* that our Henry I. would not Cuffer 
him to levy any troops in his kingdom (Ducange, Not. ad Alexiac)* 

» 4 ^nd 
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CHAP* and prudence of Alexius, the progrefs of inline, 
and approach of winter, eluded his ambitious 
hopes ; and the venal confederates were feduced 
from his flandard. A treaty of peace * fufpended 
the fears of the Greeks ; and they were finally 
delivered by the death of an adverfary, whom 
neither oaths could bind, nor dangers could ap-» 
pal, nor proiperity could fiitiate. His children 
fucceeded to the principality of Antioch ^ but 
the boundaries were ftriftly defined, the homage 
was clearly ftipulated, and the cities of Tarfus 
and Malmiftra were reftored to the Byzantine 
emperors. Of the coaft of Anatolia, they pot 
feffed the entire circuit from Trebizond to the 
Syrian gates. The Seljukian dynafty.of Roum* 
was feparated on all fides from the fea and their 
Mufulman brethren ; the power of the fultans 
was ftiaken by the viftories, and even the de- 
feats, of the Franks ; and after the lofs of Nice, 
they removed their throne to Cogni or Iconium, 
an obfcure and inland town above three hundred 
miles from Conftantinople ^ Inflead of trem- 

^ The copy of the treaty (Alexlad* 1. xViu p. 4o6«— 4x6>} j's 4a 
original and curious piece, which would require, and m%ht afford, a 
good map of the principality of Antioch. 

^' See in the learned work of M. de Guignes (torn. ii. part.'ii.), the - 
hiftory of the Seljukians of Iconium, Aleppo, and Damafcus, as far as 
it may be coUedled from the Greeks, Latins, and Arabians. The laft 
Btt ignorant or regardlefs of the affairs of Roum» 

' Iconium is mentioned as a ftatfon by Xenophon, and by Strabo, 
with the ambiguous title of Ka>/zcKro?j; (Cellarius, torn. ii. p. X2i«)w Yet 
St. Paul found in that place a multitude (7rXr,9c?c) of Jews and Gte&dles. 
Under the corrupt name of Kunijaby it h deicribed as a great city, with 
a river and gardens, three leagues from the mountains, and decorated 
(I know not why) with Plato's tomb (Abulfeda, tabul. xvii. p. 303. 
yerf. Reiike ; and the Index Geographicus of Schultens from Ibn Said). 

bling 
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bling for their capital, the Comnenian princes CHAP, 
waged an ofFenfive war againft the Turks, and 1 -^-^ 
the firft crufade prevented the fall of the de- 
clining empire. 

In the twelfth century, three great emigrations Expedi- 
marched by land from the Weft to the relief of J^n^.^^^^g 
Paleftine. The foldiers and pilgrims of Lom- firft cni- 
bardy, France, and Germany, were excited by ^^^jy 
the example and fuccefs of the firft crufade ^ uoi ; the 
Forty-eight years after the deliverance of the ^^^^ ^^ 
holy fepulchre, the Emperor, and the French and Louis' 
King, Conrad the third, and Louis the feventh, ^^ ^^* 
undertook the fecond crufade to fupport the fall- third/ of 
ing fortunes of the Latins ^ A grand divifion Fwdericj. 
of the third crufade was led by the Emperor ^g * 
Frederic Barbaroffa", who fympathifed with his 
brothers of France and England in the common 
lofsof Jerufalem. Thefe three expeditions may 
be compared in their refemblance of the greatneis 
of numbers, their paflage through the Greek 
empire, and the nature and eventof their Turkifti 
warfare, and a brief parallel may lave the repe- 

' For this fupplement to the firft crufade, fee Anna Comnena (Alexia% 
1. xi, p.33X> &c. and the viiith book of Albert Aquenfis). 

• • For the fecond crufade of Conrad III. and Louis VII. fee William 
of Tyre (l.xvL c. 18 — »9.), Otho of Frifingen (I. i. c. 34 — 45. ^9^ 
6o.)» Matthew Paris (Hift. Major, p. 68.), Struvius (Corpus, Hift. 
Germanicae, p. 37a> 373.)> Scriptores Rerum Francicarum k Duchefhe, 
tom.iv. i Nicetas, in Vlt. Manuel, I. i. c.4, 5, 6. p. 4i*-4^« ; Cin* 
aamusy 1. ii. p. 41-^49. 

" For the third crufade of Frederic Barbaroffa, fee Nicetts in Ifaac. 
Angel. 1. ii. c. 3 — 8. p. 257 — a66. Stniv. (Corpus, Hift. Germ. 414.), 
wad two hiftorians, who probably were fpe^ators, Tagino (in Scriptor. 
Freber, tam^'u p. 406 — 416. edit Struv.), and the Anonymus de Ex- 
p^ioae Afiatica Fred. I. (in Caaifii» Antiq- Le(5lion. tom.iiup.iu 
0.498— '5 26* edit. Bafhage). 

tition 
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tition of a tedious narrative. However fplendid 
it may feem, a regular ftory of the crufades would 
exhibit the perpetual return of the fame caufes 
and effefts ; and the frequent attempts for the 
defence or recovery of the Holy Land, would 
appear fo many faint and unfuccefsful copies of 
the original. 
Theffnum- !• Of the fwarms that fo clofely trod in the 
^«w* footfteps of the firft pilgrims, the chiefs were 
equal in rank, though unequal in fame and merit, 
to Godfrey of Bouillon and his fellow adveiw 
turers. At their head were difplayed the banners 
of the Dukes of Burgundy, Bavaria, and Aqui- 
tain ; the iirft a defcendant of Hugh Caput, the 
fecond a father of the Brunfwick line : the Arch- 
bifliop of Milan, a temporal prince, tranlported 
for the benefit of the Turks, the treafures and 
ornaments of his church and palace ; and the 
veteran crufaders, Hugh the Great, and Stephen 
of Chartres, returned to confummate their un- 
finifhed vow. The huge and diforderly bodies of 
their followers moved forward in two columns ; 
and if the firft confifted of two hundred and fixty 
thoufand perfons, the fecond might pofiibly 
amoiint to fixty thoufand horfe, and one hundred 
thoufand foot ". The armies of the fecond cru- 
fade might have claimed the conqueft of Afia : 
the nobles of France and Germany were animated 
by the prefence of their fovereigns ; and both the 

" Anne, who ftates thefe later fwarms at 40,000 horfe> and iook>oo 
foot, calls them Normans, and places at their head two brothers of 
Flanders. The Greeks were itrangely^ ignorant of the names, familiesy 
and pofleffions of the Latin princes. 

rank 
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tank and perfonal chara6lers of Conrad and C H A P. 
Louis, gave a dignity to their caufe, and a dit ,J[f^ 
cipline to their force, which might be vainly ex- 
pe6led from the feudatory chiefs. The cavalry 
of the Emperor and that of the King, was each 
compofed of feventy thoufand knights, and their 
immediate attendants in the field '* ; and if the 
light-armed troops, the peafant infantry, the 
^omen and children, the prieils and monks, 
be rigoroufly excluded, the full account will 
fcarcely be fittisfied with four hundred thoufand 
fouls. The Weft, from Rome to Britain, was 
called into a6tion ; the Kings of Poland and 
Bohemia obeyed the fummons of Conrad ; and 
it is affirmed by the Greeks and Latins, that in 
the paflage of a ftreight or river, the Byzantine 
agents, after a tale of nine hundred thoufand^ 
defifted from the endlefs and formidable com- 
putation '^. In the third crufade, as the French 
and Englifli preferred the navigation of the 
Mediterranean, the hoft of Frederic BarbarofTa 
was lels numerous. Fifteen thoufand knights, 
and as many fquires, were the flower of the 
German chivalry : fixty thoufand horfe, and one 
hundred thpuland foot, were muftered by the 

" WSfiam of Tyie, and Matthew Paiis^ reckon 70,000 loricati in 
facfa of the armies. 

^^ The imperfedl enumeration Is mentioned by Cinnamus (mtmi'snet 
IM^tijt and conJBrmed by Odo de Diogilo apud Oucange ad Cinna- 
mum, with the more precife fum of 900,556. W^hy rauft therefore 
the verfion and comment fuppofe the modeft and infufficient reckoning 
of 90,000 ? Does not Godfrey of Viterbo (Panthepn, p. xix. in Mura-r 
forij torn. viL p. 46»0 exclaim ? 

- Numerum fi po£cere quaenu. 

MiDia millena milites agmen erat. 

Emperor 
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CHAP- Emperor in the plains of Hungary ; and after 

\J^^ ^^^^ repetitions, we fliall no longer be ftartled at 

the fix hundred thoufand pilgrims, which credu-r 

lity has afcribed to this laft emigration '^ Such 

extravagant reckonings ptove only the aflonifli* 

ment of contemporaries ; but their aftoniiliment 

moft ftrongly bears teftimony to the exiftence of 

an enormous though indefinite multitude. The 

Greeks might applaud their fuperior knowledge 

of the arts and ftratagems of war, but they con- 

fefied the ftrength and courage of the French 

cavalry and the infantry of the Germans '^ ; and 

the Arrangers are defcribed as an iron race, of 

gigantic filature, who darted fire from their eyes, 

ftnd fpit blood like water on the ground. Under 

the banners of Conrad, a troop of females rode 

in the attitude and armour of men ; and the 

chief of thefe Amazons, from their gilt fpurs 

, and buflcins, obtained the epithet of the Golden* 

footed Dame. 

taflage II. The numbcrs and character of the fi:rang^rs 

the^Greek ^^^ ^^ obje6l of terror to the effeminate Greeks, 

empire, and the fentiment of fear is nearly allied to that of 

hatred. This averfion was fufpended or foftened 



** This extravagant account is given by Albert of Stade (apud Stru- 
vium, p. 414O 9 iny calculation U borrowed from Godfrey of Viterbo» 
Arnold of Lubeck, apud eundem> and Bernard Theikur* (c. 169. 
p. 8o40- The original writers are filent. The Mahometan! gave 
him 2oo»ooo9 or 26o|Ooo» men (Bohadin» in Vit. Saiadiny p. zio.)b 

'* I muft obferve, that in the fecond and third crufades, the fubjedts of 
Conrad and Frederic are ftyled by the Greeks and Orientals Alamanrtt" 
The Lechi and Tzechi of Cinnamus, are the Poles and Bohemians ; 
and it is for the French, that he referves the ancient appellation of 
Germans. He likewife names the Bfilrot, or Bp»Tc«yyoii 

3 by 
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by the apprehenfion of the Turkifli power ; and chap. 
the invefilives of the' Latins will not bias our . ^^ 
more candid belief, that the Emperor Alexius 
diflembled their infolence, eluded their hot 
tilities, counfeUed their raihnefs, and opened to 
their ardour the road of pilgrimage and conqueft.. 
But when the Turks had been driven from Nice 
and the fea-coaft, when the Byzantine princes 
no longer dreaded the diflant fultans of Cogni^ 
they felt with purer indignation the free and 
frequent paflage of the Weftern Barbarians, who 
violated the majefty, and endangered the fafety^ 
of the empire. The fecond and third crufades 
were undertaken under the reign of Manuel 
Comuenus and Ilkac Angelus. Of the former, 
the paflions were always impetuous, and often 
malevolent ; and the natural union of a cowardly 
and a mifchievous temper was exemplified in the 
latter, who, without merit or mercy, could 
punilh a tyrant, and occupy his throne. It was 
fecretly, and perhaps tacitly, refolved by the 
prince and people to deftroy, or at lead to dit 
courage the pilgrims, by every fpecies of injury 
and oppreffion ; and their want of prudence and 
difciptine continually afforded the pretence or 
the <^portunity. The Weftern monarchs had 
ftipulated a fafe paffage and fair market in the 
country of their Chriftian brethren ; the treaty 
had been ratified by oaths and hoftages ; and the 
pooreft foldier of Frederic's army was furnilhed 
with three marks of fiiver to defray his expences 
on the road. But every engagement was vio- 
lated by treachery and injuftice j and the com- 
plaints 
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CHAP. p1aint3 of the Latins are attefted by the honeft. 
^^ confeffion of a Greek hiilorian^ who has dared 
to prefer truth to his country "^ Inftead of an 
hofpitable reception, the gates of the cities, both 
in Europe and Afia, were clofely barred againil 
the crufaders ; and the fcanty pittance of food 
was let down in balkets from the walls. Expe- 
rience or forefight might excufe this tiraid jea- 
loufy J but the common duties of humanity pro- 
hibited the mixture of chalk, or other poifonous* 
ingredients, in the bread ; and fhould Manuel 
be acquitted of any foul connivance, he is guilty 
of coining bafe money for the purpofe of trading 
with the pilgrims. In every ftep of their march 
they were flopped or mifled : the governors had 
private orders to fortify the paflfes and break 
down the bridges againft them: the ilragglers 
were pillaged and murdered j the foldiers and 
horfes were pierced in the woods by arrows from 
an inyifible hand ; the fick were burnt in their 
beds ; and the dead bodies were hung on gibbets 
along the highways. Thefe injuries exafperated 
the champions of the crofs, who were not en- 
dowed with evangelical patience-; and the By- 
zantine princes, who had provoked the unequal 
confii6i;, promoted the embarkation and march 
of thefe formidable guefts. On the verge of the 
Turkifh frontier fiarbarofia Ipared the guilty 
Philadelphia *% rewarded the holpi table Lao- 

dicea, 

''^ Nicetas was a child at the fecond crufade, but in the third he com- 
joianded againft the Franks the important poft of Philippopolis. Cin- 
namus is infe<Sled with national prejudice and pride. 

'7 The conduct of the PhiUdelphians is blamed by Nicetasy wbth 

the 
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dioea, and deplored the hard neceffity that had CHAP, 
ftaiued his fword with any drops of Chriflianblood^ 
In their intercourfe with the monarchs of Ger- 
many and France, the pride of the Greeks was 
expofed to an anxious trial. They might boaft 
that on the firft interview the feat of Louis was 
a low ftool, befide the throne of Manuel'*; but 
no fooner had the French King.tranljported his 
army beyond the Bofphorus, than he refufed the 
offer of a fecond conference, unlefs his brother 
lieould meet him on equal terms, either on the 
fea or land. With Conrad and Frederic, the ce- 
remonial was ftill nicer and more difficult j like 
the fucceflbrs of Conilantine, they (tiled them- 
felves Emperors of the Romans '^ ; and firmly 
maintained the purity of their title and dignity. 
The firft of thefe reprefentatives of Charlemagne 
would only converfa with Manuel on horfeback 
in the open field ; the fecond, by pafling the 
Hellefpont rather than the Bofphorus, declined 
the view of Conftantinople and its fovereign. An 
Emperor, who had been crowned at Rome, was 
reduced in the Greek epifi^les to the humble 



the anonymous Grerman accufes the radenefi of his countrymen (culpi 
ooftra). Hiftory would be pleafent, if we were embarrdfled only by 
/ucb contradidlions. It is UJcewife from Nicetas, that we learn the 
pious and humane forrow of Frederic, 

'^ XOa/AoXt) i^fuy which Cinnamus tranflates into Latin by the word 
SjXXiov. Ducange works very hard to fave his king and country from 
fuch ignominy (fur Joinvilie, diflertat. xxvii. p. 31 7 — S^o.). Louis 
^erwards infilled on a meeting in man ex aequo, not ex equo» accord-, 
ing to the laughable readings of fome MSS. 

'^ Ego Romanorum imperator fum, ille Romaniorum (Anonym. 

Canif. p. 5x2.). The pubhc and hifbrical flyle of the Greeks was 

^nf . . . princips. Yet Cinnamus owns^ that I|i*TEpojTop is fynonymous 

appella- 
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^peUation of Rexj or Prince of the Alemanni ; 
and the vain and feeble Angelus aflfefted to be 
ignorant of the name of one of the greateft men 
and roonarchs of the age. While they viewed^ 
with hatred and fufpicion the Latin pQgrims, 
the Greek Emperors maintained a finSL, though 
lecret, alliance with the Turks and Saracens. 
Ilaac Angelus complained, that by his friend- 
fliip for the great Saladin he had incurred the 
enmity of the Franks ; and a mofque was found- 
ed at Conftantinople for the public exercife of 
the religion of Msdiomet **". 
Tnriuih III* The fwarms that followed the firft cru- 

'^^^'^^^^ lade, were deftroyed in Anatoiia by famine, 
peftilence, and the Turkilh arrows: and the 
princes only efcaped with fome fquadrons of 
horfe to accomplilh their lamentable pilgrim- 
age. A juft opinion may be formed of their 
knowledge and humanity ; of their knowledge 
irom the defign of fubduing Perfia and Chorafan 
in their way to Jerufalem ; of their humanity, 
from the maflacre of the Chriftian people, a 
friendly city, who came out to meet them with 
palms and crofles in their hands* The arms of 
Conrad and Louis were le(s cruel and impru- 
dent ; but the event of the fecond cruiade was 
ftill more ruinous to Chriftendom; and tlie 
Greek Manuel is accufed by his own fubje£ts of 
giving feafonablc intelligence to the fultan, and 
treaclierous guides to the Latin princes. In- 

^ Itt the Epiftles of Innocent UI. (xiii. p. xS4<)» and the Hlftoiy of 
Bohadin (p* 1191 130.)^ ^^ the views ^ a pope and a cadhi on this 
Jtnjtihr toleration. 

. ftead 
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ftead of crulhiiig the common foe, by a double C a A ?• 
attack at the fame time but on different fides, ^ y * 
the Germans were urged by emulation, and the 
French were retarded by jealoufy. Louis had 
foatcely pafTed the Bofphorus when he was met 
by the returning Emperor, who had loft the 
greateft part of his army in glorious, but un# 
fuccefsful, a6tions on the banks of the Maeander. 
The contrail of the pomp of his rival haftened 
the retreat of Conrad : the defertion of his in- 
dependent vaflals reduced him. to his hereditary 
troops ; and he borrowed fome Greek veffels.to 
execute by fea the pilgrimage of Paleiline« 
Without ftudying the lefibns of experience, or 
the nature of war, the King of France ad- 
vanced through the fame country to a^ fimilac- 
fate. The vanguard, which bore the royal 
banner and the driflamme of St. Denys*', ha4 
doubled their march with rafh and inconfideratei 
ipeed^ and the rear, which the King commanded 
In peribn, no longer, found their companions in 
the evening camp. In darknefs atid diforder, 
they were encompaffed, affauJted, and over* 
whelmed, by the innumerable holt of Turks; 
who in the art of war were fuperior to the 
Chriftians of the twelfth century. Louis, who 
ciimbed a tree in the general difcomfiture, was 
iaved by his own valour and thci ignorance of 

" As counts of Vexin, the kings of France were the vaflals and ad- 
vocates of the moxiaftery of St. Denys. The faint's peculiar banneiy 
-which they received from the abbot, was of a fquare form, and a red 
erjlamin^ colour. The oriflamme appeared at the head of the French 
armies from the xiith to the xvith century (Ducange fur Joinvillej) 
IM0ert^ xviii. p. »44— a5j.). 

vox.. XI. I his 
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CHAP, his adverfaries : and with the daum of day he 

t FY 

^^' efcaped alive, but almoft alope, to the camp of 
the vanguard. But inftead of purfuing his ex* 
pedition by land, he was rejoiced to ihelter 
the relics of his army in the friendly feaport of 
Satalia. From thence he embarked for Ari- 
tioph J but fo penurious was the fupply of Greek 
veffels, that they could only afford room for his 
knights and nobles ; and the plebeian crowd of 
infantry was left to perifli at the foot of the 
Pamphylian hills. The Emperor and the King 
embraced and wept at Jeruialem; their martial 
trains, the remnant of mighty armies, were 
joined to the Chriftian powers of Syria, and a 
ffuitlefs fiege of Damafcus was the final effort 
of the fecond crufade. Conrad and Louis em- 
barked for Europe with the perfonal fame of 
piety and courage j but the Orientals had 
braved thefe potent monarchs of the Franks, 
with whofe names and military forces they had 
been fo often threatened ^'. Perhaps they had 
ftiU more to fear from the veteran genius of 
Frederic the firft, who in his youth had ferved 
in Afia under his uncle Conrad. Forty cam- 
paigns in Germany and Italy had taught Bar- 
barofla to command ; and his foldiers, even the 
princes of the empire, were accuftomed under 
his reign to obey. As foon as he loft fight of 
Philadelphia and Laodicea, the laft cities of 
the Greek, frontier, he plunged into the fait and 

^' The original French hlflories of the fecond crufade are the GeftA 
Lndovici VII. publiihed in the ivth volume of Duchefne's CoHecSUon. 
The fame volume contains many original letters of the King o(,Suger» 
his minifler^ &c. the belt documents of authentic hifiory. 

barren 
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barren defert, a land (fays the hiftorian) of G H A p. 
horror and tribulation i\ During twenty days, y j^- ^j j 
every ftep of his fainting and fickly march was 
beiieged by the innumerable hords of Turko- 
mans *% whofe numbers and fury feemed after 
each defeat to multiply and inflame. The Em- 
peror continued to ftruggle andtofufier; and 
iuch was the meafure of his calamities, that 
when he reached the gates of Iconium, no more 
than one thoufand knights were able to ferve 
on horfeback. By a fudden and refolute aflault 
he defeated the guards, and flormed the capital 
of the fultan *% who humbly fued for pardon 
and peace* ^The road was now open, and Fre* 
deric advanced in a career of triumph, till he 
was unfortunately drowned in a petty torrent of 
Cilicia **• The remainder of his Germans was 
confumed by ficknefs and defertion ; and the 
Emperor's fon expired with the greateft part of 
his Swabian vaffals at the fiege of Acre. Among 
the Latin heroes, Godfrey of Bouillon and Fre- 
deric Barbarofla alone could achieve thepalTage 

^ Terrain horroris et falfuginisji temm ficcam^ ilerilem ioamaniam* 
Anonym. Canif. p*5i7« The emphatic language of a fufferer. 

^ Gens innumera* fylvelbisy indomita« prsedones fine dudlore. The 
Sultan of Cogni might fincerdy rejoice in their defeat. Anonym. Canif. 
p. 517, 518. 

** See in the anonymous writer in the CollecStion of Canifius, Tagino, 
and Bohadin (Vit. Saladin. p. ii9» I20.)» the ambiguous conduct of 
Kiiidge Arflan^ Sultan of Cogni^ who hated and feared both Saladin 
and Frederic. 

^ The defire of comparing.two great men ha*, tempted many writers 

to drown Frederic in the river Cydnu8>in which Alexander fo impru- 

ilently bathed (Q.Curt. Liii. c. 49 $•)• ^U from the march of the 

Emperof} I radier ju%e» that liis Saleph is the Calycadnus^ a-ftream 

> of his fame} but of a longer courfe. 

I % of 
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c H A P- of the Leffer Afia ; yet even their fuccefs was a 
warning; and in the laft and moft experienced 
age of the drufades, every nation preferred the 
fea to the toils and perils of an inland expedi- 
tion ^\ 
Cbftiiiacy The enthufiafm of the firft crufade is a natural 
^u^T' *°^ fimple event, while hope was frefli, danger 
of the era- untried, and enterpriie congenial to the fpirit 
^*^* of the times. But the obftinate perfeverance of 
Europe may indeed excite our pity and admiral 
tion ; that no inftru6tion fliould have been drawn 
from conftant and adverfe experience ; that the 
fame confidence fhould have repeatedly grown 
from the fame failures y that (ix fucceeding ge-^ 
Derations fliould have ruflied headlong down the 
precipice that was open before them ; and that 
men of every condition fliould have flaked their 
public and private fortunes on the defperate ad^ 
venture of pofleffing or recovering a tomb-ftone 
two thoufand miles from their country. In a 
period of two centuries after the council of 
Clermont, each fpring and fummer produced a 
new emigration of pilgrim warriors for the de- 
fence of the Holy Land ; but the feven great 
armaments pr crufades w^re excited by Ibme 
impending or recent calamity : the nations were 
moved by the authority of their pontiffs, and the 
example of their kings : their zeal was kindled, 
and their reafon was fllenced, by the voice of 

^ Marinus Sanutas, A.D. ij^iy lays it down as a precept, Q''^'^ 
ftolus Ecdefis per terrain nullatenus eft ducencbu He refblves by the - 
Divine aid, the obje^ony or rather exception* of the firft crufade 
(Secreta Fidelium CruGisj L iL pars. iL c. L p. 3 7.). 

their 
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their holy orators: and among thefe, Bernard*', chap. 
the monk or the faint, may claim the mod ho- , ^^ 
Tiourable place. About eight years before the charaaer 
firft conquell of Jerufalem he was born of a ^^ '^^- 
noble family in Burgundy; at the age of three- Bernard, 
And-twenty he buried himfelf in the monaftery A.D^ 
of Citeaux, then in the primitive fervour of the 1x53/" 
inftitution; at the end of two years he led forth 
her third colony, or daughter, to the valley of 
Clairvaux*' in Champagne; and was content^ 
tillthe hour of his death, with the humble ftatioa 
of Abbot of his own community. A philofophic 
age has abolifhed, with two liberal and indif^ 
criminate difdain, the honours of thefe fpiritual 
heroes. The meaneft ^mong them are diilin-» 
guiflied by fome energies of the mind ; they were 
at leaft fuperior to their votaries and difciples ; 
and in the race of fuperftition, they attained the 
prize for which fuch numbers contended^ In 
fpeech, in writing, in a6lion, Bernard ftood high 
above his rivals and contemporaries ; his com** 
pofitions are not devoid of wit and eloquence ; 



^ The moft authentic information of St, Bernard muft be drawn 
from his own writings^ publiihed in a corredl edition by Fere Mabil- 
lony and reprinted at Venice 1750^ in: fix volumes in folio. Whatever 
firiendlhip could recolledl» or fuperftition could addf is contained in the 
two lives, by his difciples, in the vith volume ; whatever learning and 
criticifin could afcertain, may be found in the prefaces of the Bene* 
didtine editor. 

^'Clairvaux,'fumamed the Valley of Abfynth, is fituate among the 
woods near Bar fur Aube in Champagne. St. Bernard would blufh at 
the pomp of the church and monaftery ; he would aik for the library, 
and I know not whether he would be much edified by a ton of 800 
iniuds (914 i-7th hogiheads), which almoft rivals that of Heidelberg 
(Melanges Tires d'une Grande Biblio^theque, tom. xlvi« p. 15-^^20.). 

I 3 and 
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CHAP, and he feems to have preferved as much reaibn 
y^ and humanity as may be reconciled with the cha- 
rafter of a faint. In a fecular life he would have 
ihared the feventh part of a private inheritance; 
by a vow of poverty and penance, by clofing his 
eyes againft the vifible worlds, by the refiifal of 
all ecclefiaflical dignities the Abbot of Clairvaux 
became the oracle of Europe, and the founder of 
one hundred and fixty convents. Princes and 
pontiffs trembled at the freedom of his apollolical 
cenfures: France,England, and Milan, confulted 
and obeyed his judgment in a fchifm of the 
church 2 the debt was repaid by the gratitude of 
Innocent the fecond ; and his fucceffor, Eugenius 
the third, was the friend and difciple of the holy 
Bernard. It was in the proclamation of the 
fecond crufade that he fhone as the miffionary 
and prophet of God, who called the nations to 
the defence of his holy fepulchre *'• At the par* 
liament of Vezelay he fpoke before the King ; 
and Louis the feventh, with his nobles, received 
their crofles from his hand. The Abbot of Clair-, 
vaux then marched to the lefs eafy conqueft of 
the Emperor Conrad : a phlegmatic people, igno- 

'^ The difciples of the faint (Vit. ima, 1. iii. c. ». p. 113 a. Vit. iiday 
c. 16. N° 45* p* 13S3.) record a marvellous example of hie pioua 
apathy. Juxta lacum etiam Laufannenfem totius diei itinere pergens^ 
penitus non attendit aut fe videre non vidit. Cum enim vefpere fa^lo 
de eodem lacii focii coUoquerentur, interrogabat eos ubi lacus ille eifet ; 
et mirati funt univerfi. To admire or defpife St. Bernard as he ought» 
f he reader) like myfelf, ihould have before the windows of his Ubrary 
the bejiuties of that incomparable landflup. 

3' Otho Prifing. 1. i. c. 4.. Bernard Epift. 363. ad Francos Oricn- 
fales* Opp. torn. i. p. 32?. Vit. imj^, 1. iii. c. 4. toni. vi. p. 1235. 

rant 
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^tant of his language, was tranfported by the pa- C H A p. 
thetic vehemence of his tone and geftures; and ' 

his progrefs from Conftance to Cologne was 
the triumph of eloquence and zeal. Bernard 
applauds his own fuccefs in the depopulation of 
Europe; affirms that cities and caftles were 
emptied of their inhabitants ; and computes, that 
only one man was left behind for the confolatioa 
of feven widows ^\ The blind fanatics were de- 
firous of ele6ling him for their general ; but the 
example of the hermit Peter was before his eyes j 
and while he affures the crufaders of the divine 
favour, he prudently declined a military com- 
mand, in which failure and vidlory would have 
been almoil equally difgraceful to his character 2^. 
Yet, after the calamitous event, the Abbot of 
Clairvaux was loudly accufed as a falfe prophet, 
the author of the public and private mourning j 
his enemies exulted, his friends blufhed, and his 
apology was flow and unfatisfa6lory. He juftifies 
his obedience to the commaiids of the pope; ex* 
patiates on the myfterious ways of Providence ; 
imputes the misfortunes of the pilgrims to their 
own fins; and modeftly infinuates, that his mifl 
fion had been approved by figns and wonders ^\ 

Had 

^^ Mandaftis et obedivi .... multiplicati funt fuper numerum ; vacu- 
afttur lubes et caitella ; et pene jam non inveniunt quern apprehendant 
feptem mulieres unum vinim ; xdtp ubique viduae vivis remanent viris. 
Bernard. EfHlt. p. 247 > We mufl be careful not to conftrue pene as 
a fubitantive. 

33 Quia ego fum ut difponam acies, ut egredlar ante facies arma- 
torum^ aut quid tam remotum a profeifione mail, fi vire6» fi peritiay 
&c. Epift. 456. torn. L p. ^59. He fpeak? with contempt of the hermit 
Peter, vir quidam, Epift. 363. 

34 g^Q dicunt forfitan ifte, unde fcimus quod a Domino fermo egreflua- 

14 fit? 
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CHAP. Had the fa6l been certain, the argument would 
be decifive; and his faithful difciples, who enu- 
merate twenty or thirty miracles in a day, appeal 
to the public afTemblies of France and Germany, 
in which they were performed". At the pre- 
fent hour, fuch prodigies will not obtain credit 
beyond the precin6ts of Clairvaux ; but in the 
preternatural cures of the blind, the lame, and 
the fick, who were prefented to the man of God, 
it is impoflible for us to afcertain the feparate 
ihares of accident, of fancy, of impofture, and of 
fiction. 
P^-ogrefs of Omnipotence itfelf cannot efcape the murmurs 
inetam^^ of its difcordant votaries ; fince the fame difpen- 
fation which was applauded as a deliverance in 
Europe, was deplored and perhaps arraigned, as 
a calamity in Afia. After the lofs of Jeruia- 
lem, the Syrian fugitives diffufed their coniter* 
nation and forrow : Bagdad mourned in the 
duft ; the cadhi Zeineddin of Damafcus tore his 
beard in the caliph's prefence; and the whole 
divan fhed tears at his melancholy tale^^ But 
the commanders of the faithful could only weep; 
they were themfelves captives in the hands of the 
Turks ; fome temporal power was reilored to the 
lailage of the Abbaflides; but their humble am- 

fit ? Qnse figna tu facis ut credamus dbi ? Non eft quod ad ifta ipfii 
x^ondeam ; percendum verecundue mesr» refpnnde tu pro mey et 
pro te ipfoy fecundum quae vidifti et audifti» et fecundum quod te in* 
^iraverit Deus. Confolat. l.ii. c. i. Opp. tom.ii p. 421 — ^4»3« 

^^ See the teftimonies in Vita ima, 1. iv. c. 5> 6. Opp. torn. ti. 
pj 1258 — ia6i. L vi. c. I — 17. p. 1286 — 1314- 

' ^ Ahulmahafen apud de Guignesy Hift. des Huns» torn, il p* ii. p. 9.9. 

bition 
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bition was confined to Bagdad and the adjacent chap, 
province. Their tyrants, the Seljukian fultans, ^^' 
had followed the common law of the Afiatic dy-» 
nafties, the unceafing round of valour, gi^eatnel^, 
difcord, degeneracy, and decay : their fpirit and 
power were unequal to the defence of religion ; 
and, in his diftant realm of Perfia, the Chriftians 
were ilrangers to the name and the arms of San* 
giar, the laft hero of his race ". While the ful- The Ata. 
tans were involved in the filken web of the haram, ^^^ 
the pious taik was undertaken by their flaves, 
the Atabeks ^% a Turkifli name, which, like the 
Byzantine patricians, may be tranflated by Father ' 
of the Prince. Afcanfar, a valiant Turk, had 
been the favourite of Malek Shaw, from whom 
he received the privilege of (landing on the right 
hand of the throne ; but, in the civil wars that 
enfued on the monarch's deaths he loft his head 
and the government of Aleppo. His domeftic Zenghi, 
emirs perfevered in their attachment tahis fon ^*^ 
Zenghi, who proved his fir ft arms againft the 1145. 
Franks in the defeat of Antioch : thirty cam- 
paigns in the fervice of the caliph and fultan 

^ See his, article in the Bibliotheque Orientade •£ D'Herbeloty and 
de Guignesy torn. ii. p. i. p. ^30 — a6i. Such was his valour, that he 
was ftyled the fecond Alexander ; and fuch the extravagant love of 
his fubje^tsy that they prayed for the fuhan a year after his deceafe. 
Yet Sangiar might have been made prifoner by the Franks, as well as 
by the Uzes. He reigned near fifty years (A. D. 1103— •II5».)^ and 
was a munificent patron of Perfian poetry. 

^ See the Chronology of the Atabeks of Irak and Syria, in de 
Quignesy tom.i. p. »54*; and the reigns of Zenghi and Noureddin in 
the lane writer (tom.ii. p. ii. p. 174 — a^l.)^ who ufes the Arabic text 
of Benelathir, Ben Schouna, and Abulfeda ; the Bibliotheque 6rientale» 
under the articles Atabeks and Noureddin^ and the DynaiUes of Abul* 
pharaj^iusi p. %$q-^^i. verf. Foco^ 

eftabliflied 
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t H ;A P. ellablilhed his military fame ; and he was inveiled 
"^ with the comm.and of Moful, as the only cham- 
pion that could avenge the caufe of the prophet^ 
The public hope was not dilappointed : after a 
fiege of twenty.five days he ftormed the city of 
Edefla, and recovered from the Franks their con- 
quefts beyond the Euphrates '^ : the martial tribes 
of Curdiflan were fubdued by the independent 
fovereign of Moful and Aleppo : his foldiers were 
taught to behold the camp as their only country ; 
they trufted to his liberality for their rewards ; 
and their abfent families were protected by the 
Noured- vigilance of Zenghi. At the head of thefe vete- 
^9 rans, his fon Noureddin gradually united the 

IX45-*-* Mahometan powers ; added the kingdom of Da- 
"74. mafcus to that of Aleppo, and waged a long and 
fuccefsful war againft the Chriftians of Syria ; he 
ipread his ample reign from the Tigris to the 
Nile, and the Abbafiides rewarded their faithful 
fervant with all the titles and prerogatives of roy- 
alty. The Latins themfelves were compelled to 
own the wifdom and courage, and even the juf- 
tice and piety, of this implacable adverfary *\ In 
his life and government the holy warrior revived 
the zeal and fimplicity of the firft caliphs. Gold 

^ William of Tyre (1. xvi. c. 4, 5. 7.) defcribes the lofs of Edefla, 
and the death of ZeughL The corruption of his name into Sanguith 
afforded the Latins a comfortable allufion to his fangulnary chara^ler 
. tod end, fit fanguine fanguinolentus, 

^ Noradinus (fays William of Tyrei 1. xx. 33.) maximus nominis 
et fidei Chrlflianx perfecutor ; princeps tamen juftus, yafer> providus, 
et fecundum gentis fnae traditiones religiofus. To this Catholic witnefs 
we may add the primate of the Jacobites (Abulpharag. p. i67.), quo 
non alter erat inter reges vitse rationc magis laudabili, aut quse plu* 
ribus juftidse experimentis abundaret. The trae praife of Icings is 
a^er th^r d^ath, and from the mouth of their enemies. 

and 
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and filk were baniflied from his palace ; the ufe c H A P. 
of wine from his dominions; the public revenue ,^J^^^^ 
was fcrupuloufly applied to the public fervice ; 
and the frugal houfehold of Noureddin was main- 
tained from his legitimate fhare of the fpoil which 
he veiled in the purchafe of a private eftate. His 
favourite fultana fighed for fome female obje6fc 
of expenfe. " Alas/' rephed the King, ** I fear 
" God, and am no more than the treafurer of 
** the Moflems. Their property 1 cannot alien- 
*« ate ; but I ftill poflefs three (hops in the city 
** of Hems: thefe you may take ; and thefe alone 
** can I bellow.'* His chamber of juftice was the 
terror of the great and the refuge of the poor. 
Some years after the fultan's death an opprefled 
fubje6l called aloud in the ftreets of IDamafcus, 
*' O Noureddin, Noureddin, where art thou 
" now ? Arife, arife, to pity and prote6l us !** 
A tumult was apprehended, and a living tyrant 
bluQied or trembled at the name of a departed 
monarch. 
By the arms of the Turks and Franks the Conqueft 

of 'Ftnmfr 

Fatimites had been deprived of Syria. In Egypt by the 
the decay of their chara6ler and influence was Turks, 
ftill more eflential. Yet they were ftill revered j^f' _' 
as the defcendants and fucceflbrs of the prophet ; ii69. 
they maintained their invifible ftate in the palace 
of Cairo ; and their perfon was feldom violated 
by the profane eyes of fubjefils or ftrangers. The 
Latii) ambafladors*' have defcribed their own 

intro- 

^* From the ambaOkdor, William of Tyre (I. xix. c. 17, 18.) 
d^flPIJbes the palace of Cairo. In the Caliph's treafure were found a 

pearl 
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CHAP. introdu3:ion through a feries of gloomy paflages, 
^ ^^Lf ®"^ glittering porticos : the fcene waa enlivened 
by the warbling of birds and the murmur of 
fountains ; it was enriched by a difplay of rich 
furniture, and rare animals; of the Imperial 
treafures, fomething was fliown, and much was 
fuppofed i and the long order of unfolding doors 
was guarded by black foldiers and domeflic eu-* 
Tiuchs. The fan6tuary of the prefence chamber 
was veiled with a curtain ; and the vizir, who 
conducted the ambafladors, laid afide his fcyme- 
tar, and proftrated himfelf three times on the 
ground ; the veil was then removed ; and they 
beheld the commander of the faithful, who figoi* 
fied his pleafure to the firft flave of the throne. 
But this flave was his mailer : the vizirs or ful- 
tans had ufurped the fupreme adminiftration of 
Egypt ; the claims of the rival candidates were 
decided by arms ; and the name of the mod 
worthy, of the ftrongeft, was inferted in the 
royal patent of command. The fadtions of Darg« 
ham and Shawer alternately expelled each other 
from the capital and country ; and the weaker 
fide implored the dangerous protection of the fuU 
tan of Damafcus or the King of Jerufalem, the 
perpetual enemies of the fe6t and monarchy of 
the Fatimites. By his arms and religion, the 
Turk was moft formidable ; but the Frank, in an 
ealy dire6t march, could advance from Gaza to 

pearl as large as a pigeon's eggy a ruby weighing feventeen Egyptian 
drams, an emerald a palm and a half in lengthy and many vafes of 
CQfital and porcelain of China (Renaodot^ p. $$6^ 

the 
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the Nile ; while the intermediate fituation of c H A P. 
his realm compelled the troops of Noureddin to * 

wheel rouQd the flcirts of Arabia, a long and 
painful circuit, which expofed them to thirft, 
fatigue, and the burning winds of the defert, 
Thq fecret zeal and ambition of the Turkiih 
prince afptred to reign in Egypt under the name 
of the Abbaffides ; but the reftoration of the 
fuppliant Shawer was the ofteniible motive of 
the firft expedition ; and the fuccefs was in« 
trufted to the emir Shiracouh, a valiant and 
veteran commander. Dargham was opprefled 
and flain ; but the ingratitude, the jealoufy, the 
juft apprehenfions, of his more fortunate rival, 
foon provoked him to invite the King of Jeru« 
faleiQ to deliver Egypt from his infolent bene- 
fadors« To this union the forces of Shiracouh 
were unequal; he relinquiihed the premature 
conqueft ; and the evacuation of Belbeis or 
Pelufium was the condition of his fafe retreat# 
As the Turks defiled before the enemy, and 
their general clofed the rear, with a vigilant 
eye, and a battle-axe in his hand, a Frank pre- 
fumed to afk him if he were not afraid of an 
attack ? " It is doubtlefs in your power to begin 
«< the attack," replied the intrepid emir ; " but 
** reft affured, that not one of my foldiers will 
^« go to Paradife till he has fent an infidel to 
*^ bell/* His report of the riches of the land, 
the effeminacy of the natives, arid the diforders 
of the government, revived the hopes of Nou- 
reddin ; the Caliph of Bagdad applauded the 
pious defign-} and Shiracouh defcended into 

Egypt 
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CHAP. Egjrpt a fecond time with twelve thoufand 
^ , Turks and eleven thoufand Arabs. Yet his 
forces were ftill inferior to the confederate 
armies of the Franks and Saracens ; and I can 
difcem an unufuat degree of military art in his 
paflage of the Nile, his retreat into Thebais, his 
mafterly evolutions in the battle of Babain, the 
furprife of Alexandria, and his marches and 
counter-marches in the flats and valley of Egypt, 
from the tropic to the fea. His condu6l was 
feconded by the courage of his troops, and on 
the eve of adtion a Mamalukc^ exclaimed, 
^« If we cannot wreft Egypt from the Chriftian 
** dogs, why do we not renounce the honours 
** and rewards of the fultan, and retire to labour 
^ with the peafants, or to fpin with the females 
** of the haram ?'* Yet, after all his efforts in the 
field *% after the obflinate defence of Alex- 
andria^ by his nephew Saladin, an honourable 
capitulation and retreat concluded the fecond 
enterprife of Shiracouh; and Noureddin re- 
ferved his abilities for a third and more propi- 
tious occafion. It was foon offered by the am- 

*^ Mamlucf plur. Mamalicy is defined by Pocock (IVoIegom. ad 
Abulpharag. p. T*)y and D'Herbelot (p* 545)9 fervum emptltiimi) feu 
qui pretio numerato in domini poflefiionem cedit. They frequently 
occur in the wars of Saladin (Bohadin^ p. 236) &c.) ; and it \f9u only 
the Babartie Mamalukes that were firft 'introduced into £gypt by his 
defcendants. 

^ Jacobus a Vitriaco (p. 11 16.) gives the King of Jerufalem no 
more than 374 knights. Both the Franks and the Moflems report 
the fuperior numbers of the enemy ; a difference which may be fcdved 
by counting or omitting the unwarlike Egyptians. 

^ It was the Alexandria of the Arabs, a middle term in extent and 
riches between the period of the Greeks and komans» and that of the 
Turks (Savaryy Lettres fur I'Egypte, tom«L p. 25, a6.). 

3 bition 



at THE ROMAN EMPIRE. , ^y 

bition and avarice of Amalric or Amaury, King chap/ 
of Jerufalem, who had imbibed the pernicious , ^^ 
maxim, that no faith fhould be kept with the 
enemies of God. A religious warrior, the great 
mafter of the hofpital, . encouraged, him to pro- 
ceed; thte Emperor of Conflantinople either 
gave, or promifed, a fleet to a£t with the armies 
of Syria; and the perfidious ChrMian, unfatis^ 
fled with fpoil and fubfidy, afpired to the con- 
quefl; of Egypt. In this emergency the Moflems 
turned their eyes towards the fultanof Damafcus; 
the vizir, whom danger encompafled on all fides, 
yielded to their unanimous wifhes, and Noured- 
din feemed to be tempted by the fair offer of 
one third of the revenue of the kingdom. The 
Franks were already at the gates of Cairo ; but 
the fuburbs, the old city, were burnt on their 
approach ; they were deceived by an infidiouf 
negociation ; and their veflels were unable tq 
furmount the barriers of the Nile. They pru- 
dently declined a contefl: with the Turks, in 
the midfl of an hoftile country ; and Amaury 
retired into Palefl;ine with the ihame and re- 
proach that always adhere to unfuccefsful injut 
tice. After this deliverance, Shiracouh was in* 
veiled with a robe of honour, which he foon 
ftained with the blood of the unfortunate Shawer. 
For a while, the Turkifli emirs condefcended to 
hold the .office of vizir; but this foreign con- 
queft precipated the fall of the Fatamites them- 
felves; and the bloocUefs change was accom* 
pliflied by a meflage and a word. The caliphs 
had beeu degraded by their own weakueia and 

the 
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<: H A ft the tyranny of the viziw ; theijr fiil^^6l& blulhed 
^"^ when the defendant and Aicceffor of the pro- 
phet prefented his naked hand to the rude gripe 
of a Latin ambafladoir ; they wept when be fent 
the hair of his women, a fad emblem of their 
grief and terror, to excite the pity of the 

End of the Sultan of Damafcus* l^y the command of 

c^"^* Noureddin, and the fentence of the do6lors, the 
A.D. holy names of Abubeker, Omar, and Othman^ 

'''^'" werefolemnlyreftored: the Caliph' Mofthadi, of 
Bagdad, was acknowledged in the public prayers 
as the true commander of the faithful ; and the 
green livery of the fons of Ali Was exchanged 
for the black colour of the Abbaffides. The 
laft of his race, the Caliph Adhed, who furvived 
only ten days, expired in happy ignorance of 
his fate : his treafures fecured the loyalty of the 
foldiers, and filenced the murmurs of the fe6la- 
ries; and in all fubfequent revolutions Egypt 
has never departed from the orthodox tradition 
of the Mofleros ^. 
Jtwgn and The hilly country beyond the Tigris is oc- 

ofS^wiL cupied by the paftoral tribes of the Curds ^"^j 

<* For this great rerolution of Egypt fee William of Tyre (1. xix. 
5, 6t 7. xa — 31* 3CX.5 — !».)» Bohadin (in Vit.Saladm, p. 3c — 39.)^ 
Abulfeda (in Excerpt. Schulteas, p. i^-za.> D'Herbelot (Bibliot. 
Orient. AdketU Fathemab. but very incorreA), Renaudot (HiiL Pa- 
triarch. Alex. p.5»» — S'i'S' 53a— 537)> Vertot (liift. derf Chevaliers 
de Malihe, torn. i. p. 141-^x63. in 4to.)y and M. de Guignes (torn, ii. 

p. 185 — ^T^S-)* 

^ For the Curds fee de Guignes, tom.i. p. 4169 417-, the Index 
Geographicus of Schultens, and Tavemier, VoyageSi p«i. p. 3089 
309* The Ayoubites defcended from the tribe of the Rawadisci, one 
of the nobleft ; but as they were infedled with the herefy of the ^hs* 
tempfychofis, the (Hthodox iiiltans infinuated that their defcent wa« 
only on the mother's fide^ and that their anceftor was a flranger who 
iettled among the Curds, 
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a people hardy, ftrong, favage, impatient of the c li a ?• 
yoke, addi6led to rapine, and tenacious of the 
government of their national chiefs. The refem- 
blance of name, iituation, and manners, feems 
to identify them with the Carduchians of the 
Greeks*^; and they dill defend againft the Ot- 
toman Porte the antique freedom which they 
afferted againft the fucceffors of Cyrus. Po- 
verty and ambition prompted them to embrace 
the profeffion of mercenary foldiers : the fervice 
of his father and uncle prepared the reign of the 
Great Saladin ^ ; and the fon of Job or Ayub, a 
fimple Curd, magnanimoufly fmiled at his' pedi^ 
gree, which flattery deduced from the Arabian 
Caliphs *^ So unconfcious was Noureddin of 
the impending ruin of his houfe, that he con- 
ftrained the relu6lant youth to follow his uncle 
Shiracouh into Egypt: his military chara6ler 
was eftabliflied by the defence of Alexandria ; 
and if we may believe the Latins, he folicited 
and obtained from the Chriftian general the 
profane honours of knighthood ^^ On the death 

of 

^7 See the ivth book of the Anabafis of Xenophon. The ten thou- 
flnd fuffered more from the arrows of the free Carduchiaas^ than 
from the fi^endid weaknefi of the great King. 

^ We are indebted to the profeflbr Schultens (Lugd. Bat. 17559 in 
folio) for the richeft and moft authentic materials, a life of Saladin by 
his fnend and minifter the Cadhi Bohadin) and copious extra<5b from 
. the hiftory of his kinfman the prince Abulfeda of Hamah. To tfaefe , 
we may add, the article of Salabedditi in the Bibliotheque Orientale, 
and all that n^ay be gleaned from the Dynafties of Abu^haragius. 

^ Since Abulfeda was himfelf an Ayoubite, he may (hare the praiiey 
for imitating, at leaft tacitly, the modefty of the founder. 

*" Hift. Hierofol. in the Gefta Dei per Francos, p. 11^4. A fimi- 
lar example may be found in Joinville (p. 4%. edition du Louvi«) ; 
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of Shiracouh, the office of Grand Vizir wa5 
beilowed on Saladin, as the youngeft and leail 
powerful of the emirs ; but with the advice of 
his father, whom he invited to Cairo, his genius 
obtained the afcendant over his equals, and at- 
tached the army to his perfon and intereft. 
While Noureddin lived, thefe ambitious Curd«; 
were the mofl humble of his flaves : and the in- 
difcreet murmurs of the Divan were filenced by 
the prudent Ayub, who loudly protefted that at 
the command of the Sultan he himfelf would lead 
his fon in chains to the foot of the throne. " Such 
language,'* he added in private, " was prudent 
" and proper in an affembly of your rivals; but 
«' we are now above fear and obedience ; and the 
" threats of Noureddin Ihall not extort the tri- 
" bute of a fugar-cane/' His feafonable death 
relieved them from the odious aUd doubtful 
conflict : his fon, a minor of eleven years of age, 
was left for a while to the emirs of Damafcus ; 
and the new lord of Egypt was decorated by 
the caliph with every tij;le^' that could fanfilify 
hi? ufurpation in the eyes of the people. Nor 
was Saladin long content with the poffeffion of 
Egypt } he delpoiled the Chrifti2).n,s of Jef ufidem^ 
and the Atabeks of Damafcus, Aleppp, and 
Diarbekir^ Mecca and Medina acknowle4ged 

b^t the pioiis St.Loub lefufed to dignify infidels with the ocder q£ 
ChriftUn knighthood (Ducangie, Obfervationsy p. 70.). 

5' In thefe Arabic titles, reltgionis muft always be underftood ; Nou^ '' 
reddittx lumen r. ; J7««o^*»9'decu8 ; Amadoddin^ columen : our hero's 
proper name was Jofeph, and he was Hyled Salaboddhif falus ; Ai 
Malichusy Al Najtrus^ rex defe&for \ Abu Mgdaffftf pater vitoir • 
Schultensi Bnefat. 

him 
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liim for their temporal prote6lor : his brother CHAP, 
fubdued the diftant regions of Yemen, or the ^^^* 
Happy Arabia; and at the hour of his death, his 
empire was fpread from the African Tripoli to 
the Tigris, and from the Indian ocean to the 
mountains of Armenia. In thejudgbent of his 
chara6ter, the reproaches of treafon and ingra- 
titude ftrike forcibly on our minds, impreffed as 
they are with the principle and experience of 
law and loyalty. But his ambition may in fome 
raeafure be excufed by the revolutions of Afia*% 
which had erafed every notion of legitimate fuc- 
ceffion ; by the recent example of the Atabeks 
themfelves ; by his reverence to the fon of his 
benefadlor, his humane and generous behaviour 
to the collateral branches ; by their incapacity 
and his merit ; by the approbation of the ca- 
liph, the fole fource of all legitimate power; an^, 
above all, by the wilhes and intereft of the 
people, whofe happinefs is the firft objedl of go- 
vernment. In his virtues, and in thofe of his 
patron, they admired the lingular union of the 
hero and the faint ; for both Noureddin and 
Saladin are ranked among the Mahomedan 
faints ; and the conftant meditation of the holy 
war appears to have fhed a ferious ,and fober 
colour over their lives and'a6tions. The youth 
of the latter" was addidted to wine and women ; 
but iiis alpiring fpirit foon renounced the temp- 

^\ Abulfeda, who defcended from a brother of Saladin, obferves 
from many esLamples, that the founders of dynaflies took the guilt for 
themielTesy and left the reward to their innocent collaterals (Excerpt. 
p. xo.). 

." See his life and chara6ler m Renaudot, p. 537—548, 
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CHAP, tations of pleafure, for the graver follies of fame 
J^ix. ^ and dominion : the garment of Saladin was of 
coarfe woollen ; water was his only drink ; and 
while he emulated the temperance, he furpaffed 
the chaftity, of his Arabian prophet. Both in 
faith and praftice he was a rigid Mufulman j he 
ever deplored that the defence of religion had 
not allowed him to accompli(h the pilgrimage of 
Mecca ; but at the ftated hours, five times each 
day, the Sultan devoutly prayed with his bre- 
thren ; the involuntary omiifion of fading was 
fcrupuloufly repaid; and his perufal of the Koran 
oil horfeback between the approaching armies,, 
may be quoted as a proof, however ollentatious, 
of piety and courage *^ The fuperftitious doc- 
trine of the fe6l of Shafei was the only ftudy that 
he deigned to encourage : the poetswerefafe in 
bis contempt; but all profane fcience was the 
object of his averfion ; and a philofopher, who 
had vented feme fpeculative novelties, was 
feized and ftrangled by the command of the 
royal faint. The juftice of his divan was accef- 
lible to the meaneft fuppliant againft himfelf 
and his miniflers ; and it was only for a king- 
dom that Saladin would deviate from the 
rule. of equity. While the defcendants of Sel- 
juk and Zenghi held his ftirrup and fmoothed 
his garments, he was affable and patient with 
the meaneft of his fervants. So boundlefs was 
his liberality, that he diftributed twelve thoufand 



^ His civil and religious virtues are celebrated in the firft chapter of 
Bohadin (p. 4 — 30.)> himfelf an eye-witnefsy and an honeft bigot. 
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hoxfes at the fiege of Acre ; and, at the time of c H A p. 
his death, no more than forty-feven drams of , ^^' . 
filver and one piece of gold coin were found in 
the treafury ; yet in a martial reign, the tributes 
were diminifhed, and the wealthy citizens en- 
joyed without fear or danger the fruits of their 
induftry. Egypt, Syria, and Arabia, were adorned 
by the royal foundations of hofpitals, colleges, 
and mofques ; and Cairo was fortified with a 
wall and citadel ; but his works were confecrated 
to public ufe ", nor did the Sultan indulge him- 
felf in a garden or palace of private luxury. In 
a fanatic age, himfelf a fanatic, the genuine 
virtues of Saladin commanded the efteem of the 
Chriftians : the Emperor of Germany gloried in 
his friendfhip *^ ; the Greek Emperor folicited 
his alliance " ; and the conqueft of Jerufalem 
difFufed, and perhaps magnified, his fame both 
in the Eaft and Weft. 

During its fhort exiftence, the kingdom of His con- 
Jerulalem '' was fupported by the difcord of the ^f^^ 
Turks and Saracens ; and both the Fatimite ca- dom, 
liphs and the fultans of Damafcus were tempted ^•^* 
to facrifice the caufe of their religion to the juiy^a . 
meaner confiderations of private and prefent 
advantage. But the powers of Egypt, Syria, and 



^^ In many workty particularly Jofeph's well in the cafile of Cairo» 
the Sultan and the Patriarch have been confounded by the ignorance 
of natives and travellers. 

'^ Anonym. Canifii, torn, iii, p. ii. p. 504. 

^^ Bohadin> p. 1299 130. 

''^ ^or the Latin kingdom of Jerufalem, feeWiIliam of Tyre, from the 
ixth to the xxiid book. Jacob a Vitriaco, Hift. Hierofolem. 1. i. and 
Sanutus, Secreta Fidelium Crucit, 1. iii. p. vi. vii. viii. ix. 

K 3 Arabia, 
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CHAP* Arabia, were now united by an hero, >^hom na- 
^^^ ture and fortune had armed againft the Ghrit 
tians. All without, now bore the moft threaten- 
ing afpeft ; and all was feeble and hollow in the 
internal ftate of Jerufalem. After the two firft 
Baldwins, the brother and coufin of Godfrey of 
Bouillon, the fceptre devolved by female fuccet 
lion to Melifenda, daughter of the fecond Bald- 
win, and her hufband Fulk, Count of Anjou, 
the father, by a former marriage, of our Englifli 
Plantagenets. Their two fons, Baldwin the 
third, and Amaury, waged a ftrenuous, and not 
unfuccefsful war againft the infidels; but the 
fon of Amaury, Baldwin the fourth, was de- 
prived by the leprofy, a gift of the crufades, of 
the faculties both of mind and body. His fifter 
Sybilla, the mother of Baldwin the fifth, was his 
natural heirefs : after the fufpicious death of her 
child, Ihe crowned her fecond hufband, Guy of 
Lufignan, a prince of a handfome perfon, but of 
fuch bafe renown, that his own brother Jeffrey 
was heard to exclaim, " Since they have made 
" him a king, furely they would have made me 
" a god !** The choice was generally blamed ; 
and the moft powerful vaflal, Raymond Count of 
Tripoli, who had been excluded from the fuccef- 
•fion and regency, entertained an implacable ha- 
tred againft the King, and expofed his honour 
and confcience to the temptations of the Sultan. 
Such were the guardians of the holy • city ; a 
leper, a child, a woman, a coward, and a traitor : 
yet its fate was delayed twelve years by fome fup- . 
plies from Europe, by the valour of the military 

orders. 
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6tders^, and by tlie diftaiit or domeftic avocations chap. 
of their great enemy. At length, on every fide -^^^ 
the finking fl:ate was encircled and prefled by an 
hoftiie line ; and the truc6 was violated by the 
Franks, whofe exifl:ence it prote6ted. A foldier 
of fortune, Reginald of Chatillon, had feized a 
fortrefs on the edge of the defert, from whence 
he pillaged the caravans, infulted Mahomet, 
And threatened the cities of Mecca and Medina. 
Saladin condefcended to complain ; rejoiced in 
the denial of juftice ; and at the head of four- 
score thoufand horfe and foot, invaded the Holy 
Land. The choice of Tiberias for his firft fiege 
was fuggefted by the Count of Tripoli, to wh6m 
it belonged ; and the King of Jerufalem Was 
perfuaded to drain his garrifons, and to arm his 
people, for the relief of that important place ^^ 
By the advice of the perfidious Raymond, th^ 
Chriftians were betrayed into a camp deftitute 
of water : he fled on the firft onfet, with the 
curies of both nations *° : Lufignan was over- 
thrown, with the lofs of thirty thoufand men ; 
and the wood of the true erofs, a dire mif- 
fortune ! was left in the power of the infidels. 
The royal captive was conduced to the tent of 
Saladin ; and as he fainted with thirft and terror^ 
the generous vi6lor prefented him with a cup of 

^ Templarii ut apes bombabaint ct Holpitalarii lit venti ftridebant^ 
€t barones fe exito offerebant et Tutcopuli (the Chriftian light troops) 
fcmet ipfi in ignem injiciebant (Ifpahani de Expugnatione Kudfititl* 
p. 18. apud Schultens) ; a fpecimen of Arabian eloquence, fomcwhat 
dliferenf from the ftyle of Xenophon ! 

^ The Latins afih-my the Arabians inflnuate, the treafon of Ray- 
mond ; but had he really embraced their religion, he would Have 1)601 
srlaint and a hero in the eyes of the latter. 

K 4 flierbet 
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^ LK^* flierbet cooled in fnow, without fuffering his 
companion, Reginald of Chatillon, to partake of 
this pledge of hofpitality and pardon. " The 
" perfon and dignity of a King/' faid the Sultan, 
** are facfed ; but this impious robber mufl in- 
" ftantly acknowledge the prophet, whom he 
" has blafphemed, or meet the death which he 
*' has fo often deferved." On the proud or 
confcientious refufal of the Chriftian warrior. 
Salad in ftruck him on the head with his fcymetar, 
and Reginald was difpatched by the guards^'. 
The trembling Lufignan was fent to Damafcus to 
an honourable prifon and fpeedy ranfom ; but 
the vi6lory was ftained by the execution of two 
hundred and thirty knights of the hofpital, the 
intrepid champions and martyrs of their faith. 
The kingdom was left without a head ; and of 
the two grand mailers of the military orders, the 
one was flain and the other was a prifoner. From 
all the cities, both of th^ fea-coaft and the inland 
country, the garrifons had been drawn away for 
this fatal field : Tyre and Tripoli alone could 
efcape the rapid inroad of Saladin ; and three 
months after the battle of Tiberias, he appeared 
in arms before the gates of Jerufalem**\ 

^' Renaudy Reginaldy or Arnold de Chatillon, is celebrated by the 
Latins in his life and death ; but the circumibmces of the latter are 
more diftinftly related by Bohadin and Abulfeda ; and Joinville (Hift. 
de St. Louisy p. 70.) alludes to the pra^ice of Saladin, of never put- 
ting to death a prifoner who had tailed his bread and fah. Some of 
-the companions of Arnold had been flaughteiedt and almoft facrificed* 
in a valley of Mecca, ubi facrificia madlanturf Abulfeda, p. 3aA 

** Vertot, who well defcribes the lofs of the kingdom and city (Hill, 
-des Chevaliers de Malthe, toni.L Lii. p. «a6 — 378, inferts two ori- 
ginal epiiUes of a knight templar. 

He 
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He might expe6l, that the fiege of a city fo c h A P. 
venerable on earth and in heaven, fo interefting > ^^ , ^ 
to Europe and Afia, would rekindle the laft and city of 
jparks of enthufiafm ; and that, of fixty thoufand Jcmialem, 
Chriftians, every man would be a foldier, and jjg*^ 
every foldier a candidate for martyrdom. But oaobera. 
Queen Sybilla trembled for herfelf and her cap- 
tive hufband ; and the barons and knights, who 
had efcaped from the fword and chains of the 
Turks, difplayed the fame fa6lious andfelfifhfpirit 
in the public ruin. The mod numerous portion 
of the inhabitants were compofed of the Greek 
and Oriental Chriftians, whom experience had 
taught to prefer the Mahometan before the Latin 
yoke " ; and the holy fepulchre attrafted a bafe 
and needy crowd, without arms or courage, who 
fubfifted only on the charity of the pilgrims. 
Some feeble and hafty eflfbrts were rtiade for 
the defence of Jerufalem ; but in the fpace of 
fourteen days, a victorious army drove back the 
fallies of the befieged, planted their engines, 
opened the wall to the breadth of fifteen cubits, 
applied their fcaling-ladders, and ere6led on the 
breach twelve banners of the prophet and the 
Sultan. It was in vain that a bare-foot procef- 
fion of the Queen, the women, and the monks, 
implored the Son of God to fave his tomb and 
his inheritance from impious violation. Their 
fole hope was in the mercy of the conqueror, 
and to their firft fuppliant deputation that mercy 
was fternly denied. " He had fworn to avenge the 

*^ Renaudot, Hift, Patriarch. Alex, p.545.- 

" patience 
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erf A P. *< pitienci^ 2ltid long-ftiffering of the Mofl'^ms ; 
J^^ « the hour of forgivenefe Wacs elipf^'cf, and tM 
" fnomerif was rio^^ aTrivedf to expiate, in blood, 
^' the innocent blood, whidi fiad been fpitt by 
^' Godfrey arid the firft ci^ufadets/* Sut a d'tf- 
perate arid fivccefsful ftriiggle of the Fratiks dd- 
monifiied the Sultari that his triumph wa*s not 
yet fefcure; he liftened with reverence to a fdlerriri 
adjuration in the name of the common father ot 
mankind; and a fentiment of huriian fytripattiy 
mollified the rigour of fanaticifni arid conqueft. 
He confented to accept the city, and to fpare the 
inhabitants. The Greek and Oriental Chriftians 
were permitted to live under his dominion ; but 
it was ffipulated, that in forty days all the Franks 
and Latins fliould evacuate Jerufalem, and be 
fafely condu6led to the fea-p6rts of Syria and 
Eg}T)t; that ten peicfes of gold fhould be paid 
for each man, five foi: each woman, and one f6r 
every child ; and that thofe who Were unable to 
purchafe their freedom fliouId be detained in 
perpetual flavery. Of fome writers it is a favou- 
rite and invidious theme to compare the huma- 
nity of Saladin with the maffacre of the firft 
crufade. The difference would be merely per- 
fonal ; but we (hould not forget that th'e Chrif- 
tians had offered to capitulate, arid that the 
Mahometans of Jerufalem fuflained the laft ex- 
tremities of an affault and ftbrm. Juftiice is ' 
indeed due to the fidelity with which the Turkifli 
conqueror fulfilled the conditions of the treaty ; 
and he may be defervedly praifed for the glance 
of pity which he caft on the mifery of the van- 
16 quifhed. 
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quiified. Inftead of a' rigoiiCHis e:ia€fck)fl oif bis e'TfAP.- 
debt, he accepted ai fiirnfi of thirty tlwmfand by- .^^\^ 
zants, for the ranfom of feveH^ ffroufiind pooif; 
two or three thoufitnd more were difitoifled bv 
his gratuitoas eleiiveticy ;• and'the ntfmfeerof flaves^ 
was reduced to eleven of fourteen thotffatid per- 
foii's. In his int^i^vieW with the Queen, his words, 
and even his tears, fuggefted tlfie kindeft confola- 
tions; his liberal alms were diftributed among 
thofe who* had been made orphans or widows by 
the fortune of war; and while the knights of the 
hoipital were in arms againft him, he allowed 
their more pious brethren to continue, during 
the term of a year, the care and fervice of the 
fi'ck. In thefe a6ls of mercy the virtue of Sala- 
din deferves our admiration and love : he was 
above the neeeffify of diffimulation, and his ftera: ^ 
fanaticifm would have promj^ted him to diffem- 
ble, rather than to affefil, this profene cbmpaffion^ 
for the enemies of the Koran. After Jerufaletti ^ 
had been delivered from the prefence of the 
ftrangers, the Sultan made his triumphant entry, 
his banners waving in the wind, and to the - 
harmony of martial mufic. The great mofch of 
Omar, which had been converted into a church, 
was again confecrated to one God and his pro*' 
j)het Mahomet; the walls and pavement werd 
purified with rofe-water; and a pulpit, the labour 
of Noureddin, was creeled in the fan6luary. 
But when the golden crofs that glittered on the 
dome was caft down, and dragged through the 
ftreets, the Chriftians of ^very fe6t uttered a 
lamentable groan, which was anfwered by the 

joyful 
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CHAP, joyful fliouts of the Moflems. In four* ivory 
5^^ chefts the patriarch had collected the croffes, the 
images, the vafes, and the relics of- the holy 
place: they were feized by the conqueror, who 
was defirous of prefenting the Caliph with the 
trophies of Chriftian idolatry. He was per- 
fuaded, however, to entruft them to the patriarch 
and Prince of Antioch; and the pious pledge 
was redeemed by Richard of England, at the 
expence of fifty-two thoufand byzants of gold**. 
The third The nations might fear and hope the imme- 
^^'d. diate and final expulfion of the Latins from Sy- 
ji88. ria 5 which was yet delayed above a century after 
the death of Saladin "^^ In the career of vidlory, 
he was firft checked by the refiftance of Tyre ; 
the troops and garrifons, which had capitulated, 
were imprudently condufled to the fame port : 
their numbers were adequate to the defence of 
the place ; and the arrival of Conrad of Mont- 
ferrat infpired the diforderly crowd with confi- 
dence and union. His father, a venerable pil- 
grim, had been made prifoner in the battle of 
Tiberias ; but that difafter was unknown in Italy 
and Greece, when the fon was urged by ambi- 
tion and piety to vifit the inheritance of his royal 
nephew, the infant Baldwin. The view of the 



^ For the conqueft of JerufaleiDy Bohadin (p. 6 7 — 75.) ax^ Abul- 
feda (p. 40 — A3»)jLre our Moflem witnefles. Of the Chriftian, Ber- 
nard Thefaurarius (c. 151-^167.) is the moft copious and authentic ; 
fee likewife Matthew Paris (p. 120-^124.). 

^* The fiegcs of Tyre and Acre are moft copioufly defcribed by 
Bernard TheSiurarius (de Acquifitione Terrae Saiwftae, c. 167 — 179*)% 
the author of the Hiftoria Hierofolymitana (p. 1 150— -1172. in Bongar- 
fius)) Abulfeda (p»43''-'5o.)» and Bohadin (p. 75 — Z790« 

Turkiih 
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Turkifh banners ivarned him from the hoftile chap. 
coaft of Jafia ; and Conrad was unanimoofly ^^^^^ 
hailed as the prince and champion of Tyre, 
which was already befieged by the conqueror of 
Jerufalem, The firmnefs of his zeal, and per- 
haps his knowledge of a generous foe, enabled 
him to brave the threats of the Sultan, and to 
declare, that fliould his aged parent be expofed 
before the walls, he himfelf would difcharge the 
firft arrow, and glory in his defcent from a Chrif- 
tian martyr ^*, The Egyptian fleet was allowed , 
to enter the harbour of Tyre ; but the chain was 
fuddenly drawn, and five gallies were either 
funk or taken : a thoufand Turks were flain in a 
fally } and Saladin, after burning his engines, con- 
eluded a glorious campaign by a diigraceful re- 
treat to Damafcus. He was foon aflailed by a more 
formidable tempeft. The pathetic narratives, 
and even the piftures, that reprefented in lively 
colours the fervitude and profanation of Jeru- 
falem, awakened the torpid fenfibility of Europe : 
the Emperor Frederic Barbarofla, and the Kings 
of France and England, afliimed the crofs ; and 
the tardy magnitude of their armaments was an- 
ticipated by the maritime ftates of the Mediter- 
ranean and the Ocean. The fkilful and provi- 
dent Italians firft embarked in the fliips of 
Genoa, Pifa, and Venice. They were fpeedily 
followed by the moft eager pilgrims of France, 
Normandy, and the Weftern Ifles. The power- 

. ^ I have followed a modearate and probable reprefentadcm of the 
fA€t ; by Vertot, who adopts without reiudlance a romantic tale^ the 
•Id marquis is atShially expofifd to the darts of the bedeged. 

M 
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filJ ftjpcp^r pf Flwiers, Frife, and Denmark, 
$Hpd near a huadred veflels ; and the NortJiern 
V^rrfor^ were diftinguiflied in the field by ^ lofty 
^ti^^'^ sfxii a ponderous battle-axe ^\ Their in- 
cre^fing multitudes could no longer be confined 
within the wajls of Tyre, or remain obedient tp 
l^he voice of Conrad. They pitied the misfor- 
tujaes, and revered the dignity, of Lufignan, who 
>ya3 releafed from prifon, perhaps, to divide the 
arn^y of the Franks. He propofed the recovery 
of Ptolemais, or Acre, thirty miles to the foutli 
pf Tyre; and the place was firft invefl:ed by two 
thoufand horfe and thirty thoufand foot under 
liis nominal command. I fhall not expatiate on 
the fl:ory of this memorable fiege j which lafted 
near two years, and confumed, in a narrow fpace. 
Siege of the forces of Europe and Afiai Never did the 
^^a'd fl^™® of enthufiafm bum with fiercer and more 
ii89,Jui3r deftruaive rage ; nor could the true believers, 
^^' a common appellation, who confecrated their 
^* own martyrs, refufe fome applaufe to the mif- 
taken zeal and courage of their adverfaries. At 
the found of the holy trumpet, the Moflems of 
Egypt, Syria, Arabia, and the Oriental provinces, 
aflembled under the fervant of the prophet ^^ : his 
CQjnp was pitched and removed within a few 
miles of Acre j and he laboured, night and day, 

<^7 Korthnuuini et Gothi» etcseteri populi infularum quae iBter ocd« 
dentem et feptentrionem fitae funt» gentes bellicofse, corporis proceri» 
mortis intrepidse, bipenmbus annatSy navibus rotundis quse Yfkacbiae 
dicuntur advedlse. 

^^ The hiftoriah of Jerufalem {p^ ucS.) adds the nations of the Eaft 
from the Tigris to India, and the fwarthy tribes of Moors and Getu* 
liansy fo that.Afia and Africa fought againft Europe. 

for 
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jEbr the relief of hk br,eth;r£n atd ^ apnpy^ftqe gn^f. 
of the Franks. Niae battles, npt unwof tjiy pf ^^ ^* 
the naaxe, vere foughjk^ in the peighbourhood of 
mount Carmelj wjtli fuch yiciffitude of fortune, 
that in one attack, tbe Sultan fpvped k'l^ way into 
thie city j that in one f^iJly, the Chriftians pena- 
trate,d to the royal tent. By the means of divert 
and pigeons, a regular correfpondence was main- 
tained with the befieged j and, as often as the fe;i 
was left op^en, tlje exhaufted garrifon was with- 
drawn, ^nd a ft-efh fupply was poured into thp 
place. The Latin camp was thinned by famine, 
the fword, and the climate ; but the tents of 
the dead were repleniftied ^with new pilgrims, 
who exaggerated the ftrength and fpeed of their 
approaching countrymen. The vulgar was afto- 
nifhed by the report, that the Pope himfelf, with 
an innumerable crufade, was advanced as far 
as Conilantinople. The march of the Emperor * 
filled the Eafl with more ferious alarms; the 
obftacles which he encountered in Afia, apd 
perhaps in Greece, were raifed by the policy of 
Saladin j his joy on the death of Barbarofla was 
meafured by his efteem; and the Chriftians 
were rather difmayed than encouraged at the 
fight of the Duke of Swabia and his way-worn 
remnant of* five thouiand Germans. At length, 
in the fpring of the fecond year, the royal 
fleets of France and England caft anchor in the 
bay of Acre, land the fiege was more vigoroiifly 
profecuted by the youthful emulation of the two 
Kings, Philip Auguftus and Richard Piantagenet. 
After every refource had been tried, and every 

hope 
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CHAP, hope was exhaufted, the defenders of Acre fiib-* 
J^ mitted to their fate ; a capitulation was granted, 
but their lives and liberties were taxed at the 
hard conditions of a ranfom of two hundred 
tboufand pieces of gold, the deliverance of one 
hundred nobles, and fifteen hundred inferior 
captives, and the reftoration of the wood of the 
holy crofs. Some doubts in the agreement, 
and fome delay in the execution, rekindled the 
fury of the Franks, and three thoufand Modems, 
almoft in the Sultan's view, were beheaded by 
the command of the fanguinary Richard^. By 
the conqueft of Acre, the Latin powers acquired 
a ftrong town and a convenient harbour ; but 
the advantage was moft dearly purchafed. The 
minifter and hiftorian of Saladin computes, from 
the report of the enemy, that their numbers, at 
different periods, amounted to five or fix hun- 
dred thoufand ; that more than one hundred 
thoufand Chrifi^ians were flain ; that a far greater 
number was loft by difeafe or Ihipwreck ; and 
that a fmall portion of this mighty hoft could 
return in fafety to their native countries ^^ 

^ Bohadiiif p. z8o ; and this mailacre is neither denied nor blamed 
by the Chriftian hiftorians.. Alacritur jufla complentes (the Engliih 
foldiers)^ fays Galfridus k Vinefauf (1. 4. c. 4. p. 346.)» who fixes 
at 2700 the number of vi^ims ; who are multiplied to 5000 by Roger 
Hoveden (p. 6979 698.). The humanity or avarice of Philip Auguftus 
was perfuaded to ranfom his prifoners (Jacob, k Vitriaco, L i. c. 98. 
p. 1 1 22.}* 

'" Bohadin» p. 14. He quotes the judgment of Balianus, and the 
prince of Sidon, and addsy ex illo mundo quad hominum paucif&mi re- 
dierunt. Among the Chriftians who died before St. John d'Acre» I find 
the Engliih names of De Ferrers Earl of Derby (Dugdale, Baronage» 
part i. p. a6o.> Mowbray (idem, p. 124.), De Mandevil, De Fiennes, 
St. John, Scrope> Bigot> Talbot, 5cc. 

Philip 
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Philip Auguftus, and Richard the firft, are c H A p1 
the only, Kings of France and England, who ^ ^ 
have fought under the fame banners ; but the Richard of 
holy fervice, in which they were enlifted, 'was Eiigiand,ia 
inceflantly .difturbed by their national jealoufy ; X,v^ 
and the two fa6tions, which they prote6led in ^^9^> 
Paleftine, were more averfe to each other than "^^' 
to the common enemy. In the eyes of the 
Orientals, the French monarch was fuperior in 
dignity and power ; and, in the Emperor's abr 
fence, the Latins revered him as their temporal 
chief /'• His es^ploits were not adequate to hi$ 
fame. ' Philip waS brave, but the ftatefman pre* 
dominated in his chara6ler ; he was foon weary' 
of facrificing his health and intareft on a barren 
coaft ; the furrender of Acre became the fignal 
of his departure; nor could hejuftify this un- 
popular defertion, by leaving the Duke of Bur* 
gundy, with five hundred knights, and ten thou- 
iand foot, for the fervice of the Holy Land. 
The King of England, though inferior in dig- 
nity, furpafled his rival in wealth and military 
reiiown ^'^ : and if heroifm be confined to brutal 
and ferocious valour, Richard Plantagenet will 
iland high among the heroefe of the age. The 

''Magnus hie Ipud cos, interque reges eorum turn virtute, turn 
majefiate emiaens ..... fummus rerum arbiter (Bohadin, p. 159.)* 
He does net feem to have known the names either of Philip or 
Richard. 

'^ Rex Angliae praeftrenuus . • • . rege Gallorum minor apud eo$ 
cetti^)atur ratione regni atque dignitatis ; fed turn dlvitiis florentior, 
turn- bellica virtute multo erat celebrior (Bohadin, p. 161. )• A 
firanger might admirtf thofe riches ; the national hiilorians will teQ 
with what lawlefs and wafteful oppr^ffion they isrere coUe^Sled. [ 

VOL. XI. h memory 
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CHAP, mottiory of 'Ce^ur de Lion^ of the lion-hearted 
Lix. prince, was long dear and glorious to his Eng- 
" ~ lifh fubje6ls j and, at the diftance of fixty years, 
it was celebrated in proverbial iayings by the 
grandfons of the Turks and Saracens, againft 
whom he had fought : his tremendous name was 
employed by the Syrian mothers to filence their 
infants ; and if an horfe fuddenly ftarted from 
the way, his rider was wont to exclaim, " Doft 
*« thou think King Richard is in that bufli " ?'* 
His cruelty to- the Mahometans was the effedl 
of temper and zeal ; but I canoot believe that a 
foldier, fo free and fearlefs in the ufe of his 
lance, would have de&ended to ^het a dagger 
againft his valiant brother Conrad of Montferrat, _ 
who was llain at Tyre by fome fecret aflafflns ^*. 
After the furrender of Acre, and the departure 
-of Philip, the King of England led the cru- 
faders to the recovery of the fea-coaft ; and the 
cities of Caefarea and Jaffa were added to the 
fragments of the kingdom of Lufignan. A 
march of one hundred miles from Acre to AC- 
calon, was a great and perpetual battle of eleven 
days. In the diforder of his troops, Saladin 
remained on the field with feventeen guards^ 
without lowering his ftandard, or fufpending the 

" Joinville, p. 17. Cuides-tu que ce foit le roi Richart ? 

^^ Yet he was guilty in the opinion of the Moilemsy who atteft the 
confeiiion of the aflaffins, that they were fent by the King of England 
(Bohadin> p. 225.) ; and his only defence is an abfuxxl and palpable - 
forgery (^bft. de I'Acadenue des Infcriptionsy torn. 3cvi. p. 155— 163.)^ 
a pretended letter from the prince of the aflafiinsy the Sheich» or old 
man of the mountainy who juflified Richard^ by afihining to himielf 
the guilt or merit of the murder. 

found 
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Cbund of his brazen kettle-drum : h^ again ral- chap. 
lied and renewed the charge ; and his preachers ^^^^ 
or heralds called aloud on the unitarians^ man« 
fully to ftand up againft the Chriftian idola- 
ters. But the progrefs of thefe idolaters was 
irrefiflible : and it was only by dempliihing the 
walls and buildings of Afcalon, that the fultan 
could prevent them from occupying an impor- 
tant fortreis on the confines of Egypt. During 
a fevere winter, the armies ilept; but in the 
ipring, the Franks advanced within a day's 
inarch of Jerufalem, under the leading ftandard 
of the Englifh King, and his adive Ipirit inter- 
cepted a convoy, or caravan, of feven thouiand 
camels. Saiadin ^^ had fixed his ilation in the 
holy city ; but the city was llruck with confter^ 
nation and difcord : he faded ; he prayed ; he 
preached ; he ofiered to fhare the dangers of the 
£ege ; but his Mamalukes who remembered the 
Hate of their companions at Acre, prefled the ful- 
tan with loyal or feditious clamours, to referve his 
perfon and their courage, for the future defence 
of their religion and empire ^^ The Moflema 
were delivered by the fudden, or, as they deemed^ 
the' miraculous retreat of the Chriftians '' i and 

the 

^ See the (Sfbrefs and pious firmnefi of Saladin» u tfaey are deTcnbed 
liy Bdiadin (p. 7— -9. 3^35—- -23 ;•)» vfrho himielf ^larangued the defenders 
4^ Jeruiklem ; their fears were not unknown to the enemy (Jacob, ft 
YitriacO) 1.L c. loo. p. 1133. Vuiiiauf, 1 v* c.50. p. 399*)* 

'^ Ye( unleis the fukaa, or an 4youbite prince, remained in Jerufit* 
lem, nee Cordit Turci8> nee Turci ailent obtemperaturi Curdis (Bo- 
liadisy p. 436.). He draws afide a comer of the political curtain. 

^ Bohadin (p. »37.). and even Jeffrey de Vinifaiif} Uyi. c. z ~ 8« 
t % p. 403— 
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CHAP, tiic Ifcurels of Richard were l)lafted by th6 ^rtl- 
^f^ dence, or envy, of his coinpanions. The hero, 
afcending an hill, and veiling his face, exclaimed 
with ah indignant voice, *' TTiofe who are un^ 
** willing to refcue, are unworthy to view, thfe 
*« f^ulchre of Chrift !*' Aftfer his return to 
Acre, on the nfe^ins that Jaffli was furprifed by 
the fultan, he failed with fcime merchant veffels, 
Jind leaped foremoft on the beach ; the caftle 
'^s relievfed by his prefence; and fixty thoufand 
Turks and Saracens fled before his arms. Ths 
difcovery of his weaknefe provoked them to re- 
turn in the morning ; and they found him care- 
lefsly encamped before the gates with onljr 
ifeventeen knights and three hundred archers. 
Without counting their numbers, he fuftained 
their charge ; and we learn from the evidence 
6f his enfemies, that the King of England, grac- 
ing his lance, tode furioufly along their front, 
trom thfe right to the left wing, without meet- 
ing an adverfary who dared to encountei* his 
feiteer ♦'. Am I writing the hiftory of Orlando 
^r Attiadis? 

P« 403 — 409.). afcribe the retreat to Richard himfelf t and Jacobus k 
Vitriacb obfi^rves, that'm his impatience to depart, In altehiiti viniih 
^autatus eft (p* 1123.). Yet Joinville, a French knight, accuies the 
tnvy of Hugh Duke of Burgundy (p. xi6.), without fuppofing, like 
>Iatthew Paris, that he was bribed by Saladin. 

'^ The expeditions to Afcaien, Jetuialeni, and Ja£a, are related li|r 
JBofcadin (p. 184— »49*)*»d Abulfeda <p. 51, 5*.). The author of tlie 
Itinerary, <ir the monk of St* Alban's, cannot exa^erate the cadhi' s 
4iifccoiaii^f the proweis of Richard (Vinifauf, 1. vi. c. i4-*-24. p. 412 — 
.^%t. Hift. Major, p. 137— 1430? *od <« ^^^ whofe of this war, ^le^ 
is a nwrvellous agreement between the Chriftijm and Mahoittetato 
^irritcrsi wht) MMtualiy paa£t the ^rtues «f their twtulu. 

During 
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During thefe hofli^tiea, a knguid a^d fje^ious c H A F, 
^cgociation ^^ between the Franks and Mpflems , ^1^ 
was itarte4 and contiiiued, s^ad broken, ^4 His treaty' 
figain refqmed, an4 ag^in broken. Soine ^fts ojf a^dd^^ 
fpya^ courtefy, the gift of fopw and fri^it, the ii9l,sep.* 
e}(cbanga of Norway hawks and Arabian horfeS;, tember. 
foftened the aiperity of religious war : from the 
vi^ffitude of fuccefs, the monarchy might learn 
to fuQ>e6i; that Heaveu was neutr^il ii) the quarrel ; 
fxqry after th^ trial of each other, could either 
|iope for. a decifivp vidlp^y \ The hej^Uh both 
9f Richard ^qd 3a}a4in s^ppeared to be in a de«> 
^lining <lsite j and they refp^aively (uflFefed the 
9vi)3 pf diftant aqd domeilic warfare :' Pl^iat^er 
D^t was inipatient to punifli ^ perfidious rival whp 
|iad iny^d^d Npripaqdy in his abfence ;^ and the 
ind^atigable fijltan was fubdqe4 by the cries of 
the people, whp was the yidtjin, and of the fol- 
diprs, who werp the inilrurnents, of his tnartia} 
{seal. The firil dem^inds of thp King of England 
were the reftitution of Jerufalem, P^leftine, and 
the true crof? ; and he firiu)y declared, that him- 
felf .»nd His brother pilgrims would end their 
lives in the pipus labour, rather t\\m return to 

7' See the progreft q£ negociatioii and hoftility in Boh^din (p. toy — 
!»6o.)> who was himfelf an aAor ia the treaty. }Ucbard dedased his 
ip^tipi) of ret)xnu|^ with pew armies to the oonqueft of the Half 
^and ; and Saladin anfwered the menace with a civil compliment ' 
(Vinifauf, 1. vi. c. a8. p. 4»30« . ' 

* ^ The moft CLopious ^d original ^cqunt pi thi9 l^oly y^9 ifi Oal&idi 
i^^^Yipifauf ItiQerarium Regis Anglorum Rich^i et alioruxn in Terrain 
Hierofolymorum, in fix books^ publiihed in the iid volume of Gal&'s 
ficriptores Ifift. Anglicanas (p. 247 — ^429.)> Roger iioyedea and 
>Utthey F^ afiord li|;ewife xn^y valua))le materials; and the 
ib^rmer defcribes with accuracy^ the difcipline and navigation of the 
eogtiihfiMt. 

. I* 3 Europe 
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CHAP, Europe with ignominy and remorfe. But the cotL^ 
jj^ fcience of Saladin refiifed, without fome weighty 
compenfation, to reftore the idols, or promote 
the idolatry, of the Chriftians : he afferted, with 
equal firmnefi, his relfgious and civil claim to 
the fovereignty of Paleftine ; deffcanted on the 
importance and fan6lity of Jerufalem ; and re« 
je^ed all terms of the eftablifhment, or partition, 
of the Latins. The marriage which Richard pro» 
pofed, of his fifter with the fultari's brother, was 
defeated by the difference of faith : the princefi 
abhorred the embraces of a Turk : and Adel, or 
Saphadin, would not eafily renounce a plurality 
of wives. A perfonal interview was declined by 
Saladin, who alleged their mutual iginorance of 
each other's language i and the negociation was 
managed with much art and delay by their in* 
terpreters and envoys. The final agreement was 
equally difitpproved by the zealots of both par- 
ties, by the Roman pontiff and the Caliph of 
Bagdad. It was flipulated that Jerufalem and 
the holy fepulchre Ihould be open, without tri- 
bute or vexation, to the pilgrimage of the Latin 
Chriflians ; that, aflet the demolition of Afcalon, 
they ihould inclufively poffefs the fea-coaft from 
Jaffa to Tyre ; that the Count of Tripoli and the 
Prince of Antioch ihould be comprifed in the 
truce ; and that, during three years and three 
months, all hoftilities ihould ceafe. The princi- 
pal chiefs of the two armies fwore to the obferv- 
ance of the treaty ; but the monarchs were fatis- 
fied with giving tibeir word and their right hand ; 
and the royal iiiajeity was excufed from an oath, 
15 which 
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which always implies fome fufpicion of falfehood C hap. 
and diihonour. Richard embarked for Europe, . -^'_p 
to feek a long captivity and a premature grave j 
and the Ipace of a few months concluded the life 
and glories of Saladin. The Orientals defcribe jy^^^ ^ 
his edifying death, which happened at Damafcusf Saiadin, 
but they feem ignorant of the equal diftribudon ^'l^^^^ 
of his alms among the three religions*', or of 
the diQ>lay of a fliroud, inftead of a itandard, to . 
admonilh the Eaft of the inilability of human 
greatnefs. The unity of empire was diffolved 
by his death ; his fons were opprefled by the 
ftronger arm of their uncle Saphadin ^ the hoiv 
tile interefts of the fultans of £^ypt^ Damafcus^ 
and Aleppo **, were again revived ; and the 
Franks or Latins, ilood, and breathed, and 
hoped, in their fortre&s along the Syrian coafl. 

The nobleft monument of a conqueror's fame, innocent 
and of the terror which he infpifed,. is the Sa- ^^^'^^ 
ladine tenth, a general tax, which was impofed iai6. 
on the laity, and even the clergy, of the Latin 
church for the fervice of the holy war. The 
pra6fcice was too lucrative to expire with the oeea- 
iion ; and this tribute became the foundation of 
all the tithes and tenthson ecclefiallical benefices 
which have been granted by the Roman pontiffs 
to Catholic fovereigns, or referved for the imme* 

^' Eyen Vert6t (tonui. p*a5X.) adopts tHe fooHfii notion of the in- 
«tifierence of Saladin^ who profeiled the Koran with his laft breath. 

^' See the fuccefllon of the Ayoubitesy in Abulpharagius (Dynaft. 
p.a779 &c.)9 and the tables of M. de Guignes> i'Art de Verifier W 
X>atet> and the Bibliotheque Orientaie. 

L 4 diate 
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e H A P. diate life of the apoftolic fee •'. This pecuniary 
Lix. emolument muft have tended to inereafe the in- 
tereft of the popes in the recovery of Paleiline : 
after the death of Saladin they preached the cru- 
fade, by their epiftles, their legates, and their 
miifionaries; and the accomplifhinentof the pious 
work might have been expe6led from the zeal 
and talents of Innocent the third ^^. Under that 
young and ambitious pfieft, the fucceffors of SU 
Peter attained the full meridian of their great* 
nefs ; and in a reign of eighteen years, he eicer« 
cifed a defpotic command over the emperors and 
kings, whom he raifed and depofed ; over the 
nations, whom an interdidt of months or years 
deprived, for the offence of their rulers, of the 
exercife of Chriftian worfhlp. In the council of 
the Lateran he a^ed as the eccleiiailical, almoft 
as the temporal, fovereign of the Eaft and Weft. 
It was at the feet of his legate that John of Eng- 
land furrendered his crown ; and Innocent may 
boaft of the two moft fignal triumphs over fenfe 
and humanity, the eftablifliment of tranfiibftaa- 
tiation, smd the origin of the inquifitton* At his 
voice, two crufades, the fourth and the fifth, were 
undertaken ; but except a king of Hungary, th^ 



*^ ThomafBn (Difcipline de I'Eglife, toin«iiL p. 311 — 374.) lias co- 
pioufly treated of the origin^ abuies» and reftri^ons <if thefe tentbsm 
A thebiy was ita|rted> but not ptirfued, that they were rightfully due 
to the pope, a tenth of the Invites' tenth to the high,prieft(Seldeii 
en Tithes ; fee his works, voLiii. p. ii« p. io63.). 

*« See the Gefia Innticeittu m. in Mural, Script. Rer. ItaL (toiii.xix« 
>. 486— 568.). 

princes 
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princes of the fecond order were at the head of c H A P, 
- the pilgrims ; the forces were inadequate to the ,^^ 
defign ; nor did the effefts correfpond with the 
hopes and wiflies of the pope and the people. 
The fourth crufade was diverted from Syria to The fourth 
Conftantinople ; and the conqueft of the Greek ^^^^' 
or Roman empire by the JLatins will form the 
proper and important fubjeft of the next chapter. 
In the fifth ^% two hundred thoufand Franks were 
landed at the eaftern mouth of the Nile. They The ^^f 
reafonably hoped that Paleftine muft be fubdued *'*' 
in Egypt, the feat and ftorehoufe of the fultan ; 
and, after a fiege of fixteen months, the Moflems 
deplored the lofs of Damietta. But the Chrit 
tian army was ruined by the pride and infblence 
of the legate Pelagius, who, in the pope's name, 
, aflumed the character of general ; the fickly 
' Franks were encompaffed by the waters of the 
Nile and the Oriental forces ; and it was by the 
evacuation of Damietta that they obtained a iafe 
retreat, ibme conceffions for the pilgdms,. and 
the tardy reftitution of the doul)tful relic of the 
true crofs. The failure may in (bme meafure hm 
afcribed to the abufe and multiplication of the 
crufades, which were preached at the fame time 
againft the Pagans of Livonia, the Moors of 
Spain, the Albigeois of France, and the kings of 

•* See the yth crufade> and the fiege of Damietta, in Jacobus a Vl- 
'triacp(l. iii. p. Iia^ — 1149, in the Gefta Dei of Bongarfius), an eye- 
witnefs, Bernard Thefaurarius (in Script. Mjiratori, tpip. vii. p. 8*5— 
846. c. i9o — 2o7*)i a contemporary, and Sanuttts (Secreta Fidd. 
'Cmcis, !• ui. p. xi. c. 4 — g.), a difigent eompiler; and of the .Arabians* * 
Abulphara^us (Dynaft; p« i94*}# "^d the Evkn&s at the end of Jmb* 
y^ (p. 533. 537* 540. 547> &c;> 

13 Sicily 
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Sicily of the Imperial family "*. In thefe meriio^ 
nous fervices, the volunteers might acquire at 
home the fame fpiritual indulgence, and a larger 
meafure of temporal rewards; and even the 
pope's in their zeal againft a domeftic enemy, 
werefometimes tempted to forget the diftrefs of 
their Syrian brethren. From the laft age of the 
cruiades they derived the occafional command 
of an army and revenue; and fome deep rea- 
foners have fufpedled that the whole enterprife, 
from the firft fynod of Placentia, was contrived 
and executed by the policy of Rome. The fuf- 
picion is not founded, either in nature or in fa£t. 
The fucceflbrs of St. Peter appear to have fol- 
lowed, rather than guided, the impulfe of man- 
ners and prejudice; without much forefight of 
the feafons, or cultivation of the foil, they 
gathered the ripe and Ipontaneous fruits of the 
fuperflition of the times. They gathered thefe 
fruits without toil or perfonal danger: in the 
council of the Lateran, Innocent the third de- 
clared an ambiguous refolution of animating the 
cruiaders by his example; bu£ the pilot of the 
facred veflel could not abandon the helm ; noi 
was Paleftine ever blefled with the prefence of a 
Roman pontiff '^ 



^ To thofe wlio took the cro& againft- Mainfroy^ the pope (A. D« 
t%ss) granted plenifEmam peccatonixn remiffionem. Fideles mini- 
bantur quod tantom eis promitteret pro £mguine Chriftianonim efiun- 
dendo quantum .pro cruore mfidelium aliquando (Matthew Paris, 
p. 785.). A high flight for the reafon of the xiiith century. 

"^Tliis fimple idea 19 agreeable to the goodfenfe of Moflieiin (In^ 
fiitat. Hift. £ocIe£ p. 331.^ «id the fiae phibfophy of Hume (Hiftr 
of Eoglandf vol L p« 330*> 

The 
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The perfons, the famaies, and eftates of the c H A p. 
pilgrims, were under the immediate prote6lion > , y^^ 
of the popes; and thefe fpiritual patrons ibon TheEmpe* 
claimed the prerogative of dire61;ing their opera- JJ[?^^"^ 
tions, and enforcing, by commands and cenfures, ieftme» 
the accomplifliment of their vow. Frederic the A.D.iaa8. 
fecond", the grandfbti of Barbarofla^ was fuc- ' 
ceffively the pupil, thd enemy, and the vifliim of 
the church. At th^ ttge of twenty-one years, 
and in obedience to his guardian Innocent the 
third, he aflumed the crofs ; the fame promife 
was repeated at his royal and Imperial corona* 
tions; and his marriage with the heirefs of Jeru- 
falem for ever bound him to defend the kingdom 
of his fon Conrad. But as Frederic advanced in 
age and authority, he repented of the rafh en- 
gagements of his youth: his liberal fenfe and 
knowledge taught him to defpife the phantoms 
of fuperftition and the crowns of Afia: he no 
longer entertained the feme reverence for the 
fucceflbrs of Innocent ; and his ambition was 
occupied by the reiloration of the Italian mo- 
narchy from Sicily to the Alps. But the fuc- 
cefs of this project would have reduced the 
popes to their primitive fimplicity; and, after 
the delays and excufes of twelve years, they 
urged the Emperor, with intreaties and threats, 
to fix the time and place of his departure for 

" The onpnal matemls for the cnx&de of Frederic U. may be 
drawn from Richard de St. Genpano (in Muratoriy Script. Rerum Itil. 
torn. vii. p. i6o&— 1015.) ^^ Matthew Paris (p. 286. 191. 300. $0%. 
304.). llie moft rational modems are^ Fleury (Hift. EcdeC torn, jvu), 
Verlot (Chevaliers de Malthe, torn. i. 1. vL), Oiannone (lilqria Civile 
^ Napolii losikii. LxyLJ^ aid Muratori (Amudi d'ltaliSf tom.z.> 

Paleftine. 
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c HA P. Pftleftine. In the harbours of SicUy and Apulia, 
be prepared a fleet; of one hundred gallies, and 
of one hundred veflels, that were framed to 
tfanfport and )and two thoufand five hundred 
knights with their horfes and attendants; his 
vaiTals of Naples ap4 Germany formed a power- 
ful army ; and the number of Englifti crufaders 
was magnified to fixty thoufand by the report 
of fame. But the inevitable, or affedled, flow- 
nefs of thefe mighty preparations, confumed 
the (trength and provifions of the ipore indigent 
pilgrims ; the multitude was thinned by ficknefs 
and defertion, and the fultry fummer of Calabri^t 
anticipated the ipifchiefs of a Syrian cappaigi). 
Atlength theEipperorhoifted fail ^tBrundulium, 
with a fleet and aripy of forty thoufand men ; 
tut he kept the fed no more than three days ; 
and his haily retreat, which was aferibed by his 
friends to a grievous indifpofition, was accufed 
by his enemies as a voluntary and obftinate dii^ 
obedience. For fufpending his vow was Fre- 
deric e^^communicated by Gregory the ninth ; 
ibr prefuroing, the pext year, to accomplifh Ids 
vow, he was again e^communicf^ted by the fam^ 
pope^^ While he ferved \lf\AGv thp baonar of tb^ 
crofs, a crufade was preached againft bin) in Italy; 
and after his return he was compelled to a(k par- 
don for the injuries which he had fufiere4* Th^ 
clergy and military orders of Paleftine were pre- 
viouflyinftru6ted to renounce his communion and 



^ Poor Muratori knows what to tfalnki but knpws not wliat to iky : 
« Chinp qui i) capo.** &c. p. 3^1. 



difpute 
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diiJ)Ute his commands ; and in his own kingdom, chap. 
the Emperor was forised to confent that the orders ^ ^^* 
of the caitip Ihould be iffued in the name of Grod 
and of the Chriftian republic. Frederic entered 
Jeru&lem in ttriumph j and with his own hands 
(for no prieft would perform the office) he 
took the ctoWn from the altar of the holy 
fepulchre. But the patriarch call an interdift 
on the church which his prefence had profaned; 
and the knights of the hofpital and temple in- 
formed the fultan how eafily he might be fiir- 
]prifed and flain in his unguarded vifit to the rivet 
Jordan. In fuch a ftate of fanaticifm and fac- 
tion, vi0:ory Was hopelefs and defence was dif- 
ficult ; but the conclufion of an advantageous 
peace toay be imputed to the difcord of the 
Mahometans, und thfeir perfonal efteem for the 
feharadter of Frederic. The enemy of the church 
is accujfed of maintaining with the mifcreants 
an intercourfe of hofpitality and friendftiip, un- 
worthy of a Chriftian ; of deQ)ifing the barren- 
liefe of the land ; and of indulging a profane 
thought, that if Jehovah had feen the kingdom 
of Naples, he never would have feledled PaleC 
tine for the inheritance of his chofen people. 
Yet Frederic obtained from the fultan the refti- 
tution of Jerufalem, of Bethlem and Nazareth, 
of Tyre^nd Sidon : the Latins were allowed to 
itihabit and fortify the city; an equal code of civil 
and religious freedom was ratified for the fec- 
taries of Jefus and tbdTe of Mahomet; and, while 
the former worihipped at the holy fepulchre, the 
latter might pray and preach in the mofch of 

the 
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CHAP, the temple ^, from whence the prophet under* 
1^-^,/ ^^^"^ ^^^ nofturnal journey to heaven. The 
clergy deplored this fcandalous toleration ; and 
the weaker Moflems were gradually expelled $ 
but every rational obje6t of the crulades was 
accompliflied without bloodflied ; the churches 
were reftored, the monafteries were replenifhed j 
and in the Ipace of fifteen years, the Latins of 
Jerufalem exceeded the number of fix thouiand. 
This peace and proQ)erity for which they were 
ungrateful to their benefadtor, was terminated 
by the irruption of the flrange and lavage hords 
Invafion of of Carizmiaus ''• Flying from the arms of the 
^^^J^ Moguls, thofe fliepherds of the Cafpian rolled 
1443. headlong on Syria ; and the union of the Franks 
with the fultans of Aleppo, Hems, and Da« 
mafcus, was infuflScient to ftem the violence of 
the torrent. Whatever ftood againfl; them, was 
cut off by the fword, or dragged into captivity: 
the military orders were almoll exterminated in 
^ a fingle battle ; and in the pillage of the city, 
in the profanation of the holy fepulchre, the 
Latins confefs and regret the modefty and di£i 
cipline of the Turks and Saracens. 
St. Lowff Of the feven crufades, the two laft were un^ 
f^*^ dertaken by Louis the ninth. King of France ; 
cruiadei who loft lus liberty in Egypt, and his life on the 

A,D. i%4Z 

^ The clergy artfully confounded the molch or church of the temple 
with the holy fepulchre> and th^ wiUiil error has deceived both Vertot 
and MuratorL 

'' The irruption of the Carizmiansy or Coraiinins» is related bf 
Matthew Faucis (p. 596. S47')f and by JoinvOle^ Nangisi and the Ara« 
bians (p. Z2i> zxa* X9i> Z9«. 5^28. 53o.> 

coafi 
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coaft of Africa. ^ Twenty-eighf years after his C H A P. 
death, he was canonized at Rome ; and fixty- ^^' 
five miracles were readily found, and folemnly 
attefted, to juftify the claim of the royal faint'*. 
The voice of hiftory renders a more honourable 
teftimony, that he united the virtues of a king, an 
hero, and a man; that his martial fpirit was 
tempted by the love of private and public jufc 
tice ; and that Louis was the father of his people, 
the friend of his neighbours, and the terror of 
the infidels. Superftition alone, in all the ex* 
tent of her baleful influence '% corrupted his 
underilanding and his heart ; his devotion 
ftooped . to admire and imitate the begging 
friars of Francis and Dominic ; he purfued with 
blind and cruel zeal the enemies of the faith ; 
and the befl of kings twice defcended from 
his throne to feek the adventures of a fpiritual 
knight-errant. A monkifli hiftorian would have 
been content to applaud the mod despicable 
part of his chara£ter ; but the noble and gallant 
Joinville '♦, who fliared the friendlhip and cap- 
tivity 

^ Ready if you can^ the Life and Miracles of St.Louis9 by the con- 
feflor of Queen Mai|;aret (p. %gi — $^3' Joinvine du Louvre> 

^ He belieyed all that mother church taught (Joinyille, p. 20. ), but 
lie cautioned Joinville agaihil difputing with infidels. ^ Vommt lay 
<< (laid he in his old language) quand il ot medire de b loy Chreftienney 
** ne doit pas defiendre la loy Creftienne ne mais que de Vefpce, dequcu 
^ il doit donner parmi le ventre dedensy taut comme eUe y peut 
f* entrer" (p. ia.> 

^ I have two editions of Joinville, the one (Paris, x688) mbft valuable 
for the dbfervations of Ducange ; die other (Paris an Louvre, 1761) 
moft precious for the pure and authentic text, a MS. of which has been 
recently difcovered. The laft editor proves, that the hiftory of St. Louis 
was finiflied A.D* 13091 without explaining, or even admirlngt the age 

of 
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CHAP, tivity bf Louis, has traced with the pencil of 
nature the free portrait of bis virtues as well as 
of his failings. From this intimate knowledge, 
we may learn to fufpe6fc the political views 
of deprefiing their great vafTals^ which are £> 
often imputed to the royal authors of' the 
^ crufades. Above all the princes of the middle 

ages, Louis the ninth fuccefsfully laboured 
to reftore the prerogatives of the crown ; but 
it was at home, and not in the Eaft, that he 
acquired for himfelf and his pofterity ; his vow 
was the refult of enthufiafm and ficknefi ; and 
if he were the promoter, he was likewife the 
vi6tim, of this holy madnefs. For the invaiion 
of Egypt, France was exhaufted of her troops 
and treafures ; he covered the fea of Cyprus 
with eighteen hundred fails ; the moil modeft 
enumeration amounts to fifty thouland men ; 
and, if we might truft his own confeffion, as it is 
reported by Oriental vanity, he difembarked 
nine thoufand five hundred horfe, and one hun- 
dred and thirty thoufand foot, who performed 
their pilgrimage under the fhadow of his power'*. 
He takes In completfe armour, the oriflamme waving 
A-eTi***' before him, Louis leaped foremoll on the beach; 
* and the ftrong city of Damietta, which had cod 
his predeceffors a fiege of fixteen months, was^ 
abandoned on the firft afiault by the trembling 
Moflems. But Damietta was the firft and the laft 
of his conquefts; and in the fifth and fixth cru- 

of tlie author> which muft have exceeded nlnetj years (Pk-eface^ p. xU 
Obfervations de Ducange, p. i;.)* 
^' Jolnyilley p. 32. Arabic ExtmAsy p. 549. 

fades^ 
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lades, the famecaufes^almoft on the fame ground'^ chap. 
were produ6tive of fimilar calamities **. After a , ^^^ 
ruinous delay, which introduced into the camp 
the feeds of an epidemical difeafe, the Franks ad- 
vanced from the fea-coafl towards the capital of 
Egypt, and flrove to furmount the unfeafonable 
inundation of the Nile, which oppofed their pro- 
grefs. Under the eye of their intrepid monarch, 
the barons and knights of France displayed their 
invincible contempt of danger and difcipline : his 
brother, the Count of Artois, ftormed with incon- 
fiderate valour the town of Maflbura; and the 
carrier pigeons announced to the inhabitants of 
Cairo, that all was loll. But a foldier, who after- 
wards ufurped the fceptre, rallied the flying 
troops; the main body of the Chrillians was far 
behind their vanguard; and Artois was over^ 
powered and flain. A fliower of Greek fire was 
inceflantly poured on the invaders; the Nile was 
commanded by the Egyptian gallies, the open 
country by the Arabs; all provifions were inter- 
cepted ; each day aggravated the ficknefs and fa- 
mine ; and about the fame time a retreat was 
found to be neceflary and impra6ticable. The 
Oriental writers confefs, that Louis might have 
efcaped, if he would have deferted his fubjeSts : 
he was made prifoner, with the greateil part of 
his nobles ; all who could not redeem their lives 

^ The laft editors have enriched their Joinville with large an^ 
curious extra^ from the Arabic hiftorianst Macriziy Abulfeda^ Bcci 
See likewife Abulpharagius (Dynaft. p. aza— 3a5.)» who calls him 
by the corrupt name of ReJefrans, Matthew Paris (p« 6839 684.) hat 
defcribed the rival folly of the French and Englifli who ftught and fell 
at Mailbunu 

VOL. XI. M by 
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c"H ^ P. by fefvice or fanfom^ were inhumanly mi^a- 

X!X. ^^^^ J and the Walls of Cairo were decorated 

His cap- ^ith a citde of Chrtftian heads ^\ The King 

tivity in of Fratice was loaded with chains ; but tbfe 

A^iioo. ^^nerbtfs viCfeor, a^reat grandlbn of the hrotiaer 

April J— rif SaladiH, fent a tobe of honour td bis royal 

^*^ ^' captive , nt\d his delit^rance, with that ctf his 

foldttrs, \va* 6btained by the reftitution ef 

Dattiietta^* aftd tht paymeht of foer fatindred 

thoufatid ^iec^s of g&ld« In a Mt ^nd Inxmi- 

6US climate, the fleget^erafte children of the 

cortipanions l>f Koureddfe atid Baladin vpere in*- 

capable of WBfting the flow«r of EnrafMeaa cbi- 

valley: Aey tritimpfe^ by the apms of their flaves 

of Mamelukes, the h^dy natives of Tartary^ wh« 

sK; a ieiidet age had be^ pUK^hafed of the Syrian 

ftierchatits, t^ we^fe educated in the camp a)^ 

palace bf the Stfkati. Siit Egypt fbon Hficarded 

a new ef!toi»}pU €ff the danger of praetaaiam bartsk ; 

and the rage of the^ ferooiDus animals, who tuA 

been let loo^ on th^ Itran^evs, was provpkiad to 

devouif their benefai^^v In the pridjc of <^ym* 

queft, Tonrati SbaWj the laft ef his traces, was 

mutderefl by his Maendut^^ and the imRft 

daring b?f t*e alfefiins eftitei^ the cbambferof the 

captive King, with drawn fcyittetar^ and Urniv 

hands irafbi-ix^l in the bkK)d of tbeit Sutom. The 

^ Savary, in his agreeable Lettres fur I'Egypte, has given a defcrip- 
tio9 of Damietta (torn, i. lettre xxiii. p. 474 — 290,), and a narrative 
of the €»peditioa o( St. Louis (xxv. p. '306 — is'o.). 

^ l?or the ranfom of St.Louis, a tnMoti bf byiaftts WSt$ sliced Wi4 
granted;, but the Sultanas genrtolity redttcfed diat t^Hi to ^1^b,6t>b by- 
|B)its, which «e valwcl ty j^oinvilfe at Hbb>o66 ¥i*«fTrcK Ktres of* M 
own time, and expreiTed by Matthew l?kf is Ijy 106,0^6 Inaritrtrf'iUvtt 
(Pliicange!| Differtation xx» fur Joinville). 

iiiMPHefs 
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firmnefi of Louis commanded their refjieft**; CH^P. 
their avarice prevailed over cruelty and zealj . ^f * ^ 
the treaty was accompliflied ; and the King of 
France) with the relics of his army, was per- 
mitted to embark for Paleftine. He wafted four 
years withia the walls of Acre, unable to vifit 
Jeru&leai, and unwilling to return without glory 
to his native country. 

The memory of his de&at excited Lcmis, after 
fixteeir years of wifdom and repofe, to undertake 
the ibventh and laft of the crufades« His finances 
were reftcM'ed, his kingdom was enlarged ; a new 
generation of warriors had arifen, and he em^- 
barked with frefli c<Mifldenco at the head of fin 
thoufaiid horfe and thirty thouikid toot. The 
lofs of Antioeh bad provoked the enterprife : a 
wild hope of baptizing the King of Tunitsf, 
tempted him to fteer for the Afrioan co£^$ 
and the report of an immenfe treafkre rec^noited 
bis troops to the delay of their voyage to the 
Holy Land« Inftead of a profelyte, he found a His death 
fiege ; the French panted aad died on theNbum- JJ^^' 
ing fands; St. Louis expired in his tent} and no feveath 
fooner had he clofcd his eyes, than his fon and^^»^ 
fucceflbx gave the fignal of the retreat^**. " It Auz.ZI"^' 

^ The idea of the emirs to cjioofe Jjoma for their Sdtan* is feno^ 
:atefted t>y Joinvilie (p.7 79 7S.)» and does tiok zppe&r to me fo abfurd af 
to M. de Voltaire (I£ft; Generale, torn. ii. p. 3^6, 3f87.> The BlUma- 
hikes theaMTe8tv«rearan|«ers»«tb^j|id«4tak{ tiity had kit hk 
^Awy e^y hoped lis eonTCif|o»: asd fucih a fiMlioBy whidh was Mft 
feoDsded, m!ight be iittde, peihppB hy a feeret Cfc^^ 
taons nSSeaAly. 

**** See 4fee exptdltei hi ^ Anmds ^ St. Louis, hy Wl&iam ds 
'Xhxifpay p.nTo— »«7- «nd -iftiB^ Arafcic Sxtnniii p. 545- SfS* ^ **• 
JLouvre edition of Joinvilie. 
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'CHAP." is thus," fays a lively writer, « that a Chrif- 

^^^ . " tian King died near the ruins of Carthage, 

-** waging war againil the fe6laries of Mahomet, 

^^ in aland to which Dido had introduced the 

" deities of Syria^^'/* 

The Map A more unjuft and abfurd conftitirtion cannot 

"^*^ be devifed, than that which condemns the na- 

A. D. tives of a country to perpetual fervitude, under 

^^50-- the arbitrary dominion of flrangers and flaves. 

^*^* Yet fuch has been the ftate of Egypt above five 

hundred years. The moil illuftrioiis Sultans of 

the Baharite and Borgite dynailies"'% were them- 

felves.prx>moted from the Tartar and Circaffian 

bands; ;Smd the four-and-twenty beys, or military 

chiefs, have ever been fucceeded, not by their 

fims, but by their fervants. They produce the 

great .charter of their liberties, the treaty of Se-» 

]im the Firft with the republic "^4 and the Othr 

man Emperor ilill accepts from Egypt a flight 

acknowledgment of tribute and fubje6tion. With 

fome breathing intervals of peace and order, the 

two dynafties are marked as a period of rapine 

'®' Voltairey Hift. Geoende) torn. ii. p.39i. 

'°' The chronology, of the two dynafties of MamalukeSy the Ba* 
harites, Torks or Tartars 6f Kipzak> and the Borgites, CircafDans> is 
given by Pocock (Prolegom. ad Abulpharag. p. 6—31.) and De 
Guignes (torn, u p. 264—270.) ; their hifiory fix>in Abulfeda» Ma- 
crizi9 &c. to the beginning of the xvth century, by the fame M. dc 
Guignes (torn. iv. p* zzo— 328.). 

'""^ Savaryy Lettres furJ'Egypte, tonu iL lettre xv. p. 189 — ao8. I 
such queftion the authenticity of this copy; yet it is true, that SukaQ 
Selim concluded a treaty with the Circaffians or Mamalukes of Egypt^ 
and left them m pofleflion of arnotst riches* and power. See a new, 
Abreg6 de lUiftoire Ottonune^compoled in Egypt, and tranflated by 
HL Digeon (torn. i. pv55— i^* P»ri»> I7^»> * curious, authentic, and 
ntioaal hiflory. 
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and bloocUhed '"* : but their tbroae, howtver C H AE. 
ihaken^ repofed on the two pillars of difcipline 
and valour ; their fway extended over Egypt, 
Nuhia, Arabia, and Syria; their Mamalukes were 
multiplied from eight hundred to twenty«*five 
thoufand horfe ; and their numbers were in- 
creafed by a provincial militia of one hundred 
and feven thoufand foot, and the occafional aid 
of fixty-fix thoufand Arabs *°^ Princes of fuch 
power and fpirit could not long endure on their 
coail an hoftile and independent nation ; and if 
the ruin of the Franks was poftponed about forty 
years, they were indebted to the cares of art un- 
fettled reign, to the invafion of the Mogols, and 
to the occafional aid of fome warlike pilgrims. 
Among thefe, the Englilh reader will obferve 
the name of our firit Edward, who aflumed the 
<jrofs in the life-time of his fother Henry. At the 
head of a thoufand foldiers, the future conqueror 
of Wales and Scotland delivered Acre from a 
fiege ; marched as far as Nazareth with an army 
of nine thoufand men ; emulated the fame of his 
uncle Richard ; extorted, by valour, a ten years 
truce ; and efcaped, with a dangerous wound. 



*^ Si toti^m quo regnum occup^runt tempus refpiciasy piipfertim 
quod fini propius^ reperies illud bfllis* pugnis, injuriisy ac rs^puut 
x^ertum (Al Jannabi, apud Pococky p. 3i.). The reign of Mohani- 
med (A.D. I311 — 1341O afford* an happy exception (De Guigne^ 
tom.iv. p. 20S—210.). 

i^'s They are now reduced to 89500 : but the expenfe of each Mama^ 
luke may be rated at 100 louis : and Egypt groans under theavarice 
and infolence of theft ftrangert (Voyages de Volney, tonuL p. 8^— » 
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CHAP, from tfa^ dagger of a fanatic aff^ffin'"^. Ait« 
J^^ tioch ^\ whoiie fituatton had been lefe expofed 
to the calamitieB of the holy 'war, was finally - 
occupied and ruined by Bondocdar, or Btbar6« 
Sultan of Egypt and Syria ( the Latin princi« 
pality was extinguiflied ; and the firft feat of the 
Chriflian name was difpeopled by the flaughter 
of feventeira^ and the captivity of ontef hundred, 
thoufand of her inhabitants. The maritime 
towns of Laodicea, Gabala, Tripoli, Berytus, 
Sidon, TjFre^ and Jaffii^ and the ftronger cafUes 
of the Hof|>italei» and Templars^ fucceffively 
fell ; and the whole exiftetice of the Franks was 
confined to the city and colony of St. John <^ 
Acre, wliich is ibmetimes deibribed by the more 
cladffic title of Ftidemais. 

After the lofs of Jeni&lem, Acre '"'S which ia 
diftattt aboirt feventy miles, became the metro- 
poiit of the Latin Chfiftians, and was adorned 
with firong and ftately buildiogs, with aqueducts, 
an artificial port^ and a double wall. The popu* 
latioo was increaftd by the inceffimt Itreams of 
{nlgrimt and fugitives : in the paufes of hdUltty 
the trade w£ tiae Eaft and Weft was attracted to 
this convenient ftation ; and the market could 

"^ See Carte's Hiftoiy of Boglandi ▼d.xi. p. i<>5«— X75* and hb 
txnj^iul authorsy Thomas Wilkes and Walter Hevmgibrd (1. Bi. c. 349 
35 .)i in Gale's CoUeAion (torn. ii. p. 97. 589— ■59a.)* They are both 
ignorant of the Princeis Eleanor's piety in fucking the peifoned wound* 
and laying her husband at the nik of her own He. 

*^ Sanutus, Secret, FideUum Cnicls, l.iii. p. xii. c. 9. and !De Guig-' 
ties» Hift. des Huns* torn. iv. p. 14a* from the Arabic hiilorians. 

'"^ The ftate of Acre is reprefented in all the Chronides c^the timetf 
and moft accurately in John VUlani, 1. vii. c. 144. in Murafori» Scrip* 
tores Rerum Italicarum^ tottu xiii. p* 3371 339. 

offer 
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oflfar t%e pro^tice of ^v^y qUm9 and the iaterpiTq-i C H a ?, 
ters of evei-y toogue, ^Bi^ ia this confluj; of m-^ ^j!^^^ 
tioDf ^ every vice wc^ ^ropagatecj and pr^fliiftd: pf ' 
ftU the difeiplw of Jefua und M^h^D^et, tb^ ipsiJ^ 
\«nd feoiald inhftbUn^nls of Apre w^r^ eA^]|f)o4 
the ]ii0ft corrupt ; uoj? Qould the ^bwfe of reli*^ ^ 
I^M be cwrefifef d by th^ difcipUne of Ujv. TU* 
city had mmy favi^r^gn^j, wd ^ gpv^mmw^t:^ 
The Kings of Jerufeli^pii amd Cyprus, (4thi^ hqu^ 
of Lu%Qan, th^ priao^ of An^ioch, tt^ Q(fmits. 
c£ Tripoli aod Sidq^^ tb* gvw% matters of the 
hofpital^ tba t^nple, aod tb^ Teutpnic order, 
the fBpuUids of V«mw, Geao*, »iid Pij^^ the 
pope^ legtte» the Kiug9 of f'rance and E|]^g^l^^ 
afiumed ^i independent djowiQapd^ fevei^e^ 
tribuoajs exerci&d the power of liie Qn4 d^tbj 
•very criminal wa# prote^ed in |:be adjacent 
quarts ; and the perp^Uftl jealowfy of tb* mtl^9^ 
often burft forth ia a^9 o^' violaQce »n4 biop4^ 
Some adventurerSt who difgrficed the ^n^^ gf 
the crofi, eooipenikted their want of pay by \\^ 
plunder of the Mahometan villager : j^inet^eii 
Syrian merchants, vho traded undtr the pubbp 
faith, were deQioiled and lianged hy tb^ Cbri$r 
tians ; and the denial of fatisfa(^ion jufti/wd \kp 
Qxms of the Saltan Kbalil. He marched ^ainS^ 
Acre, at the head of fixty thouiltiid bofftf m^ 
one hundred and forty tbou&od fipot : hji tr^ip 
of artillery (if I may ufe the word) wa* n^iiT^r^^ 
and weighty ; the ihparate tiinb^s af a 4»cle 0Q- 
gine were tranfported in one hundred waggons j 
and the royal biftorian Abnlfeda, who ferved with 
the troops of Haugh, was bifu&lf 9 ijf^iiQv pf 

M 4 the 
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CHAP, the holy war. Whatever might be the vices of 
■L^,--^ *^® Franks, their courage was rekindled by en-* 
thiifiafm and defpair ; but they were torn by the 
difcord of feventeen chiefs, and overwhelmed oa 
The Ids of all fides by the powers of the Sultan. After a 
Acre and fiege of thirty*three days, the double wall was 
i^ ^ forced by the Moflems; the principal tower 
A«D.x39i. yielded to their engines; the Mamalukes made a 
^^' * general aflault; the city was ftormed; and death 
or ilavery was the lot of fixty thouland Chriftians. 
The convent, or rather fortrefs, of the Templars 
refilled three days longer ; but the great mafter 
was pierced with an arrow; and, of five hundred 
knights, only ten were left alive, lefs happy than 
the victims of the fword, if they lived to fufier on 
a fcafibld in the unjuft and cruel profcription of 
the whole order. The King of Jerufidem, the 
patriarch, and the great mailer of the Hofpital, 
effected their retreat to the fhore ; but the fea was 
rough, the veflels were infufiicient ; and great 
numbers of the fugitives were drowned before 
they could reach the ifle of Cyprus, which might 
comfort Lufignan for the lofs of Paleftine. By 
the command of the Sultan, the churches and 
fortifications of the Latin cities were demoliflied; 
a motive of avarice or fear fi^ill opened the holy 
fepulchre to fome devout and defencelefs pil- 
grims ; and a mournful and folitary filence pre- 
vailed along the coaft which had fo long re- 
founded with the world's debate "°'. 

^ See the final expulfioo of the Franks, in Sanutut, 1. liL p. xii. 
€• zi— aa. AbulfecUf Macriziy &c« in De Guignes, tonu iv. p* i6a* 
164* and Vertot, torn. i« L iii. p. 407— 4a8* 
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CHAP. LX. 

Schijm of the Greeks and Latins* — State ofCon* , 
Jlantinople. — Revolt of the Bulgarians. — Ifaac 
Angelus dethroned hy his brother Aleanus. — 
Origin of the fourth Orufade. — Alliance of the 
'French and Venetians with the Son of Ifaac. — 
Their mvoal Expedition to Conjtantinople.-^ 
The two Sieges and final Conquejt of the City by 
the Latins. 

'pHE rfeftoration of the Weftern empire by c H a p. 
Charlemagne was Ipeedily followed by the . ^^V^ 
feparation of the Greek and Latin churches'. A Schifm of 
religious and national animofity ftill divides the ^^^Jrceki; 
two largefl communions of the Chriftian world ; 
and the fchifm of Conftantinople, by alienating 
her mod ufeful allies, and provoking her moil 
dangerous enemies, has precipitated the decline 
and fall of the Roman empire in the Eail. 

In the courfe of the prefent hiftory, the aver- Their 
fion of the Greeks for the Latins has been often ^^^y^ 
vifible and conspicuous. It was originally de- 
rived from the difdain of fervitude, inflamed, 
after the time of Conftantine, by the pride of 
equality or dominion ; and finally exafperated by 
the preference which their rebellious fubjedts 

' In the fucceffiye centuriesy from the ixth to the scviiithy Moiheim 
tnuxt the ichiim of the Greeks with leaminj^y deameisy and imparti- 
ality ; the jUioque (Luftitut Hift. Ecclef. p. %y7*)» Leo.ni. p. 303* ' 
Fhotiuti p. 307> 308. Michael Gerulariiuy p. 3709 3719 &c* 

had 
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CHAP, had given to the alliance of the Franks. In 
1-X* every age, the Greeks were proud of their fupe- 

"^ ' ~^ riority in profane and religious knowledge : they 
had firft received the light of Chriftianity 5 they » 
had pronounced the decrees of the feven generi^ 
councils : they alone poiTefled the language of 
Scripture and philofophy ; nor ihould the Bar- 
banana^ immerfed in the darknefe of the We(l% 
prefume to argue on the high and myfterious 
queftians of theological fcience« Thofe Ba/ba- 
Vians defpifed in their turn the reftlefs and fubtle 
levity of the Orientals, the authors of every hie- 
refy ; and blefled their own firaplieity, which was^ 
content to hold the tradition of the apoftolic 
church. Yet in the feventh century, the fynods 
of Spain, and afterwards of France, improved or 
corrupted the Nicene creed, on the myft^rious 

ftoceffion futgeft of the third perfon of the Trinity K In 

^theHoiy the iQjjg controverfies of the Eaft, the nature 
and generation of the Chrift had been fcrupu- 
loufly defined } and the well-known relation of 
father and fon feemed to convey a fiiiint image to 
the human mind. The idea of birth was lef» ana- 
logous to the Holy Spirit, who, inftead of a di- 
vine gift or attribute, was confidered by the Ca- 
tholics, as a fubftance, a perfon, a god } b^ was 

ya^ 'Rnrifis fia^oi wn^ ytmfJM/ra (Ph^t, Epift. p. 47. edkj Bion* 
tanit). Tkf Qnmk9k patrwPtb cootioues to ^nply ^ Uaaget of 
thunder^ earthquake^ haily wild boary praecurlors of Antiduift, 

^ The m yft e ikws IbljeA of die pneMmi ti tb« VUHj QHkofL, is 
tfcoflU in th9 biftorietly llieelogfcal, tiid c u iHtf u f ei'S al fenftt dr mii- 
leafe, bj the Jefuit PiKaTittt (Dogmata Theel^^gkiy txm, iL |.viu 

not 
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not begotten, but in the orthodox ftyle he pr6* 
cceded. Did he proceed from the Father alone, 
perhaps by the Son \ or from the Father and the 
Son I The firft of thefe opinions was aflerted by 
the Greeks, the fecond by the Latins ; and the 
addition to the Nicene creed of the vifordJiUaqHef 
kindled the flame of diicord between the Ori* 
ental and the Gailic churches^ In the origin of 
the diipute, the Roman pontiffs affected a cha« 
ra^er of neutrality and moderation ^ : they con« 
demned the innovation^ but they acquiefced in 
the fentiment, of their Tranfalpine brethren: 
they feemed defirous of cailing a veil of filence 
and charity over the fuperfluous refearch ; and 
in the correfpondettce of Charlemagne and heo 
the Third, the Pope affumes the liberality of a 
ftatefman, and the Prince defcends to the paC- 
fions and prejudices of a prieil K But the ortho-^ 
doxy of Rome ipontaneoufly obeyed the impulie 
6f her temporal policy ; And the JiUoque^ which 
Leo wifhed to erafe, was tranfcribed in the fym- 
bol and chaunted in the liturgy of the Vatican. 
The Nicene and Athsmafian creed are held as 



^ Before t^e Anne of St.Fd«r> lie phcedtw«^iieldf€f tliewngkc 
of 94I pounds of pUM filler ; on which he infcribed the tesct of botii 
cre^s (utroque fyxnbolo) pro amore et tautel orthodoxse fidei (Anaflaf. 
. in Leon*nL in Muratoriy toni.isi. pars i. p. aoS.). His langnage moft 
,^early proves tfaait neither the fiio^ nor the Athana&ui creed wtoe 
received at Rome ab«ut the year 830* 

' The Miffi of Charlemagne prefled him to declare that all who re- 
jt£led tktjaUqtUyor «rt leaft the do^hine, nmft be damned. AH, re- 
plies the Pope^ are not capable of reaching the altiora myfleria; qui 
potuerity et non voluerity falvus eile non poteft (Colle<5l. Council, 
torn. iz. p. A77—286.)* The poiwrit would leave a lai|;e loop-hole 
<^falvatioa! 

the 
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CHAP. ^^^ Catholic faith, without which none can be 

LX. faved; and both Papifts and Protcftants muft 

now fuilain and returii the anathemas of the 

Greeks, who deny the proceffion of the Holy 

Ghofl from the Son, as well as from the Father* 

Variet>'of Such articles of faith are not fufceptible of 

cai^d^i^ " *^^^*y i ^"* **^® ^"^^^ ^^ difcipline will vary in 
piine. remote and independent churches; and the 
reafon, even of divines, might allow, that the 
difference is inevitable and harmlefs. The craft 
or fuperilition of Rome has impofed on her 
prieils and deacons the rigid obligation of celi- 
, bacy ; among the Greeks it is confined to the 
bifhops ; the lofs is compenfated by dignity or 
annihilated by age ; and the parochial clergy, the 
papas, enjoy the conjugal fociety of the wives 
whom they have married before their entrance 
into holy orders. A queftion cencerning the 
Azyms was fiercely debated in the eleventh cen- 
tury, and the effence of the Eucharifl was fup* 
pofed in the Eafl and Wefl: to depend on the 
ufe of leavened or unleavened bread. Shall I 
mention in a ferious hifi;ory the furious reproaches 
that were urged againfi^ the Latins, who for a 
long while remained on the defenfive? Tbey 
negledted to abflain, according to the apoflolical 
decree, from things ftrangled, and from blood : 
they failed, a Jewifli obfervance! on the Satur« 
day of each week j during the firft week of Lent 
they permitted the ufe of milk and cheefe*^ j their 

infirm 

* In Francey after fome haiAer laws, the ecclefiafHcat difci- 
pline is now relaxed : xnilk» cheefe, and butter, are become k 

perpetual 
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infirm monks were indulged in the tafte of flefli } 
and animal greafe was fubftituted for the want of 
vegetable oil : the holy chrifm or unfilion in bap- 
tifm was referved to the epifcopal order : the 
biihops, as the bridegrooms of their churches, 
were decorated with rings ; their priefts fhaved 
their faces, and baptized by a fingle immerfion. 
Such were the crimes which provoked the zeal 
of the patriarchs of Conftantinople ; and which 
were juftified with equal zeal by the dolors of 
the Latin church \ 

Bigotry and national averfion are powerful AmWtioui 
magnifiers of every obje6b of difpute ; but the r^^ ^^ 
immediate caufe of the fchifm of the Greeks may Patriarch 
be traced in the emulation of the leading prelates, ^^^^^ 
who maintained the fupremacy of the old metro- with the 
polls fuperior to all, and of the reigning capital, ^^^jj 
inferior to none, in the Chriftian world. About 857—886. 
the middle of the ninth century, Photius % an 
ambitious layman, the captain of the guards and 
principal fecretary, was promoted by merit and 
favour to the more defirable oflBce of patriarch of 
Conftantinople. In fcience, even ecclefiafi^ical 
fcience, he furpafled the clergy of the age j and 
the purity of his morals has never been im- 

perpetualt and eggs, an annual^ indulgence in Lent (Vie privee det 
Frangoisy torn. ii. p. »7 — 38.). 

7 The original monuments of the fchifin* of the charges of. the 
Gceeks againit the Latins^ are depofited in the epifiles cf Fhotius 
(Epifi. £ncyclica> ii. p. 47 — 6x.) and of Michael Cerularius (Canifii 
Antiq. Ledtiones^ tonuiiL p.L p* a8i — 324. edit. Balnagey , with the 
prolix anfwer of Cardinal Humbert). 

^ The xth volume of the Venice edition of the Councils contains 
all the adls of the fynodsy and hiftory of Fhotius : they are ahridged* 
with a £u&t tinge of prejudice or prudence^ by Dupin and Fleury. 

peached; 
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CHAP, peached ; but his ordmation was hafty, his rife 
^^ was irregular ; and Ignatius, his abdicated pre- 
deceffor, was yet fiipported by the public com- 
paflBon and the obftinacy of hi^ adherents. They 
appealed to the tribunal of Nicholas the Firfl, 
one of the proudeft and moft af\)iring of the 
Roman pontiffe, who embraced the welcome op- 
portunity of judging and condemning his rival 
of the Eaft. Their quarrel was embittered ty 
a conflift of juriiai6lion over the King and nation 
of the Bulgarians ; nor was their recent co»- 
verfion to Chriftianity of much avail to either 
prelate, unlefs he could number the profelytes 
among the fubjefts of his power. With the 
aid of hi* court the Greek patriarch was vic- 
torious ; but in the furious conteft he depofed 
in his turn the fucceffor of St. Peter, and in* . 
volved the Latin church in the reproach ef 
herefy and fchifin. Pliotius facrificed the peace 
of the world to a fliort and precarious reign : 
he fell with his patron, the Cafer Bardas ; and 
Bafil the Macedonian performed an aft of jut 
tice in the reftoration of Ignatius, whofe age 
and dignity had not been iufRcitnty relpe6t<H!. 
From his monaflery, or prifon, Photiuia folicited 
the favour of the Emperor by pathetic complaints 
and artful flattery ; and the eyes of bis rival were 
fbtrcely dofed, when he wmjtuf^tk re&med to the 
throne of Conftantinople. After the dwth tiff 
BaiM, he experienced ike vieiflitiides <if coHrtai 
and the ingratitude of a royal pupil : the patriarcb 
vim %g2m def>o&d9 and in his laJQL {olitary hours 
he might regret the freedom ef a ftcufor and 
15 ftudioujs 
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itudfouft life. Ill each resolution, the breath, c h a f. 
the ffiod, trfthcfovemgn had been accepted bya ^^^ 
. fabm^ ve clergy ; and a fyood of three hundred 
biftops was always prepared to hail the triumph, 
or to ftigmaijze the faU, of the holy, or the exe* 
erable) PhotillS^ By a delufive promife of fuo- 
ictmt or re^vard, the Popes were tettpted to coun* 
te^smco thefe various proceedings ; and the fy« 
nods of CoAflantinople were ratified by thenr 
epiitles or legates. Bnt the court and tbe people, 
Ignatius afid Photius, i««re eijusdly advei& to 
their daims ; their mimfters vere infiilted or ini« 
prifoned ; the proceffiou of the Holy Ghoft was 
forgotten ; Balgaiia was for €v«c annexed to tiiO 
Byaantine throne ; and the fchifin was proloaged 
by the rigid con:fi^re of all tfee multtplied ordina* 
tkyns of a^ iireguiar patriarch. Tixe darkneft 
and corruption of tlie tenth centnry ftt^pcnded 
the intercourfe) without reconciling the minds, 
of* the two nations. But when the NfM^man fword 
re(loi*ed the eirurches of Apuli to the jurifiJiSioa 
of Rome, the depart^ flodc was waroed, by m 
petulent ^piftle «f the Ghredc patriarch, to avoid 
and abhor the ^tmts of the Latiiss. The rifing 
fmtjefty of IU>fM could no lonf^ brook the in- 
S^oce of a rnebei ; snid ACidiael Ceraiariss was The popes 



e«co«wfliiuwc»ted in the heart of Ooffftanthiople ^^^^ 
by the Pope's legates. Shaking the duft from Patriarchof 

* The fytiodi of Cfdftattthwple, heWi »^a» jtMr m^ ^ iht -vfiith of 

the ^^eueitiltgmmcih) tAtt Mt«llbiiM)r xnfikt Edt miadk m w ee gtt lfit 

%y'the fttmntn chordi. She reje6h the ffteA 0f CanaMtM^le^ite 

. yesn '8^(7 »id 97^ trhfdk ^^ere, Iie^ever> «qfsiA|f tmumnm wa4:ml^\ 

but they were favourable to Photius* 

their 



176 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

/ 

CHAP, their feet, they depofited on the altar of St*So- 
^^^ phia a direful anathema'"', which enumerates the 
Coniianti- feven mortal herefies of the Greeks, and devotes 
thto^L *^® S"^^*y teachers, and their unhappy fefifcaries, 
A.D. 'to the eternal fociety of the devil and his angels. 
m^% According to the emergencies of the church and 
ftate, a friendly correipondence was fometimes 
refumed ; the language of charity and concord 
was fometimes affe6led ; but the Greeks have 
never recanted their errors j the Popes have 
never repealed their fentence i and from this 
thunderbolt we may date the confummation of 
the fchifm. It was enlarged by each ambitious 
Hep of the Roman pontiffs : the Emperors 
bluihed and trembled at the ignomitiious fate 
of their royal brethren of Germany; and the 
people was fcandalized by the temporal power 
and military life of the Latin clergy ". 
Enmity of The avcrfion of the Greeks and Latins was 
*^La^ nourilhed and manifefted in the three firft ex- 
A.D. peditions to the Holy Land. Alexius Comnenus 
iioo— contrived the abfence at leaft of the formidable 
pilgrims : his fucceffors, Manuel and Ifaac An- 
gelus, confpired with, the Moflems for the ruin of 
the greateft princes of the Franks ; and their 
crooked and malignant policy wasfeconded by the 
active and voluntary obedience of every order of 

'° See this anathema in the Councilsf torn. xi. p. 1457 — 1460. 

" Anna Conmena (Alexiady 1. i.'p. 31-^33*) reprelents the abhor- 
rence not only of the churchy but of the palace, for Gregory VJI., the 
popes* and the Latin communion. The fiyle of Cinnamus and 
Nicetas is ilill more vehement. Yet how cahoi is tbe voice of hiftory 
compared with that of potemics I 

thei^T 
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their fubje6ls. Of this hoftile tamper, a large^d H a p. 
portion may doubtlefs be afcribed to the diffe-* ^' 
rence of language, drefs, and manners, which 
fevers and alienates the nations of the glob^; 
The pride as well as the prudence of the fove- 
reign was deeply wounded by the intrufion of 
foreign armies, that claimed a' right of trayerfing 
his dominions, and palling under the walls of his 
capital ; his fubjefts were infulted and plundered 
by the rude ftrangers of the Weft, and the hatred 
of the pufiUanimous Greeks was fharpened by 
fecret envy of the bold and pious enterprifes of 
the Franks. But thefe profane x;aufes of national 
enmity were fortified and inflamed by the venom 
of religious zeal. Inftead of a kind embrace, an 
hofpitable reception from trieirChriftian brethren 
of the Eaft, every tongue was taught to repeat 
"the names of fchifmatic and heretic, more odious 
to an orthodox ear than thofe of pagan^and in- 
fidel ; inftead of being loved for the general con- 
formity of faith and worfliip, they were abhorred 
for fome rules of difciplifte, fome queftions of 
theology, in which themfelves or their teachers 
might differ from the Oriental church. In the 
crufade of Louis the Seventh, the Greek clergy 
waftied and purified the altars which had been 
defiled by the facrifice of a French prieft. The 
companions of Frederic Barbaroffa deplore the 
injuries which they endured, both in word and 
deed, from the peculiar rancour of the bifliops 
and monks. Their prayers and fermons excited 
the people againft the impious barbarians ; and 
the patriarch is accufed of declaring, thstt the. 
VOL. XI,. N faithful 
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faithful might obtain the redemption of all their 
fins by the extirpation of the fchifmatics ". An 
enthufiafl, named Dorotheus, alarmed the fears 
and reftored the confidence of the Emperor, by 
a prophetic aflurance, that the German heretic, 
after afiaulting the gate of Blachernes, would be^ 
made a fingle example of the divine vengeance. 
The paflage of thefe mighty armies were rare 
and perilous events; but the crufades introduced 
a frequent and familiar intercourfe between the 
two nations, which enlarged their knowledge 
TheLaetiM without abating their prejudices. The wealth 
atConftan- ^j^^ luxury of Conftautinople demanded the pro- 
^^^* du6tions of every climate: thefe imports were 
balanced by the art and labour of her numerous 
inhabitants ; her fituation invites the commerce 
of the world, and, in eveiy period of her ex- 
iftence, that commerce has been in the hands 
of foreigners. After the decline of Amalphi, 
the Venetians, Pifans, and Genoefe introduced 
their fa6tories and fettlements into the capital 
of the empire : their fer\dces were rewarded 
vdth honours and immunities ; they acquired the 

" His anonymous liiftorian (de Expedit. Aiiat. Fred. L in Canifii 
Ledlion. Antiq. torn. iii. pars ti. p. 511. «dit. Bafhage) mentions tlie 
fermons of the Grreek patriarch, quomodo Graecis injunzerat in remii^ 
fionem peccatorum peregrinos ocddere et delere de tenia; Tagiua 
obferTer(in Scriptores Freher. torn. i. p. 409. ediuStruy.) Graed h«re- 
ticos nos appellant : denci et monachi didtis et £a6tis perfequuntur. 
W« may add the dedaration of the Emperor Baldwin fifteen yean 
afterwards : Hsec eft {geru) quae Latinos omnes non hominum nomine^ 
fed canum dignabatur ; quorum ianguinem effundere pene inter me- 
rita reputabant (Gefta Innocent. III. c. 92^. in Muratori> Script. Re* 
ram Italicarum^ torn. in. pars i. p. 536.). . There may be fome ex- 
aggeration; but it was. as eftdhud for 4he adtion and re-aaion of 
hatred. 

poffeffion 
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poiFefSon of lands and houfes; their families were chap. 
multiplied by marriages with the natives ; and ^ ^^ * 
after the toleration of a Mahometan mofque, it 
was impoffible to interdict the churches of the 
Roman rite '^ The two wives of Manuel Com- 
nenus ** were of the race of the Franks; the firft, 
a fifter-in-law of the Emperor Conrad ; the fe- 
cond, a daughter of the Prince pf Antioch : he 
obtained for his fon Alexius a daughter of Philip 
Auguftus King of France ; and he bellowed his 
own daughter on a marquis of Montferrat, who 
was educated and dignified in the palace of 
Conftantinople. The Greek encountered the 
arms, and afpired to the empire of the Weft ; 
he efteemed the valour, and trufted the fidelity 
of the Franks '* ; their military talents were 
unfitly recompenfed by the lucrative offices of 
judges and treafurers; the policy of Manuel 
had folicited the alliance of the pope ; and the 
popular voice accufed him of a partial bias to 
the nation and religion of the Latins '^ During 

'3 See Anna Comnena (Aleadad. 1. v!. p. 16X9 i6z.y and a remark 
able paHage of Kicetas (in Manuel. 1. y. c. 9.) wjio obferves of the 
Vc»ietiansy xorct cfiwn «m ^powpioe^ tw KKyrotrrivifToTav tuj UKUxg 
i)XXa|ayT09 &c* 

'4 Ducange, Fana. Byzant. p. j86, 187. 

'^ Niceta^ in Manuel. 1. vii* c. a. Regnante enim (Manuele) . • . « 
apud eum tantam Latinus populus repererat gratiam ut negle6ti$/ 
Orseculis fuis tanquam yiris mollibus et efioeniinatis> .... foils La- 
tinb grandia committeret negotia • • • • erga eos profiis^ liberalltate 
abundabat . • • • ex omni orbe ad eum tanquam ad benefadlorem no- 
biles et ignobiles ccmcuirebant. Willerm. Tyr. xxii. c. 10. 

'* The fufpicions of jjhe Greeks would have been confirmed^ if they 
had feen the political epiilles of Manuel to Pope Alexander Ul. the 
evemy of his enemy Frederic I.^ in which the Emperoi' declms hit 
wiih of uniting the Greeks and Latins as one flock under one (hepher4» 
ice. (See Fleury> HiiL EcdeiT. torn. xt. p^ 187^ 4x3. »43i> 

N 2 his 



l8o THE DECLINE AND TALL 

CHAP, his reign, and that of his fucceffor Alexius^ 
^^^ . they were expofed at Conftantinople to the re- 
proach of foreigners, heretics^ and favourites ; 
and this triple guilt was feverely expiated ia 
the tumult, which announced the return and 
thetmaf- elcvatiou of Audrouicus '\ The people rofe 
^* a!d ^^ ^^"^^ ' ^^^^ ^^^ Afiatic fliore the tyrant dit 
X183- patched his troops and gallies to affift the na-? 
tional revenge, and the hopelefs refiftance of 
. the ftrangers ferved only to juftify the rage and 
fliarpen the daggers of the affaffins. Neither 
age, nor fex, nor the ties of friendfliip or kin- 
dred, could fave the vi6lims of national hatred, 
and avarice, and religious 2eal; the Latins 
were flaughtered in their houfes and in the 
llreetsj their quarter was reduced to aihes,> 
the clergy were burnt in their churches, and 
the fick in their hofpitals ; and fome eftimate 
may be formed of the flain from the clemency 
which fold above four thoufand Chriflians in 
perpetual flavery to the Turks. The priefU 
and monks were the loudeft and moft a6tive in 
the deftru6tion of the fchifmatics ; and they, 
chaunted a thankfgiving to the Lord, when the 
head of a Roman cardinal, the pope's legate, was 
fevered from his body, fattened to the tail of a 
dog, and dragged, with favage mockery, through 
the city. The more diligent of the ftrangers had 
retreated on the firft alarm to their veflels, and 



. '' See the Greek and Latin narratives in Nlcetas (in Alexio Con^ 
nenO) c. xo.) and William of Tyre (I. xxii. c.io> 1I9 x»» 13.); the 
jBdl Mi and caoci&f the fecond loud^ copious^ and tragicaL 

efcaped 
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efcaped through the Hellefpont from the fcene c hap. 
of blood. In their flight, they burnt and ravaged > ^' ^ 
two hundred miles of the fea-coaft; infli6led a 
fevere revenge on the guiltlefs lbbje6ls of the 
empire; marked the priefts and monks as their 
peculiar enemies; and compenfated, by the ac- 
cumulation of plunder, the lofs of their property 
and friends. On their return, they expofed to 
Italy and Europe the wealth and weaknefs, the 
perfidy and malice, of the Greeks, whofe vices 
were painted as the genuine charafters of hereiy 
and fchifih. The fcruples of the firft a'ufaders 
had negle6led the faired opportunities of fecur- 
iog> by the pofTeffion of Conftantinople, the way 
to the Holy Land : a domeftic revolution in- 
vited, and almoft compelled the French and 
Venetians to achieve the conqueft of the Roman 
empire of the eaft. 

s In the feries of the Byzantine princes, I have Reigi^and 
exhibited the hypocrify and ambition, the ty- chara^er 
ranny and fall of Andronicus, the laft male of Angeiust 
the Comnenian family who reigned at Conftan-^ A.D. 
tinople. The revolution, which call him head- ^[/^ 
long from the throne, faved and exalted Ifaac Sept. i%. 
Angelus '^i who defcended by the females, from 
the fame Imperial dynafty. The fucceffor of a 
fecond Nero might have found it an eaiy talk to 
deferve the efleem and affeiSlion of his fubjeiSls j 

^* The hiftory of the reign of Ifaac Angelus is compofed, in three 
books, by the fenator Nicetas (p. 228 — 290.); and his offices of logo- 
thete, or principal fecretary, and judge of the veil or palace, could not 
bribe the impartiality of the hiftorian. He wrote, it is true, aft^r the 
M,And death of his henefadlor. . . 

N 3 ■' they 
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CHAP, they fometimes had reafon to regret the adminiC. 
LX. tration of Andronicus. The found and vigorous 
mind of the tyrant was capable of difcerning the 
connexion between his own and the public in- 
tereft: and while he was feared by all who could 
infpire him with fear, the unfulpefted people, and 
the remote provinces, might blefs the inexorable 
jullice of their mafler. But his fucceflbr was 
vain and jealous of the fupreme power, which he 
wanted courage and abilities to exercife ; his 
vices were pernicious, his virtues (if he pofleffed 
any virtues) were ufelefs to mankind ; and the 
Greeks, who imputed their calamities to his neg- 
ligence, denied him the merit of any tranfient or 
accidental benefits of the times. Ifkac flept on 
the throne, and was awakened only by the found 
of pleafure: his vacant hours were amufed by 
comedians and buffoons, and even to thefe buf- 
foons the Emperor was an objedl of contempt ; 
his feails and buildings exceeded the examples 
of royal luxury ; the number of his eunuchs 
and domeftics amounted to twenty thoufand : 
and a daily fum of four thoufand pounds of 
filver would fwell to four millions fterling the 
annual expence of his houfehold and table. His 
poverty was relieved by oppreffion; and the pub- 
lic difcontent was inflamed by equal abufes in 
the coUedlion, and the application of the revenue. 
While the Greeks numbered the days of their 
feryitude, a flattering prophet, whom he rewarded 
with the dignity of patriarch, aflured him of a 
long and vi6lorious reign of thirty-two years ; 
during which he Ihould extend his fway to Mount 

i6 Libanus, 
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Libaiius, and his conquefts beyond the Eu- 
phrates. But his only ftep towards the accom- 
pliihment of the predi6lion, was a fplendid and 
fcandalous embafly to Saladin '% to demand the 
reilitution of the holy fepulchre, and to propofe 
an offenfive and defenfive league with the enemy 
of the Chriftian name. In thefe unworthy 
hands, of Ifaac and his brother, the remains of 
the Greek empire crumbled into duft. The 
ifland of Cyprus, whofe name excites the ideas 
of elegance and pleafure, was ufurped by his 
namefake, a Comnenian prince ; and by a 
ilrange concatenation of events, the fword of 
our Englifh Richard bellowed that kingdom on 
the houfe of Luflgnan, a rich compenfation for 
the lofs of Jerufalem. 

The honour of the monarchy, and the fafety Revolt of * 
of the capital, were deeply wounded by the re- ^jj^s, ' 
volt of the Bulgarians and Walachians. Since A.D, 
the viftory of the fecond Bafil, they had^ fup- ''*^" 
ported, above an hundred and feventy years, 
the loofe dominion of the Byzantine princes ; 
but no effectual meafures had been adopted to 
impofe the yoke of laws and manners on thefe 
favage tribes. By the command of Ifaac, their 
fi)le means of fubfiftence,th^ir flocks and herds, 
were driven away, to contribute towards the 
pomp of the royal nuptials ; and their fierce 



*9 See Bohadiof Vtt. Saladin. p.it^ — 131. a26. veif. Schulteiu* 
The ambai&dor of Ifaac was equally verfed in the Oreek9 French) and 
Arabic languages ; a. rare inftance in. thofe times. His embalfies were 
BBceWed witk honoRiri difmiiTed without eftd^and reported with fcan- 
dalintheWefti 

N 4 warriors 



i84 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, warriors were exafperated by the denial of equal 
rank and pay in the military fervice. Peter 
and Afan, two powerful chiefs, of the race of 
the ancient kings *%afferted their own rights 
and the national freedom : their demoniac im- 
pollors proclaimed to the crowd, that their 
glorious patron St.Den^etrius had for ever de- 
ferted the caufe of the Greeks : and the con- 
flagration fpread from the banks of the Danube 
to the hills of Macedonia and Thrace, After 
fome faint efforts, Ifaac Angelas and his brother 
acquiefced in their independence ; and the Im- 
perial troops were foon difcouraged by the 
bones of their fellow-foldiers, that were fcat- 
tered along the paffes of Mount Haemus. By 
the arms and policy of John or Joanices, the 
fecond kingdom of Bulgaria was firmly efta- 
blifhed. The fubtle Barbarian ftnt an embafly 
to Innocent the Third, to acknowledge himfelf 
a genuine fon of Rome in defcent and religion*' ; 
and humbly received from the pope, the licenfe 
of coining money, the royal title, and a Latin 
archbilhop: or patriarch. The Vatican exulted 
in the fpiritual conqueil of Bulgaria, the firfl 
objeft of the fchifm ; and if the Greeks could 

?° Ducange, t^mili^e, Dalmaticae, p. 318, 319, 3^0. The original 
correfpondence of the Bulgarian King and the Roman pontiffy is in- 
(cribed in the Qeft^ Innocent, IH. c, 66 — 8a* p. sJ,3'i 5ZS* 

" The Pope acknowledges his pedigree, a nobili urbis Romse pro* 
Ikpia genitores tui originem traxerunt. This tradition, and the ftrong 
refeniblance oiF the Latin and WaUachian idioms, is explained by M. 
D'Anville, (Etats de TEurope, p. 25 8— i6a.). The Italian cdonies of 
the Bacia of Trajan were fwept away by the tide of emigration firofn 
the Danuhe to the Volga, and brought back by another w^ve from the 
Volga to the Danube. Poffible, but ftrange ! 

3 havQ 
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hvkve prqferved the f)rerogatives of the church, CHAP* 
they would gladly have refigned the rights of the ^J^^ 
monarchy. 

The Bulgarians were malicious enough to pray afurp- 
for the long life of Ifaac Angelus, the fureft ^^^^ 
pledge of their freedom and profperity. Yet of Aiexim 
their chiefs could involve in the fame indifcri- Angeius, 
minate contempt, the family and nation of the 1195—' 
E;nperor. « In all the Greeks,*' faid Alan to ^^s- 
his troops, « the lame climate, and charafiler, ^^"^ ^ 
^* and education, will be produftive of the fame 
" fruits. Behold my lance,*' continued the war- 
rior, "and the long llreamers that float in the 
** wind. They difler only in colour ; they are 
*.* formed of the lame filkj and fafluoned by the 
V fame workman ; nor has the ftripe that is 
^' gained in purple, any fuperior price or value 
^V above its fellows"." Several of thefe can- 
didates for the purple fucceflively rofe and fell 
under the empire of Jfaac : a general who had 
repelled the fleets of Sicily, waa driven to revolt 
and ruin by the ingratitude of the prince ; and: 
his luxurious repofe was difturbed by fecretcon- 
fpiracies and popular infurre6lions. The Em- 
peror was faved by accident, or the merit o]Phis 
fervants : he was at length opprefied by an 
ambitious brother, who, for the hope of a pre- 
carious diadem, forgot the obligations of nature, 
of loyalty, and of friendfliip ^\ While Ifaac in 
. the 

** This parable is in the beft favage ftyle ; but I ynSh the Walach 
had not introduced the claffic name of MyCans, the experiment of 
ikt magnet pr loadilpn^, and t^e pafTage of an old comic poet (NicetaS) 
in Alex. Conmeno) 1. i. p, 2999 300.X 

'! The Latins aggravate the ingratitude of Alexius^ by fuppofing 

that 
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the Thracian vallies potfuad the idle and ftlitary 
pleafures of the chafe, his brother. Alexins Ao- 
gelus, was invefted with the purple, by the una- 
nimous fufirage of the camp : the capital and 
the clergy fubfcribed to their choice ; and the 
vanity of the new Ibvereign rejefted the name 
of his fathers for the lofty and royal appellation 
of the Comnenian race. On the deipicable cha- 
racter of Ifaac I have exhausted the language of 
contempt ; and can only add, that in a reign of 
eight years, the bafer Alexius** was fupported by 
thie mafculine vices of his wife Euphrofyne. The 
firll intelligence of his fall was conveyed to the 
late Emperor by the hpflile afpeCt and purfoit of 
the guards, no longer his own ; he fled before 
them above fifty miles as far as Stagyra in Ma- 
cedonia ; but the fugitive, without an obje6l or 
a follower, was arrefted, brought back to Con- 
ftantinople, deprived of his eyes, and confined 
in a lonefome tower, on a fcanty allowance of 
bread and water. At the moment of the revo- 
lution, his fon Alexius, whom he educated in 
the hope of empire, was twelve years of age. 
He was fpared by the uiurper, and reduced to 
attend his triumph both in peace and war ; but 
as the army was encamped on the fea-fhore, an 
Italian veifel facilitated the efcape of the royal 
youth ; and, in the difguife of a common failor. 



that lie had been releafed by his brother liaac from Turkiih captivity. 
This pathetic tale had doubtlefs been repeated at Venice and Zara ; 
but I do not readily di&oyer its grounds in the GrtA hiftorians. 

^ See the rdgn of Alexius Angdus^ or Comnenu8> in the three 
book* of Nicetasi p. z^i^zs^p 

be 
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he eluded the fearch of his enemies, paffed the c tt A P. 



Hellefpont, and found a fecure refuge in the ifle ^^ 



of Sicily. After faluting the threfhold of the 
apoftles, and imploring the prote6lion of Ppp^ 
Innocent the Third, Alexius accepted the kind 
invitation of his fitter Irene, the wife of Philip of 
Swabia, King of the Romans. But in his pafl^ge 
through Italy, he heard that the flower of 
Weftern chivalry was aflembled at Venice for 
the deliverance of the Holy Land : and a ray of 
hope was kindled in his.bofom, that their invin- 
cible fwords might be employed in his father's 
reiloration. 

About ten or twelve years after the lofe of Je- The fourth 
rufalem, the nobles of France were again fum- ^™?1^* 
moned to the holy war by the voice of a third u^ji 
prophet, lefs extravagant, perhaps, than Peter 
the Hermit, but far below St. Bernard in the 
merit pf an orator and a flatefman. An illiterate 
prieit of the neighbourhood of Paris, Fulk of 
Neuilly*% forfook his parochial duty, to aflume 
the more flattering chara^er of a popular and 
itinerant miffionary. The fame of his fandtity 
and miracles was ipread over the land ; he de« 
claimed, with feverity and vehemence, againil 
the vices of the age ; and his fermons, which he 
preached in the fl;reets of Paris, converted the 
robbers, the ufurpers, the profl:itutes, and even 
the d66lors and fcholars of the univerfity. No 
fooner did Innocent the Third afcend the chair 

*' See Fleuiy, Hlft. Ecclef. torn. xvi. p. a6, &c. and ViBehardouin, 
N' I. with the obfervations of Pucange> which I always mean to 
^uote with the original text. 

of 



l88 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP, of St. Peter than he proclaimed in Italy, Ger- 
^ many, and France, the obligation of a new cru- 
fade**. The eloquent pontiff defcribed the ruin 
of Jerufalem, the triumph of the Pagans, and 
the fhame of Chriftendom: his liberality pro- 
pofed tlie redemption of fins, a plenary indul- 
gence to all who (hould ferve in Paleftine, either 
a year in perfon, or two years by a fubftitute*^ ; 
and among his legates and orators who blew the 
facred trumpet, Fulk of Neuilly was the loudeft 
and moft fuccefsful. The fituation of the prin- 
cipal monarchs was averfe to the pious fummons. 
The Emperor Frederic the Second was a child ; 
and his kingdom of Germany was difputed by 
the rival houfes of Brunfwick and Swabia^ the 
memorable fa6t;ions of the Guelphs and Ghibe- 
lines. Philip Auguftus of France had performed, 
and could not be perfuaded to renew, the 
perilous vow; but as he was not lefs ambitious 
of praife than of power,- he cheerfully infti- 
tuted a perpetual fund for the defence of the 
Holy Land. Richard of England was fatiated 
with the glory and misfortunes of his firft ad- 
venture, and he prefumed to deride the ex- 
hortations of Fulk of Neuilly, who wasnotabafhed 
in the prefence of Kings. " You advife me,'* 
laid Plantagenet, " to difmifs my three daugh- 

'^ The contemporary life of Pope Innocent HI., publifhed by Baluze 
and Muratori (Scriptores Rerum Italicanim, torn. Hi. pars i. p.486— 
568.), 18 moft valuable for the important and original documents which 
are inferted in the text. The bull of the crufade may be read, c. 84, 85. 

*7 Por-ce que cil pardon, fut iffi gran, fi s'en efmeurent mult li 
cuers des genz, et mult s'en croifierent, porce que li pardons ere fi graxu 
Yillehardouin, N** i. Our philofophers may refine on Uie caufes of 
the crulades, but fuch were the genuine feelings of a French knight. 

" ters. 
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*' ters, pride, avarice, and incontinence : I be- CHAP. 
« queath them to the moft deferving ; my pride i^ ^^l^ ^ j 
** to the knights-templars, my avarice to the 
" monks of Cifteaux, and my incontinence to 
" the prelates/' But the preacher was heard 
and obeyed by the great vaflals, the princes of 
the fecond order ; and Theobald, or Thibaut, 
Count of Champagne, was the foremoft in the 
holy race; The valiant youth, at the age of 
twenty-two years, was encouraged by the dome& 
tic examples of his father, who marched in- the 
fecond crufade, and of his elder brother, who had 
ended his days in Paleftine with the title of King 
of Jerufalem : two thoufand two hundred knights 
owed fervice and homage to his peerage ^ : the Embraced, 
nobles of Champagne excelled in all the exercifes ^ *^® ^ 
of war '* ; and, by his marriage with the heireis France. 
of Navarre, Thibaut could draw a band of hardy 
Gafcons from either fide of the Pyrenaean moun-> 
tains. His companion in arms was Louis, Count 
of Blqis and Chartres ; like himfelf of regal li- 
neage, for both the princes were nephews, at 
the fame time, of the Kings of France and 
England. In a crowd of prelates and barons, 
who imitated their zeal, 1 diftinguifh the birth 
and merit of Matthew of Montmorency ; the 
famous Simon of Montfort, the fcourge of the 

^ This number of fiefs (of which igoo owed liege homage) w^K 
enrolled in the church of St« Stephen at Troyesy and atteiled A. D« 
12139 by the marlhal and butler of Champagne (Ducangey Obferr*. 

p.a54.> .'.... 

'9 Campania • « . « militise privilegio fingularius excellit • • . « in ty- 
rociniis . . • . protuiione auatem , &c. Ducangey p. 2499 from the 
QJd Chronicle of Jerulalemy A. D« z 1 7 7—1 1^^, 

Albigeois ; 
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CHAP. Albigeois ; and a valiant noble, Jeflfrey of Villei 
J ^^ hardouin ^% marfhal of Champagne ^% who has 
condefcended, in the rude idiom of his age and 
country ^% to write or di6tate '^ an original nar- 
rative of the councils and a6tions in which he 
bore a memorable part. At the fame time, 
Baldwin Count of Flanders, who had married 
the lifter of Thibaut, aflumed the crofs at 
Bruges, with his brother Henry and the prin- 
cipal knights and citizens of that rich and in* 
duftrious province^*. The vow which the chiefs 
had pronounced in churches, they ratified in 
tournaments: the operations of the war were de- 
bated in full and frequent affemblies; and it was 
refolved to feek the deliverance of Paleftine in 
Egypt, a country, fince Saladin's death, which 

^ The name of VUlehardbuin was taken from a village an4 cattle 
in the diocefe of Troyesy near the river Aube, between Bar and Arceis. 
The family was ancient and noble ; the elder branch of our hiftorian 
exifted after the year 14009 the younger which acquired the prindpallty 
of Achaia mei^ged in the houfe of Savoy (Ducange» p. a35-^»45-)' 

^' This office was held by his father and his defcendants/ but Du- 
cange has not hunted it with his ufual iagacity. -I find that in the 
year 13569 it was in the family of Conflans ; but thefe provincial^ 
have been long lince edipfed by the national^ marfhals of France. 

^' This language^ of which I ihall produce fome fpecimens* is ex- 
plained by Vigenere and Ducange in a verfion and gloflary. The pro- 
fident Oes Brofles (Mechanifme des Languesy torn. it. p. %$•)» g^^^ >^ 
as the example of a language which has ceafed to be Frendi^ and is 
underfioqd only by grammarians* 

^ His age and his own expreffion> moi qui celie oeuvre diffa(^°S%% 
iuu)i may juftify the fufpicion (more probable than Mr. Wood's on 
Homer)» that he could neither read nor write. Yet Champagne may 
boaft of the two firft hiiioriansy the noble authors ^f French profe^ Vill&- 
hardouin and Jomville. 

^ The crufade and reigns of the courts of Flanders, Baldwin and 
his brother Henry, are the fubjeA of a particular hiftory by the Jefuit 
Poutremens(Conftantinopolis Belgica; Tumaci, 16389 in 4to.> which 
I have only feen with the eyes of Ducange. 

was 
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was almoft ruined by famine and civil war. But chap. 

" T Y 

jthe fate of fo many royal armies dilplayed the ^^ *^ 
toils and perils of a land expedition ; aiid, if the 
Flemings dwelt along the ocean, the French 
barons were deilitute of fhips and ignorant of 
of navigation. They embraced the wife refo- 
lution of chufing fix deputies or reprefentatives^ 
of whom Villehardouin was one, with a difcre- 
tionary truil to dire6l the motions, and to pledge 
the faith, of the whole confederacy. The ma* 
ritime ilates of Italy were alone poiTefled of the 
means of traniporting the holy warriors with 
their arms and horfes ; and' the fix deputies pro- 
ceeded to Venice to folicit, on motives of piety 
or interefl:, the aid of that powerful republic. 

In the invafion of Italy by Attila, I have men- state of 
tioned ^* the flight of the Venetians from the the Vene- 
fallen cities of the continent, and their obfcure ***^d. 
ihelter in the chain of iflands that line the 697— 
extremity of the Adriatic gulf. In the midfl of '*^^ 
the waters, free, indigent, laborious, and inac- 
ceffible, they gradually coalefced into a repub- 
lic : the firft foundations of Venice were laid in 
the ifland of Rialto ; and the annual ele3;ion ^f 
the twelve tribunes was fuperceded by the per- 
manent office of a duke or doge. On the verge 
of the two empires, the Venetians exult in the 
belief of primitive and perpetual independence ^^ 

Againft 

^* Hlftory^ &c. vol. vi. p. i%6 — 129. 

^ The foundation and independence of Venice> and Pepin's in- 
Tafion> are difcufled by Pagi (Critica, tom.iii. A.O. 8109 N''4, &c.) 
and Beretti (Dlflert. Chorograph. Italiae medii Mvi^ in Mu* 
i^tori. Script, torn. x» p. I55«}* Th« two critics have a flight 
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Againft the Latins, their antique freedom has 
been aflerted by the fword, and may be jiifl^ 
tified by the pen. Charlemagne himfelf refigned 
all claim of fovereignty to the iflands of the 
Adriatic gulph ; his fon Pepin was repulfed in 
the attacks of the lagunas or canals, too deep 
for the cavalry, and too (hallow for the veffels ; 
and in every age, under the -German Caefars, the 
lands of the republic have been clearly diftin- 
guiflied from the kingdom of Italy. But the in- 
habitants of Venice were confidered by them- 
felves, by ftrangers, and by their fovereigns, as 
an inalienable portion of the Greek empire ^^; in 
the ninth and tenth centuries, the proofs of their 
fubje6tion are numerous and unqueftionable y 
and the vain titles, the fervile honours, of the 
Byzantine court, fo arabitioufly folicited by their 
dukes, would have degraded the magiflrates of 
a free people. But the bands of this dependance, 
which was never abfolute or rigid, were imper- 
ceptibly relaxed by the ambition of Venice and 
the weaknefs of Conft^ntinople. Obedience was 
foftened into refpe<Sl, privilege ripened into pre- 
rogative, and the freedom of domeflic govern- 

biasy the Frenchman adverfe^ the Italian favourable to the re«* 
public. 

^^ VHien the fon of Charlemagne aflerted his right of fovereignty,. 
he was anfwered by the loyal Venetians, ot» ti/Ast; ^aXoi dcXo/xey »>«* rv 
TufjMiut fiaaikwi (Conilantin. Pofphyrogenit< de Adminiitrat. Impe-^ 
rii, pars ii. c. 28. p. 85.) ; and the report of the ixth» efiabliihes the 
fa(£l of the xth century, which is confirmed by the embaily of Liut- 
prand of Cremona. The annual tribute, which the Emperor allows' 
them to pay to the King of Italy, . alleviates, by doubling their fervi- 
tude ; but the hateful word ^^01 mufi be tranflated, as in the charter, 
of 827 (Laugier, Hift. de Venice, torn. i. p. 67, &c.j^ by the fofter ap- 
pellation oi/ubditiy Qvjideles* 

ment 
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teent was fortified by the independence of fo- c h A P. 
reign dominion. The maritime cities of Iftria ^^J^ 
and Dalmatia bowed to the fovereigns of the 
Adriatic; and when they armed agairift the 
Normans in the caufe of Alexius, the Emperor 
apph'ed, not to the duty of his fubje6ls, but to 
the gratitude and generofity of his faithful 
allies. The fea was their patrimony ^* : the 
Weftem parts of tlie Mediterranean, from Tuf- 
cany to Gibraltar, were indeed abandoned to 
their rivals of Pifa and Genoa ; but the Vene- 
tians acquired an ^arly and lucrative ihare of 
the commerce of Greece and Egypt. Their 
riches increafed with the increafing demand of 
Europe : their manufactures of filk and glafs, 
perhiaps the inilitution of their bank, are of high 
antiquity ; and they enjoyed the fruits of their 
induftry in the magnificence of public and pri- 
vate life. To aflert her flag, to avenge her in- 
juries, to protect the freedom of navigation, the 
republic could launch and man a fleet of an 
hundred gallies ; and the Greeks, the Saracens, 
and the Normans, were encountered by her 
naval arms. The Franks of Syria were aflifted 
by the Venetians in the redu6lion of the fea- 
coaft y but their zeal was neither blind nor dif- 
interefl^ed; and in the conqueft of Tyre, they 
feared the fovereignty of a city, the firfl; feat of 

3* gee the xxvth and xxxth diirertailons of the Antiquftates medii 
JEvi of MuratorL From Anderfon's Hiftory of Commercey I under- 
hand that the Venetians did not trade to England before the year X3%$> 
The moft flourii)ihig[ flate of their wealth and commerce in the begin« 
ning dp the xvth centiuy* is agreeably defcribed by the Abbe Dubos 
(Hift, de la Ligttt de Cambriiyy tom.iL p. 443-*4So«}. 

VOL, XI. o he 
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c H A f^. tl>e commerce of l3ie world. The policy ©f 



^ Venice M^as marked by the avarice of a traidsD^, 



and the infolence of a maritinie, power ; yet her 
ambition was prudent ; nor did fee often foi^et 
that if armed gallies were the eSeSt and life- 
guard, merchant veflels were the caiafe and fup- 
ply, of lier greatnefe. In her religion fhe avoided 
the fchifm of the Greeks, without yielding a fer- 
viie obedience to the E/oftian pontHF; and a free 
iotercourfe witli the iiifidels of every cUitie ap* 
pears to have aHayed betimes the fever of fuper- 
iUtiom Her primitive governmebt was a loofe 
mixture of democracy and monarchy : the doge 
was ele6ted by the vdtes of l3ie general sflfembly ; 
as long as he was popula^r and fiaccefsfbl, he 
reigned with the pomp and authority of a pruice ; 
but in the frequent revolutions of the Aate, he 
was depofed, or baniihed, orflain, by the jufticc 
or injuilice of the multitude. The twelfth cen- 
tury produced the firft rudiments of the wife 
. and jealous ariilocracy, which has reduced th» 
doge to a pageant, and the people to a 
cypher 3'. 
Alliance of When the fix ambafladors of the French pil- 
«id^ene- S^^^^ arrived at Venice, they were hoi^itably en- 
tiaw, tertained in the palace of St. Mark, by the reign- 



'9 The Venetians have been flow in writing and pfublHhing their hK» 
lory. Their muft ancient monuments are> i. The rude Chromd# 
(perhaps) of John Sagominus (VeneMa,,i765, in o^avo), which repre- 
fents the Hate and* manners of Venice in the year ioo8« a. The 
krger hiilory of the doge (1342 — 1354-) Andrew Dandolo, publiihed 
for the firft time m the xiith tom. of Muratori, A.D. 1728. The Hit 
tory of Venice by the Abbe Laugier (Paris, 1728), is a work of feme 
merit) -which I have cliieSy ufed for the conAitutional part. 

* ^ - .: ' ins: 
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ingduke: hiis natrie was Henry Dandolo*° j and c H A.P. 
hiB ffiohe in the laft period of human life as one \ /^^^ 
of the moft illuftrious chara6iers ol* the times. A.D,xaox, 
Under the weight of yestrs, ikrid after tfie I06 of 
hii^ eyes^', Dandblo retained i found uiideriRihd- 
injg And a manly courage j the Ipirit of dn hero^ 
ambitious to fighalize his reign by Ibme memo- 
rable ek|iloits j and the wifdom of a patriot, 
aiixioui to build his fame oh the glory and std- 
v^njiii'ge of* his country. He praifed the bold 
enthufiafm and liberal cotifidehce of the b^ronS 
arid their deputies ; in fuch a cdufe, and witti 
fiibh dflbcidtfes, hfe Ihould afpire, were he ^ pK^ 
yate man, to teiininate his life ; biit he wa^ thie 
feirdfat of the republic^ and fonie delay wJis r^» 
quifitfe to confult^ on this ardiious buflnels, thd 
jiid^^thbrit of his colleagues. The jpropofal ot 
the French was firfl debated by thte Mj&gi^ 
tt'ho had teen recently appointed td coiitrodl 
the adminiftratioh of the doge : it was next dif- 
clbfed to the foity members of the council of 
ftatej and finally communicated t0 the legif- 

4° tltnty Dinddlo was eighty-four at his ele<5tion (A. D. zi9»)» i^d 
silnky-rereliltlus4eflth(A.D.i205:> Se^ the ObfemtidnsofDA* 
cange fur Tillehardouln, N' ao4. Bat thk extrMrdinaty Idtgsvh^ 
18 not obferyed by the original wntersy iior does there eziit another, 
e^cample 6f ah hen> n6ih sin hundred yeart 6f age. Theophfafhis 
ixight afford an inilance ,of i, writer of ninety-nine ; but iidijSiiid ^f 
fyyeytixovra (Procem. id Chandler A I am much inplined to reaj 
ifih>JAnKwr^ with hiS laft editor Fifcher, and tH* fcft thoiigte b? Cl^ 
ikubpn. It is f^upc^ly poflSil)!^ that the powers of the mind ahd b^ 
ihould fu]^port themfelves till fuch a period of life. ^ ^ 

^' The me>d6m Venetians (Latigieh toih.iL p. 119.) accuie die fem^ 
MTor Manuel ; but the calumny is refuted by ViUehjudouin and the old 
imittim ^ho f&fif^ ask I^lii^ld hft hii ^hi ^f S ^o^j^d iH' $4* 
andDucange)^ ^ 

o a latjive 
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CHAP, lative aflembly of four hundred and fifty rq^rc- 
^^ , fentatives, who were annually chofen in the fix 
quarters of the city. In peace arid war, the 
dog£ was fliill the chief of the republic ; his 
legal authority was fupported by the perfbnal 
reputation of Dandolo.; his arguments of public 
interefl were balanced and approved; and he 
was authorifed to inform the ambafladors of the 
following conditions of the treaty*** It was 
propofed that the cmfaders fliould affemble at 
Venice an the feafl: of St. John of the enfuing 
year : that flat-bottomed veffels fliould be pre- 
pared for four thoufand five hundred horfes, and 
nine thoufand fquires, with a number of {hips 
fufficient for the embarkation of four thoufand 
five hundred knights, and twenty thoufand foot :? 
4hat during a term of nine months they fliould 
be fupplied with provifions, and tranfported to 
whatever poaft the fervice of God and Chrifl;en- 
dom fliould require ; and that the republic 
fliould join the armament with a fquadron of 
fifty gallies. It was required, that the pilgrims 
fliould pay, before their departure, a fum of 
eighty-five thoufand marks of filver j and that 
all conquefl:s, by fea and land, fliould be 
6qually divided between the confederates. 
The terms were hard ; but the emergency was 
prefling, and the French barons were not lefs 
profufe of money than of blood, A general 
aflembly was convened to ratify the treaty j the 
fl;ately chapeland place of St. Mark were filled 

^ ^' See the^rigmai treaty ia the Clu:9iUQle oC ikndiew Oanddo, 

. with 
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with ten thoufand citizens; and the noWe ^€?-*c h a pf 
puties were taught a new leffon of humbling* LX. 
themfelves before the majefty of the people. 
** Illuftrious Venetians," faid the marfhal of 
Champagne, " we are lent by the greateft and 
** moft powerful barons of France, to implore- 
** the aid of the maAers of the fea, fqr the deli-^ 
** verance of Jerufalem. Tliey have enjoined us *^ 
" to fall proftrate at your feet; nor will we rife- 
** from the ground, till you have promifed to 
^* avenge with us the injuries of Chrift." The 
eloquence of their words and tears *V their martial 
alpe^l,' and' fiippliant attitude, were applauded^ 
by an univerfal ftiout; as it wercj fays Jeffrey,' 
by the found of an earthquake. The venerabfe- 
doge afcended the pulpit to urge their f equeff^ 
by thofe motives of honour and virtute, which 
alone can be offered to a popular affetnbly ; the' 
treaty was tranfcribed on parchment, attefted* 
with oaths and* feals, mutudly- accepted by the-* 
weeping: and joyfut reprefe«tatives of France- 
»nd Venice; and difpatch^d* to Rome- for the' 
approbation of Pope Innocent the third. Two 
thoufand marks were borrowed, of the mer-^ 
chants for the ftrft expetice^ of the armia* 
iliettt. Of the fix deputies, two -repafled the- 
Alps to announce their fuccels, while their- 
foiir companioni3\ made a frtiitlels trial of the 

f^ A reader of Villehardouln muft obierve the frequent tears of the 
marlhal and his brother knights. Sachiez que la ot mainte lerme plorce. 
de pitleCN^z;^)! mult pk>itant(ibi4*); tx^dbte Jerfn^k j^lor^e (N' 34*) s 
li orent mult pitie et plorecent miilt duTQment (N^ 60^ $ i «c m^te* 
krme ploree de pitie (Nf %o%^ TIm^ weep oa %m^; occafippjof 
8Fef,j|py, or devotion.. *v 

o 3, zeal 
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CHAP, ze^ and emulatioa of the republics of Gefloa 

Affembiy The execution of the treaty was Hill oppoied by 
^^ ^^' ^^f^^^f®^^ difficulties and delays. The marflial, 
cnifade ou his letum to Tioycs, was embraced and ap^ 
^ Ve- proved by Thibaut Count of Champagne, wha 
"*T»o». ^^ ^^^ unanimoufty chofen g^u^eralof the con* 
P^ »• federates. But the health of that; valiant youth 
already declined, and foon became hopelefsj and 
b^ djeplored the untimely fate, ¥fhich condemned 
hitd to expire, not in a fii^ld of! battle, but on a 
b?c^ of ficJj^nefs. To ^i^ brave and numerous ya;t 
fals^ the dying prince diftributed his treafur^ i 
th;ey fwore in his p;:ej^pce to ac^o^pl^iih hii$ yo^. 
sudd th^ir own ; but fome t^^re ly^re, fays th^ 
mariha^ who a^cep^d hiS; gifts and forfeited 
th^ir vqrd, Th^t morjp rf loluJt? ^hampionaipj^the 
orofs held a parliamei^t a1^ Spoons for the qlec' 
tion pf a new g^ei^er^, but fuch^ was tbe iia^apa- 
dty, cur jegloi^^o^j relufls^nce, of t^he prin^cis ol* 
Franoe^ tb^t ^p^e coul4 \fe fpu|»<^ hgit)^ able andf 
willing to ajljaime t^^ ^9]|idji?j6t of the enterprifer 
T|lji,ey acqu?jefce4;ip the.chpiee. <jf % ftf^ng^f^ ^^ 
!Bpniface Marquis of IR^pntferr^t, df^cendedo^ a, 
ri^ce of l).^ro^Sy ^dhiix^iplf o|'confpicppusi.faiQp. 
in tiie wars^nd^l;v§gpti^^tipnSiOJFlthft ijii^ i|<;^: 
CQulfl tjje. piety or. ambitipB of tftj?,lj;^i^« chief, 
dechijg thi?ih(^PBrftMeiin.yj[fettioeK Jj^yf^ting. 
the French court, where he was received as a 



*♦ Bya ^ory (A. D". 1191.) ovttr tlic eidzens of Mi, bjacrofade 
toPalSftke, and by in embaiiy frmii tb6P<^ to the German princ€9 
(Munftbri) AniUilx D^ItalU^ to^lQ. su p. KjSs* aoi.). 

friend 
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Mend and kinfiaan^ tbe marquis, in the church c H A p. 
of Soiflq^Sy y^as invefted witli the crofi of a pil- 
grim and the flaffc^ a general > and immediately 
rep^ifled tlie Alps,,t(> prepare for the diftsnt ex* 
peditioo of the EafL About the feftival of the: 
Pentecofl he difplayed. his^ bannei', and marched 
towards Venice, at the liead of the Italians : h^ 
vfjais preceded or followed by tlie Counts of Flan- 
ders and BioiSj. and the mod relpe6£able barons, 
of France j and thieir numbers wene (welled by 
the pilgr^m^- of Germany ^S. whpfe objpfl; apd 
motives were fimilar to their own. The Vene^ ' 
tians had fulfilled, and even furpafled, their en- 
gjagememts: ilables were cbnftrufted for the 
borfes, and faaxracka for tlie troops ^ the maga* 
zine» were abundantly r^epleniftied . with, fojrage . 
and provlfiotts ^ and the fleet of tranfporj^, fhip^ 
andg£dlie8,.wasceady to hoiflfail, aa foon as the 
r^pi;^blie hadaeceived the price of thefreight and 
artpament^ B^tf that prjice far ex^ceededthewealtb 
of the cru^isrs who were afTembled at Venicebv 
'I^h^ £l^ipaing9^ whofe obedience to their Count v 
vias^vQluntary and precarious^ liad embarked iar 
their vefTels for the long navigation of the ocean 
and M^ediierraneap ; axi^d ip^ny of t|^, Freneh 
and Italians had pr^rred- a cheaper and moi^; 
caiAveni^t pailag§ from MarfeiUes and, Apulia i 
to* the H^>ly Land^ Ekeb pilgrim rm^ni eam^[ 



^' See the crulkde of the Germans in the Hiftoria C. R of Gontiier 
(Canifii Antiq. Ledt. torn. iv. p. v — yiuJ), who celebrates the pil^riniage 
of his abbot Martm^ oiie of the preaching rivals of Fulk of>NeuiUy» 
His moni&etYf of the Cifterciamorcleri was^-ikuate in the diecefe of 
Bafil. 

91 4 plaiuj^ 
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CHAP plain, that after he had fufmlhed his own coq^ 
^ ^^* ^ tribution, he was made refponfible for the defi- 
ciency of his abfent brethren : the gold and filver 
4 plate of the chiefs, which they freely delivered 
to the treafury of St. Mark, -was a generous but ' 
inadequate facrifice ; and after all their eflTorts, 
thirty-four thoufand marks were ftill wanting to 
complete the ftipulated fum. The obftacle was 
removed by the policy and patriotifm of the doge, ' 
who propofed to the barons, that if they would 
join their arms in reducing fome revolted cities 
of Dalmatia, he would expofe his perfon in the 
holy war, and obtain from the republic a long 
indulgence, till fome wealthy conquell ftiould 
. afford the means of fatisf)dng the debt. After 
much fcruple and hefitation, they chofe rather 
to accept the offer than to relinquifh the enter- 
prife ; and the firft hoftilities of the fleet and 
Siege of army were dire6led againft Zbxsl^^j a ftrong city 
Nov?io. ^^ ^^® Sclavonian coaft, which had renounced its 
allegiance to Venice, and implored the protec- 
tion of the King of Hungary *^ The crufaders 

burft the chain of boom of the harbour j landed 

*■ 

^ Jadent) now Zara, was a Roman colony^ which acknowledged Ao- 
goAus for its parent* It is now only two miles rounds and contains five . 
or (ix thouiand inhaf)itants ; but the fortiiicadons are ftrong, and it is 
joined to the main land by a bridge. See the travels of the two com* 
panions^ Spoil and Wheeler (Voyage de pabniitiey de Grece^ &:c. tom*u 
p. 64 — 70. Journey into Greece^ p. 8 — 14.) j the laft of whom, by 
mifiaking Seftert{a for SefteftiU values an arch with ftataes and columns 
at twelve poundsy . If> m his dme, there were no trees near Zarat the 
cherry-trees were not yet planted which produce oiir incomparable 
nyirafquin*, 

^"^ Katona (Hiit. Critica Reg* Hungariae) Stirpis Arpad. tom. iv* 
P..536 — 558.) collets all the fa^s and teftimonies moft adyerfe to 
th^ qQnqucrors of Zara. 

16 . their 
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their horfes, troops, and military engiiles ; and c H A Ip. 
compelled the inhabitants, after a defence of ^^' 
five days, to furrend^r at difcretion : their lives 
were fpared, but the revolt was punilbed' by the 
pillage of their hoirfes and the demolition of 
their walls. The feafon was far advanced ; the 
French and Venetians refolved to pafs the win- 
ter in a fecure harbour and plentiful country • 
but their repofe was diflurbed by national and 
tumultuous\ quarrels of the foldiers and mari- 
ners. The con quell of Zara had fcattered the 
feeds of difcord and fcandal; the arms of the 
ailies had been ilained in their outfet with the 
blood, not of infidels, but of Chriftians : the 
King of Hungary and his new fubje6ls w^re 
themfelves enlifl;ed under the banner of the 
crofs ; and. the fcruples of the devout, were 
magnified by the fear or laffitude of the reluc- 
tant, pilgrims. The Pope had excommunicated 
the falfe cru&ders who had pillaged and mafiTa- 
cred, their brethren'*', and only the Marquis 
Boniface and Simon of Montfort efcaped thefe 
fpiritual thunders ; the one by his abfence from 
the fiege, the other by his final departure from 
the camp. Innocent might abfolve the iSmple 
and fubmiflive penitents of France ; but he was 
provoked by the ftubborn reafon of the Vene- 
tians, who refufed to confefs their guilt, to ac- 
cept their pardon, or to allow, in their temporal 
cpncerns,, the interpofitibn of a priefl;. 

^ See the wkole tranlaftioxij and the fcntiments of tke Pop6> in the 
EpHties of Innocent UL Gefia^ c. S69 87, 38. 

The 
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c H A P.. The aflenaWy of fuch formidabte powers By 
^^^ , . fea and land, had revived the hopes ofl young/* 
Aiiiajicc of Alexius ; and, both at Venice and Zara^ he fo-^ 

d»s^^h ^i*^^*?^ ^'^ ^^^^ ^ *^^ cri&decs, for his own 
the Greek reftoratioii and his: father^s ^"^ deliveranee* The 
prince, the y^y^i youth was recoDQfmended by PhUip King 
Aiexiu9. of Germany : his prayers, aod pre&noe excited 
the compafiion of the camp; and hisi csuife was', 
unbraced and pleaded by the Maripis of Mont- 
ferrat and the Doge of Yenice. A douy e aHi* 
ance, and the dignity of Casfar, had conne^fced: 
\vith the Imperial family the twa elder brotfaers^ 
of Boniface^': be expe6ted to derive a iingdma 
from the important fervice; and the motre gene- 
rous ambition of Dandolo»was eager t]afecure the 
ineljtimable benefits of trade andldomtmctti that 
might accrue to his country ^^ TheiiD in^uence 
procured a favourable audience ibr theiambs^b* 



^7 A modern reader is fnrpfrifed to hear of the '^let de Conftrnttdoi^ey 
as ap^d to yowig Al^:fp^, on account o&^jqiia^t lj|^ thjp infemts ^ 
of Spaip^ and the n^biliffimus puer oithe Romans. Thf pages zxA^alet^ 
of the Tcnights lywe as noble as themfelves (VBlehardouin and Docange^ 

*• The Emperor Ifajic is ftylf d.by ViUehardouin, S^r^fyc (N'35, &c.>, 
\<4iich may be derived from the French Sirct or the Greek K*;p (xwpwj) 
xnellsqci; inJto. tiS; pfqpsrnameo;. thei&if^her .coemptions ofl?ariac «nd 
Cpnrera9 \fiU iii^^l U3,\^jia)^lifqice. may hav^b^^H; o^.d.in,the old 
dynafties of Aflyria' and Egypt. 

*' Rfiaiecaad Conradvi theiotadff.nuuxidd Mana^ daughter, of tfas 
Eipp^ror Ma^i^ Coippo^fms ; t^•lattfr.\^as^th!&Iml^nd,oif' Theodora., 
Angela^ fifter of the Emperors I(aac and Alexius. . Cbnra4 ab^doned 
the . Greek court^and^pnticfTs for t^e^gloiy of * defimdii^ lynvagainft 
Saladm (Ducan|;^» Fam. 3yz^f p. iS?. ^h'h 

'' Nicetas (in Alexio Coiimeno. Liii. c. 9.) accufes the doge and 
Venetians at the firft authors of the war agabft Conftantinople^ and 
CQuTiders. only , as, a. wfM Cvt^jWpmh ^ aurrin^ajl. fn^i ilMis^ul ofitrt 
of the royal exile. 

dors 
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dors of Alexius ; and if tim xxuignitude of his. c h A K 
offers, excited feme fufpicioH) the motivea aod , ^ 
rewards which he difplayed might jufltfy the 
delay and diverfion of tho& forces which had 
been confecrated to the deUv6rance of Jeruialein. 
He promi&d, in his own and his father's name^ 
that as foon as they fliould be feated; on tbei 
throne of Conftantincqile, they would termuiate. 
the long ichifm of the Greeks^ and fiibmit then)f 
felves and ^heir people, to the. lawftil iopiieiuaqy: 
of the Bjoxnifh cbfirch* He engaged t0 xecom^. 
penfe the laboiurs; and; ixnerita of the crul^^psi 
by theimin^diate payment of two hundred thou^ 
fand marka of fibrari} to. aroompany them im 
periba to £gypt; oo, if it ihduld: be judged 
more advantageous ta maintain^ during a year^ 
ten thou&Qd men^ anx]^ during his Ifl£e, five hun# 
dcedLknightis^ for the &rvice of tke Holy^Land^ 
Tfaele tempting conditions wese. acbepted byi 
the republic of Venice^ and the eloquesce ofi 
the doge amLmacquis. perfoaded tbe.Cbunt& ofi 
Eiand^rs^ Bipi^ and^ St. Pol, witk eight baron& 
of ^Fcance^ ito join, in the glorious enterprife. A 
treaty of . oifenfive. and defenfive alKaace^ was^ 
tonfirmedi by> their oa<^ and/£bals; and. eadL 
individual,, accor^ng. to his fitua^on an4 <^ha» 
radfaer^ wa& fwayed by the hc^ ofptiblie on piiv 
vate advantage ; by the i|onour of reftonnglaia« 
exiled monarch; or.by the fincere apfbprobabhi' 
opinion, that their efforts in Paleftine, would be 
fruitlefs and unavailing, and that thp acquifition 
X)f Co^ftantinople, muft pr^c^e^BApre]^}^ th^i 
recovery of Jerufalem. But they were the chiefs^ 
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c H A P. OT equals of a valiant band of freemen and volun- 
t^_ , teers, who thought and a6):ed for themfelves: the 
foldiers and clei^y were divided ; and, if a large 
majority Yubfcribed to the alliance, the numbers 
and argufments of the diffi dents Were ilrong and 
refpe6i;able^^ The boldeft hearts were appalled 
by thereport of the naval pofwerand impregnable 
ftrength of Conftantinople ; and their apprehen- 
fions were dilguifed to the world, and perhaps to 
themfelves, by the more decent^ objefilions of 
religion and daity. They alleged the fanStity of 
a vow, which had drawn them from their families 
and homes to the refcUe q£ the holy fepulchire ; 
nor :fliould the daiic aitd crooked councils' of 
human policy divert thiera from a purfiiitj the 
event of which was in the hands of the 'Almighty. 
Thdr firft c^ace^ the attack of Zark, had Been 
feverely punifeed by the reproach of their con- 
fcience and tiie cenfures of the Pope; ncM? would 
they again imbrue their hands in. the blood of 
their fellow-chriilians. Tlie tipollle of Rome 
had pronounced ; nor would thisy ufurp the 
right of avenging with the iword the fchifin. of the 
Greeks and the doubtful lifurpation of the Byzan- 
tine monarch. Oh the& principles or pretences, 
many pi]grimis, the mod diftinguifhed^for their 
valQur and piety, withdrew |com the bamp ; and 
t^eir rietreat was leis perdicipnsrthan the open^ 
or fecret oppofition of a difcontented party, that 

'^ VlU^ardouin and Gundiur repr«fent the fentiments of the two 
parties. The abbot Martin left the army at Zara, proceeded tm 
Paleftine, was fcnt ambaflador to Conftantinople, and became a re- 
ln^Shnt wttaeis of the fecond fiege. 

laboured,. 
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laboured, on every occafion, to feparate the army char, 
and difappoint the enterprife* , ^^' 

Notwithftanding this defection, the departure Voyage 
of the fleet and army was vigoroufly prelTed by ^^^ Za« 
the Venetians ; whofe zeal for the fervice of the ^opie, 
royal youth concealed a juft refentment to his A.D.i»o3t 
nation and family. They were mortified by the j^ 
recent preference which had been given to Pifa, 
the rival of their trade ; they had a long arrear 
of debt and injury to liquidate with the Byzan- 
tine court ; and Dandolo might not difcourage 
the popular tale, that he had been deprived of 
his eyes by the Emperor Manuel, who perfi* - 
dioufly violated the fanfitity of an ambafladon 
A fimilar armament, for ages, had not rode the 
Adriatic j it was compofed of one hundred and 
twenty flat-bottomed veflels or palanders for the 
.horfes ; two hundred and forty tranfports filled 
with men and arms; feventy fl:orelhips laden 
with provifions ; and fifty fl:out gallies, well pre- 
pared for the encounter of an enemy ^\ While 
the wind was favourable, the Iky ferene, and the 
water fmooth, every eye was fixed with wonder 
and delight on the fcene of military and naval 
pomp which overipread the fea. The Ihields of 
the knights and fquires, at once an ornament 
and a defence, were arranged on either fide of 
the fliips; the banners of the nations and 

^ The birth and dignity of Andrew Dandolo gave liim the motive 
and the means of fearching in the archives of Venice the memorable 
fiory of his anceftor. His brevity feems to apcufe the copious and 
more recent narratives of Sanudo (in Muratori. Script. Rerum Itali- 
•arumi torn. zxii«]> Blondusi Sabellicus^ and Rhamnuiius. 

families 




2o6 THfe DECLINE AkD FALL 

families w^aiQdayedfrom the ftertt j ouriiiodern 
artillery was fupplied by three hundred engines 
for caRiiig ftones and dartis: the fktigues of the 
way were cheered with the found of mufic ; and 
the Q)irits of the advienturers were railed by the 
mutdal affurarice^ thdt forty thoufiind Chriftian 
heroeli were equal to the conqueft of the world "• 
In lh6 navigation ** from Venice and Zara, the 
fleet Waii fuccefsfully fleered by thie Ikill and ex- 
perience of the Venetian pilots j at Durazzo, 
the feotifederates firft landed on the territories 
<)f the Greek empire : the ifle of Corfu af- 
forded a flation atid repofe ; they doubled with- 
out accident the perilous cape of Malea, the 
fouthern point of Pelopdhneftis or the Mbrea ; 
made a defcent in the iilands of Negtopont and 
Andros; iand cafl anchor at Abydus on the 
Aflatic fide of the Hellefpont Thefe preludes 
of fconquell were eslfy ahdbloodlefs; the Greeks 
of the provinces^ withoiit patriotiftn or cburage, 
were crulhed by an irtefiftible force; the pre- 
fence of the lawful heir might juftify their obe- 
dience ; and it was rewarded by the liiodefty 
and difcipline of the Latins. As they Jienetrated 
through the Hellelpont, the magnitude bf their 
iiavy was coinpreffed in a iiarfow channel j atid 



" Vaiehardouin, N® 6a. His feelings and exprefiiohs are original ; 
he often weeps, but he rejoices in the glories and perils of war with a 
l|iiHt unkii o wn to a fedkiitar^ writer. 

<< If! dns ^jz^h aQmbft all M g^ogfaj^hical d^xtes ire toMj^ 
b^ the Latins; The modern ippfeUation of Chalcis^ ahd ^1 fioBceai !* 
derite* fitnh Its Butipusy Eifripa Ne^-Uy Negropimt, wlflcB dlP 
honours our ihaps (B^ilitrffl^ Gedgrd|]lhlife Ancienilei wiai i p; ^5 j.> 

i? the 
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tire face <rf the wateiis was darkened with innu- chap, 
merable fails. Tfeey again expanded in the b^fon ^^ 
of the PnopiontiS) and traverfed that placid fea^ 
tiD they a{^roached the Enropean (hore, at the 
abbey of St. Stephen, three leagues t6 the Weft 
of Conftantinople. The prtwlent dog6 diffuaded 
,them from difperfing thSmfeives in a populous 
and hoftile land ; and, as th^r ftock of provi*' 
fions was reduced, it was refolved j i*i the feafon 
of harveft, to replenifli their ftorefliips in the 
fertile iflands of the Propontis. With this tefo- 
lution, they dire6led their courfe ; but a ftrttng 
gale, and their own impatience, drove thetti to 
the eaftward ; and fo near did they ilin to th6 
Afore and the city, that feme voUies of ftbnes and 
darts were exchanged between the fliips aind the 
rampart* As they pafled aJ^g, they gazed with 
adma:atioii on the capitial of the Eaft, or^ as it 
ihouldfeem,.of the earth j rifing from her feVeti 
hills, and towering over the continents of Eu- 
rope and Afia. The fweUiHg domes and lofty 
fpires of five hundred palaces and churches Werft 
gilded by the fun and reflected in the waters ; 
the walls were crowded with foldiers and fpec* 
tatots, whofe numbers they beheld, of whdfe 
temper they were igttoitot } and eadh heart ^ai 
chilled by the refleaion, that, fince the begin- 
ning of the worldj, fufch an enterpriife hsbd never 
been undertaken by fach an handM of warHors^ 
But the momentary apprehenfion was diipelled 
by hope and valour; and every man, fays the 
mardial of Champagne, glanced his eye on the 
fword or lance which he muft fpeedily ufe in th6 

glorious 
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CHAP, glorious conflict ". The Latins call ancbor bc^ 
LX. fore Chalcedon ; the mariners only were left in 
^ ' the veflels ; the foldiers, horfes, and arms, were 
fafely landed ; and, in the luxury of an Imperii 
palace, the barons tailed the firil fruits of their 
fuccefs. On the third day, the fleet and army 
moved towards Scutari, the Afiatic fuburb of 
Conilantinople ; a detachment of five hundred 
Greek horfe was furprifed and defeated by four- 
fcore French knights ; and in a halt of nine days, 
the camp was plentifully fiipplied with forage and 
provifions. 
Fruidefs In relating the invafion of a great empire, it 
negocia- may feem ftraqge that I have not defcribed the 
Empww. obftacles which Ihould have checked the progrefe 
of the ftrangers. The Greeks, in truth, were an 
unwarlike people j but they were rich, Induftri- 
ous, and fubje6l to the will of a fingle man : had 
that man been capable of fear, when his enemies 
were at a diilance, or of courage, when they ap- 
proached his perfon. The firll rumour of his 
nephew^s alliance with the French and Venetians 
was defpifed by the ufurper Alexius; his flatterers 
perfuaded him, that in his contempt he was bold 
and fincere ; and each evening in the clofe of the 
banquet, he thrice difcomfited the Barbarians of 
the Weft. Thefe Barbarians had been juflly ter- 
rified by the report of his naval power ; and the 
fixteen hundred fifliing boats of Conftantinople^' 

could 

*^ Et fachiez que il ne ot fi hardi cuile cucr neiremift (c, 67.) • • • . 
Chafcuns regardoit fes armes • ^ . • que par terns en aront ineftrer 
(c. 6Z>y Such is the honefty of courage. ^ 

'" Eandem urbem plus in Tolls navibus pifcatonim abundare^ 

quam 
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Gould have manned a fleet, to fink them in the CHAP. 

T Y 

Adriatic, or flop their entrance in the mouth of 
the Hellelpont. But all force may be annihils^ted 
by the negligence of the prince and the venality 
of his miniflers. The great duke, or admiral, 
made a fcandalous, almoil a public, auction of the 
£dls, the mafts, and the rigging ; the royal forefls 
,were refervedfor the more important purpofe of 
the cbace; and the trees^ fays Nicetas, were 
guarded by the eunuchs, like the groves of reli- 
gious wo^fhip^^ From his dream of pride, 
Alexius was awakened by the fiege of Zara, and 
the rapid advances of the Latins; as fbon as he 
faw the danger was real, he thought it inevitable, 
and his vain prefumption was loft in abje6t del^ 
pondency and defpair. He fufFered thefe con- 
temptible Barbarians to pitch their camp in the 
fight of the palace ; and his apprehenfions were 
thinly difguifed by the pomp and menace of a 
fuppliant embafly. The fovereign of the Romans 
was aftoniflied (his ambafiadors were inftru6ted 
to fay) at the hoftile appearance of the ftrangers. 
If thefe pilgrims were fincere in their vow for 
the deliverance of Jerufalem, his voice muft ap- 
plaud, and his treafures 'fhould aiBft, their pious 
defign ; but fliould they dare to invade the fane- 
tuary of empire, their numbers, were they ten 
times more confiderable, fhould not protect them 
j&om his juft refentment. The anfwer of the 

quam illos in toto navigio* Habebat enim mille et fexcentas pifcatori^ 

naves Bellicas autiem five xnercatoiiaa habebant infixiitae mul* 

titudims et partum tutiffimum. Gunthuri Hift. C. P. c. 8. p. zo. 

fnn»m. ICcetas ia Alex. Conmenoy Uiil c.9.p.348. 

VQJi. XI. p doge 
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CHAP, doge and barons was fiitipld and magnaHimoos. 
^fri p " In the caufe of honour and juftice/*tb6y laid, 
** we defpife the nfurpdr of Greece, his threats, 
^< and his offers. Our friendfhip and his allegi*- 
" ance are due to the lawful heir, to the young 
*^ prince who is feated among U9, smd to his 
*^ father, the Emperor Ifaac, who has be^n dei- 
<* pHved of his foeptre, his freedoili, and bis eye§, 
** by the crime of an ungrateful brother. Let 
<^ thit brother confef^ bis guilty and implore for* 
^^ giveiiefs^ and weoiirfrives will intercede^ th^ 
^< he. may be pertnitted to live) iw affiuence and 
<^ ftciirity. But kt him not infolt ud by a fecoad 
<* md&ge: our reply will be made in arms, in 
^* the palace of Conftantinople/' 
tallage of On the tenth day of their encampment at 
^^^^ ' Scutari, the cru&defs prepared th^tofelves^ ad 
5vXj 6. foMiers vtA ^ catholics, for tiie pafia^ of the 
So^horus. Perilous indeed was the adventure f 
the ftream Was broad and rapid; in a calm the 
torrent of* the Eoi^ine miglit drive down the 
Ifquid and unextinguiibable ftrei^ (Df tiie Greeks % 
mtd tli« oppofite ibotes of Europe were d^eiided 
by fi^veti thoufand b^e and foot iti formidable 
«ray* Oft thk memorable day, vi^hich happefie4 
to be b**igbt Attd pleafatit^ the Ltttins were dl^fi-' 
UUfediftlh^ battles di*divifi(Hfe; th6? firfl, Or V*ft- 
giiafd, wa« ltd by th€? Coimt^fl^ndei^ii, one of 
iJie moll powerfbl of the Chf IftiM prittce« in tto© 
fldll and number of his crofs-bow. The four fuc- 
cellSve battles of the I^rencb were commaniied. 
by bis Wothei* Heiuy^ th* Gomrta of fi^i PeisnA 
;^ois^ and Matthew of HontmoreQQy;r!ib&ja(l of 

i r wb#m 
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whoih wte hinlaiired by the voluntary fervlce ©f c H A P* 
the ftiflirftial And nobles of Champaghe. Thfe ^^ 
fixth cKviBon^ the rearguard and refenre of the 
arttiy^ was cbndudled by the Mafqiiis of Mont* 
ferraty at the head of the Gefmans and Jjom* 
bards.. The chargers, faddled, with their long 
eaparifons dragging on the gt6iind, were em- 
barked in the flat pahnders^\ and the knights 
flood by the fide of their horfes, in complete 
armour, their helmets laced, and their lances ih 
their hands. Their numerous traiti ofjerjeatits^^ 
and archers occupied the tranfports; and ekdi 
tranljiort was towed by the ftretigth arid fwift-. 
ileft df a gkliey. The fix divifiofis traverfed th^ 
Bofphorin^y without encounteritig ah erTemy or 
an e4>ftac}e ; t6 land the fbfemdft wte the tdfli^ 
to conquer or die was the reftiution, of every 
divifion and of every foldier. Jealous of tW 
pre^-eminenee of danget, the kriights in their 
heavy armour IcJaped id to the fodj tt^heA.ifc rofe 
ds high £ts the}*' girdle j the ftrjemits alnd ifrcher^ 
were ahimated by their valour; And the fijinres, 
letting down the draw-b^idges of the palanders, 

^° From the Teffion of Vijfnere I adopt the weH-foundiDg word 
palaftder, which ia flill lifed, I believe,- in the Mediterranean. ,But^ 
had I written in French, I fhooTd have preferred the original and ex- 
prelEve denominations of ve^ers or hujjiersy from the buisy or door|. 
which was let down as a draw-bridge; but which,. at rea,jva9F clofec^^ 
into the fide of the fliip (fee Ducange au Villehardouin, K 14. and 
JMm«fte,' {). i7, iSf. mi; flii L6u^^f^> 

^' ^o avoid the vague expreftons' of foftoif ers, &c. I \xti^ dher 
Viu^iridumy ffi^ -^ord JerjeanU for all horTerhen who -^ere not 
Jcrfights. Tiief^ were feneahts .af Arms and ferjeants aT law ; and ff 
w^ viiit me parade and: W ellminfter-hafi, we may obterve the ftrahg^ 
T^ftiK of iii6 diiliAiftioti (bucarige, Grfeflar, Latin. Sir'vit'Ffhsi iV.^ 
tom.vi. p, 5ja6 — 23 ?. 

P 2 led 
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CHAP, led the horfes to the fliore. Before the fqua- 

T Y • 

^zr" J drons could mount, and form, and couch their 
lances, the feventy thoufand Greek s had vaniflied 
from their fight^ the timid Alexius gave the 
example to his troops ; and it was only by the 
plunder of his rich pavilions that the Latins 
were informed that they bad fought againil an 
emperor. In the firft conilernation of the flying' 
enemy, they refolved by a double attack to open 
the entrance of the harbour. The tower of 
Galata ", in the fuburb of Pera, was attacked 
and ftormed by the French, while the Vene- 
tians aflumed the more difficult talk of forcing 
the boom or chain that was ftretched from that 
tower to the Byzantine fliore. After fome 
fruitlefs attempts, their intrepid perfeverance 
prevailed: twenty (hips of war, the relics of the 
Grecian navy, were either funk or taken: the 
enormous and mafly .links of iron were cut 
aiiinder by the fhears, or broken by the weight, of 
the gallies ^^ j and the Venetian fleet, fafe and 
triumphant, rode at anchor in the port of Gon- 
ftantinople. By thefe daring atchievements, a 

^*lt is needlefs to bbfenre, that on the fubjeA of Galatst^ the chain* 
&c. Ducange is accurate and full Confult likewife the proper chap- 
ters of the C. P. Chriftiana of the fatne author. The inhabitants of 
Galata weaee fo vain and ignorant^ that they applied to themfelves 
St. Paul's Epiftle to the Galatians. 

^ The veflel that broke the chain was named the Eagle^ jiquiia 
(Dandol. Chronicon. p. 322.3^ which JBlondus (de Geftis Venet^) 
has changed into Aquilo the north-wind. Ducange* Obfervationt» 
N^'Sj. maintains the latter reading; but he had not feen the le- 
fpe^lable text of Dandolo^ nor did he enough confider the topo- 
: Sr^P^y of the harbour. The fouth-^aft would ]ut« been a more 
efie^ual wind. 

remnant 
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remnant of twenty thoufand Latins Elicited the c H A F* 
licence of befieging a capital which contained » _ __; 
above four hundred thoufand inhabitants ^% able, 
though not willing, to bear arms in the defence of 
their country. Such an account would indeed 
fuppofe a population of near twp millions ; but 
whatever abatement may be required in the 
numbers of the Greeks, the belief oi thofe num- 
bers will equally exalt the fea^lefs fpirit of their 
aflailants. 

In the choice of the attack, the French and:P"^fi«g« 
Venetians were divided by their habits of life and queft^' 
warfare. The former affirmed with truth, that.Conftanti- 
Conftantinople was moil acceffible on the fide of'^j^^ 
the fea and the harbour. The latter might aflTert July 7-18. 
with honour, that they h?td long enough trufted 
their lives and fortunes to a frail bark and a pre- 
carious element, and loudly demanded a trial of 
knighthood, a firm ground, and a clofe onfet, 
either on foot or horfeback. After a prudent 
compromife, of .employing the two nations by 
fea and land, in the fervice beft fuited to their 
character, the fleet covering the army, they both 
proceeded from the entrance to the extremity of 
the harbour; the flone bridge of the river was 
haflily repaired; and the fix battles of the French 
formed their encampment againft the front of the 

^ Quatre cens mil homes ou plus (Villehardouiny N' 134.), muft be 
undeifiood of men of a military age. Le Beau (Hift. du Bas Empire^ 
torn. XX. p. 41 7«) allows Conflantinople a million of inhabitants) of 
vhom 6o»ooo horfe) and an infinite number of foot £>ldiers» In its- 
I^eient decays the capital of the Ottoman empire may contain 40O9O00 
iK>ul8 (Bdl's Travels, voLii^ p. 40I9 40a.) I but as tiie Turks keep no 
regifters) and as drciuhibaces are falladous^ it is impoffible to aibep-' 
tain (Niebuhr, V6yage en Arable) torn. i. p. i^ 19.) the real popu^ 
IcmfiMils of th«r cities. 

p 3 capital. 
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CHAP, capital, the bafis of the tf iangle wfeiiok r-uRS dbQiit 
^^^ &UJ? miles from the pqrt to the Pre^wtis^^ On 
the e4ge of a broad ditch, at the foQt of a lolty 
riampart, they had leifure to contemplate the dif- 
fieulties of their enterprife. The gates to the right 
and left of their narrow oarop poured &>Fth fre- 
quent fallies of cavalry and hght-infaBtry, which 
out off their ftragglers, fwept the country of pro- 
vifions, founded the alarm five or fix times in the 
courfe of each day, and compelled them to plajit 
a palli£uie, and fink an eatrenchmeot, for their 
immediate Mety. In the fupplies and ccoivoys 
the Venetian&had been too faring, ox the Franks 
too voracious ; the ufual complainb^ of huiag^r 
and (barqity were heard, and perhaps £elt : their 
flock of flouF woifld be exhaufted in three weeka > 
and their difgufl of iak meat temfktied them ta 
faile the flefh of their hor&a. The trembling 
ufiirper was fupported by Theodore l^afcana, his 
fon-inJaw, a valiant youtli, who af^ired to fave 
apd to rule his country ; thq Greeks, regapdiefe 
of that country, were awakened to the defence of 
their religion ; but their firmefl hope was m the 
flrength and f^irit of the Varangian guards, of 
the I^nes and Englifh^ as they are named in the 
writers of the times^. After ten days inceflaat 

"5 On the moft correft plans of Conftantinople, I know not how 
to^ Tf\fs^^ more tlMI» 4^Q0 paf:e^ Y^t YiUehardpuin ooflf^put^s the 
{jf^9> at ibrf Q leagues (N^ 84«)« ^ ^^ ?ye$ were not d^celve^ he - 
nawft rwb«n ^y tt^e oH Q?Hic Ui^e pf 1500 p^ei^ wh^ch might fti4 
b^ uftfl in Ch*l^p5^gne. 

^^ Ti^ givir49t the Vi^awa 9ce fkylfid by ViUeh.*rdQuIn (N" a^y 
^Stt^y> M^gkk ft Dii9Xifi!if aye^ leurs t^cl^e?. IVhatey^f M4 ^P^ 
theic pxjgint 4* S'ln^Ach jfiifff'm m:^\di^t h^j^i^^pi in t^e natiox^a c$. 

< labour. 
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laJwur/tbe ground wsw levelled, th^ 4itclr Wk^9 c h A p, 
tbp WP^^^chi5* af the b^fiagers w^r? regiilariy , j^ 
iQA^e, an4 twp hundred ^nd fifty engines of 
aflTftttlt e)s?rcifed thgir v?,riou6 powers to cle^r th^ 
remp^rt) to baU?r the w^Jls, and to ^ap the foux^- 
d^ipQ3, Qa the iiril appearance of ^ br^achr 
the fcsdiog-Iadd^rs wer<^ applied : the QMipb^r^ 
tb^it defi^nded tb^ v^nti^gp-ground r^p^lfed and 
opprj^flbd the 3dventHr<?us J^tins j but th^y ^ 
i9[r«d the riplplution of fifteen koight? »nd Ifefr 
jwnt^, who bftd gained t^ Hfqent» and m^iPr 
tallied their p^rilousf ftatioi;i till tb^y wwe pregie. 
pitftted or made prifoner? by the ImperiaJ giivd«.. 
Oa t\n fide, erf* tb^ bttrboqr the MVftl ^ttacH w*» 
more fapoefs^iilly ppndufSled by the Ven^ti^n^ i 
wd that induftrioa^ people employed every ror 
fource that w^s l^npwn ^d pra^ii^ b^ori^ tb? 
invention of gunpowder- A doubly Hpe, three 
bow-lbots in front, w^s formed by the gallie^ f^pd 
ihips 5 ftjid the fwift mQthn of the former w** 
fupported by th^ weight md loftineft of tbp 
Ig^ltteF, whofe decki^, and poops, ^nd turriit, w^rft 
tbf^platfbrojP of military ^ngioiep, th^t difch^rged 
tbi^ir ibot oyer the beads pf tlie firft lipi^* Tba 
fpldier^, who teap^ from the g^Ui^s PP ihor?;i 
immediately pls^ntfd wd afqepd^d tbwr fcftlipgr 
ll^ders, while fch? larg^ fliips, advancing ipQW 
flpwly into tb^ intervals, and lowering * draw* 
bridge, opewed ^ wa^ tbppugb the *ir from their 
maftp tp the ramp4rt. In this midft pf the pop, 
ftiifit;, the dpgc, fi venerably ^nd cpnfpi?uow 
form* ftpod aloft i» cprnplete arinpur on tb^ 
prow of bis g^Upy. , Tk^ gr«fat 9^ndwd of 
p 4 St. Mark 
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CHAP. St.Mark was difplayed before him ; histhreats, 
^^* promifes, and exhortations, urged the dili- 
gence of the. rowers ; his veffel was the firft 
that ftruck ; and Dandolo was the firft war- 
rior on the fhore. The nations admired the 
magnanimity of the blind old man, without 
refle6ting that his age and infirmities diminiflied 
the price of life, and .enhanced the value of 
immortal glory. On a fudden, by an invifible 
hand (for the ftandard-bearer was probably 
flain), the banner of the republic was fixed 
on the rampart: twenty-five towers were ra- 
pidly occupied ; and, by the cruel expedient 
of fire, the Greeks were driven from the ad- 
jacent quarter. The doge had difpatched the 
intelligence of his fuccefs, when he was checked 
by the danger of his confederates. Nobly de- 
claring, that he would rather die with the pil- 
grims than gain a vi6lory by their deftruflion. 
Dandolo relinquiflied his advantage, recalled his 
troops, and haftened to the fcene of a6lion. He 
found the fix weary diminutive battles of the 
French encompafled by fixty fquadrons of the 
Greek * cavalry, the leaft of which was more 
numerous than the largeft of their divifions. 
Shame and defpair had provoked Alexius to the 
laft effort of a general laJly ; but he was awed 
by the firm order and manly afpe€t of the La- 
tins ; and," after fltirmifhing at a diftance, with- 
drew his troops in the clofe of the evening. 
The filence or tumult of the night exalperated 
his fears ; and the timid ufurper collecting a 
treafure of ten thoufand pounds of gold, bafely 

deferted 
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dererted his wife, his people, and his fortune ; chap. 
threw bithfelf into a bark, ftole through the Bof- , J'^ j 
phorus, and landed in fliameful fafety in an ob- 
fcure harbour of Thrace. As foon as they were ^ 
apprifed of his flight, the Greek nobles fought 
pardon and peace in the dungeon where the 
blind Ifaac expected each hour the vifit of the 
executioner. Again faved and exalted by the 
viciffitudes of fortune, the captive in his impe- 
rial robes was replaced on the throne, and fur- 
rounded with proftrate flaves, whofe real terror 
and affe6led joy he was incapable of difcerning. 
At the dawn of day hoftilities were fufpended ; 
and the Latiil chiefs were furprifed by a meflage' 
from the lawful and reigning emperor, who was 
impatient to embrace his fon, and to reward his 
generous deliverers *^ 

But thefe generous deliverers were unwilling to Refima. 
releafe their hdflage, till they had obtained from ^ ^ *^ 
his father the payment, or at lead the promife, of ifaac An- 
their recomperife. They chofe four ambafladors ^^ «»d 
Matthew of Montmorency, our hiftorian the mar;. Aieadus, 
fhal of Champagne, and two Venetians, to con- ^^y tm^ 
gratulate the Emperor. The gates were thrown 
open on their approach, the Afreets on both fides^ 
were lined with the battle-axes of the Daniih 
and Englifh guard ^ the prefence-chamber glit* 

^ For the firft (lege and conqueft of Conffamtmopley ve may read 
the ori^nal letter of the cniiaders to Innocent HI. Geftai c. 91. p, 535, 
534. Villehardouin) N 75— 99* Kicetas in Alexio Comnen. L iii. 
c. 10. p. 349*— 353- Dandolo, in Chron. p. $%%. , Giuither> and his 
abbot Martini were not yet returned from dieir obftinate pilgrimage 
at Jeru&lemf or St. John d'Acrey where the greateft part of the com- 
pany bad £ed of the pbgue. 

tered 
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tend with gQl4 and jewels, the falfe fiib^^tut^ 
of virtue and pQwer j by the fide of the Wind 
Kaac, his wife was %ted, the filler of thj^ Kiag 
(^ Hungary } and by her appepraqoe^ the qpble 
matrons of Greece were drawn from tbeif do- 
meilio retirement^ and viingled with the <^rde 
of fenators and foldiers. The X^atinf. ky Jth^ 
mouth of the marlhal) fpolm like men» P9i^- 
ous of th^ir merits, huf, who refpe^ed th« wwk 
of their own hands } and th» Eniperof ulearly 
underftood, that his fpn*^ engngement^ with Ve^ 
nice and the pilgriips muft he ratifled wfcthwit 
hefitation 0f delay. Withdrawing into a private 
chambCT with the emprels^ a cll^arob^^^aio• mi 
interpreter, and tlie fpqr aaibaflradars, l^e fa- 
ther of young Ale^iiu* enqyired with fome iw^ 
xiety into the nature of his ftipidatiaWf Thf 
fubmii&pa of the Eaftern empire to th© Pope, 
th« fucoour of the Holy Landp and a prefene 
contribution of two hundred Iboufend marks of 
fiiver-^^ Thefe conditions areweigfcty/' Wi» 
bis prudent reply } *' they are hard to ai«^p(;» 
« and difficult fco perform^ But no conditiooa 
« can exceed the meafure of ypwr fervic^ and 
*^ deferta,'* After this fatisfa^lory aflUranoe, tb« 
barons mounted on ht^feback, and intredue^ 
the hm of Conftantinc^le to tb^ city and pa* 
lace : his youth and marvellous adventures en- 
gaged every heiart tn hi^ favour, and Aiexina was 
fblemnly crowned with hi§ fatl^er in the d^me 
of St. S<iphia. In the firil days of kh reign» the 
people, already bleffed with the reffioration of 
plenty and peace, was delighted by the joyful 

2 cataftrophe 
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dalft(b^iq»b^ pf ih^ tr^edy ; and the difoontent chap. 
of the BdW^, tbeir T^gr^^t, ftod their fe^w, , j^ 
wef# mwr^ by the paliflied iUffece of pleaftir^ 
and loy?^l^. The i^i^tiiFe pf two difcojrdwt 
iii(tio93 iu the fmkft ^npit^, m^ht have been 
pjregnaDt with miffhi^ Md dwgerj wd the 
fuburb of Gakttia, or Peru, wasf ^ffigped for the 
quaj*ter^ of the French ftad Ve^etisma* Sut th0 
liberty af trade md Ihmiliw ioiercoMrle wits ^-» 
lowed between the friendly nations ; gnd ^ach 
day the pilgrims were tempted by devotion w 
curiofity to vifit the chiirchea and paJeceg of Ceiv 
ftaBtinople. Their rude mind^^ idjenfible per** 
.baps of the finer arts, were aftoniibed by the 
Hiagnificeqt ibenery : and the poverty of their 
native towns enhanced the pc^ulQidhefs and 
liohes of tl(^ firft metropoUa of Chriftendeatt ^^ 
Defcending from his ftsite, young Atei^iw was 
prompted by intereft and gratitude to repeat hif$ 
frequent and familiar vi6ta to his ^.atin allies } 
and in the freedom of the t^blis, the gay petu* 
lance of the French fontettmes forgot the Smpev 
ror of the Eaft ^^ In their moft ferious con&r* 
ences, it was agreed, that the re-union q£ thf 



^ Compare, in the rude energy of Villehapdoab (Sf^ %66» %ws% 
tlie infide suid puUide views of Cof^kandapplpy ^ tjieic fl|f>rffiki|| 
on the minds of the pilgrims : cette ville (fays he) que de toutes les 
autres ere fouveraine. See the parallel pafTages of Fulcherius Camo* 
ten||9. Hill, Hjesofol. I. i, c. 4. and Will* Tyr.gt 3. xj^, ^6» 

^ As.tfasy played at dice» the Latioat^ok off hm diwfnWi mA 
dap|HKl OIL his head a wooUta or haicy cap^ to ^>«jLtfv^%E acM 
fla^aOitrev Kxri^wemv cmfM (Nicatas, pb 35 S»^ If thefe wattOf 
oanpafiioi|s wepeVenetiansy it was t^e infoleafie^f tfsdt MMlia wmk 
monwcaltfa* 

two 
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two churches muft be the refult of patience and 
time i .but avarice was lefs ' tra6table than zeal ; 
and a large fum was inllantly difperfed to appeafe 
the wants, and filence the importunity, of the 
cnifaders^^ Alexius was alarmed by the ap- 
proaching hour of their departure: their abfence 
might have relieved him from the engagement 
which he was yet incapable of performing ; but 
bis friends would have left him, naked and alone, 
to the caprice and prejudice of a perfidious na- 
tion. Hewiflied to bribe their ftay, the delay of 
a year, by undertaking to defray their expence, 
and to fatisfy, in their name, the freight of the 
Venetian vefTels. The offer was agitated in the 
council of the barons; and, after a repetition of 
their debates and fcruples, a majority of votes( 
again acquiefced in the advice of the doge and 
the prayer of the young Emperor. At the price 
of fixteen hundred pounds of gold, he prevailed 
on the Marquis of Montferrat to lead him with 
an army round the provinces of Europe; to efta- 
blifti his authority, and purfue his uncle, while 
Conftantinople was awed by the prefence of 
Baldwin and his confederates of France and 
Flanders. The expedition was fuccefsful ; the 
blind Epiperor exulted in thefuccefsof hisarms, 
and lillened to the predifilions of his flatterers. 



^ ViIleliardouin» N° loi. Dandolo> p. 322. The doge afiBrms, 
ihat th» Venetians vere paid more ilow^ than the French ; but he 
ownsy that the hifiories of the two nations differed on that iidiyedL 
Had he read Villehardouin ? The Greeks complained* however* quod 
tiodus Gr«ci« opes trenfiuhffet. (Gunther* Hifi. C. P. c* rj.). See th« 
lamentations and invedives of Nicetas (p. sj^S'^ 

12 that 
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tbat the &me Providence whicl> had ra^ed him chap. 
from the dungeon to the throne, would heal his ^^^ ^ 
gout, reilore his fight, and watch over the long 
profperity of his reign. Yet the mind of the 
fufpicious old man was tormented by the rifing 
glories of his fon ; nor could his pride conceal 
from his envy, that, while his own name was 
pronounced in faint and relu£iant acclamations, 
the royal youth was the theme of fpontaneous 
and univerfal praife ''. 

By the recent invafion, the Greeks were awak- Quarrel 
ened from a dream of nine centuries ; from the q,^^, 
vain prefumption that the capital of the Roman and La- 
empire was impregnable to foreign arms. The ^^ 
flrangers of the Weil had violated the city, and 
bellowed the fceptre of Conftantine : their Im- 
perial clients foon became as unpopular as them- 
felves : the well-known vices of Ifaac were ren- 
dered Hill more contemptible by his infirmities, 
and the young Alexius was hated as an apoitate, 
who had renounced the manners and religion of 
his country. His fecret covenant with the Latins 
was divulged or fufpedted ; the people, and elpe- 
cially the clergy, were devoutly attached to their 
faith and fuperftition j and every convent, and 
every fliop, refounded with the danger of the 
church and the tyranny of the Pope^*. An 
empty treafury could ill fupply the demands of 

regal 

^' The reign of Alexius Comnenus occupies three books in ^cetasy 
p. a9i — Z5%* The ihort reftoration <^ liaac and his fon is difpatched' 
in five chapters* p. 35a — 36a. 

'' When Nketas reproaches Alexiiis for his impious league^ he 
WfiowB the hsiriieft names on the pope's new reiigiotty fAu^o* am 
mrvarwrwrw • • • voB^ixTpovw ithiw; • • • tiv th ILowckje^vfOfum xmnffiMt 

• t » /MtTOH 
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c i< A P. teg^l luxury and foreign eitortion : the dt^eks 
^^ , refiifed to avert, by a genetul tax, the ifl^tid^^ 
ing evils of fervitud^ dtld pillage ; tbe dpprefflott 
of the rich e^dted a mdf e dafigefoud 8&d |)er« 
fonal ref^ntitient ; and if th^ Etnp&t6t tnelted 
the plate, arid dfSfpoiled the irndges, ()f thfefaobi 
tuary, he feeiiied to juftify the tdiiiplaihts of 
herefy and factil^ge^ JSUritlg th^ abiblie^ &f 
Marquis Boniface and hii IiBpferi^ pujifli Ccwi- 
ftantinople was vifited with A Cilttttiity Which 
might be juftly imputed tti thd zeftl artd ifidif- 
(iretion of the Fl«ftiftl pilgrims". In m^ of 
their vifits to the city, they Were fcafldtdi^^d by 
the afp66l of a ftidch tir fynagogue, in ivhich 
dtie God was \*orihlppefd, withtrut h partiier or a 
fon. Their eflfeaual rtiode of controveriy #ai^ 
to attack the itiRdtU With thfe IWotdj and thdt 
habitatibft with fif fe t but th6 iirfidelS, ttnd Ibftife 
Chtiflkn ndghbdurife, ptefumed to difeiid th^ 
lives tM pt6pei'ti6s ; atid the flafties Whidi bi- 
gtttfy h^d kindled cdhfufii^d the riioft oi^thodo* 
iftd imidceHt ftruauMS. Dariiig eight dAp iftdl 
nights, the fcdnflagmiiWi j^^^eird Shm^ « IdAgUe 
in froftt, ficmt the harlifdUi* tof the PWJfOntH over' 
the thickfeft arid ttibft popiAOn^ fegionfs 6f the 
eity. It is mi eafy t6 touUt tha fbHely chufdhes 
itid palac6« that Wei'fr reJdu^Sd t6 k firidking ruin,- 

• * • prtoOfo'iv TE Kou fMTctvuno'u raw vet^Miw VafiaiOiq ^w (p. 348.). 
Such wm the fincere Inngnage of every Gf eek to> the laft gai][> <^ the 
anpire. 

^' Nicetas (p. 355.) is pofithre in th<? chtrge^ 8n4 ^ecffie^ the? 
JllnAi^ ((pMJiftm)^ didi^ He U witHtp m fisppofiiig k IS an- 
fiteAt llMie. ViMiaMMiifl (N» nrjr.) csci^ites ih« bifa-oi^ jhhI if^ 
t {fOri^ aiv^^ igaomt) of the BMMt of the gd^ 

to 
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to value the merchandil^ that periflied 111 the c H A p. 
trading ftreetSj or to number the famiKes that ^^ 
trere involved in the common deftruftion. By 
this outrage, which the doge and the barons in 
vain ^ffe6led to difclaim, the name of the Latins 
b^ame ftill more unpopular ; and the colony of 
Chat nation, above fifteen thoufand perfons, con- 
ihlted their fafety in a hafty retrejtt from the city 
to the proteftion of their ftandard in the fuburb 
of Pefa. Tile Emperor returned in triumph ; 
but the firmefl and mo^ dextrotis pdlicy would 
have been inftifflcient to fteer him through th^ 
tempeft, which ovef whelmed the peffon and go- 
vernment of that unhappy youth. His own in- 
clination, and hi§ fathered adviee, attached him to 
his benefaftors ; but Alexius hefitated between 
gratitude dud patriotifin, between the fear* of his 
fubjeas and cxf hi^ allies ^^ By his feeble ^nd flue- 
tuating condua he loft the efteem and eonfidence 
of b6th ; and While he ifiVited the Marquis of 
Montferrat to t^ccxipy the pal^tie, he ft<ffei*ed the 
TioblejJ to eonfJ)ii'e, And the people t6 arm, for 
the deHverance a( their cbuntry. Heg^rdleft of 
his painful fitusltion, the Latin chiefs repeated 
their demands^ refented hi^ dekys, fiil|*e6led hts 
intentJon!^,and exA&ed sfrdecifive ^tifwer 6f pe^ce 
at wit. ithe haughty fumni6rts wds defivefed 
fcy thtee ttendh knights and three Venetian de- 
ptitieJi, Wh(f giMed their fwords, toodnted thef* 

^* CompitB the fafpicion's and coiApfaififs ot Nicefas (p. 359— 3^i.) 
y/Mi ikt Want 6kirg» dl BMfiinA of Fliindttt (Gdlk IaHdG»fitllt4 
c«9». p«$34*)^ cunt pfttriarcha et mole nobiliunv nobis jiromiffis p«r« 
jilnis et tSxmSLi. 

horfes. 
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CHAP, borfes, pierced through the angry multitude, and 
^^^^ entered with a fearlefs copnteuance the palace 
and prefence of the Greek Emperor. In a pe- 
remptory tone, they recapitulated their fervices 
and his engagements ; and boldly declared, that 
unlefs their juft claims were fully. and imme- 
diately fatisfied, they (hould no longer hold him 
either as a fovereign or a friend. After this de- 
fiance, the firft that had ever wounded an Im- 
perial ear, they departed without betraying any 
fymptoms of fear j but their efcape from a fervile 
palace and a furious city aftonifhed the ambafia- 
dors themfelves y and their return to the camp 
was the fignal of mutual hoftility. 
The war , Among the Greeks, all authority and wifdom 
'^TId * ^^^^ overborne by the impetuous multitude, 
i»04. who miftook their rage for valour, their num- 
bers for ftrength, and their fanaticifm for the 
fupport and inipiration of Heaven. In the 
eyes of both nations Alexius was falfe and. 
contemptible: the bafe and ipurious race of 
the Angeli was reje6led with clamorous dif- 
dain ; and the people of Conftantinople encom- 
pafled the fenate, to demand at their hands a 
more worthy emperor. To every fenator, con- 
fpibuous by his birth or dignity, they fuccd*- 
fively prefented the purple : by each fenator the 
deadly garment was repulfed : the conteil lafted 
three days; and we may learn from the hiC> 
torian Niceta^, one of the members of the af- 
fembly, that fear and weaknefs were the guar- 
dians of their loyalty. A phantom, who vanifhed 
in oblivion, was forcibly proclaimed by the 

crowd; 
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crowd '^; but the author of the tumult, and crap. 
the leader of the war, was a prince of the houfe . P^^ 
of Ducas ; and his common appellation of Alex- 
ius muft be difcriminated by the epithet of 
Mourzoufle '*, which in the vulgar idipm ex- 
prefled the clofe jun6tion of his black and fhaggy 
eye-brows. At once a patriot and a courtier, 
the perfidious Mourzoufle, who was not defti« 
tute of cunning and courage, oppofed the Latins 
both in fpeech and adtion, inflamed the paflions 
and prejudices of the Greeks, and infinuated 
himfelf into the favour and confidence of Alex- 
ius, who trufl:ed him with the ofiice of great 
chamberlain, and tinged his bufkins with the 
colours of royalty, At the dead of night, he 
ruflied into the bed-chamber with an affrighted 
afpedt, exclaintiing, that the palace was attacked 
by the people and betrayed by the guards. 
Starting from his couch, the unfufpe6ling prince 
threw himfelf into the arms of his enemy, who 
had contrived his efcape by a private fl^aircafe. 
But that ftaircafe terminated in a prifon : Alex- Alcxiiuaad 
ius was feized, ftripped, and loaded with chains ; depofed^y 
and, after tafl;ing fome days the bittemefs of Mourzou- 
death, he was poifoned, or ftrangled, or beaten *»*'** 
with clubs, at the command, or in the prefente, 
of the tyrant. The Emperor Ifaac Angelus 



^ His name was Nicholas Caaabus ; lie deferved the praife of NI- 
eetas and the vengeance of Mourzoufle (p. z6%»)> 

7^ Villehardottin (N' zi6.) fpeaks of him as a favouritey without 
knowing that he was a prince of the blood, Angeliu and Ducas, Du- 
«ange» who pries into every corner, believes him to be the ion of Uaac 
Ducas Sebafiocrator, and ftcond coufin of young iUezius. 

VOL. XI. Q foon 
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CHAP, foon followed his fon to the grave^ and Hour- 
LX. zoufle, perhaps, might fpare the fuperfluous 
crime of haftening the extinction of impotence 
and blindnefs. 
Second The death of the emperors, and the ufurpation 

fiege,jaiiu- of Mourzoufle, had changed the nature of the 
April quarrel. It was no longer the dilagreement of 
gJlies who over-value Atheir fervices, or negledled 
their obligations : the French and Venetians for- 
got their complaints againft Alexius, dropt a 
tear on the untimely fate of their companioni 
and fwore revenge againft the perfidious nation 
who had crowned his aflaffin. Yet the prudent 
doge was ftill inclined to negociate \ he a&ed 
as a debt, z, fubfidy, or. a fine, fifty thoufand 
pounds of gold, about two millions fterling } 
nor would the conference have been abruptly 
broken, if the zeal or policy of Mourzoufle had 
not refufed to facrifice the Greek church to the 
lafety of the finite ^% Amidft the invefiliye of 
his foreign and domeftic enemies, we may dif- 
cern, that he was not unworthy of the char$i£ter 
which he had aflumed, of the public champion : 
the iecond fiege of Copftantinople was far more 
laborious than the firft ; the treafury was reple-: 
nifhed, and difcipline was reftoredj by a fevere 
inquifition into the abufes of the foriper reign ; 
and Mourzoufle, an iron mace in his hand, vifit- 
ing the pofts, and aife3:ing the port and afpeffc 
of a warrior, was an object of terror to his fol- 



7? Tbit negociAtioOyprobable initfelf, and attefted by Nacetas(p^^> 
M «iiuttcd as fcandalout by the ddicacy of Dandttlo and ViIlehardonia» 



diersy 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 247 

diers, at leaft, and to his kinfmen. Before and chap. 
after the death of Alexius, the Greeks made two 
vigorous and well- conduced attempts to burn 
the navy in the harbour ; but the Ikill and cou- 
rage of the Venetians repulfed the fire-fliips ; 
and the vagrant flames wafted themfelves with- 
out injury in the fea''. In a nodlurnal fally the 
Greek Emperor was vanquifhed by Henry, 
brother of thB Count of Flanders : the advan- 
tages of number and. furprife aggravated the 
fhame of his defeat ; his buckler was found on 
the field of battle ; and the Imperial ftand*rd'% 
a divine image of the Virgin, was prefented, as 
a trophy and a relic, to the Ciftercian monks, 
the difciples of St.Bemard. Near three months, 
without excepting the holy feafon of Lent, were 
confumed in ikirmifhes and preparations, before 
the Latins were ready or refdlved for a general 
aflault. The land fortifications had been found 
impregnable ; and the Venetian pilots repre* 
fented, that, on the ihore of the Propontis, the 
anchorage was unlafe, and the fliips.muft be 
driven by the current far away to the ftreightsr 
of the Hellefpont; a profpeft not unpleafing to 
the reluftant pilgrims, who fought every oppor- 
tunity of breaking the army. From the har- 
bour, therefore, the aflault was determined by 

7^ Baldwin mentiont both attempts to fire the fleet (Geft. c. 92, 
P- 534> 535') ; ViUehardouin (N" 113 — 115.) only defcribes the firft 
It is remarkahlpy that neither of thefe warriois obferve any peculiar 
properties in the Greek fire, 

^ Ducange (N° 1x9.) poors forth a tdetent of learning on the 
Gonfanon ImperiaL This banner of the Virgin is (hewn at Venice 
as a trophy and rdfic : if it be genuine} the \fcwM doge tnull hart 
cheated the loonks of Citeaoz. 

Q ^ the 



226 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

CH A P. the aflailants, and expe6led by the befieged; and 
^^ the Emperor had placed his fcarlet pavilions on 
a neighbouring height, to dire6t and animate 
the efforts of his troops. A fearlefs fpedlator, 
whofe mind could entertain the ideas of pomp 
and pleafure, might have admired the long array 
of two embattled armies, which extended above 
half a league, the one on the fhips and gallies, 
the other on the walls and towers raifed above 
the ordinary level by feveral ftages of wooden 
turrets. Their firft fury was Ipent iw the dit 
charge of darts, (tones, and fire, from the en- 
gines ; but the water was deep ; the French 
were bold ; the Venetians were Ikilful ; they ap- 
proached the walls ; and a defperate conflift of 
fwords, fpears, and battle-axes, was fought on 
the trembling bridges that grappled the floating, 
to the ftab.le) batteries. In more than an hun- 
dred places, the aflault was urged, and the de- 
fence was fuftained; till the fuperiority of ground 
and numbers finally prevailed, and the Latin 
trumpets founded a retreat. On the enfuing 
days, the attack was renewed with equal vigour, 
and a fimilar event ; and in the night, the doge 
and the barons held a council, apprehenfive only 
for the public danger : not a voice pronounced 
the words of efcape or treaty ; and each warrior, 
accoruing to his temper, embraced the hope of 
vi£lory, or the aflurance of a glorious death "^ 
JBy the experience of the former fiege, the 

Greeks 

^ Villchardooin (N' 126.) confeffes, that mult ere grant perU ; and 
Guntherur (Hift. C. ?. c. 13.) affinn8> tliat nulla %es vi^ori«B arridere 

potent. 
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Greeks were inftru6led, but the Latins were c H A F. 



animated; and thti knowledge that Conftanti ^^* 



tiople wight be taken, was of more avail than 
the local precautions which that knowledge had 
inQ)ired for its defence. In the third aflanlt, 
two fhips were linked together to double their 
ftrength ; a ftrong north wind drove them on 
the Ihorej the bifhops of Troyes and Soiflbns led 
the van ; and the aufpicious names of th€ piU 
grhn and the paradije refounded along the 
line". Thct epifcopal banners were difplayed 
on the walls ; an hundred marks of filver had 
l)een promifed to the firft adventurers y and if 
their reward was intercepted by death, their 
Bames have been immortalifed by fame. Four 
towers were fcaled ; three gates were burft open j 
and the French knights, who might tremble on 
the waves, felt themfelves invincible 6n horfe- 
back on the folid ground.. Shall I relate that 
the thou£inds who guarded the Emperor's per- 
fon, fled on the approach and before the lance 
of a fingle warrior ? Their ignominious flight 
is attefted by their countryman Nicetas: an 
army of phantoms marched with the French 
hero, and he was magnified to a giant in 
the eyes of the Greeks ''*. Wliile the fugitives 

deferted 



poterat. Yet the knight defpifes thofe who thought of flighty and the 
monk praifes his countrymen who were refolved on death. 

'' Baldwin^ and all the writers^ honour the names of thefe two gal- 
liesy felici aufpicio. 

^ With an aQufion to Homer, Nicetas calb him \n%ot o^yvtagt nine 
mr^2h or eighteen yardt )i%h, a ft^ture which would indeed ha.ve 

Q 3 excuied 
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CHAP, deferted their pofts and cafl away their arms^ 
^^* the Latins entered the city under the banners 
of their leaders : the ftreets and gates opened 
for their paiTage ; and either defign or accident 
kindled a third conflagration, which confumed 
in a few hours the raeafure of three of the 
largeft cities of France *\ In the clofe of the 
evening, the barons checked their troops, and 
fortified their ftations ; they were awed by the 
extent and populoufnefs of the capital, which 
might yet require the labour of a nionth, if the 
churches and palaces were confcious of their 
internal ftrength. But in the morning, a fup- 
pliant proceffion, with croffes and images, an- 
nounced the fubmiffion of the Greeks, and 
deprecated the wrath of the conquerors ; the 
ufurper efcaped through the golden gate ; the 
palaces cff Blachernge and Boucoleon were occu- 
pied by the Count of Flanders and the Mar- 
quis of Montferrat ; and the empire, which ftill 
bore the name of Conftantine, and the title of 
Roman, was fubverted by the arms of the Latin 
pilgrims ^\ 

Con. 

excufed the terror of the Greek. On this occafion, the hiftorian iecms 
fonder of the marveUous, than of his country) or perhaps of truth* 
fiald^rin exclaims in the words of the pfalmifi, perfequitur untis ex 
nobis centum alienos. 

^^ Villehardouin (N^ 130.) is again ignorant of the authors of ibis 
more legitimate firey which is afcribed by Ounther to a quidam cGBie» 
Teutonicus (c. I4»). They feem aihamedy the incendiaries ! 
. ^ For the fecond fiege and conqueft of Conftantinopley fee Villehar* 
douin (N<^ ^13 — 13a.), Baldwin's iid Epiftle to Innocent DI. (Gefb, 
c. 9a. p. 534 — 537'> with the whole reign of MoUfzoufle, inNicetat 
(P* 363—375)5 »ad bomiw feme hints from Dandolo (Chron. Vcnet. 
p*32fr7— a30») and Guntber (Hift. C P. c X4.-«x80 who add tbe 

decoratioitt 
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Conftantinople had been taken by ftorm ; e H a p. 
and no reflraints, except thofe of religion and , ^'^ 
humanity, were impofed on the conquerors by Pillage of 
the laws of war. Boniface Marquis of Mont- c®"^**- 
ferrat, (till a^ed as their general ; and the Grieeks, 
who revered his name as that of their future fo- 
vereign, were heard to exclaim in a lamentable 
tone, " Holy Marquis-king, have mercy upoh 
us!** His prudence or compaffion opened the 
gates of the city to the fugitives ; and he ex- 
horted the foldiers of the croft to fpare the lives 
of their fellow-Chriftians. The dreams of blood 
that flow down the pages of Nicetas, may be 
reduced to the flaughter of two thoufand of 
his imrefifting countrymen ** j and the greater 
part was maflacred, not by the ftrangers, but 
by the Latins, who had been driven from the 
city, and who exercifed the revenge of a tri^ 
umphant fafitibn. Yet of thefe exiles, fome 
were left mindful of injuries than of benefits ; 
and Nicetas himfelf was indebted for his fafety 
to the generoflty of a Venetian merchant. Pope 
Innocent the Third accufes the pilgrims of re- 
fpe&ingj in their lull, neither age nor fex, nor 
religious profeffion ; and bitterly laments that 
the deeds of darknefs, fornication, adultery, 
and inceft, were perpetrated in open day ; and 

decorations of prophecy and vifion. The former produces an oracle of 
the Erythraean fybil, of a great armatnent on the Adriaticy under a 
blind chief» againft Byzantium^ Sec. Curious enough, were the pre* 
didtion anterior to the fadt 

^ Cedderunt tamen ei die civium quafi (too xsMr, &c. (Gunther^ 
c. z8.) Arithmetic is aq excdlent toachfiobe to try the amplifications 
«f paffion and rhetoric. 

Q 4 that 
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CHAP, that noble matrons and holy nuns were polltitecl 
^^* by the grooms and peafants of the Catholic 
camp **. It is indeed probable that the licence 
of victory prompted and covered a multitude of 
fins : but it is certain, that the capital of the 
Eaft contained a flock of venal or willing beauty, 
fufficient to fatiate the defires of twenty thoufand 
pilgrims ; and female prifoners were no longer 
fubjedl to the right or abufe of domeftic flavery. 
The Marquis of Montferrat was the patron of 
difcipline and decency; the Count of Flan- 
ders was the mirror of chaftity : they had for- 
bidden, under pain of death, the rape of married 
women, or virgins, or nuns; and the procla« 
mation was fometimes invoked by the van- 
quiflied ^' and re{pe6ted by the vidlors. Their 
cruelty and luft were moderated by the authority 
of the chiefs and feelings of the foldiers ; for 
we are no longer defcribing an irruption of the 
northern favages ; and however ferocious they 
might ftill appear, time, policy, and religion, 
had civilized the manners of the French, and 
ftill more of the Italians. But a free fcope was 
allowed to their avarice, which was glutted, even 
in the holy week, by the pillage of Conftanti- 

^ Quidam (fays Lmoccnt m^ Gcfta, c 94, p. 538.) nee reUgioni, 
nee atati, nee fexui peperceruat : fed fornieatioaesy adulteria» et in- 
ceftus in occulis omnium exercentes, non foWm man'tatas et viduasy 
fed et matronas et vii^es Deoque dicatas, expofuerunt fpuititiis gap- 
cidnum. ViUehardouin takes no notice of thefe eommon incidents. 

•' Nicctas faved, and afterwards married, a noble virgin (p. 38o.> 
whom a ibldier, net fM^ryan vroXXus onjJoiHTj^^/^^vpj, hibd almoft 
yiolated in ^te of the tnd^eu, i yraX/MtTw w ytywofm* 

nople. 
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ilopl6. The right of vidlory, unfliackled by any 
promife or treaty, had confifcated the public and 
private wealth of the Greeks; and every hand, 
according to its fize and ftrength, might lawfully 
execute the fentence and feize the forfeiture. A 
portable and univerfal ftandard of exchange was 
found in the coined and uncoined metals of gold 
and iilver, which each captor at home or abroad 
might convert into the poiTeflions moil fuitable 
to his temper and fituation. Of the treafures, 
which trade and luxury had accumulated, the 
filks, velvets, , furs, tbe gems, ipices, and rich 
moveables; were the moft precious, as they could 
not be procured for money in the ruder countries * 
of Europe. An order of rapine was inftituted ; Biviam of 
nor was the fhare of each individual abandoned *^® ^^ 
to induftry or chance. Under the. tremendous 
penalties of perjury, excommunication and death, 
the Latins were bound to deliver their plunder 
into the common ftock; three churches were 
feledled for the depofit and diftribution of 
4he fpoik a fingle fhare was allotted to a foot 
ibldier; two for a ferjeant on horfeback; four to 
a knight; and larger proportions according to 
the rank and merit of the barons and pnnc63« 
For violating this facred engagement, a knight 
belonging to the Count of St. Paul was hanged 
with his fliield and coat of arms round bis neck: 
his example might render fimilar ofifefiders more 
artful and difcreet ; but avarice was more power- 
ful than fear ; and it is generally believed, that 
the fecret far exceeded the acknowledged plun- 
. den Yet the magnitude of the prize fiirpafled 

the 
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CHAP, the largeft fcale of experience or expe6lation"* 
J^ ^ After the whole had been equally divided be- 
tween the French and Venetians, fifty thoufand 
marks were dedufted to fatisfy the debts of the 
former and the demands of the latter. The 
refidue of the French amounted to four hundred 
thoufand marks of filver % about eight hundred 
thoufand pounds fterling ; nor can I better ap- 
preciate the value of that fum in the public and 
private tranfa6lions of the age, than by defining 
it at feven times the annual revenue of the king- 
dom of England ^^ 
Mifery of In this great revolution we enjoy the fingular 
theGrecks. f^ji^ity Qf comparfiig the narratives of Villehar- 
douin and Nicetas, the oppofite feelings of the 
marfhal of Champagne and the Byzantine fena^ 
tor ^'. At the firft view it would feem that the 



** Of the general mafs of wealthy Gunther obfervesy ut de pauperi- 
tws et advienis cives ditiflimi reddorentur (Hift. C. P. c« i&) Villdiar- 
doiiin (N^ 1 32*)^ that fince the cteationy ne fii taut gaaignie dans nne 
viU ; Baldwin (Gefia> c. 92.)^ ut tantum tota lion videatur poffidere 
tAtinitas. 

*9 Villehardoulny N° 133—135. Inftead of 400,0009 there is a 
TaHous reading of 5oo>o6o. The Venetians had offisred to take the 
whole booty} and to give 400 marlcs to each knighty 200 to each pneft 
iAd horfemany and 700 t6 each foot foldier ; they would have been 
great lofers (La Beauy Hid. du Bas-Empirey torn. xx. p. 506* I knonpr 
not from whence). 

»^ At the council of Lyons (A. 0.1245)1 tb* Englifh ambafladort 
iblted the revenue of the crown as below that of the foreign cleigy» 
which amounted to 6o»oba marks a year (Matthew F^urisy p. 45 1« 
Hume's Hifiory of JEnglandy vol. iL p. 170.). 

^* The diforders of the iack of Conftantinopley and his own adven- 
turedy arc feelingly defcribed by Nicetasy p. 367—369. and in the 
Status Urb. C. P. p. 375-— 3^4* His complaints even of iacril^ are 
juftified by Innocent UL (Gefiay c*92.)s but Vlllehardouin does not 
betray a fymptom of pity or remorfe. 

wealth 
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wealth of Conftantinople was only transferred char 
from one nation to another; and that the loft ^x* 
and forrow of the Greeks is exactly balanced by 
the joy and advantage of the Latins. But in the 
miferable account of war, the gain is never equi* 
valent to the lofs, the pleafure to the pain : the 
fmiles of the Latins were tranfient and fallacious; 
the Greeks for ever wept over the ruins of their 
country ; and their real calamities were aggra^ 
vated by facrilege and mockery. What beuefiti^ 
accrued to the conquerors from the three fken 
which annihilated fo vail a portion of the build- 
ings and riches of the city ? What a ftock of 
fuch things, as could neither be ufed nor ttan{^ 
ported, was malicioufly or wantonly deflroyed J 
How much treafure was idly wafted in gaming, 
debauchery, and riot! And what precious ob* 
je6ls were bartered for a vile price by the impa- 
tience or ignorance of the foldiers, whofe reward 
was ftolen by the bafe induftry of the laft of the 
Greeks ? Thefe alone, who had nothing to lofe, 
might derive fome profit from the revolution; 
but the mifery of the upper ranks of fociety is 
ftrongly painted in the perfonal adventured of 
Nicetas himfelf. His ftately palace had been 
reduced to aihes in the fecond conflagration; 
and the fenator, with his family and friends^ 
found an obfcure ihelter in another houfe which 
he poflefled near the church of St. Sophia. It 
was the door of this mean habitation that his 
friend the Venetian merchant guarded ih the dif^ 
guife of a fbldier, till Nicetas could fave, by a 
precipitate flighty the relics of his fortune sind 
- the 
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CHAP* the chaftity of his daughter. In a cold wioti^r 
^ ^^^ feafon, thefe fugitives, nurfed in the lap of prof- 
perity, departed on foot 5 his wife was with child} 
the defertion of their flaves compelled them to 
carry their baggage on their own flioulders ; and 
• their women, whom they placed in the centre, 
were exhorted to conceal their beauty with dirt, 
inftead of adomingitwithpaint and jewels. Every 
ilep was expofed to infult and danger : the threats 
of the ftrangers were lefs painful than the taunts 
of the plebeians, with whom they were now le- 
velled ; nor did the exiles breathe in fafety till 
their mournful pilgrimage was concluded at Se- 
lymbria above forty miles from the capital. On 
the way they overtook the patriarch without at- 
tendance and almoft^irithout apparel, riding on an 
afe, and reduced to a (late of apoftolical poverty^ 
which, had it been voluntary, might perhaps 
have been meritorious. In the mean while, his 
defolate churches were profaned by the licen- 
Sacriiege tioufnefs and party-zeal of the Latins. After 
*»d ' dipping the gems and pearls, they converted 
"^* the chalices into drinking-cups j their tables, on 
which they gamed and feafted, were covered 
with the pi6tures of Chrift and the faints ; and 
they trampled under foot the moft venerable ob- 
je6ls of the Chriftian worihip. In the cathedral 
of St. Sophia, the ample veil of the fanftuary 
was rent afunder for the fake of the golden 
fringe ; and the altar, a monument of art and 
riches, was broken in pieces andihared among 
the captors. Their mules and horfes were laden 
with the wrought filver and gilt carvings, which 
I they 
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they tore down from the doors and pulpit ; and chap. 
if the beafts flumbled under the burthen, they ^^ 
wer^ ftabbed by their impatient drivers, and the 
holy pavement ilreamed with their impure blood. 
A proflitute was feated on the throne of the pa- 
triarch; and that daughter of Belial, as fhe is 
ftyled, fung and danced in the church, to ridi- *. 
cule the hymns and proceffions of the Orientals. 
Nor were the repofitories of the royal dead fecure 
from violation : in the church of the ApoftleiS, 
the tombs of the Emperors were rifled; and it is 
laid, that after fix centuries the corpfe of JufU- 
nian was found without any. figns of decay or 
putrefaction. In the ftreets, the French and 
Flemings clothed themfelves and their horfes ill 
painted robes and flowing head-drefles of linen ; 
and the coarfe intemperance of their feafts** in- 
fulted the fplendid fobriety of the Eaft. To ex- 
pofe the arms of a people of fcribes and fcholars, 
tliey afie6ted to difplay a pen, an inkhorn, and a 
Iheet of paper, without difcerning that the inftru- 
4nents of fcience and valour were alike feeble 
and ufelefs in the hands of the modern Greeks. 

Their reputation and their language encou- Dcftnic- 
4:aged them, however, to defpife the ignorance, *»»» ^ ^^ 
and to overlook the progrefs, of the Latins". In '^^ 

^ If I rightly apprehend the Greek of Nicetas's receipts^ their fa« 
vourite difhes were boiled buttocks of beefy fait pork and peaiei and 
£[)up made of garlic and iharp or four herbs (p< 38^.)^ 

^ Nlcetas ufes very harih expreilionsy ne»f cvypafxfjtaT<nq Baffia^tf 
xai ri^jn etva^^afinroi^ (Fragment, apud Fabric. Bifaliot. Grsec* tom. vi* 
p. 414.). This reproach* it is true^ applies Hioft firongly to their ig- 
norance of Greek and of Homer. In their own language^ the Latins of 
the xiith and ziiith centuries were not defUtute of literature. Set 
Harris's Philological Inquiriesi p.iii. c.91 zo> zx. 

the 
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CHAP, the love of the arts, the national difference waS^ 
^^^ ftill more obvious and real ; the Greeks pre- 
feryed with reverence the works of their ancef- 
tors, which they could not imitate ; and in the 
deftru6lion of the ftatues of Conftantinople, we 
are provoked to join in the complaints and invec- 
tives of the Byzantine hiftorian^*. We have feen 
how the rifing city was adorned by the vanity and 
delpotifm of the Imperial founder ; in the ruins 
of pagaaifin, fome gods and heroes were faved 
from the axe of fuperftition ; and the forum and 
hippodrome were dignified with the relics of a 
better age. Several of thefe are defcribed by 
Nicetas'S in a florid and aiFe6led ftyle; and, from 
his defcriptions, I (hall felefit fome interefl:ing par- 
ticulars, I • The victorious charioteers were daft 
in bronze, at their own, or the public, charge, 
and fitly placed in the hippodrome : they flood 
aloft in their chariots, wheeling round the goal ; 
the fpedlators could admire their attitude, and 
judge of the refemblance ^ and of thefe figures, 
the moft perfefl: might have been tranfported 
from the Olympic fladium. 2. The iphynx. 



** Nicetas was of Chona in Phrygia (the old Coloflae of St. Paul): 
he raifed himfelftD^e honours of fenator, judge of the veO/and great 
logothete ; beheld the fall of the empire, rftired to Nice> and com* 
pofed an elaborate hiftory from the death of Alexius Comnenus to the 
reign of Henry. 

^ A manufcript^ of Nicetas in the Bodleian library, contains this 
curious fragment on the itatues of Conftantinople, which fraud, or 
Ihame, or rather carelefTaeis, has dropt in the comnK)n editions. It 
b publilhed by Fabricius (Bibliot. Graec. tom«vi. p« 405-^4x6*)^ and 
immodeiately praifed by the late ingeinous Mr. Harris of Saliflniry 
(Philolpgicai Inquines, p. iii. c 5. p. 301— 3 z %>)* 

14 river^ 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE- 2^^ 

riv^r-horfe, and crocodile, depote the climate chap. 
and manufafture of Egypt, and the fpoils of that . J^ 
ancient province. 3. The Ihe-wolf fucklihg Ro- 
mulus and Remus ; a fubje£t alike pleafing to 
the old and the new Romans ; but which could 
rarely be treated before the decline of the Greek 
fculpture. 4* An eagle holding and tearing a 
ferpent in his talons ; a domeflic monument of 
the Byzantines, which they afcribed, not to a 
human artift, but to the magic power of the 
philofopher ApoUonius, who, by his talifman, 
delivered the city from fuch venomous reptiles. 
5. An afs, and his driver : which were eredled 
by Auguftus in his colony of Nicopolis, to 
commemorate a verbal omen of the victory 
of Adlium. 6. An equeftrian flatue ; which 
pafied, in the vulgar opinion, for Jofhua, the 
Jewiih conqueror, ftretching out his hand to ftop 
the courfe of the defcending fun. A more claf- 
fical tradition recognifed the figures of BeUero- 
phon and Pegafus ; and the free attitude of the 
fieed feemed to mark that he trod on air, rather 
than on the earth. 7. A fquare and lofty obe- 
lilk of brafe ; the fides were emboffed with a 
variety of pi6lurefque and rural fcenes : birds 
finging ; rufi;ics labouring, or playing on their 
pipes; flieep bleating ; lambs fkipping; the fea, 
and a fcene of fifli and filhing ; little naked cu- 
pids laughing^ playing, and pelting each other 
with apples ; and^ on the fummit, a female fi- 
gure turning with the flighteft breath, and thepce 
denominated the 'si^inds attendant 8. The Phry. 
gian ihepherd prefenting to Venus the prize of 

beauty, 
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C H A'P. beauty, the apple of difcord. 9. The incom- 
^^ parable ftatue of Helen j which is delineated by 
Nicetas in the words of admiration and love : 
her well turned feet, fnowy arms, rofy lips, 
bewitching fmiles, fwimming eyes, arched eye- 
brows, the harmony of her fliape, the lightnefi 
of her drapery, and her flowing locks that waved 
in the wind : a beauty that might have moved 
her Barbarian deflroyers to pity and remorfe^ 
10. The manly or divine form of Hercules ^^ 
as he was reflored to life by the mailer-hand 
of Lyfippusj of fuch magnitude, that his thumb 
was equal to the waift, his leg to the (tature, 
^f a common man ^' ; his chefl ample, his 
ihoulders broad, his limbs ilrong and mufcular, 
his hair curled, his aipe£t commanding. With- 
out his bow, or quiver, or club, his lion's Ikin 
carelefsly thrown over him, he was feated on an 
ofier baflcet, his right leg and arm flretched to 
the utmoft, his left knee bent, and fupporting 
his elbow, his head reclining^on his left hand, 
his countenance indignant and penfive. 11. A 
coldflal ftatue of Juno, which had once adorned 
her temple of Samos ; the enormous head by 
four yoke of oxen was laborioufly drawn to 
the palace* 12. Another colofTus, of Pallas 
or Minerva, thirty feet in height, and reprefent<« 

^ To aiufbate the ftatue of Herculety Mr. Harris quotes a Greek 
ej^graxp) and engraves a beautiful gem, which does not however copy 
the attitude of the ftatue : In the latter, Hercules had not his club» 
and his right leg and arm were extended. 

^' I tranicribe thefe proportions, which appear to me inconftftent 
with each other ; and may poffibly ihew, that the boafied tafte of 
Kicetas was no more than afiedtation and vanit)r. 

15 ing 
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ing with admirable Ipirit the attributes and cha- chap. 
rafter of the martial maid. Before we accufe . ^^* , 
the Latins, it is juft to remark, that this Pallas 
was deftroyed after the firft liege, by the fear 
and fuperftition of the Greeks themfelves *^ 
The other (latues of brafs which I have enume- 
rated, were broken and melted by the unfeeling 
avarice of the crufaders : the coft and labour 
were confumed in a moment; the foul of genius 
evaporated in fmoke ; and the remnant of bafe 
metal was coined into money for the payment 
of the troops. Bronze is not the mod durable 
of monuments : from the marble forms of Phi- 
dias and Praxiteles, the Latins might turn afide 
with flupid contempt ^^ ; but unlefs they were 
crufti'ed by fome accidental injury, thofe ufelefs- 
ftones flood fecure on their pedeftals '°°. The 
moll enlightened of the ftrangers, above the 
grofs and fenfual purfuits of their countrymen, 
more pioully exercifed the right of conqueft 
in the fearch and feizure of the relics of the 
faints "'. Immenfe wds the fupply of heads and 

^ Nicetas in Ifaaco Angelo et Alexio, c. 3. p. 359. The Latin edi- 
tor very properly obferves, that the hiiiorian, in his bombaft %le» 
produces ex pulice elephantem. 

*» In two pailages of Nicetas (edk. Farts^' p. 360. Fabric, p. 408.), 
the Latins are branded with the lively reproach of U ra xaX& ave^ro* 
ficc^oc^f and their avarice of brafs is clearly expiefled. Yet the Ve- 
netians had the merit of removing four bronze horfes from Conftanti- 
nople to the place of St. Mark (Sanuto, Vite del Dogi, in Muratori, 
Script. Rerum Italicarum, torn. xxii. p. 534*)« 

*^ Winckelman» Hift. de TArt, torn, iii. p. 2^99 270. 

*°' See the pious robbery of the abbot Martin, who transferred a 
rich cargo to his monaAery of Paris, dieceie of Bafil (Gunther, Hiil. 
C. P. c. 19. »3, *4.). Yet in fccreting this booty, the fiiint incurred 
an excommunicationy and perhaps broke his oath. 

VOL. xu A bones, 
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CHAP, bones, croffes and images, that were fcattered 
^ by this revolution over the churches of Europe; 
and fuch was the increafe of pilgrimage and ob« 
lation, that no branch, perhaps, of more lucra- 
tive plunder was imported from the Eaft *''*. 
Of the writings of antiquity, many that ftill ex- 
ifted in the twelfth century are now loft. But 
the pilgrims were not folicitous to fave or tran& 
port the volumes of an unknown tongue : the 
perifliable fubftance of paper or parchment can 
only be preferved by the multiplfcity of copies ; 
the literature'of the Greeks had almoft centered 
in the metropolis ; and, without computing the 
extent of our lofi, we may drop a tear over the 
libraries that have perifiied in the triple fire of 
Cohftantinople '''^ 

'°' Fleury , Hift. Ecclef. torn. xvi. p. 139 — 145. 

'°^ I ihall conclude this chapter with the notice of a modem hiftoryy 
which illufirates the tajcing of Conftantmopie by the Latins; but which 
has fallen fomewhat late into my hands. Paolo Ramulioy the fon of 
. the compiler of voyages, was directed by the fenate of Venice to write 
the hlftory of the conqueft ; and this order^ which he received in his 
youth) he executed in a mature age, by an elegant Latin work^ dc 
Bello Confiantinopolitano et Imperatoiibus Comnenis per Gallos et Ve« 
netos refiitutis (Venet. 16359 in folio). Ramufioy or Rhamnufusy 
tranfcribes and tranflates fequitur ad unguem, a MS. of Villehanlouin» 
which he pofleilM; but he enriches his. narrative with Greelcand- 
Latin, materials, and we are indebted to him for a correfi ftate of the 
fleet) the names of the fifty Venetian nobles who commaaded the 
gallies of the republic, and the patriot oppoiition of PautaleoQ Baribvs 
to the chcuce of the doge for emptor* 
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CHAP. LXI. 

Partition of the Empire by the French and Fe* 
netians. — Five Latin Emperors of tlie Hou/es 
of Flanders and Courtenay. — Their Wars 
againjt tJie Bulgarians and Greeks. — Weak-^ 
nqfs and Poverty of the Latin Empire. — Re- 
covery of Con/lantinople by the Greeks. — 
* General Confequences of the Cru/kdes. 

A FTER the death of the lawful princes, the char 

French and Venetians, confident of juftice ^^^ 
and viftory, agreed to divide and regulate their Eieaionof 
future poffeffions '• It was ftipulated by treaty, ^^ ^^' 
that twelve electors, fix of either nation, fliould ^i, 
be nominated ; that a majority ihould choofe the . ^^* 
Emperor of the Eaft ; and that, if the votes were May^o^ 
equal, the decifion of chance fhould afcertain ^6. 
the fuccefsful candidate. To him, with ail the 
titles and prerogatives of the Byzantine throne, 
they affigned the two palaces of Boucoleon and 
Blachernae, with a fourth part of the Greek 
monarchy. It was defined that the three re- 
maining portions fhould be equally ihared be- 
[tween the republic of Venice and the barons of 
France ; that each feudatory, with an honour- 
able exception for the doge, fliould acknowledge 
id perform the duties of homage and military 



^See the original treaty of partition^ m the Venetian Chronicle of 
Dandoloy p. 3 26 — 330. and the fubfequent ele^Uon in Viile- 
9 N** 136^^ — 140> with Ducange in his Obfervations, and the 
of lu$ Hiftoire de Conftantinople ibus I'Bmpire des Francis. 

B 2 iervicd 
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CHAP, fervice to the fupreme bead of the empire ; that 
'^^' . the nation which gave an Empei-or, fhould re- 
fign to their brethren the choice of a patriarch ; 
and that the pilgritns, whatever might be theit 
impatience to vifit the Holy Land,ihould devote 
another year to the conqueft and defence of the 
Greek provinces. After the conqueft of Con- 
ftantinople by the Latins, the treaty was con- 
firmed and executed ; and the firft and moft 
important ftep was the creation of an Emperor/ 
The fix ele6lors of the French nation were all 
ecclefiaftics, the Abbot of Loces, the Archbiihop 
cleft of Acre in Paleftine, and the Bifliops of 
Troyes, Soiflbns, Halberftadt, and Bethlehem, 
the laft of whom exercifed in the camp the office 
of pope's legate : their profeffion and knowledge 
were refpeftable; and as they could not be the 
obje6ls, they were beft qualified to be the au- 
thors, of the choice. The fix Venetians were 
the principal fervants of the ftate, and in this 
lift the noSle families of Querini and Contarini 
are ftill proud to difcover their ariceftors. The 
twelve aflembled in the chapel of th^ palace ; 
and after the folemn invocation of the Holy 
Ghoft, they proceeded to deliberate and vote* A 
juft impulfe of refpedl and gratitude prompted 
them to crown the virtues of the doge : his 
wifdom had inipired their enterprife j and the 
moll youthful knights might envy and applaud 
the exploits of blindnefs and age. But the patriot 
Dandolo was devoid of all perfonal ambition, and 
fully fatisfied that he had been judged worthy to 
reign« His nomination was over*mled by the 

Venetians 
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Venetians themfelves ; his countrymen, and per- c HA P. 
haps his friends% reprefented, with the eloquence 
of truth, the mifchiefs that might arife to na- 
tional freedom and the common caufe, from the 
union of two incompatible charadlers, of the firft 
magiflrate of a republic and the Emperor of the 
Eaft. The exclufion of the doge left room for 
the more equal merits of Boniface and Baldwin ; 
and at their, names all meaner candidates refpe6t- 
fully withdrew. The Marquis of Montferrat was 
recommended by his mature age and fair repu- 
tation, by the choice of the adventurers, and the 
wilhes of the Greeks; nor can I believe that 
Venice, the miftrefs of the fea, could be ferioufly 
apprehenfive of a petty lord at the foot of the 
Alps \ But the Count of Flanders was the chief 
of a wealthy and warlike people ; he was valiant, 
pious, and chafte ; in the prime of life, fince he 
was only thirty-two years of age ; a defcendant 
of Charlemagne, a coufin of the King of France, 
^nd a compeer of the prelates and barons who 
had yielded with relu6tance to the command of a 
foreigner. Without the chapel, thefe bajrons, 
with the doge and marquis at their head, ex- 
pelled the decifion of the twelve electors. It was 



' After mentioning the nomination of the doge by a French eledlor, 
his kinfman Andrew Dandolo approves his exciuiiony quidem Vene- 
torum fidelis et nobilis fenexy ufus oratione fatis probabilly &c. which 
has been embroidered by modem writers from Blondus td Le Beau. 

^ Nicetas (p-384.)9 with the vain ignorance of a Greek, defcribes the 
Marquis of Montferrat as a maritime power* Aa/xrap^an h oiKEto-doi 
^rapccXioy. Was he deceived by the Byzant'ne theme of Lombardy» 
which extended along the coaft of Calabria* 

R 3 ' announced 
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c H ^ P. announced by the Bifhop af l^oiffons, in the name 
^^* of his colleagues ; " Ye have fworn to obey tie 
^^ prince whom we fhould choofe : by our unani* 
^* mous fuffrage, Baldwin Count of Flanders and 
** Hainault is now your fovereign, and the Em- 
^< • peror of the Eaft.*' He was fainted with loud 
applaufe, and the proclamation was re-echoed 
through the city by the joy of the Latins and the 
trembling adulation of the Greeks. Boniface 
was the firft to kifs the hand of his rival, and to 
raife him on the buckler j and Baldwin wa^ trans- 
ported to the cathedral, and folemnly invefted 
with the purple buikins. At the end of three 
weeks he was crowned by the legate, in the va- 
cancy of a patriarch ; but the Venetian clergy 
foon filled the chapter of St. Sophia, feated Tho- 
mas Moroiini on the ecdefiaflical throne, and 
employed every art to perpetuate in their own 
nation the honours and benefices of the Greek 
church \ Without delay the fucceffor of Con- 
ftantine inftru6ted Paleftine, France, and Rome, 
of this memorable revolution. To Paleftine he 
fent, as a trophy, the gates of Conftantinople, 
and the chain of the harbour ^ ; and adopted, 
from the Affife of Jerufalem, the laws or cuftoms 
|3eft adapted to a French colony and conqueft in 
the £ai|. In his epiftles, the natives of France 

* They exadled an oath from Thomas MoroGni to appoint no canons 
of St. Sophia, the lawful eleflors, except Venetians who had lived ten 
years at Venice, &c. But the foreign clergy was envious, the pope 
diiapproved this national monopoly, and of the fix Latin patriarchs of 
Conftantinople, only the firft and the laft were Venetians. 

»IJicetw^p.3?> 
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are encouraged to fwell thai colony^and to fecure c h a K. 
that conqueft, to people a magnificent city and a , ^^'_ 
fertile land, which will reward the labours both 
of the prieft and the foldier. He congratulates 
the Roman pontiff on the reftoration of his au- 
thority in the Eaft ; invites him to extinguiih the 
Greek fchifm by his prefence in a general coun- 
cil ; and implores his blefling and forgivenefs for 
the difobedient pilgrims. Prudence akid dignity 
are blended in the anfwer of Innocent *. In the 
fubverfion of the Byzantine empire, he arraigns 
the vices of man, and adores the providence of 
God : the conquerors wfll be abfolved or con- 
demned by their future condudt ; the validity of 
their treaty depends on the judgment of St. Peter 5 
but he inculcates their mofl facred duty of efta- 
blifhing a juil fubordination of obedience and 
tribute, from the Greeks to the Latins, from the 
magistrate to the clergy, and from the clergy to 
the pope. 

In the divifion of the Greek provinces % the Dmfi<m «f 
ihare of the Venetians was more ample than that 
of the Latin Emperor. No more than one fourth 
was appropriated to his domain ; a clear moiety 
of the remainder was referved for Venice ; and 

^ The Epiftles of Innocent III. are a rich fund for the ecdeliaftical 
and civil inftitntion of the Latin empire of Conftantinople $ and the 
moft impOTtant of tbefe epifUies (of which the coUedtion in ^ vols, in 
fdioy 18 publiihed by Stephen Baluze) are inferted in his Geitay in 
Muratoriy Script. Rerum Italicarum> torn. iii. p. x. c. 94 — 105. 

7 In the treaty of partition, moft of the names are corrupted by the 
icribes : tl|gy might be reftored» and a good map fuited to the lafi agit 
of the Byzantine empire, would be an improvement of geography. 
But| alas ! D'Anville is no more ! 
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^ Lx^ ^' *^^ ^*^^^ moiety was diftributed among the ad- 
venturers of France and Lombardy. The vene- 
rable Dandolo was proclaimed defppt of Roma- 
nia, and invefted after the Greek faihion with 
the purple bufkins. He ended at Conftantinople 
hi3 iong and glorious life ; and if the prerogative 
was perfonal, the title was ufed by his fucceffors 
till the middle of the fourteenth century, with 
the Angular though true addition t)f lords of one 
fourth and a half of the Roman empire K The 
doge, a flave of ftate, was feldom permitted to 
depart from the helm of the republic ; but his 
place was fupplied by the &m7, or regent, who ex- 
ercifed a fupreme jurifdi6tion over the colony 
of Venetians ; they poflefled three of the eight 
quarters of the city ; and his independent tri- 
bunal was compofed of fix judges, four counfel- 
lors, two chamberlains, two fifcal advocates, and 
a conflable. Their long experience of the Eaflern 
trade enabled them to feleft their portion with 
difcernment: they had raftily accepted the do- 
minion and defence of Adrianople ; J)ut it was 
the more reafonable aim of their policy to form 
a chain of factories, and cities, and iflands, 
along the maritime coaft, from the neighbour- 
hood of Ragufa to the Hellefpont and the Bof- 
phorus. The labour and coft of fuch extenfive 
conquefts exhaufted their treafury ; they aban- 

• Their ftyle was dominus quartae partis et dimidiae imperii Romaniy 
till Giovanni Dolfino, who was elected doge in the year 1356 (Sanuto> 
p.530« 64i.)« For the goremment of Conftantinople, fee4)ucange, 
Hifioire de C.P. L 37. 

doned 
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doned their maxims of government, adopted a CHAP, 
feudal fyftem, and contented themfelves with the . ' - -'_lj 
homage of their nobles', for the poffeflions which 
thefe private vaffals yndertook to reduce and 
maintain. And thus it was, that the family of 
•Sanut acquired the duchy of Naxos, which in- 
volved the greateft part of the Archipelago. For 
•the price of ten thoufand marks, the republic 
purchafed of the Marquis of Montferrat the fer- 
tile ifland of Crete or Caudia with the ruins of 
an hundred cities '^ ; but its improvement was 
ilinted by the proud and narrow fpirit of an arit 
tocracy"; and the wifeft fenators would confefs 
that the fea, not the land, was the treafury of 
St. Mark. In the moiety of the adventurers, the 
Marqtiis Boniface might claim the molt liberal 
reward ; and, beiides the ifle of Crete, his ex- 
clufion from the throne was compenfated by the 
royal title and the provinces beyond the Helles- 
pont. But he prudently exchanged that diftant 
and difficult conqueft for the kingdom of Thefla- 
lonica or Macedonia, twelve days journey from 
the capital, where he might be Supported by the 

^ Ducange (Hift. de C. P. u. 6.) has marked theconquefts made by 
the ftate or nobles of Venice of the iflands of Candla» Corfu» Cephaloniat 
Zante> Kaxosy Paros, Melosi Andros^ Mycone^ Scyroy Cea, and 
Lemnos* 

'^ BoQiface fold the ifle of Candia» Auguft 129 A. D. iao4« See the 
a£^ in Sanutoy p*533.: but I cannot underftand how it cotild be his 
mother's portionyor howihecould be the daughter of anEmperor Alexius. 

'^ In the year zsriy the doge Peter Zani fent a colony to Candia» 
•drawn from every quarter of Venice. But in their favage manners, and 
frequent rebellions^ the Candiots may be compared to the Corficans 
under the yoke of Genoa: and when I compare the accounts of Belon 
.and Tournefort, I cannot difcern much tiilference between the Vene- 
tian and the Turkiih ifland* 

neigh- 
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<: H A P. neigbbouring powers of his brother^in-Iaw the 
^^' King of Hungary. His progrefs was hailed by 
the voluntary or reluctant acclamations of the 
natives J and Greece, the proper and ancient 
Greece, again received a Latin conqueror", who 
trod with indifference that claffic ground. He 
viewed with a carelefs eye the beauties of the 
valley of Tempe; traverfed with a cautious ftep 
the ftreights of Thermopyls; occupied the un- 
known cities of Thebes, Athens, and Argos; 
and aflaulted the fortifications of Corinth and 
Napoli'S which reiifted his arms. The lots of 
the Latin pilgrims were regulated by chance, 
or choice, or fubfequent exchange; and they 
abufed, with intemperate joy, the triumph over 
the lives and fortunes of a great people. After a 
minute fiirvey of the provinces, they weighed in 
the fcales of avarice the revenue of each diflriS:, 
the advantage of the iituation, and the ample or 
Cbanty fupplies for the maintenance of foldiers 
a^d horfes. Their prefumption claimed and 
4jivided the long4ofl dependencies of the Roman 
fceptre: the Nile and Euphrates rolled through 
their imaginaiy realms; and happy was the war- 
rior who drew for his prii:e the palace of the 

" Villchardouin (N'i59» i6o. 173— 177.) and Nicctas (p.387— 
3f4.) defcribe the expedition into Gree^pe of the Marquit Boniface* 
llie Choniate might derive his information from hia bixAher lOichaely 
Archbiihop of AthenB» whom he paint9 aa an oratoTi a iiatefman» and a 
faint. Hisencomiumof Athens, and the deibiptioa of Tempeyfliould 
h^ publiihed from the Bodleian MS. of Nicetas (Fabric. BiUiot. Grsec 
torn. vi. p. 405.)> and would have deferyed Mr.Harria's inqoiries. 

'^ Nappli di RoI|^uua, or Nauplla, the ancient iea-port of Argos, Is 
ftill ^ plm:^ of fire^gth and cofideiration, iitu^ on a rocky penhifida* 
with a good harbour (Chandler's Travels into Greecei p. 2a7.> 

Turkifli 
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Turkiih fiiltan of Iconium?^ I Ihall not defcend chap* 
to the pedigree of families and the rent-roll of , ^^* 
eftates, but I wifli to fpecify that the Counts of 
Blois and St. Pol were invefted with the duchy 
of Nice and the lordfliip of Dqmotica '^ ; the 
principal fiefs were held by the fervice of con,- 
ftable, chamberlain, cup-bearer, butler, and chief 
cook ; and our hiflorian, Jeffrey.of Villehardouin, 
obtained a fair eflabliihment on the banks of the 
Hebrus, and united the double office of marihal 
of Champagne and Romania. At the head of 
his knfghts and archers, each baron mounted on 
horfeback to fecure the pofleffion of his fharey 
and their firfl effi>rts were generally fuccefsful* 
But the public force was weakened by their dit 
perfion ; and a thoufand quarrels mufl arife under 
a law, and kmong men, whofe fole umjHte was 
thefword. Within three months after the con* 
queft of Conftantinople, the Emperor and the 
King of Theffalonica drew their hoftile followers 
into the field ; they were reconciled by the au- 
thority of th^ doge, the advice of the marfhal^ 
and the firm freedom of their peers '^ 

'^ I haTe foftened the ezprd&on of Nicetas^ who ftrives to ei^ot^ 
the prefumption of the Franks. See de Rebus poft C. P. expugnatum, 
p. 375—384. 

'^ A city- fairounded by the river Heb^, and 0x leagues to Hm 
fouth of Adrianople, received from its double wall the Greek name of 
Dldymoteichosy infenfibly . corrupted into Demotica and Dimot* I 
have preferred the more convenient and modem appellation of Do* 
motica* Tins place was the laft Turkiih readsnce of Charles XII. 

■^ Their quarrel is told by TiUehardouin (N"" 146-^589) with the 
%)irit of firecdom. The merit and reputatidn of die marihal are ao< 
knowledged by the Gnek hiftorian (p. 387.)^ fbiy« wtftt to»$ Atmmn 
iwdtfiiw fya^wfjiMni imlike fome mbden h«oes» whaiih cxpkiits aie 
•nly vifibk in their oiwn mesBoin. 

Two 
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» Two fugitives, who had reigned at Conftanti- 
nople, ftill afferted the title of Emperor ; and the 
Revolt of fubjedls of their fallen throne might be moved ta 
theGrMks, pj^y jjy the misfortunes of the elder Alexius, or 
iao4, &c. excited to revenge by the fpirit of Mourzoufle. A 
domeftic alliance, a common intereft, a iimilar 
guilt, and the merit of extinguilDhing his enemies, 
a brother and a nephew, induced the more recent 
ufurper to unite with the former the relics of his 
power. Mourzoufle was received with fmiles and 
bonours in the camp of his father Alexius; but 
the wicked can never love, and Ihould rarely truft, 
their fellow criminals: he was feized in the 
bath, deprived of his eyes, dripped of his troops 
and treafures, and turned out to wander an obje£t 
of horror and contempt to thofe who with more 
propriety could hate, and with more juftice could 
punifti, the aflaffin of the Emperor Ifaac and his 
fon. As the tyrant, purfued by fear or remorfe, 
was ftealing over to Afia, he was feized by the 
Latins of Conftantinople, and condemned, after 
an open trial, to an ignominious death. His 
judges debated the mode of his execution , the 
axe, the wheel, or the flake j and it was refolved 
tliat Mourzoufle '^ fliould afcend the Theodofian 
column, a pillar of white marble of one hundred 
and forty-feven feet in height '*. From the fum- 

mit 

?' $ee die fate of Monrzoufley in Nicetas (p»393.)» ViUehardouin 
{N° 141 — Z45. i6$J), and Guntherus (caoy ax.). Neither the mar- 
Ihal nor the monk afford a gndn of pity for a tyrant or rebel, whole 
pumflunenty howevery was more unexampled than his crime. 

'^ The column of Arcadiusy. which reprefents in .baflb relievo his vie- 
torie8> or thofe of his father Theodofiusi is fiill extant at Conftanti* 

' Bople* 
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mit he was call down headlong, and dafhed in ^ ?^^ 
pieces on the pavement, in the prefence of in- <— -y,,-^ 
numerable fpedlators, who filled the forum of 
Taurus, and admired the accomplifliment of an 
old predi6lion, which was explained by this fin- 
gular event ''. The fate of Alexius is lefs tra- 
gical : he was fent by the Marquis a captive to 
Italy, and a gift to the King of the Romans ; but 
he had not much to applaud his fortune, if the 
fentence of imprifonment and exile were changed 
from a fortrefs in the Alps to a monaftery in 
Afia. But his daughter, before the national ca- 
lamity, had been given in marriage to a young 
hero who continued the fucceflion, and reftored 
the throne, of the Greek princes *°. The valour Theodore 
of Theodore Lafcaris was fignalifed in the two ^*fcaria, 
fieges of Conftantinople, After the flight of ofNice!^ 
Mourzoufle, when the Latins were already in ^.D. 
the city, he offered himfelf as their emperor to "jjj[7 
the foldiers and people: and his ambition, 
which might be virtuous, was undoubtedly 
brave. Could he have infufed a foul into the 



nople. It U defcribed and meafuredy Gylliue (Topograpn. iv. 7.), Ban- 
duri (ad 1. i. Antiquit. C. P. p. 5079 &c.)^ and Toumefort (Voyage da 
Levanty tom-ii. lettre xii. p. %$i>y 

'' The nonfenfe of Gunther and the modern Greeks concerning this 
nlumnafatidicay is unworthy of notice ; but it is lingular enough that 
fifty years before the Latin conqueft^ the poet Tzetes (Chiliad, ix. 277.) 
relates the dream of a matron, who faw an army in the forum, and a 
man fitting on the column, clapping his handsy and uttering a loud 
exclamation. 

^ The dynaities of Nice, Trebizond, and Epirus (of which Nicetas 
fitw the origin .without much pleafure or hope), are learnedly ex- 
plored, and clearly reprefented^ in the Famili« Byzantinae of 
JXicaJige. 

-.mul- 
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CHAP, multitude, they might have crulhied the ftrangers 
^^^^ under their feet : their abje£l delpair refufed hiar 
aid, and Theodore retired to breathe the air of 
freedom in Anatolia, beyond the immediate 
view and purfuit of the conquerors. Under the 
title, at firft of defpot, and afterwards of empe- 
ror, he drew to his llandard the bolder fpirits, 
who were fortified againil flavery by the con- 
tempt of life ; and as every means was lawful for 
the public fafety, implored without fcruple the 
alliance of the Turkifti fultan. Nice, where 
Theodore eftablifhed his refidence, Pnila and 
Philadelphia, Smyrna and Ephefus, opened 
their gates to their deliverer : he derived 
ilrength and reputation from his vi6tories, and 
even from his defeats : and the fucceffor of Con- 
ftantine preferved a fragment of the empire from 
the banks of the Maeander to the fuburbs of Ni- 
The dtikw comedia, and at length of Conftantinople, An- 
row^^ other portion, diftant and obfcure, was poffeffed 
hizoncL by the lineal heir of the Comneni, a fon of the 
virtuous Manuel, a grandfbn of the tyrant An- 
dronicus. His name was Alexius ; and the epi- 
thet of great was applied perliaps to his ftature,. 
rather tfaait to his exploits. . By the indulgence of 
the Angeli, he was appointed governor or duke 
of Trebizond *' j his birth gave him ambition, 

" Except fomc fa^ in Pachymer arid Nicephorus Gregoras, which 
win hereafter be ufed, the Byzantine writers difdain to fpeak of the 
empire of Trebizond» or principality of the Lazi ; and among the 
Latins^ it is con^cuous only in the romances of the xivth or xvth 
ceitttiries. Yet the indefat^ablfe Ducaiige hats dug out (Fam. Byz. 
p. 191.) twt> authentic paflages in Vincent cf fieauvais (1. xxxi. c. I44«}^ 
aad the protonotary Ogeriut (apud Wadisgi A« D. 1^794 N' 4.). 

the 
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the revotution independence; and without 
changing his title, he reigned in peace from 
Sinope to the Phaiis, along the coafl of the 
Black Sea. His namelefs fon and fucceflbr is 
defcribed as the vaffal of the fultan, whom he 
ferved with two hundred lances; that Comnenian 
Prince was no more than Duke of Trebizond, 
and the title of Emperor was firft aiTumed by 
the pride and envy of the grandfon of Alexius. 
In the Weft, a third fragment was iaved from ^ ^ 
the common fhipwreck by Michael, a baftard Epiras. 
of the houfe of Angeli, who, before the revo- 
lution, had been known as an hoftage, a foldier, 
and a rebel. His flight from the camp of the 
Marquis Boniface fecured his freedom ; by his 
marriage with the governor's daughter, he com- 
manded the important place of Durazzo, afl 
fumed the title of defpot, and founded a flrong 
and confpicuous principality in Epirus, iBtolia, 
and Theffaly, which have ever been peopled by 
a warlike race. The Greeks, who had offered 
their fervice. to their new fovereigns, were ex- 
cluded by the haughty Latins" from all civil and ^ 
military honours, as a nation born to tremble 
and obey. Their refenttnent prompted them to 
ihew that they might have been ufeful friends, 
fince they could be dangerous enemies; their 



^ The portrait of tihe French Latins is drawn in Nicetas by the 
hand of pr^udice and refentment : nlvf rtn ttiKKtn t6fm tii Af^ ipy« 
wa^ouni^tfiXfiff^cu nfuxorrof aAX' «)i riq rm ;i^«piT«w ii rvi imaw vofo^ 
TDK fiaf$afoii THTon tTTt^vn^irth xa» vecf» rten m/mm tv» fvavf nr»f 

nerves 
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CHAP nerves were braced by adverfity; whatever was 
learned or holy, whatever was noble or valiant, 
rolled away into the independent ftates of Tre- 
bizond, Epirus, and Nice; and a fingle patri- 
cian is marked by the ambiguous praife of at- 
tachment and loyalty to the Franks. The vul- 
gar herd of the cities and the country would . 
have gladly fubmitted to a mild and regular fer- 
vitude ; and the tranfient diforders of war 
would have been obliterated by forae years of 
induftry and peace. B^ut peace was banifhed, 
and induftry was cruflied, in the diforders of 
the feudal fyftem. The Roman Emperors of 
Conftantinople, if they were endowed with abi- 
lities, were armed with power for the prote6tion 
of their fubje£ts : their laws were wife, and their 
adminiftration was fimple. The Latin throne 
was filled by a titular prince, the chief, and 
often the fervant, of his licentious confederates; 
the fiefs of the empire, from a kingdom to a 
caftle, were held and ruled by the fword of the 
barons : and their difcord, poverty, and ig- 
norance, extended their ramifications of tyranny 
to the mofl; fequeftered villages. The Greeks 
were oppreflTed by the double weight of the prieft, 
who was invefted with temporal power, and of 
the foldier, who wjas inflamed by fanatic hatred ; 
and the infuperable bar of religion and language 
for ever feparated.the ftranger and the native. 
As long as the crufaders were united at Con- 
ftantinople, the memory of their conqueft, 
and the terror of their arms, impofed filence on , 
the captive land ; their dilperfion betrayed the 
2 fmaUne& 
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fmallnefs of tljeir numbers and the defe6ls of c H A p. 
their difcipline ; and fome failures and mifchances ^^^'^ 
revealed the fecret, that they were not invincible. 
As the fear of the Greeks abated, their hatred in- 
creafed. They murdered ; they confpired; and 
before a year of flavery had elapfed, they im» 
plored, or accepted, the fuccour of a Barbarian, 
whofe power they had felt, and wbofe gratitude 
they trufted *'. 

The Latin conquerors had been faluted with a The BuU 
folemn and early embafly from John, or Joannice, g**^" war, 
of Calo-John, the revolted chief of the Bu]ga« jzqs\ 
rians and Walachians. He deemed himfelf their 
brother, as the votary of the Roman pontiff, 
from whom he had received the regal title and an 
holy banner; and in the fubverfion of the Greek 
monarchy, he might afpire to the name of their 
friend and accomplice. But Calo^John was ado* 
nilhed to find, that the Count of Flanders had 
aflumed the pomp and pride of the fuccefTors of 
Conftantine; and his ambafladors were difmiifed 
with an haughty mefiage, that the rebel mufl de-^ 
ferve a pardon, by touching with bis forehead 
the footftool of the Imperial throne. His refent^ 
ment *^ would have exhaled in a6ls of violence 
and blood : his cooler policy watched the rifing 
difcontent of the Greeks^ affected a tender con* 

'^ I here begin to ujEe^ with freedom and confidepce, tbe eight books / 
of the Hifloire de C. P. fous I'Empire des Fnin^oisy which Ducange iias 
given as a fupplement to Villehiurdouin j and which> in a barbarous 
ftykf deferves the praife of an original and claific work. 

** In Calo-John's anfwer t9 the pope> we may find .his claims^and 
t^ompbunts (Gefia Innocent* III. (• zo3i XP9.) : he was cheriihed 4I 
Home as ihfi prodigal fon . 

yoL^-^i, s cern 
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G H A P, cern for their fufferit^; and promifedi that thefif 
^^- firft ftruggles for freedom ihould be fuppbtted by 
his perfbn attd kingdonn. The confpiracy wa» 
pro{)agated by national hatred^ the firmed band 
of affociation and fecrecy : the Greeks Were impa^ 
tient to flieath their daggers in the breafts of th^ 
viftorious flraingers; but the execution was pru- 
dently delayed, till Henry, the Emperor's brother^ 
had tranlported the flower of his troo{^s be3rond 
the HelteQ>ont« Mt>ft of the towns and villages 
of iThrace were true to die tn<^ment and the fignal: 
atid the Latins, without arms or fufpicion^ were 
ilaughtered by the vile and mercile& revenge of 
their flave^ From Denrotica, the firft feene of 
the maflacfe, the furviving vaflals of the Count 
of St-Pol efcaped to Adrianople; but the Fl-ench 
and Venetians, who occupied that city, were 
flain or expelled by the furious multitude j tl^ 
garrifons that could effeA dieir retreat fell back 
on each other towards the metropolis ; and the 
fortrefles, tfaatfeparately ftood againft the rebels^ 
Were ignorant of each other's and of their fove* 
reign's fate. The voice of fame and fear an* 
nounced the revolt of the Greeks and the rapid 
approach of their &ilgarian ally; and Calo- Jofan^ 
not depending on the forces of his own kingdcun^ 
bad drawn from the Sqylliian wildernefi a bodjr 
of fourteen thoufand Comans, who drank, as it 
wasfaid, the blood of their Captives, and facrificed 
the Chriftians on the altars of their gods ■ ^ 

Alarmed 

** The Comans were a f arfcar or Turkman hord, which encamped 
in the ziith aad xiiith centuiies 9a the yerge «f Moldavia. The 

freattr 
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Alarmed by this fudden and growing danger, g H A p, 

the Emperor difpatched a fwift mefleoger to recal 

CoMiit Henry and his troops ; and had Baldwin 

expected the return of his gallant brother, with 

a Aipply of twenty thoufand Armenians, he might 

have encpantered the invader with equal numbers 

and a decifive fuperiority of arms and difcipline. 

But the fpirit of chivalry could feldom difcrimi* 

nate caution from cowardice ; and the Emperor 

took the field with an hundred and forty knights, 

and their train of archers and ferjeants. The 

marfhal, who difluaded and obeyed, led the van* 

guard in their march to Adrianople ; the main 

body was commanded by the Count of Blois ; 

the aged Doge of Venice followed with the rear; 

and their fcanty numbers were increafed from all 

fides by the fugitive Latins. They undertook to 

befiege the rebels of Adrianople ; and fuch was 

the pious tendency of* the crulades, that they 

employed the holy week in pillaging the country 

for their fubfiftence, and in framing engines for 

the deftru£iion of their fellow-chriftians* But 

the Latins were foon interrupted and alarmed by 

the light cavalry of the Comans, who boldly 

ikirmiihed to the edge of their imperfe6t lines : 

and a proclamation was iflued by the Marihal of 

Romania, that, on the trumpet's found, the ca* 

valry fhould mount and form ; but that none, 

under pain of death, fliould abandon themfelves 

grcatflr ^Mrt were pxpatt^ but fatat mreis Mahometant» and dw 
<rii9fe kanl vn» conYerted to Chriaiaaky (A«p. 1730) by Ijewit 
Kbg of HuDgary. 

8 2 to 
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c H A P. to a defultory and dangerous purfUit. This wife 

\J^-^ injunftion was firft difobeyed by the Count of 

Blois, who involved the Emperor in his raftinefi 

and ruin. The Comans; of the Parthian or Tar-^ 

tar fchool, fled before their firfl; charge; but 

after a career of two leagues, when the knights 

and their horfes were almoll breathlefs, they fud- 

denly turned, rallied and encompaffed the heavy 

Pcfeat and fquadrons of the Franks. The Count was flain on 

of filid^, the field; the Emperor was made prifoner; and 

A. D. if the one difdained to fly, if the other refufed 

. ^^^* to yield, their perfonal bravery made a poor 

atonement for their ignorance, or negledtof the 

duties of a general *\ 

Proud of his vi6lory and his royal prize, the 
Bulgarian advanced to relieve Adrianople and 
atchieve the defl:ru6iion of the Latins. They 
muft inevitably have been defl;royed, if the Mar- 
flial of Romania had not difplay ed a cool courage 
and confummate fkill : uncommon in all ages, 
but moll uncommon in thofe times, when war 
was a paffion, rather than a fcience. His grief 
the Latins, and fears were poured into the firm and faithful 
bofbm of the doge; but in the camp he diflTufed 
an aflurance of fafety, which could only be re- 
alized by the general belief. All day he main- 
tained his perilous fixation between the city and 
the Barbarians: Villehardouin decamped in 

^ Nicetasy from ignorance or inalicey imputes the defeat to the 
cowardice of Dandolo (p. 383.) ; but Villehardouin ihares his own 
glory with his venerable friend^ qui viels home ere et gote ne veott^ 
19SUS mult ere fages et prens et vigueros (N'' i^^.y 

filence, , 



or THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 261 

ilence, at the dead of night; and his mafterly re- C H A P. 
treat of three days, would have deferved the praife 
of Xenophon and the ten thoufand. In the rear 
themarfhal fupported the weightof thepurfuit; in 
the front he moderated the impatience of the fu- 
gitives ; ^and wherever the Comans approached, 
they were repelled by a line of impenetrable 
fpears. On the third day, the weary troops be- 
held the fea, the folitary town of Rodofto *% and 
their friends, who had landed from the Afiatic 
(hore. They embraced, they wept ; but they 
united their arms and councils ; and, in his bro- 
ther's abfence. Count Henry affumed the regency 
of the empire, at once in a ftate of childhood and 
caducity *^ If the Comans withdrew from the 
fummer heats, feven thoufand Latins, in the hour 
of danger, deferted Conftantinople, their bre- 
thren, and their vows. Some partial fuccefs 
wa3 overbalanced by the lofs of one hundred 
^nd twenty knights in the field of Rufium; 
and of the Imperial domain, no more was left 
than the capital, with two or three adjacent 
fortreffes on the fhores of Europe and Afia. 
The King of Bulgaria was refiftlefs and inexor- 
able ; and CaloJohn refpe6lfully eluded the 
demands of the Pope, who conjured his new 



*7 The truth of geography, and the original text of TiUehardouin 
(N^ 194.), place Rodofto three days journey (trois joumees) from Adri*. 
nople : but Vigenere, in his verfion,'ha8 moft abfurdly fubftituted trois 
heures ; and this error, which is not correAed by Ducange, has en- 
trapped feveral modems, whofe names I Ihall fpare. 

^ The reign and end of Baldwin are related by ViUehardouin and 
Nicetas (p. 386 — 416.) : and their omiffions are fupplied by Ducange 
in his Obferyations, and to the end of his firft book* 

s 3 profelyte 
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CHAP, profelyte to reftore peace and the Emperor ta 
^^ '^ the »ffli6ted Latins. The deliverance of Bald- 
win was no longer, he faid, in the power of 
Death of man : that prince died in prifon ; and the man- 
perorr* ^^^ ^^ ^*^ death is varioufly related by ignorance 
and credulity. The lovers of a tragic legend 
will be pleafed to hear, that the royal captive 
was tempted by the amorous queen of the Bul- 
garians ; that his chafte refufal expofed him to 
the falfehood of a woman and the jealoufy <^ a 
favage ; that his hands and feet were fevered 
from his body ; that his bleeding trunk was caft 
among the carcafes of dogs and horfes ; and that 
he breathed three days, before he was devoured 
by the birds of prey*^ About twenty years 
afterwards, in a wood of the Netherlands, an 
hermit announced himfelf as the true Baldwin, 
the Emperor of Conllantinople, and lawful to- 
vereign of Flanders. He related the wonders 
of his efcape, his adventures, and his penance, 
among a people prone to believe and to rebel; 
and, in the firft tranfport, Flanders acknowledged 
her loTig-loft fbvereign. A ihort examination be- 
fore the French court detected the impoftor, who 
was puniihed with an ignominious death ; but 
the Flemings ilill adhered to the pleafing error ; 
and the Countefs Jane is accufed by the graveft 



^^ After bruihing away all doubtful and improbable circumfiancesf 
we may prove the death of Baldwin, i. By the firm belief of the French 
barons (Villehardouin> N*' a30.)> a* By the declaration of Calo-John 
himielfy who excufes hid not releafing the captive £mpen>r> quia 
debitum cfmis exMysnt c\im carcere teneretur (Ge0a Innocent, m* 
c. io9.)» 

hiilorians 
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faiftoqftns of ikprificing to h?r ambition the life c hap. 
qf an unfortunate father *'. t^^^^l^ 

In all civilized hoftility, a treaty is eflabliihed Reign and 
for the exchange or ranfpm of prifoners ; and if ^*^t^, 
their captivity be prolonged, their condition is A.D.* 
known, and they ar^ treated according to their ^^^'^^ 
vmk with hurpapity or honour. But the favage iii6, 
Bulgarian was a ftranger to the laws of war ; his ^""^ "* 
prifona w^re involved in darknefs and filence ; 
and above a year elapfed before the Latins could 
be afiUred of the death of Baldwin^ before his 
brother, the regent Henry, would conient to af- 
fume the title of emperor. His moderation was 
s^plauded by the Greeks as an a£t of rare and 
inimitable virtue. Their light and perfidious 
ambition waa eager to feize or anticipate the 
moment pf a vacancy, while a law of fucceiSon, 
the guardian both of the prince and people, was 
gradually defined and confirmed in the here- 
ditary monar<:hies of Eurcfie. In the fupport 
of tlie £aflein empire, Henry was gradually 
left without an affociate, as the heroes of the 
cruiade retired from the world or from the war. 
The doge of Venice, the venerable Dandolo^ 
in the Mhiefs of years and glory, funk into 
the grave. The Marquis of Montferrat was 
flowly recalled frpm the Feloponneiian war to 
the yeveqgp of ipaldwia and the defence of 
Thefiyonica* Some nice difputes of feudal 



^ See the fiory olthis impoftor f roi^ 4^ Freoph and Flemyh writ- 
ers in Ducapge> 1^ de C P. iii. 9. ; and the ridlciUoiis fables, that 
vere believe^ by the monks of St. Alban'si in Matthe^ Parisj ^ift^ 
Major, p«»7i,a7a» 

8 4 homage 
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€ H A i^. homage atid fervice were reconciled in a pfif-* 
^ ^' , fonal interview between the Emperor and the 
King I they were firmly United by .mutual efteenoi 
and the common danger j and their alliance wa^ 
fealed by the nuptial of Henry with the daugh- 
ter of the Italian prince. He foon deplored the 
lofs of his friend and father* At the perfuafion 
of fome faithful Greeks, Boniface made a bold 
and fuccefsful inroad among the hills of Rho<* 
dope : the Bulgarians fled on his approach ; they 
aflembled to harrafs his retreat* On the intel- 
ligence that his rear was attacked, without wait- 
ing for any defenfive armour, he leaped on 
horfeback, couched his lance, and drove the 
enemies before him ; but in the rafh purfuit he 
was pierced with a mortal wound j and the 
head of the King of Theffalonica was prefented 
to Calo-John, who enjoyed the honours, without 
the merit, of vi£iory. It is here, at this melan* 
choly event, that the pen or the voice of JeflTrey of 
Villehardouin feems to drop or to expire ''; and 
if he dill exercifed his military office of marfhal 
of Romania, his fubfequent exploits are buried 
in oblivion ^*. The chara6ter of Henry was 
not unequal to his arduous fituation : in the fiege 



^' VUlehardouin, N° 457. 1' quote, with regret, this lamtotabfc 
ednclufion, where we lofe at once the original hiftorf, and the rich 
iUufirations of Ducange. The laft pages may deriye fome light from 
Henry's two epifties to Innocent DI. (Gefta, c. Z069 Z07.). 

^ The Marlhal was alive in laxi, but he probably died ibon 
difterwards, without returning to France (Ducange, Obfervations fur 
Villehardouin, p. 23Z.). His fief of Meffinople, the gift of Boniface, 
was the ancient Maximianopolis, which flourifhed in the time of 
Amauaoxus MarceUlnusi among the cities of Thrace. (N"* 141.). 

of 
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of Gonftantinople, and beyond the Hellefpont, he c H A e, 
had deferved the fame of a valiaiit knight and a ^Xl. * 
Ikilful commander ; and his courage was tern* 
pered with a degree of prudence and mildnefs un- 
known to his impetuous brother. In the double 
war againft the Greeks of Alia and the Bul- 
garians of Europe, he was ever the foremoft on 
ihipboard or on horfeback ; and though he cau* 
tioufly provided for the fuccefs of his arms, the 
drooping Latins were often roufed by his example 
to fave and to fecond their fearlefe Emperor. But 
fuch efforts, and fome fupplies of men and money 
from France, were of lefs avail than the errors, 
the cruelty, and death of their moft formidable 
adverfary. When the defpair of the Greek fub- 
je6ls invited Calo-John as their deliverer, they 
hoped that he would protect their liberty and 
adopt their laws: they were foon taught to com« 
p^e the degrees of national ferocity, and to exe- 
crate the favage conqueror, who no longer dit 
fembled his intention of difpeopling Thrace, of 
demoliihing the cities, and of traniplanting the 
inhabitants beyond the Danube. Many towns 
and villages of Thrace were already evacuated ; 
an heap of ruins marked the place of Philippo«> 
polis, and a fimilar calamity was expe&ed at De- 
motica and Adrianople, by the firft authors of 
the revolt. They raifed a cry of grief and repent-* 
ance to the throne of Henry; the Emperor alone 
had the magnanimity to forgive and trull them« 
No more than four hundred knights, with theit 
feijeants and archers, could be aflembled under 
his banner; and with this flender force he fought 

and 
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q H A F. and Fepulfed the Bulgarian, who^ befides his in« 
f^ntry, was at the head of forty thoufand horfe. 
In this eij^pedition, Henry felt the difference be- 
tween i^n hoftile and a friendly country; the re- 
maining cities were preferved by his arms ; and 
the favage, with ihame a>nd lofs, was compelled 
to relinquilh his prey. The fiege of Theilalonica 
was tH^ laft of the evils which Calo-John inflicted 
c^ fu£fef ed : he was ilabbed in the night in his 
tent ; and the general, perhaps the aflaflin, who 
found him Weltering in his blood, afcribed the 
blow with general applaufe to the lance of St. 
iPemetrius ". After ieveral vi&ories, the pru- 
dence of Henry concluded an honourable peace 
with the fucceflbr of the tyrant, and with the 
Greek pjnnoes of Nice and Epirus. If be ceded 
ibme doubtful limits, an ample kisigdom was re« 
ierved for himfelf and his feudatories ; and his 
reign» which lafted only ten years, afforded a 
Ibort interval of profperity and peace. Far above 
the narrow policy of Baldwin and Boniface, he 
freely entrufted to the Greeks the moil important 
offices of the Hate and army : and his liberality 
of fentiment and prad;ice, was the more fea&a. 
able^ as the princes of Nice and Epirus had al% 
ready learned to feduce and employ the merce- 
nary valour of the Latins. It was the aim of 
Henry to unite md reward his deferving fubjedts 
ef every nation and language $ but he appeared 



^ The church of this patron of TheiDlaloiiica was ferved by the canons 
«f iJie holy fepulchre» and contained a divine ointment w^ch diftilled 
daily an4 ftupendous miracles (pucangei Hill, de C. P. ii. 4.> 
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left foUcitows to accompliflx the impra6licable chap. 
union of the two churches. Pelagius, the pope's v«i^ 
legate, who a£ted ^s the fovereign of Conftan- 
tinople, had interdicted the worfhip of theGreeks, 
and fternly ii»pof^d the payment of tithes, the 
double proceffion of the Holy Ghoft, and a 
blind obedience to the Roman pontiff. A% the 
weaker party, they pleaded the duties of con- 
fcience, and implored the rights of toleratiou : 
*^ Our bodies,'* they faid, ** are Caefar's, but 
** our fouls belong only to God." The perfe- 
cution was checked by the flrmnefs of the Em- 
peror ^* ; and if we can believe that the fame 
prince was poifoned by the Greeks themfelves, 
we muft entertain a contemptible idea of the 
fenfe and gratitude of mankind. His valour was 
a vulgar attribute, which he fliared with ten thou- 
fand knights ; but Henry poflefled the fuperior 
courage to oppofe, in a fuperftitious age, the 
pride and avarice of the clergy. In the cathedral 
of St. Sophia he prefumed to place his throne on 
th€ right-hand of the patriarch ; and this pre- 
fumption excited the Ibarpeftcenfure of Pope 
Innoaent the Third. By a ialutary ediO;, one of 
the firft examples of the laws of mortmain, h^ 
prohibited the alienation of fiefs ; many of the 
Latins, defirous of returning to Europe, refigned 
their eilates to the church for a fpiritual or tem- 
poral reward; thefe holy lands were immediately 
difcharged from military fervice ; and a colony of 

.^ Acvopolita (e. 17.) oblkrvcs tM peribeuHoa of t^e bg«te, and iim 
tokratioa otUeary (Efi u. be calk him), nKv^m^ nm^r^fM^ 

foldiers 
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CHAP, foldiers would have been gradually traMformed 
^^^' I into a college of priefts ^^ 

The virtuous Henry died at Theffalonica, in 
Courtenay, ^he defence of that kingdom, and of an infant^ 
Emperorof the fou of his friend Boniface. In the two firft 
nop^^" ^n^P^^ors of Conftantinople, the male line of the 
A. D. counts of Flanders was extin6t. But their fitter 
"^^' Yolande was the wife of a French prince, the 
mother of a numerous progeny ; and one of her 
daughters had married Andrew King of Hungary, 
a brave and pious champion of the crofs. By 
feating him on the Byzantine throne, the barons 
of Romania would have acquired the forces of a 
neighbouring and warlike kingdom ; but the pru- 
dent Andrew revered the laws of fucceffion ; and 
the princefs Yolande, with her hulband Peter of 
Courtenay, Count of Auxerre, was invited by the 
Latins to aflume the empire of the Eaft. The 
royal birth of his father, the noble origin of his 
mother, recommended to the barons of France 
the firft coufin of their king. His reputation was 
fair, his pofleflions were ample, and, in the bloody 
crufade againft the Albigeois, the foldiers and the 
priefts had been abundantly fatisfied of his Zealand 
valoun Vanity might applaud the elevation of a 
French emperor of Conftantinople; but prudence 
muft pity, rather than envy, his treacherous and 
imaginary greatne&. To aflert and adorn his 
title, he was reduced to fell or mortgage the beft 

^5 Sec the reign of Henry, in Ducange (Hift. de C. P. 1. u c. 35 — 
41. 1. ii. c. I-— aa.), who is much indebted to the £piitle« of the Popes. 
X^ Beau (Hift. du Bas Empire, tdm*xxi. p. 120-^x22.) lias found, 
perhaps in Doutreman, fome laws of Henry, which determined the 
fervice of fiefs^ and the prerogatiye of the emperor. 

of 
II 
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of liis patrimony. By thefe expedients, the libe- c H A p. 
rality of his royal kinfman Philip Auguftus, and ^^*^ 
the national ^irit of chivalry, he was enabled tp 
pafs the Alps at the head of one hundred and 
forty knights, and five thoufandfive hundred fer- 
jeants and archers. After fome hefitation. Pope 
Honorius the Third was perfuaded to crown the 
fucceffor of Conftantine : but he performed the 
ceremony in a church without the walls, left he 
ihould feern to imply or to beftow any right of 
fovereignty over the ancient capital of the empire. 
The Venetians had engaged to tranfport Peter 
and his forces beyond the Adriatic, and the Em- 
prefs, with her four children, to the Byzantine 
palace ; but they required, as the price of their 
fervice, that he ihould recover Durazzo from the 
defpot of Epirus. Michael Angelas, or Comne- 
nus, the firft of his dynafty, had bequeathed the 
fucceffion of his power and ambition to Theodore, 
his legitimate brpther, who already threatened 
and invaded the eftablifliments of the Latins. 
After difcharging his debt by a fruitlefs aflault, 
the Emperor raifed the fiege to profecute a long 
and perilous journey over land from Durazzo to 
Theflalonica. He was foon loft in the mountains 
of Epirus : the pafles were fortified ; his provi- 
fions exhaufted : he was delayed and deceived by 
a treacherous negociation ; and, after Peter of His capti^ 
Courtenay and the Roman legate had been ar- ^^ 
refted in a banquet, the French troops, without a. d. 
leaders or hopes, were eager to exchange their, '*i7— 
arms for the delufi ve promife of mercy and bread. '*'^' 
The Vatican thundered j and the impious Theo- 
dore 
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CHAP, dore was threatened with the vengeance of earth 
. ^^*^ ^d heaven j but the captive Emperor and his 
fbldiers were forgotten, and the reproaches of the 
Pope are confined to the imprifonment of his 
legate. No (boner was he fatisfied by the deli- 
verance of the prieft and a promife of fpiritual 
obedience, than he pardoned and protedled the 
deQ)0t of Epirus. His peremptory commands 
fufpended the ardour of the Venetians and the 
King of Hungaryj and it was only by a natural 
or untimely death ^^ that Peter of Courtenay was 
releafed from his hopelefs captivity ^^ 
i^bert The long ignoranceof hisfate, and the prefence 

«fcSni£n ^^ *^® lawful fovereign, of Yolande, his wife or 
tinopie, widow, delayed the proclamation 'of a new em- 
^^ peror. Before her death, and in the midft of 
i%%B. her grief, (he was delivered of a fon, who was 
named Baldwin, the lail and moft unfortunate 
of the Latin princes of Conflantinople. His birth 
endeared him to the barons of Romania ; but bis 
childhood would have prolonged the troubles of a 
minority, and his claims were fuperieded by the 
dder claims of his brethren* The firft of thefe^ 
Philip of Courtenay, who derived from his mo- 
ther the inheritance of Namur, had the wi£lom 
to prefer the fubftance of a marquiiate to the 

^ Aei^^lita (c. 14O lAvnsy Aat Peter of Courtenay died by the 
fword (s^y uax'H^ yvtwcr^ou) : but from his dark expreffionS) I 
Ihould conclude a pre^^om captivhyy u? ^»nai »^ dw i^na^ it^ttiftu 
erv9 wtun a%tuto%» The Ommide of Auxerre delays the exapenr'c 
d^Mh till the year xai9; and Auxerre is in the neighbourhood of 
Courtenay. 

^ Seethe reign and deathof Bettf «f CwntoiayyiiiDtcange^iift. 
de C. P. t.ii. c. aa— •»<.> who fieebly firiTes to excufe the n^leA of 
the cDperor hy Honoriut UL 

10 ihadow 
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ihadow of ati empire ; and oti his refuel) Robert, cli A p. 
the fecond of the fons of Peter and Yoktide, waa ^^ 
called to the throne of Conftantinople. Warned 
by his father's mifchance, he purfued his flo:w and 
fecure journey through Gerniany and along the 
Danube : a paflage was opened by his lifter's 
marriage with the King of Hungary ; and the 
Emperor Robert was crowned by the patriarch in 
the cathedral of St.Sophia. But his reign was 
an aera of calamity and dilgrace; and the colony, 
as it was ftyled, of New IFrance yielded on all 
fides to the Greeks of Nice and Epirus. After 
£t victory, which he owed to his perfidy rather 
than his courage, Theodore Angelus entered the 
kingdom of Theffalonica, expelled the feeble 
Demetrius, the fon of the Marquis Bonifa£e, 
ere6led his ftandard on the walls of Adrianople ; 
and added, by his vanity, a third or fourth name 
to the lift of rival emperors. The relics of the 
Afi^ic province were fwept away by John Va^ 
taceS) the fon^inJaw and fucceflbr of Theodore. 
Lafcaris, and who, in a triumphant reign of thirty<b 
three years, dilj)layed the virtues both of peac^ 
and war. Under his difcipline the fwords of th^ 
French mercena^ries we^e the moft effe^lual ia- 
ftrunlent of Ms cotaquefts, and their ddertidn 
froita. the fervice of their country was at once a 
fymptom and a catifb of the rifing afcebdant of 
the Greeks. By the conftru6lion of a fleet, h^ 
obtained the command of the Hellefpont, re- 
duced the iflands of Lefbos and Khodes, attack** 
edtfafe Venetianii<)f €andia, and intercepted the 
rare and jmrfimoiiious fUccpurs of the Weft* 

Once, 
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CHAP. Once, and once only, the I^tin emperor fent ati 
^^'_^ army againft Vataces ; and in the defeat of that 
army, the veteran knights, the laft of the original 
conquerors, were left on the field of battle* 
But the fuccefs of a foreign enemy was lefs pain- 
ful to the pufillanimous Robert than the infolence 
of his Latin fubjefils, who confounded the weak- 
nefs of the emperor and of the empire. His per- 
fonal misfortunes will prove the anarchy of Xhe 
government and the ferocioufnefs of the times. 
The amorous youth l>ad negledled his Greek 
bride, the daughter of Vataces, to introduce into 
the palace, a beautiful maid, of a private, though 
noble, family of Artois ; and her mother had 
been tempted by the luftre of the purple to for- 
feit her engagements with a gentleman of Bur- 
gundy. His love was converted into rage; he 
aflembled his friends, forced the palace gates^ 
threw the mother into the fea, and inhumanly 
cut off the nofe and lips of the wife or concubine 
of the Emperor. Inftead of punifliing the offend* 
er, the barons avowed and applauded the favage 
deed ^% which, as a prince and as a man, it was 
impofBble that Baldwin Ihould forgive. He 
eicaped from the guilty city to implore the juflice 
or compalfion of the pope: the Emperor was 
coolly exhorted to return to his ftation ; before 
he could obey, he funk under the weight of 
grie^ jttiame, and impotent refentment ^^ 

3® Marinus Sanutus (Secreta Fidelium Criicis, I. ii. p. 4. c. x8. p. 73.) 
is fo much ddlghted with this bicxxly deed, that he has tranfcribed it 
In his margin as a bonum exemplum* Yet he acknowledges ihe 
4ainfel fop the lawful wife of Robert. 

^ See the reign of Robert, in Ducange (Hift. de C. P. 1. iii. c i— - w.> 

It 
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It if^BS pnly in the age of chivalry, that valour c>h A P. 
^coujid afcend from a private ftation to the thrones , ^^'^ 
of Jerufalem and Conftantinople. The titular Baidwinn. 
kingdom of Jerufalem had devolved to Mary, and John 
the daughter of Ifabella and Conrad of Mont- Emi^^^' 
ferrat, and the grand-daughter of Almeriq profConftan- 
Amaury. She was given to John of Brienne, ^^l]^^ 
of a noble family in Champagne, by the public laaS— 
.voice, and the judgment of Philip Auguftus, ^^^'^\ 
who flamed him as the mpft worthy champion of 
the Holy Land *°. In the fifth crufade, he led 
^n hundred thoufand Latins to the conqueft 
of Egypt ; by him the fiege of Damietta was 
achieved j and the fubfequent failure was juftly 
afcribed to 1;he pride and avarice of the legate. 
After the marriage of his daughter with Fredeqc 
the fecond^', he was provoked by the Emperpr's 
ingratitude to accept the commai^d of the army 
.of the church ; and though fidyanced in life, and 
defpoiled of royalty, thefword.andfpiritof John 
jpf Brienne were ftill ready for the feryice of 
Chriftepdom. Jn the feven years of his brother*® 
xeign, Baldwin of Courtenay had not emerged 
from a ftate of childhood, and the barons, of 
Jlomania fqlt the ftrong neceffity of placing the 
fc^ptre in the hands of a man and an hero. The 

^ Rex.igltur Francises deliberadone .l^abit^ refpondit nuntik, fe da- 
turum hominem Syrise partibus aptum f in armis probum (preux)^ in 
bellis fecuruiQy in agendis providum, Johannem comitem Brennenfem. 
jSanuU JSecret. Fideliuniy Liii. p»xi. c. 4. p. 205. Matthew Parisy 
p. 159. 

^ Giannone (Iftoria Civile^ tom*ii. l.xvi. p. 380—385.) difcuflef 
•Ae marriage 6f Frederic II. with the daughter of John of Brienne^ 
and the double union of the crowns of Naples aukd Jerufalem,* 

VOL. XI. T . veteran 
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CHAP, veteran King of Jerufalem might have difdained 
, '_p the name and office of regent ; they agreed ta 
inveft him for his life with the title and preroga- 
tives of emperor, on the fole condition, that 
Baldwin fhould marty his fecond daughter, and 
fiicceed at a mature age to the throne of Conftan- 
tinople. The expe6lation, both of the Greeks 
and Latins, was kindled by the renown, the 
choice, and the prefence of John of Brienne: 
and they admired his martial afpe6l, his green 
and vigorous age of more than fourfcore years, 
and his fize and ftature, which furpafled the 
Common meafure of mankind**. But avarice, 
and the love of eafe, appeared to have chilled the 
-ardour of enterprife : his troops were diibanded, 
and two years rolled away without a6lion or 
honour, till he was awakened by the dangerous 
alliance of Vataces Emperor of Nice, and of 
Azan King of Bulgaria. They befieged Conftan- 
tinople by fea and land with an army of one 
hundred thouland men, and a fleet of three hun- 
dred fhips of war ; while the entire force of the 
Latin Emperor was reduced to one hundred and 
iixty knights, and a fmall addition of feijeants 
and archers. I tremble to relate, that inftead of 
defending the city, the hero made a fally at the 
head of his cavalry; and that of forty-eight fqua- 
drons of the enemy, no more than three efcaped 



^ Acropolita, c. 27. The hiftorian was at that time a boy* anfl 
educated at ConAantinople. In 12339 when he was eleven years oldf 
his father broke the Latin chain^ left a iplendid fortune and eicaped 
to ^ Greek CQiut-of Kice, where his Ton was ndfed to the higheft 
honours. 

from 
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From the edge of his invincible fword. Fired by c H A P. 
his^xample,the infantry and the citizens boarded 
the veffels that anchored clofe to the walls ; and 
twenty-five were dragged in triumph into the 
harbour of Couftantinople. At the fummons of 
the Emperor, the vaffals and allies armed in her 
defence ; broke through every obftacle that op- 
pofed their paflage ; and, in the fucceeding year, 
obtained a fecond vi6lory over the fame enemies. 
By the rude poets of the age, John of Brienne 
is compared to He6tor Roland, and Judas Ma- 
chabaeus ^ : but their credit, and his glory, re- 
ceives fome abatement from the filence of the 
Greeks. The empire was foon deprived of the 
lail of her champions ; and the dying monarch 
was ambitious to enter paradrfe in the habit of a 
Francifcan friar '^\ 

In the double victory of John of Brienne, 1 BaidwinH. 
cannot difcover the name or exploits of his pupil ^' 



Baldwin, who had attained the age of military'- March a.3, 

A.D. 

12619 

July »5, 



fervice, and who fucceeded to the Imperial dig- 



^' Plulip Mouflcesy Biihop of Toilrna7(AtD. 2274-^1 284)9 has coxn- 
pofed a poem, jpr rather a llring of verfes, in bad old Flemiih French^ 
on the Latin emperors of Conftantinople, which Ducange has publiihed 
at the end of Villehardouin ; fee p. 224* for the prowefs of John of 
Brienne. 

N'Aie, Eaor, Roll' ne Ogiers 

Ne Judas Machabeus li (iers 

Tant ne fit d'armes en eftors 

Com fift li Rois Jehans eel jors 

£t il defors et ii dedans 

La paru fa force et fes fens 

£t H hardiment qu'il avoit. 

^ See tl^e reign of Jolm de Brienne, in D^ican^i HifU de C. P. Liii« 

T 2 nity 
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nity on the deceafe of his adopted father^^ The 
royal youth was employed on a commiffion more 
fuitable to his temper ; he was fent to vifit the 
Weftern courts, of the Pope more efpecially, and 
of the King of France; to excite their pity by the 
view of his innocence and diftrefs; and to obtain 
fome fupplies of men or money for the relief of 
the finking empire. He thrice repeated thefe 
- mendicant vifits, in which he feemed to prolong 
his ftay, and poftpone his return; of the five-and- 
twenty years of his reign a greater number were 
Ipent abroad than at home ; and in no place did 
the Emperor deem himfelf lefs free and fecure 
than in his native country and his capital. On 
fome public occafions^his vanity might be foothed 
by the title of Auguftus, and by the honours of 
the purple ; and at the general council of Lyons, 
when Frederic the fecond was excommunicated 
and depofed, his Oriental colleague was enthroned 
on the right hand of the Pope. But how often 
was the eyile, the vagrant, the Imperial beggar, 
humbled with fcorn, infulted with pity, and de- 
graded in his own eyes and tliofe of the nations! 
In his firft vifit to England he was flopped at 
Dover by a fevere reprimand, that he fliould 
prefume^ without leave, to enter an independent 
kingdom. After fome delay, Baldwin, however, 
was permitted to purfue his journey, was enter- 
tained with cold civility, and thankfully departed 



f See the mgo of Baldwin U. till his expulfion from Conftantmopley 
In bucangS} Hi& de C. P. l.iv. c. 1—34. the end 1. v. c. i — 33. 

^ with 
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with a prefent of feven hundred marks ^\ From 
the avarice of Rome, he could only obtain the 
proclamation of a cruiade, and a treafure of in- 
dulgences : a coin, whofe currency was depre- 
ciated by too frequent and indifcriminate abufe. 
His birth and misfortunes recommended him to 
the generofity of his coufin Lewis the ninth ; but 
the martial zeal of the faint was diverted from 
Conftantinople to Egypt and Paleiline ; and the 
public and private poverty of Baldwin was aUe* 
viated, for a moment, by the alienation of the 
ipaj quifate of Namur and the lordfhip of Courte- 
nay, the laft remains of his inheritance ^^ By 
fuch fliameful or ruinous expedients, be once 
more returned to Romania, with an army of 
thirty thoufand foldiers, whofe numbers were 
doubled in the appVehenfion of the Greeks. His 
firil difpatches to France and England announced 
his victories and his hopes : he had reduced the 
country round the capital to the diftance of three 
days journey j and if he fucceeded againll an im^ 
portant, though namelefs, city (mod probably 
Chiorli), the frontier would be fafe and the pat 
iageacceffible. But thefeexpe6lations(if Baldwin 



*^ Mattbev Parif relates the two ^ts of Baldwin II. to the Ei^UOi 
court} p*396. 637.: his return to Greece armata manil, p. 407. his 
tetters of his nomen formidabile, &c. P.4S1. (a paflage which had 
eicaped Ducange): his expulfion» p. 850. * 

*'' Louis IX. difapproved and ftopped the alienation of Courten^ 
(Ducange, 1. iv. c. 23.)* It is now annexed to the royal demeihey but 
granted for a term {engage) to the family of Boulainvilliers. Courtenay^ 
in the eledlion of Nemours in the IQe de France, is a towii 6f 900 in- 
habitants,' with the remains of a cafife (Melanges tire CT tme granldt 
Bibliothequey tom.xlv- p. 74— -77«)- 

T 3 was 
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CHAP- was fincere) quickly vanifhed like a dream ; the 
^ IXL troops and treafures of France melted away in 
his unlkilful hands ; and the throne of the Latin 
Emperor was protected by a difhonourable al- 
liance with the Turks and Comans. To fecure 
the former, he confented to bellow his niece on 
the unbelieving fultan of Cogni ; to pleafe the 
latter, he complied with their P^gan rites ; a dog 
was facrificed between the two armies ; and the 
contra6ling parties tafted each other's blood, as 
a pledge of their fidelity ^'. In the palace or 
prifon of Conftantinople the fucceflbrof Auguftus 
demolifhed the vacant houfes for winter-fuel, and 
flripped the lead from the churches for the daily 
expence of his family. Some ufurious loans were 
dealt with a fcanty hand by the merchants of 
Italy ; and Philip, his fon and heir, was pawned 
at Venice as the fecurity for a debt ^. Thirft, 
hunger, and nakeddefs, are pofitive evils ; but 
wealth is relative ; and a prince, who would be 
rich in a private ftation, may be expofed by the 
increafe of his wants to all the anxiety and bitter- 
nefs of poverty. 
The holy But in this abje6l diftrefs, the Emperor and 
thonw^^ empire were ftill poffeffed of an ideal treafure, 
which drew its fantaftic value from the fuperfti- 
tibn of the Chriftian world. The merit of the true 
crofs was fomewhat impaired by its frequent di- 
vifion ; and a long captivity among the infidels 

^^ JomviUe> p. 104. edit, du Louvre. A Coman prince^ who died 
without baptifm, was buried at the gates of Conftantinople with a live 
retinue of flaves and horfes. 

^ Sanut. Secret. Fidel. Cruc»> l«ii. p« iv. c. x8. p*73* 

might 
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might Ihed fome fufpicion on the fragments that c H A, P. 
were produced in the Eaft and Weft. But an- ^ -^^ 
other relic of the paffion was prefer ved in the 
Imperial chapel of Conftantinople, and tbe; 
crown of thorns which had been placed on 
the head of Chrift was equally precious and 
authentic. It had formerly been the pradlicQ^ 
of the Egyptian debtors to depofit as a fecurity, 
the mummies of their parents ; and both tlieii: 
honour and religion were bound for the re- 
demption of the pledge. In the fame manner^ 
and in the. abfence of the Emperor, the barons 
of Romania borrowed the fum of thirteen thou- 
fend one hundred and thirty-four pieces of 
gold *° on the credit of the holy crown ; they 
failed in their performance of the contraft, and 
a rich Venetian, Nicholas Querini, undertook 
to fatisfy their impatient creditors on condi- 
dition that the relic ftipuld be lodged at Ve- 
nice, to become his abfolute property, if it 
were not redeemed within a ihort and definite 
term. The barons apprized their fovereign of 
the hard treaty and impending lofs ; and as the 
empite could not afford a ranfom of feven thou- 
fand pounds fterling, Baldwin was anxious to 
fnatch the prize from the Venetians, and to veft 
it with more honour and emolument in the 
hands of the moft Chriftian King/^'. Yet the 

nego- 

»° Under the words Perparusy Perpera^ Uyperperum^ Ducange is 
ihort and vague : Monetae genus. From a cdmipt paflage of Gunth«ii« 
(Hift. C. P. C.8. p. 10.), I guefs that the Perpera was the mimmus 
aureus, the fourth part of a mark of filver, or about ten (hillings fter- 
Kng in value. In lead it would be too contemptible. 

^' For the tranflation of the holy crowO) (kc. from Couilantinople 
T4 to 
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cf H A P. iiegotiation was attended with foine delicacy. Ill 
}^\j the purchafe of relics the faint would hav6 
ftarted at the guilt of fimony : but if the mode of 
expreffion were changed, he might lawfully repay 
f he debt, accept the gift, and acknowledge the 
obligation. His ambaffadors, two Dominicans, 
were dilpatched to Venice, to redeem and re* 
ceive the holy crown, which had efcaped the 
dangers of the fca and the gaiUies of Vetaces. 
On openiilg a wooden box, they recogfiized 
the feals of the doge and barons, which were 
applied on a ihrihe of filver : and withini this 
ferine the monument of the Paflion wa& eiii 
clofed in a golden vafe. The relu6lant Venetians 
yielded to juftice attd power, the Emperor Fre- 
deric granted a free and honourable |iaflage, the 
court of France advanced as far as Troyes itt 
Champagne, to meet with devotion this ineftim- 
able relic: it was borne in triumph through Paris 
by the King himfelf^ barefoot, and in his feirt j 
and a free gift of ten thoufarid marks of filver 
reconciled Bald\Vin to his loft. The fuccefe of 
this tranfaftion tempted the Latin Emperor to 
offer with the fame generofity the remaining fur- 
niture of his chapel ^* j a large and authentic por- 
tion 6f the true croft ; the baby-linen of the Son 
of God, the laiice, the fponge, and the chain^ 
of his Paffion, the rod of Mofes, and part of 

to Paris, See Ducange (Hift. de G.P. l.iv. c. ii — 14. »4. 35.) and 
Fleiiiy (Hift EccleL torn, xvii, p, 291—404.). 

^ Melanges tires d'une grandc Bibliotheque, tom.xiiu. p. aoi — 405. 
The Lutrin of Boileau exhibits the ipfxde^ the foul and manners of the 
Sainte CbapelU ; and maay fadls relative ^o the inititution are col^ 
ledted and explained by, his coinmentaton^ Broflette and de St. Marc. 

in the 
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the fkutt of St. John the baptift. For the recep- c h a p^. 
tion of thefe fpiritual treafures, twenty thoufand ^^^^L, 
marks were expended by St. Louis on a ftately 
foundation, the holy chapel of Paris, on which 
the mufe of Boileau has beftowed a comic im- 
moftality. The truth of fuch remote and ancient 
relics j which cannot be proved by any hamail 
teftimony, muft be admitted by thofe who be- 
lieve iri the miracles which they have performed. 
About the middle of the laft age an inveterate 
ulcer was touched and cured by an holy prickle 
of the holy crown ^' ; the prodigy is atteiled by 
the moft pious and enlightened Chriftians of 
Ftaface J nor will the fa6l be eaflly difproved, ex- 
cept by thofe who are armed with a general anti- 
dote isigainfl religious credulity **. 

The Latins of Conftantinople ^* were on all Progrefs of 
fides encompafled and prefied ; their fole hope, ^^^^^ 
the laft delay of their ruin. Was in the divifion of 1*37— 
their Greek and Bulgarian enemies ; and of this **^** 



" It was performed A. D. 16569 March 24* on the niece of Palcal ; 
ind thstt iiiperior genios, i;^th Amauley Nicole* &c. were on the fpot 
to believe and atteft a miifade which confounded the Jefiiit8» and ikved 
Port. Novel (Ocuvres de Racine, torn. vi. p. 176 — 187, in his elo- 
quent Hiftory of Port Royal). 

^* Voltaire (Steele de Louis XIV. c. 37* Oeuvres, f6m.ix. p. 178, 
179.) ftrives to invalidate the fadl : but Hume (Eflays^ vol. ii* p« 4S39 
464. ), with more (kill and (bccefs, feizes the battery^ and turns the' 
cannon againft his enemies. 

" The gntdual lofles of the Latins may be traced in die third, fourths 
and fifth books of the compilation of Ducange; but of the Greek co!> 
queft he has dropped many circumfbincesy which may be recovered 
from the large hiilary of George Aeropolita; and the three firft book» 
of Nicephorus. Gregorasi two writers of the Byaandae feries^ who 
have had the good fortune to meet with learned editors, Leo Allatius 
at Rome, and John Bolvin in the Academy of kifcriptioAs of Parn* 
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hope they were deprived by the fuperior drms and 
policy of Vataces Emperor of Nice. From the 
Propontis to the rocky coaft of Pamphylia, Alia 
was peaceful andprofperous under his reign : and 
the events of every campaign extended his iD- 
fluence in Europe. The ftrong cities of the hills 
of Macedonia and Thrace were refcued frona 
the Bulgarians ; and their kingdom was circum- 
fcribed by its prefent and proper limits, along the 
fouthern banks of the Danube. The fole Emperor 
of the Romans could no longer brook that a lord 
of Epirus, a Comnenian prince of the Weft, 
ihould prefume to dilpute or Ihare the honours of 
the purple ; an^ the humble Demetrius changed 
the colour of his bulkins; and accepted with gra- 
titude the appellation of defpot. His own fubje^ts 
were exafperated by his bafenefs and incapacity : 
they implored the prote6lion of their fupreme 
lord. After fome refiftance, the kingdom of 
ThefTalonica was united to the empire of Nice j 
and Vataces reigned without a competitor from 
the Turkilh borders to the Adriatic gulph. The 
princes of Europe revered his merit and power; 
and had he fubfcribed an orthodoxcreed, itfliould 
feem that the Pope would haveabandoned without 
reluctance the Latin throne of Conftantinople. 
But the death of Vataces, the Ihort and buly 
reign of Theodore his fon, and the helplefs in- 
fancy of his grandfon John, fufpended the reftora- 
tion of the Greeks. In the next chapter I fhall 
explain their domeftic revolutions; in this place, 
it will be fufficient to obferve, that the young 
prince was oppreffed by the ambition of his guar- 

dian 
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dian and colleague Michael Palaeologus, wha c H A P. 
difplayed the virtues and vices that belong. to » _^_ ^ 
the founder of a new dynafty. The Emperor Michael 
Baldwin had flattered himfelf that he might re- J^J^^^ 
cover fome provinces or cities by an important GreekEm-^ 
negociation. His ambaifadors were difmi&d ^^^ 
from Nice with mockery and contempt- At 1259. 
every place which they named, Pala&ologus aU ^^^' ^" 
leged fome fpecial reafon, which rendered it 
dear and valuable in his eyes : in the one he 
was born ; in another he had been iirft prp- 
moted to military command ; and in a third he 
had enjc^yed, and hoped long to enjoy, the plea- 
fures of the chafe. " And what tlien do you 
propofe to give us ?'* laid the aftonifhed de- 
puties. " Nothing/* replied the Greek, ** not 
" a foot of land. If your mailer be deflrous of 
*' peace, let him pay me as an annual tribute tha 
*i* fum which he receives from the trade and 
" cufl^oms of Conflantinople. On thefe terms I 
" may allow him to reign. If he refufes, it is 
*' war. I am not ignorant of the art of war, 
" and I trull the event to God and my fword ^ V* 
An expedition againft the defpot of Epirus was 
the firH prelude of his arms. If a vidtory was 
followed by a defeat ; if the race of the Com- 
neni or Angeli furvived in thofe mountains his 
efforts and his reign ; the captivity of Viliehar- 
douiti. Prince of Achaia, deprived the Latins 
of the moft adlive and powerful vaflal of their 
expiring monarchy. The republics of Venice 

** George AcropoUta, c. 78. p. 89, 93, ediu Paris. 

and 



284 ^^ DECLINE AND FALL 

CHAP* and Genoa dilputed, in the firft of their naval 

LXL ^gj.g |.j3^ command of the fea and the commerce 

of the Eaft. Pride and interefl attached the 

Venetians to the defence of Conftantinople : 

their rivals were tempted to promote the defigns 

of her enemies, and the alliance of the Genoefe 

\rith the fchifmatic conqueror provoked the iit- 

dignation of the Latin church ". 

Conftanti- Intent on this great objedl, the Emperor 

covered b Michacl vifitcd in perfon, and ftrengthened the 

theGreeks, troops and fortifications in Thrace. The remains 

^'^' of the Latins were driven from their laft poffe£> 

July 25* iions : he afiaulted without fuccefs the fuburb 

of Galata : and correfponded with a perfidious 

baron, who proved unwilling, or unable, to open 

the gates of the metropolis. The next Ipring, his 

&.vourite general Alexius Strategopulus, whom 

' he had decorated with the title of Casfar, pafled 

the Hellefpont with eight hundred horfe and 

. fcme infantry ^% on a fecret expedition. His in- 

ftru£tions enjoined him to approach, to liflen, to 

watch, but not to rifk any doubtful or dangerous 

enterprife againft the city. The adjacent terri* 

tory between the Propontis and the Black Sea, was 

^7 T>e Greeks, aihamed of any foreign aidy difgulie the alliance 

and fuccour of the Genoefe ; but the fa6l is proved by the.teitimony 
of J.Villani (Chron. 1. vi. c. 71. inMuratori, Script. Rerum Italicanmiy 
tom xiu. p* 209 f ao3«} and Wil:iam de Nangis (Annales d$ SlLooisi 
p. 248. in the Louvre Joinville)f two impartial foreigners i and 
Urban I^. threatened to deprive Genoa of her archbilhop. 

^ Some precautions tmift be ufed hi reconciling the dilcordant 
iwittbers t the 800 foldiers of NicetaS) the 4$>ooo of Spandugino 
(apud. Ducange, 1. v. c 7,4,) ; the Greeks and Scythians of Acropo- 
lita ; and the numerous array of ^Michael, in the epiftle«. of Pope 
UrfoanlV. (i» Z29.}. 

cuiti- 
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qui tivatedbyan hardy rac€0fpeaf?,nts and outlaws, chap. 
exercifed in arms, uncertain in their allegiance, , ^^^* 
but inclined by language, religion, and prefent 
advantage, to the party of the Greeks. They 
were ftyled the volunteers ^^ : and by their free 
fervice the army of Alexius, with the regulars 
of Thrace and the Coman auxiliaries^ was aug- 
mented to the number of five*and4weaty tbou^ 
fand men^ By the ardour of the volunteers, and 
by his own ambition, the Ceefar was ftimulated to 
diibbey the precife orders of his mafter, in the 
juft confidence that fucce& would plead his parr 
don and reward. The weaknefs of Conftaatinople, 
and the diftrels and terror of the latins, were 
' ^miliar to the obfervation of the volunteers : and 
they repreiented the prefent moment as the moft 
propitious to furprife and conqueft. A rafli youths 
the new governor of the Verietiah colony, had 
failed away with thirty g^lies, aod the beil of the 
Frendi knights, on a wild expedition to Daph. 
nufia, a town on the Bla6^ Sea, at the dtftance 
of forty leagues ; and the remaining Latins were 
without ftrength or fuf^cion. Ttiey were in- 
ibrmed that Ale:9:ius had pafled the Hellefpont ; 
but their apprehenllons were lulled by the fmall- 
nefs of his original numbers; and their impru^ 
dence had not watched the fubfequent increafe of 
his isurmy. If he left his main body to fecond 

'' 9i\vifjMr»^K>i. They are defcribed and named by Pachymer 
(1. iL c. X4*). 

^ It is needlefs to feek thefe Conma m the deieits of Taitary> or 
even of Moldavia. A part of the hord had iUbinitted to John Vataces, 
and VMS pi^baAUy iettled as a nurfery of foldiers im fbme wafte knds 
of Thrace (Cantacuoen. ki. c«^> 

and 
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CHAP, and fupport his operations, he might advance un* 
' ^' . -^ perceived in the night with a chofen detach- 
ment. While fome applied fcaling ladders to the 
loweft part of the walls, they were fecure of an 
old Greek, who would introduce their compa- 
nions through a fubterraneous paiTage into his 
houfe ; they could foon on the infide break an 
entrance through the golden gate, which had 
been long obftrudled: and the conqueror would 
be in the heart of the city, before the Latins 
were confcious of their danger. ' After fome de- 
bate the Caefar reOgned himfelf to the faith of 
the volunteers ; they were trufty, bold, and fuc- 
cefsful ; and in defcribing the plian, I have ali'eady 
related the execution and fuccefs ^\ But no 
fooner had Alexius pafled the threfhold of the 
golden gate, than he trembled at his own rafh- 
Mefs; he paufed, he deliberated ; till the defpe- 
rate volunteers urged him forward, by the affur- 
ance that in retreat lay the greateft and moft 
inevitable danger. Whilfl the Caefar kept his 
regulars in firm array, the Comans difperfed them- 
felves on all fides ; an alarm was founded, and 
the threats of fire and pillage compelled the citi- 
zens to a decifive refolution. The Greeks of 
Confl:antinople remembered their native fove- 
reigns ; the Genoefe merchants their recent alli- 
ance and Venetian foes; every quarter was in 
arms ; and the air refounded with a general ac- 

*^' The lofs of Conftantinople is briefly told by the Latins : thie con- 
queft 18 defcribed with more fatisfa^ion by the Greeks ; by Acropolita 
(c. 85.). Pachymer (!• ii. c a6, ay.), Nicephorus Gregoras (l*ir. c. if 
».)• See Ducange, HiA^ de C. P. 1. 1. c. 19— ^7. 
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t:lamation of " Long life and victory to Michael c HA P. 
** and John, the auguft Emperors of the Rp- ^ 
** raans!'' Their rival, Baldwin, was awakened 
by the founds but the moft preffing danger could 
not prompt him to draw his fword in the defence 
of a city which he deferted, perhaps, with more 
pleafure than regret: he fled from the palace to 
the fea-fliore, where he defcried the welcome fails 
of the fleet returning fronj the vain and fruitlefs 
attempt onDaphnufia. Conftantinople was irre- 
coverably loft ; but the Latin Emperor and the 
principal families embarked on board the Vene- 
tian gallies, and fleered for the ifle of Euboea^ 
and afterward for Italy, where the royal fugitive 
was entertained by the Pope and Sicilian King 
with a mixture of contempt and pity. From the 
lofs of Conflantinople to his death he confumed 
, thirteen years, foliciting the Catholic powers to 
join in his refloration: the lefibn had been fami- 
liar to his youth ; nor was his lafl exile m(M:e 
indigent or (hameful than his three former piU 
grimages to the courts of Europe. His fon Philip 
was the heir of an ideal empire; and thepreteh-* 
fions of his daughter Catharine were tranfported 
by her marriage to Charles of Valois, the brother 
of Philip the Fair, King of France. The houfe of 
Courtenay was reprefented in the female line by 
fucceflive alliances, till the title of Emperor of 
Conftantinople, too bulky and fonorous for a 
private name, modeftly expired in filence and 
oblivion*''. 

After 

^' See the three laft bpqlu (L v-^vuL), and the genealogkal tahley 
of Ducange. In the year 13829 the titular Emperor of Coiiiiantinople 

wa$ 
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Afikfsr this narrative of the e^speditioiM of the 
Latins to Paleftine and Conftantinople, I cannot 
difmifs the fubjeft without revolving the general 
confequences on the countries tjiat were the 
fcene, and on the nations that were the actors, 
of thefe memorable crufades ^. As foon as the 
arms of the Franks were withdrawn, the impret 
fion, though not the memory, was erafed in the 
Mahometan realms, of E^ypt and Syria, The 
&ithful difeiqples of the prophet were never 
teoapted.hya profane defire to ftudy the laws 
or language of the idolaters; nor did the iim- 
fiidity of their primitive manners receive the 
Aighteft alteration from their intercourfe in 
peace and War with the unknown ilrang^rs of 
the Weil. The Greeks, who thought them- 
ielves proud, but who were only vain, ibowed 
a difpofition fomewhat le& inflexible. In the 
efforts for the recovery €f their empire they 
emulated the valour, difoipline, and tallies, of 
their aaitagonift. The modem literature of 
the Wefl:: they mights juftly defpife j but its free 
J^irit would inflrudi: th^m in the rights of man ; 
and fome inftitutions. of public and private life 
were adopted from ihe French. The corre^on- 
.dence of Confl^antinople and Italy diffpfed the 



msis James de aaux, duke of Andria in<the kingdom of Naples, the 
Son of Margarejty daughter of Catheituie de Valoisy daughter of Catha- 
rine, daughter of Philip, foa of Baldwin II, (Ducange, 1. viii. c, 3 7, 38.). 
>ft. is uncertain wheihep-he left any pofterity. 

^^ Abulfeda, who faw the conclufion of the crufades^ fpeaks' of the 
kiogdoihs of the Franks, and thofe of the ^^egroes, as equally unknown 
(Prdegom. ad Geograph.). Had he not difdained the Latin language^ 
hmr €a%>imghtthe Sydan^pnoceliAT^ found books and interpreters ? 
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knowle%e of the Latin tongue; and feveral of the € H A p. 
fathers aod daffies were at length honoured with 
a, Greek verfiQn^\ But the national and reli« 
gious prejudices of the Orientals were inflamed 
hy periecution ; and the reign of the Latins con- 
Ifirmed the feparation of the two churches. 

If we compare, at the asra of the crufades, the 
Latips of Europe with the Greeks and Arabians, 
their refpedtive degrees of knowledge, induilry, 
and art, our rude anceHors rauii be content with 
the third rank in the fcale of nations. Their 
fucceffive improvement and prefent fuperiority 
. maybe arfcrifoed to a peculiar epergy of character, 
to an a6tive and imitative fpirit, unknown to their 
more polilhed rivals, who at that time were in -a 
itationaxy or retrograde ilate. With fuch a di£- 
pofition, the Latins {hould have derived the moft 
early and eflential benefits from a feries of events 
which opened to their eyes, the profpe^l of the 
world, and introduced them to a long and fre- 
quent intercourfe with the more cultivated re- 
gions of the £aft. The firit and n^oil obvious 
progrefs was in trade and manufadlures, in the 
arts which are ftrongly prompted by the thirft 
of wealthy the calls of iieceffity, and the,gratifica- 
tion of the fenfe or vanity. Among the cf owd of 
unthinking fanatics, a captive or a pilgrim might 

' ^ A ihoit snd fuperfidal accoopt ttf thefe ireitioii» fsota Latm inlD 
Greek, is ghren by Huet (de inteqpreUtiooe er de chaaa Interpredfaniy 
1fci3i— 135*). v^laxuTKus pianudes) A mpnk pf Coi^ftaatinople 
(A. D* ija;— tIJ53) has tranilatcd Cacfar's Conunentarieai the Sonj^- 
mmn Scipionis^ die Metamoiphofes and Heroide9 of Ovidi &c. (Fa-> 
bric.Bib«GraBC. tom.x« p.5330« . ^ 

> VOL. xr. u fome- 
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t H A >. fiMnetimes obferve the fuperior reSnemettts of 
s ^ , -.^^ Cairo atid Conftantinople : the firft importer of 
wiBd-mills^* was the benefa6lor of nations; and 
if filch bleHings are enjoyed without any grate- 
ful remembrance, hiftory h^s condefiiended to 
notice the more apparent luxuries of iilk tthd 
fugar, which were tianlported into Italy from 
Greece and Egypt. But the int^lefitual wants 
•of the Latins werie more flowly felt and fupplied; 
the ardour of ftudious curiofity was awakened in 
Europe by different caufes amd more recent 
tevents j and, in the age of the crufades, ifeey 
viewed with carelefs indifference the literature 
of the Greeks and Arabians. Some rudiments 
of mathematical and medicinal knowledge might 
tre imparted in praftice and in figures ; neceflity 
might produce fome interpreters for the groffcar 
bufinefi of merchants and foldters ; but the com- 
merce of the Orientals had not diffufed the ftudy 
and knowledge of their languages in the fchools 
of Europe **• If a fimihir principle of religion 
re^fmHed the idiom of the Koran, it Aould have 
excited their patience and curiofity to uhder- 
ftand the original text of the Gofpel ; and the 
Tame grammar would have 'unfolded the fenfe df 
Plato slnd the beauties of Homer. Yet in a Teign 

^ Windnulls) firft invented in the dry country of Afia Minor, were 
. , nfisd in Noanondy at eady «8 the year-xibu; (Vie piivee liesT^aiM^oitt 

tom«i.p«j|«t43* DucABgey Oioinidda. tOHuiv.;p.4t4*). 

^ See fhe compldSnts of iiager fiaton ^ipgraphia BriCamiida) voLi. 
p. 4x8. Kippis's edition). If Baeon liMf^^ pr •Getbert, undetfttxid 
fome Otetki they vmt prodigies, aad x)vM nothing to the ^maxostttt 
•f the Eaft. 

^ of 
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of fixty years, the Latins of Conftaintinople dif- 
(dained the fpeech and learning of their fubje6ls; 
and the manufcripts were the only treafures which 
the natives might enjoy without rapine or envy, 
Ariflotk was indeed the oracle of the Weilern 
Univerfities, but it was a barbarous Ariilotle ; 
4iQd, inftead of afcending to the fountain head, 
his Latin votaries humbly accepted a corrupt 
.and remote verfion from the Jews and Moors 
of Andaluiia. The principle of the crufades 
was a favage fanaticifm ; and the moil import- 
.ant efie^ts were analc^ous to the caule. Each 
pilgrim was ambitious to return with his facred 
ipoils, the relics of Greece and Paleftine^^j 
and each relic was preceded and followed by a 
train of miracles and vifions. The belief of the 
Catholics was corrupted by new legends, their 
practice by new fuperilitions ; and the eflablifh- 
m^it of the inquifition, the mendicant orders of 
monks and friars, the lad albufe of indulgences, 
and the final progrefs of idolatry, flowed from 
the baleful fountain of the holy war. The a6live 
iptrit of the Latins preyed on the vitals of their 
resign and religion ; and if the ninth and tenth 
ventures were the times of darknefs, the thiri^ 
teenth and fourteenth were the age of ^bfurdity 
and fable. 

In the profeflGion of Chriftianity, in the culti- 
vation of a fertile land, the northern conquerors 

^ Such was the opinion of the great Leibnitz (Oeuvres de Fontenelley 
torn. V. p.458.)> a mailer of the hiftory of the middle ages. I (hall 
only inftance the pedigree oif the Ca'n^elites, and the flight of the 
houfe of Lorettoy which were both derived from Paleftitte. 

X U 2 . of 
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C n A 1>. of the Roman empii'e infenfibly mingled with 
J^ / the provincials, and rekindled the embers of 
the arts of antiquity. Their fettlements about 
tlie age of Charlemagne had acquired fomiB 
degree of order and liability, when they were 
overwhelmed by new fwarnis of invaders, the 
Normans, Saracens *% and Hungarians^ who re- 
plunged the weftern countries of Europe into 
their former ftate of anarchy and barbarifm. 
About the eleventjf century, the feeond tena- 
peft had fubfided by the expullion or converfion 
of the enemies of Chriftendoro : the tide cf 
civilization \^hich had ib long ebbed, began 
^to flow with a fteady and accelerated courfe; 
and a fairer prdfpe^ was opened ta the hopes 
and efforts of the rifing generations. Great 
was the increafe, and rapid the progrefs, dur- 
ing the twa hundred years of the cnilades;; 
and fome philofophers have applauded the pro- 
pitious influence of thefe holy wars, which ap- 
pear to me to have checked rather than fM- 
warded the maturity of Egypt 'V The lives and 
labours of millions J which were buried in the 
Eafl;, would have been more prcrfitaibly etnptoyed 
in the improvement of their native co^lKtry : the 
accumulated (lock of indufl;ry.and tveakh woald 



'" If I ran\ the Saracens with the Biirbariansy it is. only relatwe to 
J fhfik* i^'ars, or rather iiinads,. in: ItiJf and JPrancej ffhtrt _tb.eir iWe 
purpofe was to plunder and deftroy. 

^'^ On this intepefting fulyedl, the progrefs o£ fociety in Eu» 
ropes a ftroii^ ray of philofophical light has broke from Scotland 
in our ovm times; and it , is with private, as well as public 
regard, that I repeat the, names- of Hurtle^ Robertfon, and Adam 
Smith* 

' ^ liave 
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have overflowed in navigation and trade ; and c H a ?• 
the Latins would have been enriched and en- .^ . _^^i' j 
lightened by a pure and friendly correfpondence 
with the climates of the Eaft. In one refpe^t I 
can indeed perceive the accidental operation of. 
the crufades, not fo much in producing a bene- 
fit as in removing an evil* The larger portion of 
the inhabitants of Europe was chained to the 
foil, without freedom, or property, or know- 
ledge ;. and the two orders of ecclefiaftics and 
nobles, whofe numbers were comparatively fmall, 
alone deferved.the name of citizens and men^. 
This oppreffive fyftem was fupported by th^ arts 
of the clergy and the fwords of the barons. The 
authority of tlie priefts operated in the darkei- 
ages as a falutary antidote : they prevented the 
total extinction of letters, mitigated the fierce- 
nefo of the times, flieltered the poor and defence- 
lefs, and preferved or revived the peace and order 
of civil fociety. But the independence, rapine, 
and difcord, of the feudal lords, were unmixed 
with any femblance of good ; and every hope of 
induftry and improvement was cruftied by the 
iron weight of the martial ariftocracy^ Among 
the caufes that undermined that Gothic edifice, a 
confpicuous place muft be allowed to the cru- 
fades. The efl;ates of the barons were diflipated, 
and their race were often extinguiflied, in thefe 
coftly and perilous expeditions. Their poverty 
extorted from their pride thofe charters of free- 
dom which unlocked the fetters of the flave^ fe- 
cured the farm of the peafant and the (hop of thfe 
artificer, and gradually rellored a fubflaace and 
,, . - u 3 a foul 
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G H A P. a foul to the moil numerous and ufeftil part of 
^^* the community. The conflagration which de^ 
ftroyed the tall and barren trees of the foreft, gave 
air and fcope to the vegetation of the fmaller and 
nutritive plants of the foil. 



Digre/Jion on the Family ofCourtenmf. . 

THE purple of threp Emperors who have 

reigned at Conftantinople, will authorife or ex- 

cufe a digreflion on the origin and lingular 

fortunes of the houfe of Courtenay '^, in the 

three principal branches, I. Of Edeflii ; II. Of 

France; and III. of England; of which the laft 

only has furvived the revolutions of eight hundred 

yearsi 

Origin of I- Before the infrodu6tion of trade, which 

the family fcatters richcs, and of knowledge, which ^fpels 

o Courtc- pj.gj^^^jj^g^ the prerogative of birthis moft ftrongly 

^•D- felt and moft humbly acknowledged. In every 

age, the laws and manners of the Germans have 

difcriminated the ranks of fociety : the dukes 

and counts, who ftiared the empire of Charier 

magne, converted their office to an inheritance ; 

and to his children, each feudal lord bequeathed 



xoae. 



'^ I have applied* But not confined, myfelf to J geiuahgieai Hi/fory 
^J the noble and iilujiriotu Family of Courtenayy by Ezra Cleavelandp 
Tutor to Sir William. Courtenayy and Refior of Honifon ; Exon. 1735- 
in folio. The firft part is extra<Sled from WiHiam of Tyre ; the fe- 
cond from Bouchet's French hiftory ; and the third from vafioiM me« 
morialsy public^ provincial, and private, of the Courtenays of Devon- 
ihire. The red\or of Honiton has more gratitude than Indoiby, and 
sure indttfiry than critkifm. 

I . his 
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hk lionaur and hia fvord. The pioudeft &imlie$ c h ▲ f^ 
Me content to lofc, ia the darknefe of the middle y ^r ^ r . j 
HgeSy the tree of their pedigree^ which, bow- 
ever deep and loftj^ muft ultimately rife from a 
plebeian root; and their hiflorians muft defcend 
ten centuries below the Chriftian aera^ before they 
can a&ertain any lineal fiicceffion by the evidence 
of fumames, of arms, and of authentic records. 
With the firft rays of light '\ we difcem the noi 
bility and opulence of Atho, a French knigfat : 
his nobility in the rank and tkie odT a nameieis 
father: his opulence, in the foundation of th0 
eafUe of Courtenay in the diftrift of Gotiiiois^ 
abcMit ftfty-iix miles, to the fouth of Paris. I^rom 
the reign of Robert, the fon of Hugh Capet, the 
barons of Courtenay are con^cuous among the 
immediate vallals of the crowm, and Jofcelin^ the 
grandfon of Atho and a noble dame, is enrolled 
among the heroes of the firft onxfiMie. A domef. 
tic alliance, (their mothers were fillers) attached 
him to the ftandard of Baldwin of Bruges, the '' ^^^ 
fecond count of Edeffa^ a princely ftef, wbidi^he Edef^ 
was worthy to receive, and able to maintain, an- ^^' 
nounces the number of bis martial followers ; us^T 
and after the departure o€ hk coufin, Jolcelin 
himfetf was invefted with the coiroty of Edeffa on 
both fides of the Euphrates. By the eeconofviy in 
peace, his territories were repleuiflied with Latin 
and Syrian fobjedls ; bis magazines with eonk, 
# 

7' The primitive record of the family^ is a paflage of the continuator 
of Alm«% amook of new)^ wko^\inNiliintih«:^ See 

Id* Chnpide^ in tile Hiltovkvis- «f f nne9 (IM^ 

u 4 wine. 
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CHAP, wine, and cil j his caftles with gold and filv«v 
J^^ with arms and horfes. In a haly warfare of 
thirty year&, he was .alternately a conqueror and 
a captive : biit he died like afoldier, in an horfe- 
litter at the head of his troops ; and his laft 
glance beheld the flight of the Turkifii inyaders 
who had prefumed on his age and infirmities. 
His fon, and fucceflbr, of the fame name, wad 
leis deficient in valour than in vigilance; but 
he fometimes forgot that dominion is acquired 
and maintained by the fame arts* He challenged 
the hoftility of the Turks, without fecuring the 
friendfhip of the prince of Antioch ; and amidit 
the peaceful luxury of Turbeffel, in Syria '% 
Jofcelin negledled the defence of the Chrifi^ian 
frontier beyond the Euphrates. In his abfence, 
Zenghi, the firft of the Atabeks, befieged and 
ftormed his capital, Edefla, which was feebly de- 
fended by a timorous and difloyal crowd of Ori- 
entals ; the Franks were oppreiQed in a bold at- 
tempt for its recovery, and Courtenay eaided his 
days in the prifon of Aleppo. He ftill left a fair 
and ample patrimony. But the vi^rious Turks 
opprefled on all fides the weaknefs of a widow 
and orphan ; and for the equivalent of an an- 
nual penfion, theyrefigned to the Greek Emperor 
the charge of defending, and the fliame of lofing, 
the lafi: relics of the Latin conqueil. The coun- 
tefs dowager of Edefla retired to Jerufalem with 
her two children ; the daughter, Agnes, became 

. 7' TurbefleU or as it U now ftyled Telbeflier, is fixed by dVViiviBe 
fouiKmd-twenty miles iri^EQ the great pai&ge over the Euphm^a jtt 
Zeu|;iiuk. 

" the 
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the wife and mother of a king; the fod, Jofceltn chap. 
th«;third, accepted the office of fenefchal, the . ^' ^ 
firfl of the kingdom, and held his new eftates in 
Faleftine by the fervice of fifty knights. His 
name appears with honour in all the tranfa£tion3 
of peace and war; but he finally vanilhes in the 
fallof Jerufalem; and the name of Couirtenay, in 
this branch of Edefla, was loft by the marriage 
of his two daughters with a French and a Ger- 
man baron '^ 

II. While Jofcelin reig^ied beyond the Eu- ^' '^^ 
phrates, his elder brother Milo, thefon of Jofce^ ofFnm<^r 
lin, the fon of Atho, continued, near the Seine, 
to pofle& the caflle of their fathers, which was at 
length inherited by Rainaud, or Reginald, the 
youngeft of his three fons. Examples of genius 
or yirtue muft be rare in the annals of the oldeft; 
families; and» in a remote age,, their pride will^ 
embrace a deed of rapine and violence ; fuch, 
however as could not be perpetrated without 
fome fuperiorit V of courage, or, at leaft, of power. 
A defcendant of Reginald of Courtenay mayblufh 
for the public robber, who ftripped and imprit 
fon^d feveral merchants, after they had fatisfied 
the king's duties, at Sens and Orleans. He will 
glory in the offence, fincethe bold-offender could 
not be compelled to obedience and reftitution, till 
the regent and the Count of Champagne prepared 



^^ His pofleflions are diftingoiflied in the Affiles of Jerufalem (c» i%6k) 
among the feudal tenures of the kingdom^ which muft therefoce have 
been coUeAed between the years X153 and 1187. His pedigree may^ 
be foond in the Lignages d'Outitmer, c* x6. ^ ' 

■ 'to 
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c H A F. to mavcb againft him at the head of an umy^^ 
Reginald beff owed bi& eftates. on kis eUeft dau^h'* 
ter, and his daughter on the fei?eiitk t^m of Kh^ 
Louis the Fat ; and their marriage was erowned 
mkh a numerous qi&pring. We might expeft 
that a private ihould have merged in a royal 
name; and that the defcendants of Fleter oif 
France and Elizabeth of Courtenay would hare 
enjoyed the title and honours of porinces of the 
blood. But this legitimate claim was. long ne^^ 
levied and finally denied ; and the caufes of their 
di^race will reprefent the ftory of thia fecond 
branch, i. Of all the families now extant, the 
moft ancient, doubtlefs, and the moft illuftrious, 
is the koufe of France, which has occupied the 
fame throne above eight hundred years, and de* 
feends in a clear and lineal ieries of males, £rom 
the middle of the ninth century ^^ In tbe age 

«f 

^ The Ttpm «nd taMif&hn ci "kt^mid de Couflemyy are ftff^ 
ttfQufly arranged in the epUties of the abbot and regent Stigcr (cidr. 
cxvi.}* the beft memorials of the age (Duchefiie> Scriptores HSft. Franc. 

^* in the begmmng of the xith cenliiiT* after samiag tbe lather aad 

grandfather of Hugh Capef^ the monk Glaber is -obliged to add» cujua 
genus valde in-ante reperitur obfcurum. Yet we are afluced that ih^ 
grMH: grandlathec <i Hugh Capety vaa Robert the Strongs Ceonfc of 
Asjpix (A. D. S<^^-— 873^ a noble Fraak of Neuftriat Neuihiciis . . • 
generofse ilirpis, who was flain in the defence of hi» country againft 
tibo NofmanBr dun patriae ines tvebatir. Beyond Robert> aft li e«i»> 
jedlure or fable. It is a probable conje^ure> that the third race de* 
feended from the fecond by Childebrandy the brother of Charles MarteL 
It B an sMiid£able^tl«l theiecoiid wm allied to tlm firft by thenar- 
m«e of AiiOcrt, » Hcx«MifeM«or«ld(heaoc^Nr of St. Anwul, with 
malditf X daughter dP QatekeL TheSoxoa orig^ of ^ houlo of 
France is an ancient but iocredible opinioiv Soo a. judieious mmsif 
ol M. de Foncemagne (Memoires de I'Acadamie des Infcriptioni^ 

tODU 
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of thecruiades^it was dready revered both itrtke chap. 
Eaft and Wefl. But from Hiigh Capet to the Jf^ 
marriage of Peter, no more than five reigiirs or 
generations had elapfed; and fo precarious was 
their title, that the eldeft fons, as a neceflary pre- 
caution, were previoufly crowned during the life^ 
time of their fathers. The peers of France have 
kmg maintained their precedency before the 
younger branches of the royal line j nor had the 
princes of the blood, in the twelfth century, ac- 
qtiired that hereditary luftre which is now diffii&d 
over the remote candidates for the fucceflionL 
1L. The barons of Courtenay rauft have flood high 
in their own eftimation, and in that of* the worlds 
fince they could impofe on the fon of a king 
the obligation of adopting for himfelf and all his 
defcendants the name and arms of their daughter 
and his wife. In the marriage of an. beireis with 
her inferior or her equal, fuch exchange was often 
required and allowed : hurt as they continued to 
diverge from the regal ftemvthefonaof Louts the 
Fat were infenftbly confounded with their ma^ 
temal anceftors; and the new Courtenays wight 
deierve to forfeit the honours of their birth, , 
which a motive of intereft had templed them to 
renounce. 3. The ibame was far more penna.> 
nent than the reward, and a momentaiy bJaze 
wais followed by a long darkncfs. The ddeil£Daii 
of thefe nuptials, Peter of Courtenay, had mar- 
ried, as I have already mentioned, the fiiler of the 

tooL XX. p. 548—5790'^ He had promifed to iedsut hu owilapiaioii 
in a £ecoiid memoiry which has never a^tpcAred* 

counts. 
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CHAP, counts of Flanders^ the two firft emperors o£ 
^^ ^ Conftantinople: be raflily accepted the iuvitatioii 
of the barons of Romania; his two fons, Robert 
and Baldwin, fucceflively held and loft the remains 
of the Latin empire in the Eaft and the grand- 
daughter of Baldwin the fecond again mingled 
her blood with the blood of France and of Valois. 
To fupport the expences of a troubled and tranfi- 
tory reign, their patrimonial eftates were mort-^. 
gaged or fold; and the laft emperors of Conftan- 
tinople depended on the annual charity of Rome 
and Naples. 

While the elder brothers difiipated their wealthi 
in romantic adventures, and the caftle of Cour- 
tenay was profaned by a plebeian owner, the 
younger branchesof that adopted name wereprOf 
pagated and multiplied. But their fplendour was 
clouded by poverty and time: after the deceafe of 
Robert, great butler of France, they defcended 
from princes to barons: the next generations 
were confounded with the fimple gentry; the de* 
fcendants of Hugh Capet could nolongef be vifi- 
ble m the rural lords of Tanlay and of Champig^ 
nelles. The more adventurous embraced with- 
out diihonour the profeffion of a foldier : the lead 
a6iive and opulent might fink, like their coufins 
of the branch of Dre^x, into the condition of 
peafants. Their royal defcent, in a dark period 
of four hundred years^ became eacL day more 
obfolete and ambiguous^ and their pedigree, in^ 
ftead of being enrolled in the annals of the king- 
dom, muft be painfully fearched by the minute 
' diligence of heralds and genealogifts. It was not 

till 
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till the eiid of the fixteenth century, on the accef- chap. 
fion of a family almoft as remote as their own, ^^ 
that the princely fpirit of the Courtenays again 
revived ; and the queftion of the nobility, pro- 
voked them to aflert the royalty, of their blooiL 
-They appealod to the juftice and compaffion of 
Henry the Fourth; obtained a favourable opinion 
from twenty lawyers of Italy and Germanyj, and 
fliodeftly compared diem(elv5es to the defoendant 
of King David, vvhofe prerogatives were not im- 
paired by the lapfe of ages or the trade of a car- 
penter ?\ But every ear was ieaf, and evet'y cir- 
cumftance was adverfe, to their lawful claiMs. 
Tl>e Bourbon kings were juftified by the negleS; 
of the Valois : the princes of the blood, more re- 
cent and lofty, difdained the alliance of tWs 
luimble .kindred : the parliament without deny- 
ing their proofs, eluded a dangerous precedent 
by an ai'bitrary diftin6lion, and cftabliftied 
St. Louis as the firft father of the royal lirie". 

Arepe- 
.* ' • 

'^ Of the various petitions, apologies, &c. publiflied by the frincefs 
of Cburtenay, I have feen the three following, all iii o<5lavo; i.De 
Stirpe et Origine Domus de Courtenay : addita funt Refponfa celeber- 
rimorum Europse Jurifconfultorum ; Paris, 1607. a. Reprefentation 
du Procede ten^ a Tififtance faidle devant le Roi, par Meflieurs de 

.CburtenaiyV pdur la cbnVerfKtidn de fHosbieur et Bignite de leur 
Maifoa, .branche de la.royBlle-Maiiba de France; a Farid, l6ij. 

^ 3* Reprefeotation.du fubjeiSt qui a porte Meffi^urs de Salles et de Fra- 
viUci de la Maifon de Cowtenayy a fe retirer h&n du Royauitiey 1614. 
It was an homicide, for which the Courtenays expected to be par- 

''doned, or tried, as prificesr of the blood. 

77 Th# £enib of the parJiame^ts is thu&exprefled by Thuanus; Prin- 
cipi« nomen nuCquanij ia^QalUa tributumj xiifi iis qui per inatf^s e regi- 
b^s 9e9nii oitiginem: c^petuat;. qui nunc;« taatum a Ludovico none 
beatae memorise numerantur ; nam Cortinai et Drocenfesi.a Ludovico 
crailb genus ducentes, hodie inter eos ininime recenfentur. A difiinc* 
;■'" ';. ..-■ J tion 
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CHAP. A repetition of <:oinplaints and protefts was re- 
■L im^L ' P^**®dty difiregarded ; and the hopelefe purfuit 
was terminated in the prefent century by the 
<leath of the laft male of the family '% Tlieir 
painful and anxious fituation was alleviated by 
lUie pride of confcious virtue : they ftemly re- 
^e6ted the temptations of fortune and favour ; 
and a dying Courtenay would have facrificod 
iis fon, if the youth could have renounced £ot 
any temporal intereft, the right and title of a le- 
gitimate prince of the blood of France '^. 

III. According to the old regifter of Ford 
Abbey, the Courtenays of Devonfliire are de- 
:fcended from Prince FhruSy the fecond fon of 
Peter, and the grandfon of Louis the Fat*^ 
This fable of the grateful or venal monks was too 
refpeSiully entertained by our antiquaries. 
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tion of expediency, rather than juftice. The fandity of Louis IX. 
covid not inyeft hkn with any fpecial prenogativey and all the delcend- 
ants of Hugh Capet muil be included in his original compa<5l with the 
French nation. 

^ The laft male of the Courtenays was Charles Roger, who died in 
the year 17309 without leaving any Ions. The laft female was He- 
lene de Courtenay, who married Louis de Beaufremont. Her title of 
Princefle du Sang Royal de France, was fuppreffed (February 7th 
1737) by an arret of the parliament of Paris. 

79 The iingttlar anecdote to which I aUude, is related in the Re- 
tail des Pieces fcMxrefTaiites et pen conmies (Maefiricht, 178^ in 
4 Vdk> i2mo.) ; and the unknown editor quotes his author, ^ffho had 
received it from Heiene de Courtenay^ Marquife du Beaufremoat. 

'^ Dugdale Monafticon Anglicanum, vol. i. p. 7B6. Yet this fable 
muft have been invented before the reign of Edwasd IIL The pro- 
Itife deviation of the three firft generations to Ford abbey, was followed 
by op)9reffion on one fide and ingratitude on the other ; and in the 
'fixfh genenition, the monks ceafed to regifter the birthsj a^ons, and 
^ailM of then- patrons. 

Cambden 
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<!!tMnbd€ift*' afid Da^ale** : bat it is fo ctearly c hap. 
^ret)ugi)&nt to truth and time, that the rational ,_^^ 
pAAt of the family now refufes to accept this 
jttiagina^y fofinder. Their moft faithfbl hifto- 
tiafirs 4>dieve, that after giving his daughter to 
the King's fen, Reginald of Conrtenayabandon- 
'ed bis poffeffid^ in France, and obtained from 
$h6 Englilh monarch a fecond wife and ^ new 
tnberitance. It is certain at leaft, that Henry 
^the iSecond diftinguilhed in hisca«ips and coun- 
cils, Reginald, of the name and arms, and, as it 
may be fairly prefumed, of the genuine race of 
the Courtenays of France. The right of ward- 
^fefip enabled a feudal lord to reward his vaiTal 
iriCh the marriage and eftate of a noble beirefs i 
aiMl Regini^ of Courtenay acquired a fair efta- 
1>l£SMiient in Devonfliire, where his pofterity has 
Ibeen feated above fix hundred years *^. IVom ^ 
Norman baron, Baldwin de Brioniis, who had 
%een invefted by the Conqueror^ Hawife, die 
wife <rf Reginald, derived the honour of Oke- 
4iampton, wWoh was held by the fervice of 
ininety4hree knights ; and a female might claim 
^he ma*iy ofSces of liereditary vifcount or Iheriff, 
^d of captain of the royal caftle of Exeter. 
Tlieir fon Robert married the fitter of the Earl 

'^' In hit Brkaftfiia, irt tlie Uft of the earls of Devonihtre. Hb expre(Soii» 
e re<g;io fanguine ortos credunt, betrays however fome doubt or fulpicion. 

'^ fn'hh daionagey P. i. p. 634, he refers to his own Monaftkon. 
Should he not have corre<5led the regifter of Ford abbey^ and anndii- 
lated the phantom Florusy by the unquellionable evidence of the 
-thstok hiftMiMis ? 

"^-Bt&des t^-tiard and moft vahi^Mt book of CleavciandVHi£bf|r. 
J have isifiWted M^le, tib hAtc ti me f^Meakgioa .kimmt 
(Baronage, R i. p. ^4 — 64$^. 

'. " . of 
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CHAP, of Devon ; at the end of a century, on the fail- 
^^ , ure of the family of Rivers*^, his great grandfbn, 
Hugh the Second, fucceeded to a title which 
was ftill confidered as a territorial dignity : and 
The earls twelve earls of Devonfliire, cf the name of 
ojDevon- QQHYteuay^ have flourifhed in a period of two 
hundred and twenty years. They were ranked 
among the chief of the barons of the realm; nor 
was it till after a ftrenuous difpute, that they 
yielded to the fief of Arundel, the firft place in 
the parliament of England : their alliances were 
contra^ed with the noblefl families, the Veres, 
Defpenfers, St. Johns, Talbots^ Bohuns, and even 
the Plantagenets th^mfelves ; and in a conteft 
.with Johti of Lancafter, a Courtenay^ Bifhop of 
London, and afterwards Archbifhop of Canter- 
.bury, might be accofed of profane confidence in 
the ftrength and number of his kindred. In 
peace, the Earls of Devon refided in their nu- 
merous caftles and manors of the wefl^: their 
ample revenue was B^ppropriated to devotion 
and hofpitality ; and the epitaph of Edward, fur- 
named, from his misfortune, the blind j from his 
virtues, the good^ earl, inculcates with much in- 
genuity a moral fentence, which may however 
be abiifed by though tlefsgenerofity. After a 
grateful commemoration of the fifty-five years 
of union and happihefs which he enjoyed with 
Mabel his wife, the good earl thus fpeaks from 
the tomb: 

^ This great family, de ^puarils, de Redverf. de Rivcrsy ended m 
EdWard the Fiiifs timei in ifabeOa de Foxitibus, a famous .and potent 
d6wagery who long furvived her brother and hulbaad (Dvgdal^ Ba« 
xonage^ P. L p. 954 — »570' 

15 What 
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What we gave, we have ; ^ Lia ^* 

What we fpent, we had j 
What we left, we loll »^ 

But their lojfes^ in this fenfe, were far fuperior to 
their gifts and expences; and their heirs, notlefs 
than the poor, were the. obje6ls of their paternal 
care. The fums which they paid for livery 
and feifin, atteft the greatnefs of their poffef- 
iions; and feveral eftates have remained in their 
family fince the thirteenth and fourteenth cen- 
turies. In war, the Courtenays of England ful- 
filled the duties, and deferved the honours, of 
chivalry. They were often entrufted to levy and 
c6mmand the militiaof Devonfliire and Cornwall; 
they often attended their fupreme lord to the 
borders of Scotland : and in foreign fervicc, for 
a ftipulated price, they fometimes maintained 
fourfcore m^n at arms and as many archers. By 
fea and land they fought under the ftandard of 
the Edwards and Henries: their names are con- 
fpicuous in battles, in tournaments, and in the 
original lift of the order of the garter : three 
brothers ihared the Spanifti vidlory of the Black 
Prince ; and in the lapfe of fix generations, the 
Englilh Courtenays had learned to defpife the 
nation and country from which they derived their 
origin. In the quarrel of the two rofes, the Earls 
of Devon adhered to the houfe of Lancafter, and 



®' Cleaveland, p. 14Z. By fome it is affigned to a Rivers Earl of 
Devon: but the Englifh denotes the xvth, rather than the xiiith centurj^^. 

VOL. XI. - X three 
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CHAP, three brothers fucceffively died, either in the 
^-^ . field or on the fcaffold , Their honours and eftates 
were reftored by Henry the Seventh ; a daughter 
of Edward the Fourth was not dilgraced by the 
nuptials of a Courtenay; their fon, who was 
created Marquis of Exeter, enjoyed the favour of 
his coufin Henry the Eighth j and in the camp of - 
Cloth of Gold, he broke a lance againit the 
French monarch. But the favour of Henry was 
the prelude of diigrace ; his difgrace was the 
fignal of death ; and of the vi^ims of the jealous 
tyrant, the Marquis of Exeter is one of the tnoft 
noble and guiltlefs. His fon Edward lived a pri-? 
foner in theTow^, and died an exile at Padua; 
and the fecret love of Queen Mary, whom be 
flighted, perhaps for the Princefs Elizabeth, has 
jhed a romantic cdour on the ilory of this beau^ 
tiful youth. The relics of his patrimony were 
conveyed into flrange families by the marriages 
of his four aunts ; and his perfonal honours, as 
if they had been legally extin^, were revived by 
the patents of fucceeding princes. But there itill 
furvived a lineal defcendant of Hiigh the firft Earl 
of Devon, a younger branch of the Gourtenays, 
who have been f^ated at Powderham caftle above 
four hundred years from the reign of Edward the 
Third to the prefent hour. Their eftates have 
been increafed by the grant and improvement of 
lands in Ireland, and they have been recently re- 
ftored to the honours of the peerage. ^ Yet the 
Courtenays ftill retain the plaintive motto, which 
^fferts the innocence, and deplores the fall, of 

their 
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their ancient houfe '*. While they figh for paft CHAP, 
greatnefs, they are doubtlefs fenfible of prefent ^^' 
bleffings: in the long feries of the Courtenay an- 
nals, the moil fplendid aera is likewife the mbfl 
unfortunate; nor can an opulent peer of Britain 
be inclined to envy the emperors of Conftanti- 
nople, who wandered oyer Europe to folicit alms 
for the fupport of their dignity and the defence 
of their capital, 

^ Uii lapfui I Quidfici ? a motto wi&ich was probably adopted by 
tlie Pbwderham branchy after the lois of the earldom of Devonfhiro^ 
&c, The primitive arms of the Courtenays were^ or, three torteaux^ 
gules, which feem to denote their affinity with Godfrey of Bouillon^ 
jmd the ancient counts of Boiik)|;a«« 
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CHAR LXII. 

The Greek Emperors of Nice and Con/imtino^ 
pie. — Elevation and Reign of Michael Pa- 
keologus. — His falfe Union with the Pope 
and the Latin Church. — Hojlik Dejigns of 
Charles of Anjou. — Revolt of Sicily. — War 
of the Catalans in AJia and Greece. — Reoo^ 
lutions andprefent State of Athens. 

^^^^' T^HE lofs of Conflantinople reftored a mo- 
mentary vigour to the Greeks. From 
their palaces, .the. princes and nobles were 
driven into the field ; and the fragments of the 
falling monarchy were grafped by the hands of 
the raoft vigorous or the moft fkilful candidates* 
In the long and barren pages of the Byzantine 
annals', it would not be an eafy tafk to equal the 

\^£^^ two chara6lers of Theodore Lalfcaris and John 
-^^- Ducas Vataces% who replanted and upheld the 
Roman ftandard at Nice in Bithynia. The dif- 
ference of their virtues was happily fuited to the 

' For the reigns of the Nicene emperors, more efpecially of John 
Vataces and his fon, their miniilery George Acropolita, is the only genu* 
ine contemporary ; but George Parhymer returned to Conftantmople 
with the Greeks at the age of nineteen (Hanckius, de Script. Byzant. 
C.33, 34. p. 5 64— 578. Fabric. Bibliot. Graec. tom.vi. p. 488 — 
460.). Yet the hiftory of Nicephorus Gregoras, though of the xivth 
century, is a valuable narrative from the taking of Confbntinople by 
the Latins. 

^ Nicephorus Gregoras (i.ii. c. i.) diftinguiihes between the o^em 
Of /U191 of Lafcaris, and the Ei/rct6sia of Vataces. The two portraits art 
ia a very good llyle. 

12 diverfity 
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Giverfity of their fituation. In his firft efforts, chap. 
the fugitive Lafcaris commanded only three cities 
and two thoufand foldiers : his reign was the 
feafon of generous and a6tive defpair : in every 
military operation he flaked his life and crown j 
and his enemies, of the Hellefpont and the Mae- 
ander, were furprifed by his celerity and fubdued 
by his boldnefs. A vi6lorious reign of eighteen 
years expanded the principality of Nice to the 
magnitude of an empire. The throne of hisfuc- JohnDucat 
ceffor and fon-in-law Vataces was founded on a *^^2' 
more folid bafis, a larger fcope, and more plen- laaa— 
tiful refources ; and it was the temper, as well as q^^/' 
the intereft, of Vataces to calculate the rilk, to 
€xpe6l the moment, and to enfure the fuccefs, 
of his ambitious defigns. In the decline of the 
-Latins, I have briefly expofed the progrefs of the 
Greeks ; the prudent and gradual advances of a 
conqueror, who, in a reign of thirty-three years, 
refcued the provinces from national and foreign 
ufurpers, till he preffed on all fides the Imperial 
city, a leaflefs and faplefs trunk, which muft fall 
at the firft ftroke of the axe. But his interior 
and peaceful adminiftration is ftill more deferv- 
ing of notice and praife \ The calamities of 
the times had wafted the numbers and the fub- 
ftance of the Greeks : the motives and the means 
of agriculture were extirpated; and the moft 
fertile lands were left without cultivation br in- 
habitants. A portion of this vacant property 

^ Padiymery 1. L c. 23* 24* Nic. Greg. 1. ii. c. 6. The reader 
of the Byzantines muft obfenre hqw rarely we arc indulged with fuch 
fredous detaSf. 

X 3 was 
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CHAP, was occupied and improved by the command, 
^'^"' and for the benefit, of the Emperor: a powerfiil 
hand and a vigilant eye fupplied and furpafled, 
by a fkilful management, the minute diligence 
of a private farmer : the royal domain became 
the garden and granary of Afia ; and without 
impoverifhingthe people, the fovereign acquired 
a fund of innocent and productive wealth. 
According to the nature of the foil, his lands 
were fown with corn or planted with vines : the 
paftures were filled with horfes and oxen, with 
flieep and hogs ; and when Vataces prefented 
to the Emprefs a crown of diamonds and pearls, 
he informed her with a fmile, that this precious 
ornament arofe from the fale of the eggs of his 
innumerable poultry. The produce of his do- 
main was applied to the maintenance of his 
pal^tce and hoipitals, the calls of dignity and 
benevolence: the leflbn was (till more ufeful 
than the revenue ; the plough was reftored to 
its ancient fecurity and honour ; and the nobles 
were taught to feek a fure and independent re- 
venue from their eftates, inilead of adorning 
their fplendid beggary by the oppreffion of the 
people, or (what is almoft the fame) by the fa- 
vours of the court. The fuperfluous ftock of 
com and cattle was eagerly purchafed by the 
Turks, with whom Vataces preferved a jftria 
and fincere alliance ; but he difcouraged the im- 
portation of foreign manufactures, the coftly 
filks of the Eaft, and the curious labours of the 
Italian looms. ^^ The demands of nature and 
" neceffity,** was he accuftomed to fay, " ara 
1 « indiil 
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" indifpenfable ; but the influence of fafhion chap. 
*« may rife and fink at the breath of a monarch ;" ^^™- 
and both his precept and example recommended 
fimplicity of manners and the ufe of domeflic 
induflry. The education of youth and the re- 
vival of learning were the moH ferious objects 
of his care ; and, without deciding the prece- 
dency, he pronounced with truth, that a prince 
and a phiiofopher^ are the two moll eminent 
chara6ters of human fociety. His firfl wife was 
Irene, the daughter of Theodore Laicaris, a 
woman more illuftrious by her perfonal merit, 
the milder virtues of her fex, than by the blood 
of the Angeli and Comneni, that flowed in her 
veins, and tranfmitted the inheritance of the 
empire. After her death he was contradbed to 
Anne, or CQnfl:ance, a natural daughter of the 
Emperor Frederic the fecond ; but as the bride 
had not attained the years of puberty, Vataces 
placed in his folitary bed an Italian damfel of 
her train ; and his amorous weaknefs beftowed 
on the concubine the honours, though not the 
title, of lawful emprefs. His frailty was cen* 
fured as a flagitious and damnable fin by the 
monks j and their rude inve6lives exercifed and 
difplayed the patience of the royal lover. A phi- 
lofophic age may excufe a fingle vice, which was 
redeemed by a crowd of virtues ; and in the re- 
view of his faults, and the more intemperate 
paffions of Lafcaris, the judgment of their con- 

(Greg. Acropol. c. 32*) The emperory in a famUiar converiationf 
€3uunuied and encouraged the iludiea of his future l^gothete. 

X 4 tempo* 
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CHAP, temporaries was foftened by gratitude to the fe- 
^^'^ cond founders of the empire ^. The flaves of the* 
Latins, withput law or peace, applauded the 
happinefs of their brethren who had refumed 
their national freedom ; and Vataces employed 
the laudable policy of convincing the Greeks of 
every dominion that it was their interell to be 
enrolled in the number of his fubje6ts. 

Theodore A ftrong fliade of degeneracy^is vifible between 

^i^D^^ John Vataces and his fon Theodore; between 
1455, the founder who fuftained the weight, and the 
heir, who enjoyed the fplendour, of the Imperial 
145^1 crown *. Yet the chara6ler of Theodore was not 

Auguft. devoid of energy ; he had been educated in the 
fchool of his father, in the exercife'of war and 
hunting : Conftantinople was jet fpared ; but in 
the three years of a ftiort reign, he thrice led his 
armies into the heart of Bulgaria. His virtues 
were fuUied by a choleric and fufpicious temper : 
the firft of thefe may be afcribed to the ignorance 
of controul ; and the fecond might naturally arife 
from a dark and imperfe6l view of the corruption 
of mankind. On a march in Bulgaria, he con- 
fiilt-ed on a queftion of policy his principal mini- 
ftersj and the Greek logothete, George Acropo- 
lita, prefumed to offend him by the declaration 
of a free and honeft opinion. The Emperor half- 

* Compare Acropolita (c. 18. 54.)* and the two firft books of Nice- 
phoms Gregoras. 

. ^ A Perfian fayii^y that Cyrus was the father^ and Darius the 
mafter^ of his fubjedts> was apj^ed to Vataces and his fon. But Pachy- 
mer (1. i. c. aa.) has miftaken the mild Daijus for the cruel Cambyles» 
defpot or tyrant of his people. By the iafiitution of taxesy Darius 
had incurred the lefs odious, but more contemptible, name of KaTnyo;, 
merchant or broker (Herodotus, iii. 89.). 

uuflieathed 
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unflieathed his fcymetar ; but his more delibe- chap. 
rate rage referved Acropolita for a bafer puni(h- 
ment. One of the firft officers of the empire 
was ordered to difmount, ftripped of his rpbes, 
and extended on the ground in the prefence of 
the prince and army. In this pofture he was 
chaftifed with fo many and fuch heavy blows 
from the clubs of two guards or executioners^ 
that when Theodore commanded them to ceafe, 
the great logothete was fcarcely able to rife and 
crawl away to his tent. After a feclufion of 
fome days, he was recalled by a peremptory 
mandate to his feat in council; and fo dead were 
the Greeks to the fenfe of honour and fliame, 
that it is from the narrative of the fufferer him- 
felf that we acquire the knowledge of his dis- 
grace \ The cruelty of the Emperor was exaf- 
perated by the pangs of ficknefs, the approach 
of a premature end, and the fufpicion of poifon 
and magic. The lives and fortunes, the eyes 
and limbs, of his kinfmen and nobles, were 
iacrificed to each fally of paffion ; and before 
he died, the fon of Vataces might deferve from 
the people, or at leaft from the court, the ap- 
pellation of tyrant. A matron of the family of 
the Palaeologi had provoked his anger by re- 
fufing to beftow her beauteous daughter.on the 
vile plebeian who was recommended by his ca- 
price. Without regard to her birth or age, her 

^ Acropoliu (c. 63.) ieems to admire his own finnne& in fuibuning a 
beatiagr and not returning to council till he was called. He relates 
the exploits of l^eodore^ and his own fervices* from c. 53. to c. 74. 
<ff hU hifiory. See the third book of Nicephorus Gregoras. 

body, 
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CHAP, body, as high as the neck, was inclofed in a 
^ -^ _f fack, with feveral cats, who were pricked with 
pins to irritate their fury againil their unfortu- 
nate fellow-captive. In his lad hours, the Em- 
peror teftified a wifli to forgive and be forgiven, 
ajuft anxiety for the fate of John his fon and 
fucceflbr, who, at the age of eight years, was 
condemned to the dangers of a long minority. 
Mmority His lad choice entrufted the office of guardian 
^^ to the fanftity of the patriarch Arfenius, and 
A. D. to the courage of George Muzalon, the great 
i»59» domeftic, who was equally diftinguiflied by the 
"^ ' royal favour and the public hatred. Since their 
connexion with the Latins, the names and 
privileges of hereditary rank had infinuated 
themfelves into the Greek monarchy ; and the 
noble families * were provoked by the elevation 
of a worthlefs favourite, to whofe influence 
they imputed the errors and calamities of the 
late reign. In the firfl council, after the Em- 
peror's death, Muzalon, from a lofty throne, 
pronounced a laboured apology of his condu6t 
and intentions : his modefl;y was fubdued by an 
unanimous affurance of efteem and fidelity; and 
his moft inveterate enemies were the loudeft 
to falute him as the guardian and faviour of 
the Romans* Eight days were fufficient to 
prepare the execution of the confpiracy. On 
the ninth, the obfequies of the deceafed mo- 

^ Pachymer j[l. L c. ai.) names 'and dlfcrimiaates fifteen or twenty 
€h:eek familie8» xat e<70t aXKoi, on v fjnya^cymt^ cu^ xau XtT^ 
9vyMic^Titto. Does he mean) by this decorationy a figurative^ or a 
real ^d^ cbaia? Perkaps^ both, 

narch 
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narch were folemnized in the cathedral of Mag- chap. 
nefia^, an Afiatic city, where he expired, on the -^ ^ '_f 
banks of the Hermus, and at the foot of mount 
Sipylus. The holy rites were interrupted by a 
fedition of the guards ; Muzalon, his brothers, 
and his adherents, were maffacred at the foot of 
the altar; and the abfent patriarch was aflbciated 
4jrith a new colleague, with Michael Palaeologus, 
the moft illuftrious, in birth and merit, of the 
Greek nobles '^ 

Of thofe who are proud of theiranceftors, the Fanuiyand 
far greater part muft be content with local or ^ch^^^ 
domeilic renown ; and few there are who dare Paiaoio- 
truft the memorials of their family to the public ^^ 
annals of their country. As early as the ihiddle 
of the eleventh century, the noble race of the 
PalflDologi " ftands high and confpicuous in the 
Byzantine hiftory : it was the valiant George 
Palaeologus who placed the father of the Com- 
neni on the throne; and his kinfmen or defcend- 
ants continue, in each generation, to lead the ar- 
mies and councils of the ftate. The purple was 
not difhonoured by their alliance; and had the 

'Thepldgeographersy withCellarius andD'A]iviUe» and our travellerst 
particularly Pocock and Chandler, will teach us to diftinguiih the twa 
Magnefias of Afia Minor, of the Meeander and of Sipylus. The latter^ 
our prefent objeifty is ftill flourilhing for a Turkiih cityy and liee eight 
hoursy or leagues, to the north-eaft of Smyrna (Toumeforty Voyage 
du Levant, torn, iii, lettre xxii. p. 365— 3 70. Chandler's Travels into 
Afia Minor, p* 2670* 

'° See Acropolita (c 75, 76, &c.)» who lived too near the times: 
Pachymer (U i. c. 13 — 25,), Gregoras (l.iiL c. 3, 4, 5.). 

" The pedigree of Palseologus is explained by Ducange (Famil. By» 
aant. p. z$o, &c.) : the events of his private life are rdated by Pa- 
chymer (1. i. c. 7 — I a.) and Gregoras (l.ii. 8. I iii. a. 4. l.iv. i.) with 
vifibltf favour to the father of the reigning dynafty* 

law 
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c H A P. law of fucceffion, and female fucceffion, been 
^_ ^^' . i ftri6lly obferved, the wife of Theodore Lafcaris 
mull have yielded to her elder filler, the mother 
of Michael Palasologus, who afterwards raifed 
his family to the throne. In his perfon, the 
iplendour of birth was dignified by the merit of 
tiie foldier and flatefman : in his early youth he 
was promoted to the office of conftable or com- 
mander of the French mercenaries ; the private 
expence of a day never exceeded three pieces of 
gold ; but his ambition was rapacious and pro- 
fufe ; and his gifts were doubled by the graces 
of his converfation and manners. The love of 
the ibldiers and people excited the jealoufy of the 
court } and Micha;el thrice efcaped from the 
dangers in which he was involved by his own 
imprudence or that of his friends. I. Under the 
reign of Jufl;ice and Vataces, a diQ)ute arofe " 
between two officers, one of whom accufed the 
other of maintaining the hereditary fright of the 
Palseologi. The caufe was decided, according 
to the new jurifprudence of the Latins, by fingle 
combat : the defendant was overthrown ; but 
he perfifl^ed in declaring that himfelf alone was 
guilty ; and that he had uttered thefe rafli or 
treafonable fpeeches without the approbation or 
knowledge of his patron. Yet a cloud of fut 
picion hung over the innocence of the con- 
liable : he Was Hill purfued b) the whifpers of 
malevolence ; and a fubtile courtier, the Arch- 

"^ " AcropoHta (c. 50.) relates the circumftances of this curious idven^ 
turei whkh fetoi to Iiaye efcaped the more rscent writers. 

bilhop 
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bifliop of Philadelphia, urged him to accept the c H A p, 
judgment of God in the fiery proof of the or- ^^™ ' . 
deal '\ Three days before the trial, the patient's 
arm was incloftd in a bag, and fecured by the 
royal fignet ; and it was incumbent on him to 
bear a red-hot ball of iron three times from the 
altar to the rails of the fan6luary, without artifica 
and without injury. Falaeologus eluded the dan- 
gerous experiment with fenfe and pleafantry* 
" I am a foldier,'* faid he, *^ and will boldly 
" enter the lifts with my accufers: but a layman^ 
" a finner like myfelf, is not endowed with the 
" gift of miracles. Your piety, moft holy pre*' 
" late, may deferve the interpofition of heaven, 
" and from your hands I will receive the fiery 
" globe, the pledge of my innocence/' The 
Archbifhop ftared; the Emperor fmiled; and the 
abfolution or pardon of Michael was approved by 
new rewards and new fervices, II. In the fuc-. 
ceeding reign, as he held the government of 
Nice, he was fecretly informed, that the mind 
of the abfent prince was poifoned with jealoufy ^ 
and that death, or bliridnefs, would be his final 
reward. Inftead of awaiting the return and fen^ 
tence of Theodore, the conftable, with fome fol- -^ 

lowers, efcaped from the city and the empire j 
and though he was plundered by the Turkmans 
of the defert, he found an hofpitable refuge in 

'^ Pachymer (l.i. c. 12.), who fpeaks with proper contempt of thit 
barbarous trial, afiBrms, that he had feen in his youth many perfons 
vrho had iuftained, without injury, the fiery ordeal. As a Greek, he 
is credulous ; but the ingenuity of the Greeks might fumiih fome 
remedies of art or fraud a^ainft their own fuperftition, or that of their 
tyrant. 

the 
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c H^ P. the court of the fultan. In thexambiguous Hate 
of an exile, Michael reconciled the duties of 
gratitude and loyalty : drawing his fword agaiaft 
the Tartars ; admonifhing the garrifons of the 
Roman limit ; and promoting, by his influence, 
the reftoration of peace, in which his pardon and 
recall were honourably included* III. While he 
guarded the Wefl againfl the delpot of Epirus, 
Michael was again fufpe6ted and condemned in 
the palace; and fuch was his loyalty or weak- 
nefs, that he fubmitted to be led in chains above 
fix hundred miles from Durazzo to Nice. The 
civility of the meflenger alleviated his diigrace ; 
the Emperor's ficknefs diipelled his danger; and 
the lail breath of Theodore, which recommended 
his infant fon, at once acknowledged the inno* 
cence and the power of Palaeologus. 
His eieva- But his innocence had been too unworthily 
Itonl*^ treated, and his power was too ftrongly felt, to 
curb an afpiring lubje€t in the fair field that was 
opened to his ambition '\ In the council after 
the death of Tlieodore, he was the firft to pro- 
, nounce, and the firfl to violate, the oath of alle* 
glance to Muzalon ; and fo dextrous was his 
conduft, that he reaped the benefit, without 
incurring the guilt, or at lead the reproach, of 
the fubiequent maflacre. In the ch<Hce of a 
regent, he balanced the interefts and paffions of 
the candidates.; turned their envy and hatred 



** Withcnit comparing Pachymer to Thucydides or Tacki»» I wiff 
praife liis narrative (LL c. 13 — 3%, liL c. x — ^}f whicb porfues the 
wktnt of PalsBoIogus with eloqoencey perfpicuity» astA tolorahle fke e do n u 
Aopopolita is QUHre cautiou8> «ad Gregoras more coacifew 

from 
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from himfelf againft each other, and forced every chap. 
competitor to own, that after his own claims, ^ ^^^^ 
thofe of Falaeologus were bell entitled to the 
preference. Under the title of great duke, 
he accepted or aflumed, during a long minority, 
the afilive powers of government ; the patriarch 
was a venerable name j and the fa£lious nobles 
were feduced, or oppreffed, by the afcendant 
of his genius. The fruits of the oeconomy of 
Vataces were depofited in a ftrong caftle on the 
batiks of the Hermus, in the cuftody of the 
faithful Varangians : the conftable retained his 
command or influence over the foreign troops ; 
he employed the guards to poffefs the treafure, 
and the treafure to corrupt the guards ; and 
whatfoever might be the abufe of the public 
money, his character was above the fiifpicion 
of private avarice. By himfelf, or by hi? enaif- 
faries, he flrove to perfuade every rank of fub- 
^e6ls, that their own profperity would rife in 
juft proportion to the eflablifliment of his au- 
thority. The weight of taxes was fufpended^ 
the perpetual theme of popular complaint j a»d 
he prohibited the trials by the ordeal and judi- 
cial combat. Thefe Barbaric inftitutions were 
already abolifhed or undermined in France*' 
ftnd England '^i and the appeal to tlie fword 

oflFended 

" The judicial combat was abolifhed by St. Louis m, his own terri-» 
tones ; and his example and authority were at length prevalent ia 
prance (Efprit des Loix> 1. xxviii. c. 29.). 

** In civil cafea Henry II, gave an option to the defendant : Glaa- 
yille prefers the proof by evidence, and that by judicial combat is 
Reprobated ix^ the Fleta* Yet the trial by battle haii never bees abr<H 

^ated 
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CHAP, offended the fenfe of a civilized '% and the 
_^^L^ temper of an unwarlike, people. For the fu- 
ture maintenance of their wives and children, 
the veterans were grateful : the prieft and the 
philofopher applauded his ardent zeal for the 
advancement of religion and learning ; and his 
vague promife of rewarding merit was applied 
by every candidate to his own hopes. Con- 
fcious of the influence of the clergy, Michael 
fuccefsfully laboured to fecure the fuffrage of 
that powerful order. Their expeniive journey 
from Nice to Magnefia, afforded a decent and 
ample pretence : the leading prelates were 
tempted by the liberality of his no6iurnal vifits; 
and the incorruptible patriarch was flattered 
by the homage of his new colleague, who 
led his mule by the bridle into the town, 
and removed to a refpe6lful difl^ance" the 
importunity of the crowd. Without renoun- 
cing his title by royal defcent, Palaeologus 
encouraged a free difcuflion into the advantages 
of ele6tive monarchy ; and his adherents aflced, 
with the infolence of triumph, what patient 

gated in the Englilh lawy and it was ordered by the judges as late at 
the beginning of the laft century. 

'7 Yet an ingenious friend has ui^ed to me in mitigation of this 
praAice, i. That in nations emerging fr ti barbarifm, it moderates 
the licence of private war and arbitrary revenge, a* That it is leis 
abfurd than the trials by the ordealy or boiling water> or the croisy 
which it has contributed to aboliih. 3. That it ferved at leafi as a 
teft of perfonal courage ; a quality fo feldom united with a bafe dif^ 
pofitiony that the danger of the trial might be /bme check to 2 
malicious profecutor^ and an ufeful- barrier againft injuftice fupported 
by power. The gallant and unfortunate Earl of Surrey might pro- 
bably have efcaped his unmerited fate, had not his demand of xixt 
^mbat againft his accufer been over-ruled. 

would 
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would truft his healtii, or what merchant would CHAP, 
abandon his veffel, to the hereditary Ikill of a ^^^' 
phyfician or a pilot ? The youth of the Empe- 
ror, and the impending dangers of a minority, 
required the fupport of a mature and experienced 
guardian ; of an aflbciate raifed above the envy 
of his equals, and ihvefted with the name and 
prerogatives of royalty. For the intereft of the 
prince and people, without any felfiih views for 
himfelf or his family, the great Duke confented 
to guard and inftrudl the fon of Theodore ; but 
he fighed for the happy moment when he might 
reftore to his firmer handls the adminiftration of 
his patrimony, and enjoy the bleffings of a pri- 
vate ilation. He was firft invefted with the title 
and prerogatives oide/pot^ which beftowed the 
purple ornaments, and tlie fecond place in the 
Roman monarchy. It was afterwards agreed 
that John and Michael ihould be proclaimed a$ 
joint emperors, and raifed on the buckler, but 
that the pre-eminence fhould be referved for the 
birth-right of the former. A mutual league of 
amity was pledged between the royal partners j 
and in cafe of a rupture, the fubjefits were bound, 
by their oath of allegiance, to declare themfelves 
againll the aggrefibr ; an ambiguous name, the 
feed of difcord and civil war. Falasologus was 
content J but on the day of the coronation, and 
in the cathedral of Nice, his zealous adherents 
moft vehemently urged the juft priority of his 
age and merit. The unfeafohable difpute was 
eluded by poftponing to a more convenient op- 
portunity the coronation of John Lafcaris ; and 
VOL. XI. Y he 
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CHAP, he walked with a flight diadem in the train of 
^^^f^i^ his guardian, who alone reqeived the Imperial 
Michael crown from the hands of the patriarch. It was 
Paiaoiogus jj^ without extreme reluctance that Arfenius 
a.d/ abandoned the caufe of his pupil j but the Va- 

1260. rangians brandiflied their battle-axes ; a fign of 
^* '* aflent was extorted from the trembling youth ; 

and fome voices were heard, that the life of a 
child fliould no longer impede the fettlement of 
the nation. A full harveft of honours and em- 
ployments was diilribtited among his friends bj 
the grateful Palaeologus. In his own family he 
created a defpot and two febaftocrators ; Alex- 
ius Strategopulus was decorated with the title of 
Caefar; and that veteran commander foon re- 
paid the obligation, by reftoring Conftantinople 
to the Greek Emperon 
Recovery I* ^as in the fecond year of his reign, while he 
cCConibui. f elided in the palace and gardens of Nymphae- 
^Zd "°^ '^> °^^^ Smyrna, that the firft meflenger ar- 

1261. rived at the dead of night ; and the flupendous 
^^7 *i* intelligence was imparted to Michael, after he 

had been gently waked by the tender precaution 
of his fifter^ulogia. The man was unknown or 
obfcure ; he produced no letters from the vic- 
torious Caefar ; nor could it eafily be credited, 
rfter the defeat of Vataces and the recent fail- 
ure of Palaeologus him&lf, that the capital had 



'^ The fite of Nymphaeum is not clearly defined in |ncient or mo- 
dem gecgnphy. But from the lafi hours of. Vataces (Acropolitif 
c. 52.)9 it is evident the palace and gardens of , his favourite refidence 
were in the neighbourhood of Smyrna. Nymphaeum migjit be loo&iy 
phced ia Lydk (Grefarasy X ▼»• 6.). 

been- 
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been furprifed by a detachment of eight hundred chap. 

foldiers. As an hoftage, the doubtful author ^_ _ _'^ 

was confined, with the affurance of death or an 

ampl^ recorapence ; and the court was left fome 

hours in the anxiety of hope and fear, till the 

meiTengers of Alexius arrived with the authentic 

intelligence, and difplayed the trophies of the 

conqueft^ the fword and fceptre'% the bufkins 

and bonnet *% of the ufurper Baldwin, which he 

had dropt in his precipitate flight. A general 

aflembly of the bilhops, fenators, and nobles, was 

immediately convened, and never perhaps was 

an event received with more heartfelt and uni- 

verfiil joy. In a ftudied oration, the new fove- 

reign of Conflantinople congratulated his own 

and the public fortune. " There was a time,** 

laid he, " a far diflant time, when the Roman 

" empire! extended to the Adriatic, the Tigris, 

" and the confines of -Ethiopia. After the lofs 

** of the provinces, our capital itfelf, in thefe 

** lafland calamitous days, has been wrefted from 

" our hands by the Barbarians of the Weft. 

« From the loweft ebb, the tide of profperity 

** has again returned in our favour; but Qur 

" profperity was that of fugitives and exiles j 

" and when we were afked, which was the couq« 

" try of the Romans, we indicated with a blulh 

'' This fceptre, the emblem of juftice and power, was a long ftafli 
fuch as was ufed by the heroes in Homer. By the latter Greeks it 
was named Dicanicey and the Imperial fceptre was diitinguifhed ai 
ufual by the red or purple colour. 

^'Acripolita aifirms (c.87.) that this bonnet was after the French - 
€dhion ; but from the ruby at the point or fununit^ Ducange (Hift* 
de C. P. 1. V. c, a8, 39.) believes that it was the high«crowned hal of 
tbe Greek*. Could AcripoHta miftake the drefs of his own court } 

Y 2 ' « the 
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CHAP." the climate of the globe and the quarter of the 
^ ^"'_i ** heavens. The divine Providence, has now re- 
" ftored to our arms the city of Conftantine, the 
" facred feat of religion and empire 5 and it will 
" depend on our valour and conduft to render 
"this important acquifition the pledge and 
Rchimof " omen of future vi6lories.** So eager was the 
the Greek impatience of the prince and people, that Mi- 
^^^]* chael made his triumphal entry into Conftanti- 
1161. nople only twenty days after the expulfion of 
^"^' '^' the Latins. The golden gate was thrown open 
at his approach; the devout conqueror di£* 
mounted from his horfe ; and a miraculous 
image of Mary the Condu6lrefs was borne be- 
fore him, that the divine Virgin in perfon might 
appear to conduct him to the temple of her Son, 
the cathedral of St.Sophia. But after the firft 
tranfport of devotion and pride, he fighed at the 
dreary prolpe6l of folitude and ruin. The palace 
was defiled with fmoke and dirt, and the grofi 
^ intemperance of the Franks ; whole ftreets bad 
been confumed by fire, or were decayed by the 
injuries of time; the facred and profane edifices 
were ftripped of their ornaments ; and as if 
they were confcious of their approaching exile, 
the induftry of the Latins had been confined to 
the work of pillage and deftruaion. Trade had 
expired under the preffure.of anarchy and diftrefs; 
and the numbers of inhabitants had decreafed 
with the opulence of the city. It was the firft 
care of the Greek monarch to reinfl^ate the nobles 
in the palaces of their fathers; and the houfesor 
the ground which they occupied were reftored to 

12 the 
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the families that could exhibit a legal right of c H^A P. 



inheritance. But the far greater part was extindl ^*^^' 



or loft ; the vacant property had devolved to the 
lord ; he repeopled Conftantinople by a liberal 
invitation to the provinces ; and the brave volun- 
teers were feated in the capital which had been 
recovered by their arms. The French barons 
and the principal families had retired with their 
emperor ; but the patient and humble crowd of 
Latins was attached to the country, and indif- 
ferent to the change of mafters. Inftead of ba- 
xiifliing the fadtories of the Pifans, Venetians, 
and Genoefe, the prudent conqueror accepted 
their oaths of allegiance, encouraged their in- 
duftry, confirmed their privileges, and allowed 
them to live under the jurifdiS;ion of their proper 
magiftrates. Of thefe nations, the Pifkns and 
Venetians preferved their refpe^ve quarters in 
the city ; but the fervices and power of the Ge- 
noefe deferved at the fame time the gratitude and 
the jealoufy of the Greeks. Their independent 
colony was firft planted at the fea-port town o 
Heraclea in Thrace. They were fpeedily re- 
called, and fettled in the exclufive poffeffion of 
the fuburb of Galata, an advantageous poft, in 
which they revived the commerce, aad infulted 
the majefty, of the Byzantine empire *'. 

The recovery of Conftantino.ple was celebrated p^seoio^ 
as the aera of a new enipire: the conqueror, t^^*nd 

" See Padiymer (1. «. c. 98 — 33.), Aoipolita (c. 88.), N^eei^criis 
Gregoras (I. iv. ;.)» and far the treatment dP tiie iUbje^ LatuB» Dn- 
Mnge (l.v. c. 30, 31.). 

Y 3 alone. 
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CHAP, alone, and by the right of the fword, renewed 
^^^ ^ his coronation in the church of St. Sophia ; 
and the name and honours of John Lafcaris, 
his pupil and lawful fovereign, were infenfibly 
aboliflied. But his claims ftill- lived in the 
minds of the people ; and the royal youth mufl 
Ipeedily attain the years of manhood and ambi- 
tion. By fear or confcience, Palaeologus was re- 
flrained from dipping his hands in innocent and 
royal blood ; but the anxiety of an ufurper and 
a parent urged him to fecure his throne, by one 
of thofe imperfe6l crimes fo familiar to the mo- 
dern Greeks. The lofs of fight incapacitated 
the young prince for the a6iive bufinefs of the 
world : inftead of the brutal violence of tearing 
out his eyes, the vifual nerve was deftroyed by 
the intenfe glare of a red-hot bafon**, and John 
Lafcaris was removed to a diilant caftle, where 
he fpent many years in privacy and oblivion. 
Such cool and deliberate guilt may feem incom- 
patible with remorfe ; but if Michael could truft 
the mercy of heaven, he was not inaccefiible to 
the reproaches and vengeance of mankind, which 
he had provoked by cruelty and treafon. His 
cruelty impofed on a fervile court the duties of 
applaufe or filence ; but the clergy had a right to 

^ This milder invention for extinguiihing the fight» was tried by 
the philofopher Democritus on himfelf, when he fought to withdraw 
his mind from the vifible world : a foolifh fiory ! The word abacinarey 
in Latin and Italian^ has fumiihed Ducange (Glofl. Latin.) with an 
opportunity to review the various modes of blinding ; the more violent 
were fcooping» buining with an iron or hot vinegar, and binding the 
head with a ib-ong cord till the eyes buril from their fockets. In- 
genious tyrants ! 

J 4 fpeak 
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^eak in the name of their invifible mailer ; and chap. 
their holy legions were led by a prelate, whofe ^^^'^ 
character was above the temptations of hope or 
fear. After a Ihort abdication of his dignity, 
Arfenius*^ had confented to afcend the ecclefiaf- 
tical throne of Conftantinq)le, and to prefide in 
the reftoration of the church. His pious fim- 
plicity was long deceived by the arts of Palaeo- 
logus; and his patience and fubmiflion might 
iboth the uiiirper, and protect the iafety of the 
young prince. On the news of his inhuman 
treatment, the patriarch unflieathed the fpiritual 
iword ; and fuperilition, on this occaiion, was 
enliiled in the caufe of humanity and juftice. In ^^ «coni. 
a iynod of bilhops,' who were ftimulated by the by the pa- 
example of his zeal, the patriarch pronounced a ^^^ Ar. 
fentence of excommunication ; though his pru- ^.d. 
dence (till repeated the name of Michael in the 1362— 
public prayers. The Eaftern prelates had not **^^ 
adopted the dangerous maxims of ancient Rome ; 
nor did they prefume to enforce their cenfures, 
by depofing princes, or abfolving nations from 
their oaths of allegiance. But the Chriflian, 
who had be^n feparated from God and the 
church, became an objeS: of horror ; and, in a 
turbulent and fanatic capital, that horror might 
arm the hand of an aflaflin, or inflame a fedi- 
tion of the people* Palaeologus felt his danger, 
confefled his guilt, and deprecated his judge : 



'^ See tlie firft retreat and reftoration of ArieniiUt in Padiymer (I. it. 
c 15. Liii. c. I9 3.> and Nicephonis Gregoras (Lin. c. 1. 1. iv. c i.). 
Foifterity joftly accufed the a^t\u» and padu/xia of Arieniusy the nr* 
toes of an hennity the icices of a numfter {L iau^c^%,y 

Y 4 ^ the 
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the a6k was irretrievable ; the prize was obtained j 
and the moft rigorouspenance, which he folicited, 
would have railed the finner to the reputation of 
a faint. The unrelenting patriarch refufed to an- 
nounce any means of atonement or any hopes of 
mercy ; and qondefcended only to pronounce, 
that, for fo great a crime, great indeed muft be 
the fatisfafilion. " Do you require,*' faid Mi- 
chael, "that I fhould abdicate the empire?" 
And at thefe words, he offered, or feemed to 
offer, the fwordof ftate* Arfenius eagerly gralpe4 
this pledge of fovereignty : but when he per- 
ceived that the Emperor was unwilling to pur^ 
chafe abfolution at fo dear a rate, he indignantly 
efcaped to his cell, and left the royal finner, 
kneeling and weeping before the door **. ^ 

The danger and fcandal of this excommunica*- 
tion fubfifted above three years, till the popular 
clamour was affuaged by time and repentance ; 
till'the brethren of Arfenius condemned his in- 
flexible fpirit, fo repugnant to the unbounded 
forgiv^nefs of the Gofpel. The Emperor had art- 
fully infinuated, that, if he were ftill reje6led at 
home, he might feek, in the Roman pontiff, a 
more indulgent judge j but it was far more eafy 
and effectual to find or to place that judge at the 
head of the Byzantine church. Arfenius was 
involved in a vague rumour of conlpiracy and 
difaffe£tion ; fome irregular fteps in his ordina- 
tion and government were liable to cenfure ; a 



'* The crime and excommilnicsdon of Michael are fairly iM by 
Piw:hymer (l.iii. c. lo. I4» I9> dtc.) wid Ofegoras (l.iv. c.4*). His 
C0iifeiiioa and penance reftored their freedonw 

fynod 
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fynod depofed him from the epifcopal office ; and c H A P. 
he was tranfported under a guard of foldiers to a . ^^' 
fmall ifland of the Propontis. Before his exile, he 
fuddenly requefted that a ftridt account might be 
taken of the treafures of the church ; boailed, 
that his fole riches, three pieces of gold, had been 
earned by tranfcribing the pfalms ; continued to 
aflert the freedom of his mind ; and denied, with 
his lad breatli, the pardon which was implored by 
the royal linger ^^ After fome delay, Gregory, 
bifhop of Adrianople, was tranflated to the By- ' 
zantine throne; but his authority was found 
infufficient to fupport the abfolution of the Em- 
peror ; and Jofeph, a reverend monk, was fub- 
llituted to that important fundlion. This ediiy- 
ing fcene was reprefented in the prefence of the 
fenate and people ; at the end of fix years, the 
humble penitent was reilored to the communion 
of the faithful; and humanity will rejoice, that 
a milder treatment of the captive Lafcaris was 
ilipulated as a proof c^* his remorfe. But the 
ipirit of Arfenius ftill furvived in a powerful fac- 
tion of the monks and clergy, who perfevered 
above fcwty-eight years in an obftinate fchifm. 
Their fcruples were treated with tendernefs and 
refpe6l by Michael and his fon ; and the recon- 
ciliation of the Arfenites was the ferious labour 
of the church and ftate. In the confidence of 
fanaticifm, they had propofed to try their caufe 

** Pachymer relates the exile of Arfenius (1. iv. c. i— 16.) ; he wa» 
one of the conmuflaries who vifited him m the defert iilahd. The laft 
teftament of the unforgiving ]>atriarch is ilill extant (Dupiny Bibfio- 
tkeque Bcdefiaftiquey tonux. p«95.). 

by 
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c H A P. by a miracle ; and when the two papers, that 

^LXii. contained their own and the adverfe caufe, were 

caft into a fiery brafier, they expefted that the 

catholic verity would be reipe^ed by the flames. 

Alas! the two papers were indifcriminately cmi- 

. fumed, and this unforefeen accident produced 

the union of a day, and renewed the quarrel of 

an age *\ The final treaty difplayed the victory 

of the Arfenites: the clergy abfl^ained during 

forty days from all ecclefiailical fun6tions; a 

flight penance was impofed on the laity ; the 

body of Arfenius was depofited in the fan3;uar7; 

and in the name of the departed faint, the prince 

and people were releafed from the fins of their 

fathers*\ 

Reign of The eftabliflimcnt of his family was the motive, 

PaiLo^^ or at leafl; the pretence, of the crime of Pateolo- 

logus, gus ; and he was impatient to confirm the fucce£- 

^^^' fion, by fliaring with his eldeft fon the honours 

bee. I.— of the purple. Andronicus, afterwards fumamed 

fa8a ^^^ Elder, was proclaimed and crowned Emperor 

Dec. II. of the Romans, in the fifteenth year of his age ; 

Rttgnof a^nj ffQm |.jjg gj^ ggj.j^ Qf j^ prolix and inglorious 

Andronicus .,,,,, /, . , . ° , 

the Eidfer, T^ign, he held that augutt title nine years as the 
A- !>• colleague, and fifty as the fucceflbr, of his father. 

'^ Pacliymer (1. vii. c. 22.) relates this miraculous trial like a plbilolb* 
phery ahd treats with fimilar contempt a plot of the Arfenites^ to hide a. 
revelation in the coffin of fome old faint (1. vii. c. 13.). He compenfatet 
tiib incredulity by an image that weepsy another that bleeds (L vii. 
c. 30.)^ and the miraculous cures of a deaf and a mute patient (L xL 

*^ The ftory of the ArCenites is fpread through the thirteen hofA& dt 
Pachymer. Their union and triumph are refenred for Kkephonis Gre* 
goras (1. tIL c. 9.]^ who neither loves nor eHecms thefe iedUries. 

Michael 
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Michael himfelf, had he died in a private ftation, chap. 
would have been thought more worthy of the . ^^'_f 
empire: and the affaults of his temporal and Nov. 8— 
ipiritual enemies, left him few moments to la- ^^* 
hour for his own fame or the happinefs of his Feb.^13* 
fubjedls. He wrefted from the Franks feveral of 
the nobleft illands of the Archipelago, Lefbos, 
Chios, and Rhodes; his brother Conilantine 
was fent to command in Malvafia and Sparta; 
and the eaftern fide of the Morea, from Argos 
and Napoli to Cape Taenarus, was repoffeffed by 
the Greeks. This effufion of Chriilian blood Was 
loudly condemned by the patriarch ; and the info- 
lent prieft prefumed to interpofe his fears and 
fcruples between the arms of princes. But in the 
profecution of thefe weftern conquefts, the coun- 
tries beyond the Hellelpont were left naked to 
the Turks ; and their depredations verified the 
prophefy of a dying fenator, that the recovery of 
Confl;antinople would be the ruin of Afia. The 
vi6lories of Michael were atchieved by his lieu- 
tenants; his fword rufl;ed in the palace; and in 
the tranfa6tions of the Emperor with the Popes 
and the King of Naples, his political arts were 
flained with cnielty and fraud ^'« 

I. The Vatican was the mofl; natural refuge of hIs union 
a Latin emperor, who had been driven from his ^'* ** 



^ Of the xili books of Pachymer^ the firft fix (as the ivth and vth 
of Nicephorus Gregoras) contain the reign of Michael^ at the time of 
whofe death he was forty years of age. Inftead of breaking, like his 
editor the Pere Pouiiiny his hiflory into two parts, I follow Ducange 
and Coufin, who number the xiii books in one feries. 

throne ; 
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CHAP, throne ; and Pope Urban the Fourth appeared ta 
^^^'* pity the misfortunes, and vindicate the caufe, of 
Latin the fugitive Baldwin. A crufade, with plenary 
church, indulgence, was preached by his command againft 
lay/—, the fchifmatic Greeks; he excommunicated their 
ia77- allies an dadherents; folicited Louis the Ninth in 
favour of his kinfman; and demanded a tenth of 
the ecclefiaftical revenues of France and England 
for the fervice of the holy war'^ The fubtile 
Greek, who watched the rifing tempeft of the 
Weft, attempted to fufpend or footh the hoftility 
of the pope, by fuppliant embaffies and refpe6lful 
letters; but he iniinuated that the eftablifliment 
of peace muft prepare the reconciliation and obe- 
dience of the Eaftern church. The Roman court 
could not be deceived by fo grofs an aji;ifice j 
and Michael was admoniihed, that the repentance 
of the fon Ihould precede the forgivenefi of the 
father ; and that Jaith (an ambiguous word) was 
the only bafis of friendfhip and alliance. After a 
long and affefted delay, the approach of danger, 
and the importunity of Gregory the Tenth com- 
pelled him to enter on a more ferious negociation: 
he alleged the example of the great Vataces; and 
the Greek clergy, who underftood the intentions 
of their prince, were not alarmed by the &ft fteps 
of reconciliation and refpeft. But when heprefled 
the conclufion of the treaty, they ftrenuoufly de- 
clared that the Latins, though not in name, 
were heretics in fafit, and that they deQ)ifed thole 

'^ Ducange, Hifi. de C.P. l.v. c.33, &c. fit>xn die Epiffies ^ 
Urban IV, 

ftrangers 
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ftrangers as the vileft and moft defpicable por- chap. 
tion of the human race ^^ It was the talk of . ^^^' 
the Emperor to perfuade, to corrupt, to in- 
timidate, the moil popular ecclefiaftics, to gain 
the vote of each individual, and alternately to 
urge the arguments of Chriftian charity and the 
public welfare. The texts of the fathers ^and 
the arms of the Franks were balanced in the 
theological and political fcale ; and without ap- 
proving the addition to the Nicene creed, the 
moft moderate were taught to confefs, that the 
two hoftile propofitions of proceeding from the 
father bt the Son, and of proceeding from the 
father AND the Son, might be reduced to a &fe 
and Catholic fenfe^^ The fupremacy of the 
pope was a dodlrine more eafy to. conceive, but 
more painful to acknowledge ; yet Michael re- 
prefented to his monks and prelates that they 
might fubmit to name the Roman bifliop, as the 
firft of the patriarchs ; and that their diftance 
and difcretion would guard the liberties of the 
Eafterri church from the mifchievous confe- 
qu^nces of the right of appeal. He proteftecj 
that he would facriifice his life and empire rather 
than yield the fmalleft point of orthodox faith 

^ Frotn th^ir mercantile intercouife with the Venetians and Genoefe^ 
ihtf branded the Latins as xj»vii>jn and fiuMwa-ok (Pachymer, Lr. 
c. lo.)* " Some are heretics in name ; other8> like the Latins, in. 
fail," laid the learned Veccus (1. v. c. la.), who foon afterwards be • 
came a convert (c. 15, 16.) and a patriarch (c. a4*)* 

^' In this clafs, we may place Pachymer himfelfy whofe copious and 
candid narrative occupes the vth and vith books of his hiitory • Yet the 
Oreek is ftlent on the coiracil of Lyons, and feems to believe that th» 
popei always refidtd ui Rome wd Italy (1. v. t:. z;. 2zO« 

QX 
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c H A P. or national independence ; and this declaration 
Lxn. ^i^s fealed and ratified by a golden bull. The 
patriarch Jofeph withdrew to a monaftery, to 
refign or refume his throne, according to the 
event of the treaty : the letters of union and 
obedience were fubfcribed by the Emperor, his 
fon Androiiicus, and thirty-five archbiihops and 
metropolitans, with their refpe6live iynods; and 
the epifcopal lift was multiplied by many dio- 
cefes which were annihilated under the yoke 
of the infidels. An embafly was compofed of 
fome truily minifters and prelates ; they em- 
barked for Italy, with rich ornaments and rare 
perfumes, for the altar of St.Peter ; and their 
ifecret orders authorized and recommended a 
boundlefs compliance. They were received in 
the general council of Lyons, by Pope Gregory 
the Tenth, at the head of five hundred bifhops ^*. 
He embraced with tears his long-lofl: and re- 
pentant children ; accepted the oath of the am- 
bafladors, who abjured the fchifm in the name of 
the two Emperors i adorned the prelates with the 
ring and mitre ; chaunted in Greek and Latin 
the Nicene creed with the addition oijilioque ; 
and rejoiced in the union of the Eaft and Weft, 
which had been referved for his reign. To con- 
fummate this pious work, the Byzantine deputies 
were fpeedily followed by the pope's nuncios ; 
and their inllrudlion difclofes the policy of the 
Vatican, which could not be iatisfied with the 

^' See the aAs of the council of Lyons in the yeaur z»74* Fleury^ 
Hift. Eccleiiaftiquey torn* xviiL p. z8z— zo9« DupiQi B3)liot. EcckC 
torn. X. p. 135, 

vain 
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vain title of fupremacy. After viewing the tern- 6 ha p. 



per of the prince and people, they were enjoined ^^^* 



to abfolve the fchifmatic clergy, who Ihould fub- 
fcribe and fwear their abjuration and obedience; 
to eftablifli in all the churches the ufe of the per- 
fefl: creed 5 to prepare the entrance of a cardinal 
legate, with the full powers and dignity of his . 
office ; and to inftru6t the Emperor in the, ad- 
vantages which he might derive from the tem- 
poral protefilion of the Roman pontiff". 

But they found a country without a friend, a Hisiperfe. 
nation in which the names of Rome and Union ^^^^ 
were pronounced with abhorrence. The patriarch Greeks. 
Jofeph was indeed removed ; his place was filled ^'^^ 
by Vecus, an ecclefiaftic of learning and mode- i»8». 
ration ; and the Emperor was ftill urged by the 
fame motives, to perfevere in the fame profeffions. 
But in his private language, Palaeologus affe6led 
to deplorethe pride, and to blame the innovations, 
of the Latins ; and while he debafed his charac- 
ter by this double hypocrify, he juftified and pu^ 
nifhed the oppofition of his fubjefts. By the 
joint fuffrage of the new and the ancient Rome^ 
a fentence of excommunication was pronounced 
^againfl the obftinate fchifmatics: the cenfures of 
the church were executed by the fword of Mi- 
chael ; on the failure of perfuafion, he tried the 
arguments of prifon and exile, of. whipping and 
mutilation ; thofe touch-ftones^ fays an hiftorian. 



^ This curious mfbrudiioii) which has been drawn with more or leTs 
faoneftf by Wading and Leo Alladus from the archives of the Vati- 
cMif k given in an abftradl or veHioa by Fleury (torn. xviiL p« 25 « — 

of 
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CHAP, of cowards and the brave. Two Greeks ftill 
^_^^" '_ ^ reigned in ^tolia, Epirus, and Theffaly, with 
the appellation of defpots : they had yielded to 
the fovereign of Conftantinople, but they re- 
je6led the chains of the Roman pontiff, and fup- 
ported their Tefufal by fuccefsful arms. Under 
^ their proteftion, the fugitive monks and bifhops 
afiembled in hoftile fynods; and retorted the 
name of heretic with the galling addition of apof- 
tate : the prince of Trebizon was tempted to 
affiime the forfeit title of Emperor j and even the 
Latins of Negropont, Thebes, Athens, and the 
Morea, forgot the merits of the convert, to join 
with open or clandefline aid, the enemies of Fa- 
la^logus. His favourite generals, of his own 
blood and family, fucceffively deferted, or be- 
trayed, the facrilegious truft. His lifter Eulogia, 
a niece, and two female coufinis, confpired againft 
him ; another niece, Mary Queen of Bulgaria, 
negociated his ruin with the Sultan of Egypt ; 
and in the public eye, their treafon was confe- 
crated as the moft fublime virtue ^^ To the pope's 
nuncios, who urged the confummation of the 
work, Palseologus expofed a naked recital of all 
that he had done and fuffered for theirfake. They 
were affured that the guilty fedlaries, of both 
fexes and every rank, had been deprived of their 
honours, their fortunes, and their liberty ; a 

^^ This frank and authentic confeflion of Michael's cMreisy is «t- 
hibited in barbarous Latin by Ogerias, who figns himfelf Protooo- 
tarius Interpretum^ and tranfcribed by Wading frona tke^MSS. of th* 
Vatican (A.D. 12789 No. 3.). His Annals of the ^rancifcin order, 
the Fratres MincMres» in xvii vdames m folio (Romey 1741)1 I havtt 
now accidentally feen among theNieafie paper of a bookfeUer. 

Ipreading 
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ipreading lift of confifcation and punilhmeht, c H A P, 
which involved many perfons, the deareft to the ,_ - -' ,1 
Emperor, or the beft deferving of his favour. 
They were condu6ted to the prifon to behold 
four princes of the royal blood chained in the 
four corners, and Ihaking their fetters in an 
agony of grief and rage. Two of thefe captiveiS 
were afterwards releafed ; the one by fubmiffion, 
the other by death : but the obftinacy of their 
two companions was chaftifed by the lofs of their 
eyes ; and the Greeks, the leaft adverfe to the 
union, deplore that cruel and inaufpicious tra*- 
gedy ^K Perfecutors muft expe6l the hatred of 
thofe whom they opprefs j but they commonly 
find fome confolation in the teftimony of their 
confcience, the applaufe of their party, and, per- 
haps, the fuccefs of their undertaking. But the 
hypocrify of Michael, which was prompted only 
by political motives, muft have forced him to 
hate himfelf, to defpife his followers, and to 
efteem and envy the rebel champions by whom he 
was detefted and defpifed. While his violence 
was abhorred at Conftantinople, at Rome his flow* 
nefs was arraigned, and his fincerity fufpedled j 
till at length Pope Martin the Fourth excluded 
the Greek Emperor from the pale of a church, 
into which he was ftriving to reduce a fchifmatic 
people. No fooner had the tyrant expired, than The union 
the union was diflblved, and abjured by unani- ^^^^^» 
mous confent ; the churches were purified ; the 1*83. 

^' See the viih book of Pachymer» particularly the chapiters^ 1. ii. 
16. 18. 24 — 27. He is the more credible, a» he fpeaks of this per- 
fecution with lefs anger than forrow. 

VOL. xu z penitents 
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CHAP, penitents were reconciled ; and his fon Andro- 
Lxn. nicus, after weeping the fins and errors of his 
youth, moil pioufly denied his father the burial 
of a prince and a Chriftian ^\ 
Ouries of II- In the diftrefs of the Latins, the walls and 
Anjou fub- towers of Conftantinople had fallen to decay : 
pies and they werc reftored and fortified by the policy of 
^^h> Michael, who depofited a plenteous fl:ore of com 
lUe. ^^^ ^It provifions, to fufi;ain the fiege which he 
Feb. a6. might hourly expe6l from the refentment of the 
Wefl^ern powers. Of thefe, the fovereign of the 
two Sicilies was the mofl; formidable neighbour ; 
but as long as they were pofleffed by Mainfroy, 
the bafiard of Frederic the Second, his monarchy 
was the bulwarjk rather than the annoyance of 
the Eailern empire. The ufurper, though a brave 
and aftive prince, was fufficiently employed in 
the defence of his throne : his profcription by 
fuccefiive popes had feparated Mainfroy from 
the common caufe of the Latins ; and the 
forces that might have befieged Confi;antinopIe 
were detained in a crufade againfl; the domeilic 
enemy of Rome. The prize of her avenger, 
the crown of the two Sicilies, was won and 
worn by the brother of St. Louis, by Charles 
Count of Anjou and Provence, who led the 
chivalry of France on this holy expedition ^^ 
The difaffiedlion of his Chriftian fubje6ls com- 
pelled 

^ Pachymer, 1. vii. c i — ii. 17. The fpeech of Andrcmicus the 
Elder (lU). xii. c. 2.) is a curious record^ which proves, that if the 
Gre^s were the ilaves of the Emperor, the Emperor was not lels the 
ikve of fiiperititjon and the clergy. 

^7 The heft accounts, the neareft the time, the moft full and enter- 
taiiiing, of the conqueft of Naples by Charles of Anjou » may be found 
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pelled Mainfroy to enlift a colony of Saracens c p A P. 
whom his father had planted in Apulia: and , ^^^* 
this odious fuccour will explain the defiance of 
the Catholic hero, who rejefted all terms of 
accommodation. " Bear this raeffage," faid 
Charles, " to the Sultan of Nocera, that God 
" and the fword are umpire between us ; and 
** that he fhall either fend me to paradife, or I 
** will fend him to the pit of hell/* The armies 
met, and though I am ignorant of Mainfroy's 
doom in the other world, in this he loft his 
friends, his kingdom, and his life, in the bloody 
battle of Benevento. Naples and Sicily were 
immediately .peopled with a warlike race of 
French nobles j and their afpiring leader em- 
braced the future conqueft of Africa, Greece, 
and Paleftine. The moft fpecious reafons might 
point his firft arms againft the Byzantine empire; 
and Palaeologus, diffident of his own ftrength, re- 
peatedly appealed from the ambition of Charles 
to the humanity of St. Louis, who ftill preferved 
a juft afcendant over the mind of his ferocious 
brother. For a while the attention of that bro- 
ther was confined at home by the invafion of Con- 
radin, the laft heir of the Imperial houfe of Swa- 
bia : but the haplefs boy funk in the unequal 
conflict; and his execution on a public fcaffold 



in the Florentine Chronicles of Ricordano Malefpina (c. 175 — 193.) and 
Giovanni Villani (1. vii.c. i — 10. %$ — 30.), which.are pubfifhedby Mum- 
tori in the viiith and xilith volumes of the hiftorians of Italy. In his An- 
nals (tora.xi. p. s^ — 72.)» ^e has abridged thefe great events, which 
JiXP likewife defcribed in the liloria Civile of Giannone, torn. ii. 1. xix. 
torn. iii. 1. XX. 



2 2 taught 
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CHAP, taught the rivals of Charles to tremble for their 
r —J^i_* heads as well as their dominions. A fecond ref- 
pite was obtained by the laft crufade of St Louis 
to the African coaft j and the double motive of 
intereft and duty urged the King of Naples to 
aflift, with his powers and his prefence, the holy 
enterprife. The death of St. Louis releafed hini 
from the importunity of a virtuous cenfor : the 
King of Tunis confeffed himfelf the tributary and 
Th«atcni vaffal of the crown of Sicily j and the boldeft of 
the Greek the J^reuch knights were free to enlift under his 
*"a?d. banner againft the Greek empire. A treaty and 
12709 &c. a marriage united his intereft with the houfe of 
Courtenay : his daughter Beatrice. was promifed 
to Philip, fon and heir of the Emperor Baldwin : 
a penHon of fix hundred ounces of gold was 
allowed for his maintenance ; and his generous 
father diftributed among his allies the kingdoms 
and provinces of the Eaft, referving only Con- 
ftantinople, and one day 's journey round the city, 
ibr the Imperial domain ^^ In this perilous mo- 
ment PalaBologus was the moft eager to fubfcribe 
the creed and implore the protection of the Ro- 
man pontiff, who affumed^ with propriety and 
weight, the charadler of an angel of peace, the 
common father of the Chriftians. By his voice, 
the fword of Charles was chained in the fcabbard; 
and the Greek ambafladors beheld him, in the 
pope's antichamber, biting his ivory fceptre in a 
tranfport of fury, and deeply refenting the refufal 

*• Ducange, Hlft. de. C. P. I. v. c. 49 — 56. 1. vi. c. 1 — 13. See Pi* 
* chymer^ l.iv. 0.49. l.v. c. 7— 10. 25. l.vi. c.^ao. 3*, 33. and Mce- 
phorus Gregorasy 1* W* $• 1« ▼• x* 6v 

to 
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to enfranchife and confecrate his arms. He ap- c H A P. 
pears to have refpe6led the difinterefted media- ^^^' 
tion of Gregory the Tenth ; but Charles was 
infenfibly difgufted by the pride and partiality of 
Nicholas the Third ; and his attachment to his 
kindred the Urfini family, alienated the moll fire- 
nuous champion from the fervice of the church. 
The hoftile league againft the Greeks, of Philip 
the Latin Emperor, the King of the two Sicilies, 
and the republic of Venice, was ripened into 
execution; and the ele6lion of Martin the Fourth, 
a French pope, gave a fan6lion to the caufe. Of 
the allies, Philip fupplied his name, Martin, a 
bull of excommunication, the Venetians a fqua- 
dron of forty gallies j and the formidable powers 
of Charles confifted of forty counts, ten thoufand 
men at arms, a numerous body of infantry, and 
a fleet of more than three hundred Ihips and 
tranfports. A diftant day was appointed for 
aflembling this mighty force in the harbour of 
Brindili J and a previous attempt was riiked with 
a detachment of three hundred knights, who in- 
vaded Albania, and befieged the fortrefs of Bel- 
grade. Their defeat might amufe with a triumph 
the vanity of Conftantinople ; but the more faga- 
cious Michael, defpairing of his arms, depended 
on the efFe6ls of a confpiracyj on the fecret 
workings of a rat, who gnawed the bow-ftring 3« 
of the Sicilian tyrant. 

^ The reader of Herodotus wiU recolledt how nuraculoufly the 
AiTyrlan hoft of Sennacherib was difarmed and deftroyed (I. xu 

z 3 Among 
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CHAP. Among the profcribed adherents of the houfe 
Lxn. of Swabia, John of Procida forfeited a fmall 

Paiaoiogus lAand of that name in the bay of Naples. His 

inftigates birth was noble, but his education was learned ; 

o/siciiy, ^^^ *^ ^^^ poverty of exile, he was relieved by 
A.D. the practice of phyfic, which he had ftudied in 
^*^°' the fchool of Salerno. Fortune had left him no- 
thing to lofe, except life; and to defpife life is 
the firft qualification of a rebel. Procida was en- 
dowed with the art of negotiation, to enforce 
his reafons, and difguife his motives; and in his 
various tranfa6lions with nations and men, he 
(iould perfuade each party that he laboured 
folely for their intereft. The new kingdoms of 
Charles were affli£led by every fpecies of fifcal 
and military oppreffion^^; and the lives and for- 
tunes of his Italian fubjefts were facrificed to the 
greatnefs of their matter and the licentioufnefs of 
his followers. The hatred of Naples was repreffed 
by his prefence ; but the loofer government of "his 
vicegerents excited the contempt, as well as the 
averfion, of the Sicilians : the ifland was roufed 
to a fenfe of freedom by the eloquence of Procida; 
and he difplayed to every baron his private in- 
tereft in the common caufe. In the confidence of 
foreign aid, he fucceflively vifited the courts of 
the Greek Emperor, and of Peter King of Arra- 



*° According to Sabas Malaipina (Hift. Sicula^ l.iii. c. z6. in Muia- 
tori) torn. yiii. p. S^i.), a zealous Guelph, the fubje(5^s of Chariesy who 
had reviled Mainfroy as a wolfy began to regret him as a lamb : and 
he juitifies their difcontent by the oppreiiions of the French government 
(1. vi. c. a. 7.). See the Sicilian manifefio in Nicholas Specialis (1. i. 
c. zz. in Muratori} tom*x* p. 93 o.)* 

gon. 
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gon '»% who pofleffed the maritime countries of c H A P- 

Valentia and Catalonia. To the ambitious Peter , "^ 

a crown was prefented, which he might juftly 
claim by his marriage with the lifter of Mainfroy, 
and by the dying voice of Conradin, who from 
the fcaffbld had caft a ring to his heir and avenger. 
Palaeologus was eafily perfuaded to divert his 
enemy from a foreign war by a rebellion at 
home ; and a Greek fubfidy of twenty-five thou- 
fand ounces of gold was moft profitably applied 
to arm a Catalan fleet, which failed under an holy 
banner to the fpecious attack of the Saracens of 
Africa. In the difguife of a monk or beggar, 
the indefatigable miffionary of revolt flew from 
Conftantinople to Rome, and from Sicily to Sara- 
gofla: the treaty was fealed with the fignet of 
Pope Nicholas himfelf, the enemy of Charles ; 
and his deed of gift transferred the fiefs of 
St. Peter from the houfe of Anjou to that of Arra- 
gon. So widely diffufed and fo freely circulated, 
the fecret was preferved above two years with 
impenetrable difcretion ; and each of the confpi- 
rators imbibed the maxim of Peter, who declared 
that he would cut off* his left ha^id if it were con- 
fcious of the intentions of his right. The mine 
was prepared with deep and dangerous artifice ; 
but it may be queftioned, whether the inftant 
explofion of Palermo were the efte6fc of accident 
or defign. 



^* See the chanuSler a&d counfel^ of Peter King of Arragon^ in Ma- 
riana (Hift. Ilifpan. 1. xiv. c. 6. torn. ii. p. 133.). The resder forgives 
the Jefuit'$ defers, in favouo always of his ftyle^ and often of his 
fenfet 

z 4 ' On 
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CHAP. On the vigil of Eafter, a proeeffion of the diC 
LXii. armed citizens vifited a church without the walls ; 

The sicUi- ^nd a noble damfel was rudely infulted by aFrepch 

anVefpers, foldier**. The raviflier was inftantlypuniflied with 
ia8a! death ; and if the people at firft was fcattered by 

M^rch 3Q. a military force, their numbers and fury pre- 
vailed: the confpirators feized the opportunity: 
the flame fpread over the ifland ; and eight thou- 
fand French were exterminated in a promifcuous 
mafTacre, which has obtained the name of the 
SiciLUN Vespers *^ From every city the ban- 
ners of freedom and the church were difplayed : 
the revolt was inlpired by the prefence or the foul 
of Procida ; and Peter of Arragon, who failed 
from the African coaft to Palermo, was faluted as 
the king and faviour of the ifle. By the rebellion 
pf a people on whom he had fo long trampled with 
impunity, Charles was aftonilhed and confounded; 
and in the firft agony of grief and devotion, he 
was heard to exclaim, " O God ! if thou haft 
^' decreed to humble me, grant me at leaft a 
^« gentle and gradual defcent from the pinnacle 
« of greatnefs !*' His fleet and army, which 
already filled the fea-ports of Italy, were haflilj 
recalled fropi the fervice of the Grecian war j 
^nd the fituatipn of M^ffin^ expofed that town to 

*' A^ter enumerating the fufferings of his country, Nicholas Spe-- 
cialis adds, in the true fpirit of Italian jealoufy, Qua omnia etgraviora 
quidem, ut arbitror, patient! animo Siculi tolerailent, niii (quod primum 
cun(5lis dominantibus cavendum eil), alienas fcenunas invaffiilent (1. i« 
c. 2. p. 92t4«)> 

^ The French were long taught to remember this bloody lellbn : 
^ If I am provoked (faid Henry the Fourth), I will breakfaft at Milan* 
** and dine at Naples.'^ « Your Majefty (replied the Spanifh anabaip. 
^' fa dor) may perhaps arrive in Sicily for vefpers." 

the 
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the firft dorm of his revenge. Feeble in them- CHAP, 
felves, and yet hopelefs of foreign fuccour, ^™ ' ^ 
the citizens would have repented, and fubmitted 
on the aflurance of full pardon and their ancient 
privileges. But the pride of the monarch was 
already rekindled; and the moil fervent entreaties 
of the legate could extort no more than a pro- 
mife, that he would forgive the remainder, after 
a chofen lift of eight hundred rebels had been 
yielded to his difcretion. The defpair of the 
Meflinefe renewed their courage ; Peter of Arra- 
gon approached to their reliefs ; and his rival 
was driven back by the failure of provifion and 
the terrors of the equinox to the Calabrian fliore. 
At the fame moment, the Catalan admiral, the 
famous Roger de Loria, fwept the channel with 
an invincible fquadron : the French fleet, more Defeat of 
numerous in tranfports than in gailies, was either S^^^ 
burnt or deftroyed; and the fame blow aflured 
the independence of Sicily and the fafety of the 
Greek empire. A few days before his death, the 
Emperor Michael rejoiced in the fall of an enemy 
whom he hated and efteemed : and perhaps he 
might be content with the popular judgment, 
that had they not been matched with each other, 
Conftantinople and Italy muft fpeedily have 



^ This revolt, with the fubfequent vi<ftoiy, are related by two na- 
tional writers. Bartholemy k Neocaftro (inMuratoriy tom»xiiL) and 
Nicholas Specialis (in Muratori» torn. x.)> the ootz contemporary^ the 
other of the next century. The patriot Specidis difclaims the name 
of rebellion^ and all previous correfpondence with Peter of Arragon 
(nullo communicato conHlio), who kafpcne4 to be with a fleet and army 
\n the African coaft (!• i. c. 4* 9*}« 

obeyed 
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CHAP, obeyed the fame mafter ^^ From this di&ftrous 
\_^^^ moment, the life of Charles was a feries of mit 
fortunes ; his capital was infulted, his fon was 
made prifoner, and he funk into the grave with- 
out recovering the Ifle of Sicily, which, after a 
war of twenty years, was finally fevered from 
the throne of Naples, and transferred, as an 
independent kingdom, to a younger branch of 
the houfe of Arragon ''^ 
Thefcrvice J fhall uot, 1 truft, be accufed of fuperftition : 
Ae Ca^ta-^ ^ut I niuft remark, that even in this world, the 
lans in the natural ordcr of events will fome times afford the 
SI^,^a!d1 ftj^o^g appearances of moral retribution. The 
1303— firft Palaeologus had faved his empire by involv- 
^^^^' ing the kingdoms of the Weft in rebellion 
and blood ; and from thefe feeds of difcord up 
rofe a generation of iron men, who aflaulted and 
endangered the empire of his fon. In modern 
times, our debts and taxes are the fecret poifon^ 
which ftill corrodes the boTom of peace : but in 
the weak and diforderly government of the mid- 
dle ages, it was agitated by the prefent evil of 
the difbanded armies. Too idle to work, too 
proud to beg, the mercenaries were accuftomed 
to a life of rapine : they could rob with more 
dignity and effect under a banner and a chief; 
and the fovereign, to whom their fervice wasufe- 



^ Nicephorus Gregoras (I. v. c«6.) admires the wifdom of Fhmdence 
in th\fi equal balance of ftates and princes* For tke honour of Palaeolo- 
gu8y I had rather this balance had been obferved by an Italian writer. 

^ See the Chronicle of Villani, the xith volume of the AnnaK 
d'ltalia of Muratori> and the xxth and xxift books of the Ifioria Civile 
of Gtannone. 

lefs^ 
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lefs, and their prefence importunate, endeavoured chap. 
to difcharge the torrent on fome neighbouring i]^^^ 
countries. After the peace of Sicily, many 
thoufands of Genoefe, Catalans ^\ &c. who had 
fought, by fea and land, under the flandard of 
Anjou or Arragon, were blended into one nation 
by the refemblance of their manners and intereft. 
They heard that the Greek provinces of Alia 
were invaded by the Turks : they refolved to 
(hare the harveft of pay and plunder ; and Fre- 
deric King of Sicily moll liberally contributed 
the means of their departure. In a warfare of 
twenty years, a Ihip, or a camp, was become 
their country; arms were their fole profeffion 
and property ; valour was the only virtue which 
they knew ; their women had imbibed the fear- 
lefs temper of their lovers and hulbands : it was 
reported, that, with a ftroke df their broad- 
fword, the Catalans would cleave a horfeman 
and an horfe; and the report itfelf was a 
powerful weapon. Roger de Flor was the moft 
popular of their chiefs ; and his perfonal merit 
overfhadowed the dignity of his prouder rivals 
of Arragon. The offspring of a marriage be- 
tween a German gentleman of the court of Fre- 
deric the Second and a damfel of Brindifi, Ro- 
ger was fucceffively a templar, an apoftate, a 
pirate, and at length the richeft and moft power- 

^7 In this motley multitude, the Catalans and Spaniards, the braveft 
of the foldiery, were ftyled, by themfelves and the Greeks^ Amoga^ 
'vares. Moncada derives their origin from the Goths, andPachymer 
(1. xi. c. %%.) from the Arabs ; and in fpite of national and religious 
pride, I am afraid the latter is in the right. 

ful 
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CHAP, ful admiral of the Mediterranean. He &iled 
LXIT. fj.Qj^ Meffina to Conftantinople, with eighteen 
gallies, four great fhips, and eight thoufand ad- 
Venturers; and his previous treaty was faithfully 
accomplifhed by Andronicus the elder, who ac- 
cepted with joy and terror this formidable fuc- 
cour. A palace was allotted for his reception, 
and a niece of the Emperor was given in mar- 
riage to the valiant ftranger, who was imme- 
diately created great duke or admiral of Ro- 
mania. After a decent repofe, he tranfported 
his troops over the Propontis, and boldly led 
them againfl the Turks : in two bloody battles 
thirty thoufand of the Moflems were flain : he 
raifed the fiege of Philadelphia, and deferved the 
name of the deliverer of Alia. But after a fhort 
feafoti of profperity, the cloud of flavery and ruin 
again burft on that unhappy province. The in- 
habitants efcaped (fays a Greek hiftorian) from 
the fmoke into the flames ; and the hoftility of 
the Turks was lefs pernicious than the friendihip 
of the Calatans. The lives and fortunes which 
they had refcued, they confidered as their own: 
the willing or relu6lant maid was favedfrom the 
race of circumcifion for the embraces of a Chrif- 
tian folder : the exa6lion of fines and fupplies 
was enforced by licentious rapine and arbitrary 
executions ; and, on the refiftance of Magnefia, 
the great duke befieged a city of the Roman em- 
pire^. Thefe diforders he excufed by the vrrongs 

and 

^ Some idea may be formed of the population of thefe dties> from 
the 36)009 inhabitants of Tralles> which} in the preceding reign, was 

rebuilt 
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and paffions of a vi6lorious army; nor would his c H A p. 
own authority or perfon have been fafe, had he ^^^* 
dared to punifti his faithful followers, who were 
defrauded of the juft and covenanted price of 
their fervices. The threats and complaints of 
Andronicus difclofed the nakednefsof theempire. 
His golden bull had invited no more than five 
hundred horfe and a thoufand foot foldiers ; yet 
the crowds of volunteers, who migrated to the 
Eaft, had been enlifted and fed by his Ipon- 
taneous bounty. While his braveft allies were 
content with three byzants or pieces of gold, for 
their mpnthly pay, an ounce, or even two ounces, • 
of gold were afligned to the Catalans, whofe an- 
nual penfion would thus amount to near an 
hundred pounds fterling : one of their chiefs 
had modeftly rated at three hundred thoufand 
crowns the valour of his future merits ; and 
above a million had been iffued from the trea- 
fury for the maintenance of thefe collly merce- 
naries. A cruel tax had been impofed on the 
corn of the hufbandman : one third was retrench- 
ed from the falaries of the public officers ; and 
the ftandard of the coin was fo IhamefuUy de- 
bafed that of the four-and-twenty parts only five 
were of pure gold/*'. At the fummons of the 

Emperor, 

rebuilt by the Emperor, and ruined by the Turks. (Pachymer^ 1. vi. 
c. 30, 21.) 

^ I have dolle6led thefe pecuniary circumftances from Pachymer 
(1. xi. c. ai. l.xii. c 4, 5. 8. 14. i9.)> w^o defcribes the progreflive 
degradation of the gold coin. Even in the profperous times of John 
Ducas Vataces, the byzants were compofed in equal proportions of 
the pure and the' bafer metal. The poverty of Michael Palseologus 
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CHAP. Emperor, Roger evacuated a province which no 
longer fupplied the materials of rapine : but he 
refufed to difperfe his troops; and while his ftyle 
was rcfpe6lful, his condu6l was independent and 
hoftile. He protefted, that if the Emperor ihould 
march againft him, he would advance forty paces 
to kifs the ground before him, but in rifing from 
this proflrate attitude Roger had a life and fword 
at the fervice of his friends. The great duke of 
Romania condefcended to accept the title and 
ornaments of Caefar ; but he* reje6led the new 
propofal of the government of Afia with a fubfidy 
of corn and money, on condition that he Ihould 
reduce his troops to the harmlefs number of three 
thoufand.men. Aifaflination is the lafl refoiirce 
of cowards. The Caefar was tempted to vifit the 
royal refidence of Adrianople; in the apartment, 
and before the eyes of the Emprefs, he was 
ftabbed by the Alani guards ; and though the 
deed was imputed to their private revenge, his 
countrymen, who dwelt at Conftantinople in the 
fecurity of peace, were involved in the fame pro- 
fcription by the prince or people. The lofe of 
their leader intimidated the crowd of adventurers, 
who hoifted the fails of flight, and were ibon 
fcattered round the coafls of the Mediterranean. 
But a veteran band of fifteen hundred Catalans 



compelled him to ftrike a new coin» with nine parts^ or carats, of 
gold, and fifteen of copper alloy. After his death> the ftandard rofe 
to ten carats, till in the public diilrefs it was reduced to die moiety. 
The prince was relieved for a moment, while credit and commerce 
were for ever blafted. In France, the gold coin is of twenty-two 
carats (one twelfth alloy), and the ftandard of England and HoUand 
is ,ftill higher. 

14 or 
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or French, flood firm in the ftrong fortrefs of Gal- c HA p. 
lipoli on the Hellefpont, difplayed the banners 
of Arragon, and offered to revenge and juftify 
their chief by an equal combat often or an hun- 
dred warriors. Inltead of accepting this bold de- 
fiance, the Emperor Michael, the fon and col- 
league of Andronicus, refolved to opprefs them 
with the weight of multitudes : every nerve was 
ftrained to form an army of thirteen thoufand 
horfe and thirty thoufand foot; and the Propontis 
was covered with the fhips of the Greeks and 
Genoefe, In two battles by fea and land, thefe 
mighty forces were encountered and overthrown 
by the defpair and difcipline of the Catalans ; 
the young Emperor fled to the palace ; and an 
infufiicient guard of light-horfe was left for the 
protefition of the open country^ Victory renewed 
the hopes and numbers of the adventurers: every 
nation was blended under the name and flandard 
of the great company ; and three thoufand Turkifh 
profelytes deferted from the Imperial fervice to 
join this military afTociation, In the pofTeffion of 
Gallipoli, the Catalans intercepted the trade of 
Conflantinople and the Black Sea, while they 
fpread their devaflations on either fide of the Hel- 
lefpont over the confines of Europe and Afia. 
To prevent their approach, the greatefl: part of 
the Byzantine territory was laid wafle by the 
Greeks themfelves : the peafants and their cattle 
retired into the city ; and myriads of fheep and 
oxen, for which neither place nor food could be 
procured, were unprofitahly flaughtered on the 
lame day. Four times the Emperor AndronicDis 

fued 
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CHAP, filed for peace, and four times he was inflexibly 
^^°* repulfed, till the want of provifions, and the dit 
cord of the chiefs, compelled the Catalans to 
evacuate the banks of the Hellefpont and the 
neighbourhood of the capital. After their fepa- 
ration from the Turks, the remains of the great 
company purfued their march through Mace- 
donia and Theflaly, to feek a new eftablifhment 
in the heart of Greece ^\ 
Revoiu- After fome ages of oblivion, Greece was awa- 

AAen*^ kened to new misfortunes by the arms of the La- 
A. D. tins. In the two hundred and fifty years bietween 
**^2~" the firft and the lafl: conqueft of Confl:antinopIe, 
that venerable land was difputed by a multitude 
of petty tyrants J without the comforts of freedom 
and genius, her ancient cities were again plunged 
in foreign and intefline war ; and if fervitude be 
preferable to anarchy, they might repofe with 
joy under the Turkifli yoke. I fliall not purfue 
the obfcure and various dynafties, that rofe and 
fell on the continent or in the ifles; but our 
filence on the fate of Athens *', would argue a 
•" Arrange 

'° Tbe Catalan war is moft copioufly related by Pachymer> in the 
xithi xiith) and xiiith books, till he breaks off in the year 1308. Nice- 
phorus Gregoras (Lvii. 3—6.) is more concife and complete. Ducange, 
who adopts fhefe adventurers as Frenchi has hunted their footlleps v^Ot 
his ufual diligence (Hift. de C. P. 1. vi. c. »»— 46.). He quotes an 
Arragonefe hiftory, which I have read with pleafure, and which the 
Spaniards extol as a model of Style and compofition (Expedicion de los 
Catalanes y Arragonefes contra Turcos y Giiegos : Barcelona> 16239 in 
quarto: Madrid} 17779 in odlavo). Don Francifco da Moncada, Conde 
de Ofona} may imitate Caeiar or Salluft ; he may tranfcribe the Greek 
•r Italian contemporaries : but he never quotes his authorities* and I 
^ cannot ^cem any national records of the exploits of his countrymen. 

*' See the laborious hiftory of Ducange, whofe accurate table 
4 of 
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ftnt0^ ingmtitDde "to the iirft ai^d pureft (bliok;^ chap. 
<rf Jlb^ml fcienee ao4 aitovfotoent. In th€ parti- ^^^^™* 
tion of tjie empire, Uie pHftOipallty ol* Athene 
md Tb^hm was afiigwiad to Otlio de la Roche, n 
noble M^wrior <rf*' Burgundy ^% with thie title of 
great dttk«5j^ which tte La*ins underftood in 
tbtir Qwm feafe, and the GreeJc$ more foolifely 
4ieciyed from the age of C<wiftft»tine^\ Othofol- 
icrwidd tbfeiUndard of the M^t[tti« (xf MoiUferrati 
tiiie ai^pte ftat« ,whieh bt^iiaeqiuc^ by ia iifikacle 
of com A«6k or fiHtvfie "., \t«^ peiMJeii^)ly inhdrite4 
by bift fon* and tworgrftqdfi)itia» till the family, 
though fwfe the rtttioUv wa> obaug^d bjT the mar- 
.ria^ of ati h^ij"^ 'm%o. the elder branch of the 
Innifat of BHetme* The icm of that marriage, 
Walier die Brienoe, fucceeded to the duchy of 
. Athfttrs ; a»d, with the aid of fome 'Catalat) mer- 
cenarte^ wbxim be in veiled with fiefs, redui^ed 



00 tk€ Fronck ApiMt$ fec&pituktes the tluirt}vfi>M pai&ges in whidi 
be' fitt9tk»f^ the dfikfis «f Athena. 

5' He is twice mentioned by Vllleliardouin with honour (N^* 15 1, 
^35') * '^^ isnder the firft palTage, Ducang e obferves all that can he 
]|i|^wii of V^ peHoA and £Ein^/. 

5 ^ Fi'oHa thefe Latin princes of the xivth century, Boccace, Chaucer, 
and Shakefpearcj have borrowed thdr Thefeos^ Duke of Athena. An 
i|piorant ^{e tilnnffers |t$ own laigu^ge and xnanfiero to the sipft dU*- 
tant timesi . 

*♦ The fktne Conftaniinfe gave to Sicflya king, to Ruifia the magnus 
d^^er 4f t^t ot^hre, to Th^b^ the frimiceriuf / and tkefe «h6ird 
fables are properly Ulhed by Ducange (ad Nicephor. Grejg. L vii. c. 5.). 
By the Latkis, the Lord of Thebes was ftyled, by corruption, the 3Vffe- 
gas Korios^ or Grand Sire ! 

" QuodMrnmiracaki fays Alberic. He was probably received by 
Michael Choniates, the archbifhop who had defended Athens ags&nft 
the tyrant Leo Sgarus (Nidttas in Bold^kino). Midbael \(raa the hvo- 
dier of the hiiloriail Nicetas ; and bis encorainm of Athens is ilill ex- 
tant in "MS. in the Bodleikn library (Fabric. Bibliot. Gric. tom.vi. 

%oL, XI. A A above 
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CHAP, above thirty caftles of the vaflkl or neighbour- 
ing lords. But when he was informed of the 
approach and ambition of the great company, 
he coUefted a force of feven hundred knights, 
fix thoufand four hundred horfe, and eight 
thoufand foot, and boldly met them on the 
banks of the river Cephiius in Boeotia. The 
Catalans amounted to no more than three thou- 
fand five hundred horfe, and four thoufand foot; 
but the deficiency of numbers was compenfated 
by ftratagera and order. They formed round 
their camp an artificial inundation ; the duke 
and his knights advanced without fear or pre- 
caution on the verdant meadow; their borfes 
plunged into the bog; and he was cut in pieces, 
with the greatefl; part of the French cavalry. 
-His family and nation were expelled; and hia 
fon Walter de Brienne, the titular Duke of 
Athens, the tyrant of Florence, and the conftable 
of France, loft his life in the field of Poitiers. 
Attica and Bceotia were the rewards of the vi6fco- 
rious Catalans; they married the widows and 
daughters of the flain ; and during fourteen years, 
the great company was the terror of the Grecian 
ftates. Their factions drove them to acknow- 
ledge the fovereignty of the houfe of Arragon ; 
and during the remainder of the fourteenth cen- 
tury, Athens, as a government or an appanage, 
was fucceffively beftowed by the kings of Sicily. 
After the French and Catalans, the third dynafty 
was that of the Accaioli, a family, plebeian at 
Florence, potent at Naples, and fovereign in 
Greece. Athens, which they embelliflied with 

new 
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iiew buildings^ became the capital of a flate^ l^at C H A Pi 
extended over Thebes, Argos, Corinth, Delphi^ u^^ L f 
and a part of Theflaly; and their reign was 
finally determined by Mahomet the fecond, who 
ftrangled the laft duke, and educated his fons in 
the difcipline and religion of the feraglio* 

Athens 5% though no more than the (hadow of PreCent 
lier former felf, ftill contains about eight or ten ^^J^ 
thoufand inhabitants ; of thefe, three-fourths are 
Greeks in religion and language ; and the Turks, 
who coropofe the remainder, have relaxed, in 
tlfeir intercourfe with the citi^ensi fomewhat of 
the pride and giavity of their national character* 
The oKve-tree, the gift of Minerva^ flourifties in 
Attica ; nor has the honey of MouQt Hymettus 
loft any part of its exquifite flavour" : hut the 
languid trade is monopolized by: ftrangers ; and 
the agriculture of a barren land is abandoned to 
the vagt*ant Walachians. The Athenians are ftiU 
diftinguifhed by the fubtlety and acutenefs of 
their underftandings : but thefe qualities, unlefi 
ennobled by freedom, and enlightened by ftudy, 
will degenerate into a low and felfiCh cunning : 
and it is a proverbial faying of the country^ 

^^ The modern account of Athens, and the Athenians, is eztra^ed 
from Spon (Voyage eh Grece torn. 11. p. 79 — ^^199.) and "Wheeler 
(Trateb intt> Greece* p. 337— 4i4«)> Stuart (Antiquities of Athens* 
paiTun), and Chandler (Travels into Greece, p. »3— i?!.)* The firft 
of thefe travellers vifited Greece in the year 16769 the laft 1765 ; and 
ninety yea)rs had net produced mndh difference in the tranquil 
fcene. 

^7 The ancients, or at leaft the Athenians, beKeved that all thebefs 
in the world had been propagated from Mount Hymettus. They 
tai^ht that health might b» preferved and IHe prolonged by the ex« 
terna! ufe of oil, and the internal ufe of honey (GSeppwci l.xv. c. 7. 
p. 1089 — 1094. edit. NicUs). 

; A A ft *• From 
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c HjL P. #< Prom the Jews of Th^ffidonici, the Turks erf 
" Negropont) and the Greeks of Athens, good 
^ Lord deliver, us i*' This artful peq)le has 
eluded the tyranny of the Turkifli baft^ws by 
an expedient which alleviates their fervitude and 
aggravates their (hame. About the aiiddle of the 
laft century, the Athenians chofe for their pro- 
ted:or the Kiflar Aga, or cliief black euauch of 
the feraglio. This ^Sthiopian Have, who poffeiTes 
the Sultan's ear, condeibends to accept the tri* 
bute of thirty thoufand crowns ; his lieutenant^ 
the Waywode, whom he annually confirms, may 
referve for his own about five or fix thoufand 
more; and fuch is the policy of the citizens, 
that they fekl<un fail to remove and puniih an 
oppreffive governor. Their private differences 
tfe decided by the archbiibop, one of the richeft 
ptdates of the Greek church fince he poflefies 
a i^evenae of one thoufand pounds fterling ; and 
l>y a tribunal of the tigbtgermti or elders, chofea 
in the eight quai tei^ of the city : ilie noble fk* 
mflies cannot trace their pedigree dbwe three 
hqndred years ; but their prificipal members are 
diftinguiflied by a grave deineanoqr, a fur-cap, 
and the lofty appellation of archon. By fome, 
>ylxo delight in the contrail, the modem lan- 
guage of Athens is reprefented as the mod cor- 
rupt and barbarous of the feventy diale£t:s of 
the vulgar Greek ^^ .: this picture is too darkly 

" >^ Ducwge Glf flar, Gwec. Praefat. p. 8„ who quotes for hi« author 
The«<Vo(^ii8 Zyggmalas^a modem gcamraaiian. Yet Spoa (torn, p^ 194.) 
^d W^eel^r ip.ai5)> xu> inconq?etiwt judge*, entertain a more £a^ 
vourable opinion of the Attic diale<Si. . 

J4 ' coloured; 
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coloured; but it would not be eaiy in the country CHAP, 
of Plato and Demoflhenes, to find a reader or a , ^™* 
copy, of their works. The Athenians walk with 
fupine indifference am(»fig the glorious ruins of 
antiquity; and fuch is the debafement of their 
ehar^Sber, that they are incapable of admiring 
the genius of their predeceflbrs ^^. 

^ Yet pre muft not aocufe tiiem of corrupting the name of Athens* 
whick they ftill call AthinL From the as tw A9»i»u», we have formed 
eur own birbarifro of Setines* 
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CHAP. LXIIL 

Civil Wars^ and Jtuin of the Greek Empire^ — 
Reigns ofAndronicuSy the Elder arid Yotmger^ 
and John Pakeologus. — Regency ^ Revolt^ 

: ReigUj and Abdication of John Cantacuzene. 
— EJlabK/hment of a Genoeje Colony at Pera 
or Galata. — Their Wars with tJie Empire 
and City qfCon/lantinople. 

'T'HEloDg reign of Andronieus' the elder 
is chiefly memorable by the dilputes of 
the Greek church, the invafion of the Catalans, 
' and the rife of the Ottoman power. He is cele- 
brated as the moil learned and virtuous prince 
of the age : but fuch virtue, and fuch learning, 
contributed neither to the perfection of the indi- 
vidual, nor to the happinefs of fociety. A ilave 
of the moil abjeft fuperilition, he was furrounded 
on alliides by viiible and inviiible enemies; nor 
were the flames of hell lefs dreadful to his fancy, 
than thofe of a Catalan or Turkiih war. Under 
the reign of the Palaeologi, the choice of the 
patriarch was the moil important buiinefs of the 
ilate ; the heads of the Greek church were am- 
bitious and fanatic monks ; and their vices or 
virtues, their learning or ignorance, were equally 

* AndroQicus liimfelf vnll juftify our freeedom in the inve^Uve 
(Nicephorus Gregoras^ 1. i, c. i.) which he pronounced againft hiitoric 
£aliehood. It is true that his cen&re is mQre poiatedly urg^ed againft 
ulumny than againft adnbtiont 

^ , ^ mifchi^vous 
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mifchievous or contemptible. By his intenipe- chap. 
rate difcipline, the patriarch Athanafius* excited ^^^"' 
the hatred of the clergy and people; he was 
heard to declare, that the finner fhould fwallow 
the lad dregs of the cup of penance ; and 'the 
foolifh tale was propagated of his punifliing a 
facrilegious afs that had tafted the lettuce of a 
convent garden. Driven from the throne by the 
univerfal clamour, Athanafius compofed, before 
his retreat, two papers of a very oppofite call. 
His public teftament was in the tone of charity 
and refignation, the private codicil breathed the 
dirj^il anathemas againfl the authors of his dif- 
grace, whom he excluded for ever from the com^ 
munion of the holy trinity, the angels, and the 
faints. Thislail paper he enclofed in an earthen 
pot, which was placed by his order on the top 
of one of the pillars in the dome of StSophia, 
in the dift^nt hope of difcovery and revenge* 
At the end of four years, fome youths, climbing 
by a ladder in fearch of pigeons neils, dete6led 
the fatal fecret ; and, as Andronicus felt himfelf 
touched and bound by the excomipunication, he 
trembled on the brink of the abyfs which had 
been fo treacheroufly dug under his feet* A 
fynod of bifliops was inftantly convened to de* 
bate this important queilion, the rafhnefsf of 



* For the anathenfla in the pigeon's neft, fee Pachymer (1. ix. c. 24.)» 
who relates the general hiflory of Athanafius (L viiL c» 13 — 16, 29. 24. 
1. X, c. 27 — 39. 3 J ^36. l-xi« c. 1—3. 5, 6. 1. xiii, c. 8. lo. %$• 3S»)p 
and b folIo\rcd by Nicephorus Gregoras (1. vi. c. 5. 7. 1. vii. c. i. 9.), 
who ijiclqdes the fecond retreat of this feeond Chryfofiom. ^ 
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CHAP, theife clandeftiiie -anathemas was generally con- 
]^}j^ demn^l ; b»t as the knot could ^^e untied only 
by the feme Imnd, as tl>at hand was now de- 
prived of the crofier, it appeared that this poft- 
hun>6«S deetee was irrevocable by any earthly 
power. Some faint teftimonies of repentance 
And pardon were extorted from the atrthor of 
the mifchief ; but the conftience of tilje Enape- 
ror was ftill wounded, and he deflred, with no 
lefi ardour than Athanafius himlelf, the reftor- 
4tion of a patriarch, by whom alone he could be 
healed. At the dead of night, a monk rndely 
knocked at the door of the royal bed-chamber, 
announchig a revelation of plague and famine, 
of inundations and earthquakes. Andronicus 
ftarted from his bed, and fpent the night in 
jbrayer, till he felt, or thought that he felt, a' 
flight motion of the earth. The Emperor on 
foot led the bifhops and monks to the cell of 
Athanafius, and after a proper refiftance, the 
faint from whom this meffage had been fent, 
confented to abfolve the prince, and govern the 
church of Conftantinople. Untamed by dilgrace, 
and hardened by folitude, the ftiepherd was 
again odious to the flock, and his enemies con- 
trived a Angular, and, as it proved, a fuccefi- 
fttl mode of revenge. In the night they ftole away 
the foot-ftool or foot-cloth of his throne, which 
l^hey fecretly replaced with the decoration of a 
ffttirical picture. The Emperor was painted with 
a bridle in his mouth, and Athanafius leading 
the tra£l»ble beaft to the feet of Chrift. The au- 
thofs of the libel were dete6led and puniflied ; 

but 
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but as their lives had been Ipared, the Chrifliaii char 
pried in fallen indignation retired to his cell ; ^^^^' 
and the eyes of Andronicus, which had been 
opened for a moment, were again clofed by his 
fucceflbr. 

If this tranfatSkion be one of the moft curious 
and important of a reign of fifty years, I cannot 
at leaft accufe tfhe brevity of my materials, fince 
I reduce into fame fewpages^the enormous Mioi 
of Pachymer % Cantacuzene ^, and NiCephorus 
Gregoras % who have cotnpofed the prolix and 
languid ftory of the times. The nfame and fitua- 
tion of tire Emperor John Cantacd2ene might 
infpire the moft lively curiofity. His nielmorlalil 
of forty years extend from the revolt of the 
younger Androniciis to his own abdicatioti of thie 
empire ; and it is obferved, that, like Mofes and 
Caefar, be was the principle afitor in the fcenes 
which he defcribes. But in this eloquent work 
we fhould vainly feet the fincerity of an hero dr 
a penitent. Retired in a cloifter from the vices 
and pafflons of the world, he prefents not a con* 

^ Pachyifter in feven booleS) $ 77 folio pages^ defcribes l!ie fiM tiM«iiifu 
fix yean of Aadroiucus the Blder ; and nuriu the date of hit cotnpo^ 
fition by the current news or lie of the day (A. D. 1308). Either 
death or difguft prevented him from refnmmg the pen. 

^ After an interval of t>;»elve yearS) from the eonclofion «rFachymet> 
Cantacuzenus takes up the pen ; and his firft book (c* 1—^59. p. 9 — 
150.) relates the civil war, and the eight laft years of the elder An- 
dronieus. The ingenious comparifbn with Mofes and'Cadkr) is fan- 
cied by his French Tranflator> the prefident Coulm. 

^ Nicephonis Gregoras more briefly includes the entire life and reigii 
of Andronicus the Elder (!• vi. c« x. p. 96— X9X.). This is the part of 
#fiachCaatacii»D^€O0ipkuiis at a falfe andr malkiow leprcfieatation of 
hia condu^ 

- feffion. 
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CHAP, feffion, but an apology, of the, life of an anibl* 
^I ^IL^ ^-^yg ftatefman. Inilead of unfolding the true 
counfels and charad;ers of men, he difplays the 
fmooth and fpecious furface of events, highly 
. varnilhed with his own praifes and thofe of his 
friends. Their motives are always pure ; their 
ends always legitimate: they confpire and rebel 
without any views of intereft ; and the violence 
which they inilidt or fufFer is celebrated as the 
Spontaneous effedt of reafon and virtue. 
Firft dif- After the example of the firft of the Palaeo- 
fween Ae ^^^* *^^ elder Androuicus aflbciated his (on 
elder and Michacl to the houours of the purple, and from 
Andron' ^^^ ^^^ of eighteen to his premature death, that 
CU8, prince was acknowledged, above twenty-five 

A.D. years, as the ffcond Emperor of the Greeks*, 
At the head of an army he excited neither the 
fears of the enemy, nor the jealoufy of the 
court: his modefty and patience were never 
tempted to compute the years pf his father; 
nop was that father compelled to repent of 
bis liberality either by the virflies or vices 
of his fon. The fon of Michael was named 
Andronicus from his grairdfather, to whofe 
(parly favour he was introduced by that nominal 
refemblance. The bloffoms of wit and beauty 
increafed the fondnefs of ihe elder Andro- 

* He was crowned May 21, ia95> and died 0<5lober lath, 1320. 
(Ducange, Fam. Byz. p. a390» His lirothcr Theodore, by a fecond 
marriage, ii^erited the marquifate of Montferrat, apoftatized to the 
jeli^on and manners of the Latins (on kou yvufAn km virt^^ tja» oxnfjMfif 
fiou yivum KUpcc xai vao'iv ^zcriv AocTtyo; 9)y £txpaf^»v* Nic* Greg. L ix« 
e. z.)» and founded a dynafiy of Italian princes^ which was extinguiDied 
A« D, 1533 (Ducange, F^un. Byz. p. 249— a53«> 

. nicusj 
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nicas} and, with the commonvanity of the age, he e h a e. 
expeded to realize in the fecond, the hope which ^* 
had been difappointed in the firft, generation. 
The boy was educated in the palace as an heir 
and a favourite ; and in the oaths and acclama- 
tions of the people, the auguft triad was formed 
by the names of the father, the fon, and the 
grandfon. But the younger Andronicus was 
Ipeedily corrupted by his infant greatnefs, while 
he beheld with puerile impatience the double ob- 
stacle that hung, and might long hang, over his 
fifing ambition. It was not to acquire fame, or 
to diffufe happinefs, that he fo eagerly a(pired : 
wealth and impunity were in his eyes the inoft 
precious attributes of a monarch ; and his firft 
indifcreet demand was the fovereignty of fome 
rich and fertile ifland, where he might lead a life 
of independence and pleafure. The Emperor wasi 
offended by the* loud and frequent intemperauQe 
which difturbed his capital ; the fums which his 
parfimony denied were fupplied by the Geonefe 
ufurers of Pera ; and the oppreflive debt, which 
confolidated the intereft of a faction, could be, 
difoharged only by a revolution. A beautiful 
fem^ale, a matroii in rank, a profl:itute in man- 
ners, hq.d in(lru3:e4 the younger. Androniqus in 
the rudiments *of love; but he had reafon to fuf^ 
pe6l the nofturnal vifits of a. rival ; and a 
ftranger pafling through the ftreet was pierced^ 
by the arrows of hig guards, who were placed in 
. ambuih at her door. That fi^ranger was his bro- 
ther. Prince Manuel, whq languilhed and died of 
his wound; ?^nd the Emperor Michael, their com-i 
; : nioq 
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cn Af. mofi father, whole beaKh was in a declinitigftafe, 
^Lxifl,^ expired on the eighth day, taihenting the lofe of 
both hid children ^ HloweVer guiltleft ki 1ii» in- 
tentkm, the younger Andfonicus might impnte 
a brother's and a falher^s death to the cotifequence 
of his owfi vices ; and deep wa^ the figh of thinfc- 
Bdg tod feeling men, whefi they perceived, in- 
ftead of Ibrrow and repitntance, bis ill-difiembled 
joy tin the removal of two odious competitors. 
fiSy[tbefe melancholy events, and the increafe of 
his difo^ders, the mind of the elder £nQpei:or was 
gradtially alienated ; tthA^ after many fruitl^ re- 
proofs, he transferred on another grandfon ^ his 
hopes and afiedion. The change was announced 
by the new oath of allegiance to the reigning fi>- 
vereign, and the perjbn whom he fliould appoint 
for bisfttcceffi>r : and llie acknowledged heir, after 
a repetition of infults and complaints, was expoi^ 
to the indignity of a public trial. Before the ien- 
tence which would probably have condemned 
him to a dungeon or a cell, the Emperor was 
informed that the palace courts were filled with 
the armed followers of his grandfon ; the judg- 
ment was fbflened to a treaty of reconciliation ; 
and the tHumphant efcape of the prince encou- 
taged the ardout of the youtiger faction* 



' We are indebted to Nicephorus Oregoras (1. vlii. c* t.) for iht 
kttoidedge of thif tragic adventure : while Cantacnzene moredifireetlf 
conceals' the vices of Andronicus the Youngery of which he was the 
witnefs) and perhaps the aflbciate (I. i. e. I9 &C.). 

' His deftined heir was Michael Cathamty tfae haflard of Conftaft- 
^e his fecond fon. In this project of excliu&ig his grandfon Ax^ 
dronicus^ Nicephonis Gregoras (I.viii. c. 3.) agrees with Cantacuzene 
(L u c* If ».)L 

Yet 
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Yet the capital, liie dergy, and the feriate adf 9 H a, is 
hered to the perfbn^ or at leaft to the goverament« y_^-j^_t 
of the old £nq>eror ; and it was only in the pro- Three civil 
vinces, by flighty aad revolt, and foreign fuccour, ^^^^^ 
that the malecontents could hope to vindicate twoem- 
their caufe and fubvert his throne. The foul of P'^r^ 
the enterprue wafe the great domeflic John Can* 1341, 
tacuzene : the felly from Conftantinople is the ^^'^^' 
firft date of his a^ioo^i and memorials ; i^nd if 1328! 
his own pen be moft defcriptive of his paitnotifiii^ ^y *^- 
an unfriendly hiftorian has not refufed to cdie* 
bcate the zeal and abflity whidi he difplayed in 
the fervice of the young Emperor. That pr irtce 
efeaped from the capital' urider tlie pretence of 
hunting ; /erei^ed his itsindard at Adri^nople ; 
airf^ in a few days, affem^jled fifty thoaftnd 
hocfe and foot, wHom neither honour jior duty 
could have armed agaipft. the Barbarians, Such 
a fiwrce might have laved ot commanded the em-r 
pire; but tbdr courifelS; were:difcord?^i3Lt, their 
laottons were flow and ddwbtful, and their pro- . 
grefe was checked by intrigue and negociation: 
The 4|uanrel of the two Atodronici wa^ protraiSted, 
and fuipended, and renewed^ during a ruinous 
peiiod of fevcji years. In the firft treaty, the 
relics of- the Gi?eek empire were divided j Con* 
ftaiitinople^ Thieflalbnioa^ and the ifla^ndd, were 
left to the elder^ while the younger acquired the 
fovereignty of the greateft part of Thrace, from 
)PbiUippi to the Byzantine limits^ By the feoond ©f the 
treaty, he ftipulated the payment of his troops, younger 
his imnftedtate coronation, and an adequate flmre cuV^'^' 
of the power and revenue of the ft^te. The a.d. 

*"^^" Feb. %. 
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CHAP, third civil war was terminated by the furprife of 
LXiri. Conftantinople, the final retreat of the old Em- 
peror, and the fole reign of his viftorious grand- 
ibn. The reafons of this delay may be found in 
the charaftei's of the men and of the times. 
When the heir^of thfe monarchy firft pleaded bis 
wrongs and his apprebenfions, he was heard witli 
pity and applaufe : and his adherents repeated 
on all fides the inGonfifl;ent promife, that he 
would increafe the pay of thefoldiers and alleviate 
the burthens of the people. The grievances of 
forty years were mingled m hisr revolt ; and the 
rifing generation was fatigued by the endlels pro- 
lpe6l of a reign, whofe favourites and maxims 
were of other times. The yoiith of Andronicus 
had been without fpirit, his^ age was without re- 
Verence: his taxes produced an annual revenue 
of five hundred thoufand pounds ; yet the richeft 
of the fovereigns of Chrifl;endam was incapable 
of maintaining three thoufand horfe and twenty 
gallics, to refill the defl:ru6live progrefs of the 
Turks*. " How difierent,** faid the younger 
Andronicus, •' is my fituation from that of the 
^' fon of Philip I Alexander might complain, 
*« that his father would leave him notliing to 
" conquer: alas! my grandfire will leave me 
*' nothing to lofe." : But the Grreeks wereibon 
admonifiied, that the public diforders could not 

^ See Nicephorus Gregoras^ 1. viii. c. 6. 'The 'j'ounger Androni- 
cus complained, that in four years and four months a fum of 35 O9OO0 
byzants of gold was due to him for the expenfes of his houfe- 
hold (Cantacuzen. I.i. c.48.). Yet he travld'have remitted the 
debt> if he* might have been allowed to fqueeze the farmers of the 
revenue. . . ^ 

• 4 be 
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be healed by a civil war; and that their young c h a p^. 
favourite was not deftined to be the faviour of a . ^^^^ 
faUing empire. On the firft repulfe, his party was 
broken by his own levity, their inteiline difcord, 
and the intrigues of the ancient court, which 
tempted each malecontent to defert or betray the 
caufe of rebellion. Andronicus the Younger was 
touched with remorfe, or fatigued with bufinefs^ 
or deceived by negociation: pleafure rather than 
power was his aim ; and the licence of maintain** 
ing a thoufand hounds, a thoufand hawks, and 
a thoufand huntimen, was fufficient to fully his 
fame and difarm his ambition. 

Let us now furvey the cataftrophe of this buiy '^^ «'^^ 
plot, and the final iituation of the principal cusabdl" 
a6l:ors'^ The age of Andronicus was confumed ^ates the 
in civil difcord ; and, amidft the events of war ^J^t?" 
and treaty, his power and reputation continually A.D. 
decayed, till the fatal night in which the gates of ^yll\ 
the city and palace were opened without refift- 
ance to his grandfon. His principal commander 
fcorned the repeated warnings of danger ; and 
retiring to reft in the vain fecurity of ignorance, 
abandoned the feeble monarch, with fome priefts 
and pages, to the terrors of a fleeplefs night. 
Thefe terrors were quickly realised by the hoftile 
fhouts, which proclaimed the titles and vi6tory 
of Andronicus the Younger ; and the aged Em- 
peror, falling proftrate before an image of the 



'° I follow the chronology of Nicephorus Gregoras, who is remark- 
ably eicadl. » It 18 proved that Cantacuzene hae miDtakea the dates of 
hie own adiions^ or rather that his text has been corrupted by ignorant 
tranfcribers. 

Virgin., 
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CHAP. Virgin, dii^tched at fuppliunt me^fiige to rfjfign 
^^^ the fcsptre^ and to obtftin his life lit the hwp^ds of 
the conqueror* The anfwer of Zii^i^randfoi^ :wa$ 
decent and pious ; at the pmy^jr of; his frieiwSf 
the younger Andranicus iaflTumQd the fole ^(Jini- 
niilration ; but the elder ftill enjoyi^dthe^n^Qi^aad 
pre-eminence of the &ril ]Ekx^)ej-or) th^ uf^.of the 
great palace,^ and a penj&on of twQi>ty-foM^ thou* 
fkad pieces of gx^d, one half of whieh was a^gped 
on the royal tre^ry> and the other on th« filhery 
of Conftantiaopte* Bvit his impotence was foon 
expofed to contempt an^l oblivion ( the vaft 
filence of the palace wm difturbed only by the 
cattle and poultry of the tieightiQUji^hood^ which 
Iroyed with impunity through thp fojitary courts; 
and a reduced allowance of ten thoufand piieces 
of gold " was all that he could alkj, and njore 
than he could hope. His calamities w^re embit^ 
tered by the gradual extinction of fight : his con- 
finement was rendered each day more rigorous ; 
and during the abfence and ficknefs of his grand* 
fon, hi^ inhuman keepers, by the threats. of 
inftant death, compeUed him to exchange the 
purple for the moiuaftic habit aciid profeffiooi. 
The nu>nk Antony had renounced the pomp of 
the World : yet he had oCcaiion for a coarfe fur 
in the winter feafon^ and as wine was forbidden 
by his confeffor, and water by his phyfician, th^ 
iherbet of £gypt was his common drjj^. It was 

** I tave ehdea"vt)ured Id reconcile the 24i&o6 |)itcd6 of Cantacuzene 
(!. 11. c.i.) \y5th the 10,000 of Nicephoras Cf egdra» (1. ix. c. n.) ; the 
one of whom Mrifhed to foften, itx otlier to mit^iixfy, lb« liar^ftips of 
the old JEjnperor. 

not 
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not without difficulty that the late Emperor could chap. 
procure three or four pieces to fatisfy thefe limple , ^^-'^ 
wants ; and if he bellowed the gold to relieve 
the more painful diftrefsof a friend, the facrifice 
is of fome weight in the fcale of humanity and 
religion. Four years after his abdication. An- His death 
dronicus or Antony expired in a cell, in the j^'^^j 
feventy-fourth yeai- of his age: and the laft drain Feb. 13, 
of adulation could only promife a more fplendid 
crown of glory in heaven than he had enjoyed 
upon earth ". 

Nor was the reign of the younger, more glorir ^^s^ ^f 
ous or fortunate than that of the elder, Androni.- theyounger 
cus '\ He gathered the fruits of ambition j but A.D. 
the tafte was tranlient and bitter: in the fupreme May 24!-: 
flation he loft the remains of his early popularity, A. D. 
and the defedls of his chara6ler became ftill more j '^t!' 

June 15* 

confpicuous to the world. The public reproach 
urged him to march in perfon againft the Turks; 
nor did his courage fail in the hour of trial, but 
a defeat and a wound were the only trophies 
of his expedition in Afia, which confirmed the 
eftablifliment of the Ottoman monarchy. The 
abufes of the civil governnnient attained their full 
maturity and perfe6lion ; his neglect of forms, 
and the confufion of national dreffes, are deplored 



" See Nicephonis Gregoras (l.ix. 6, 7, S. 10. 14. 1. x. c. j.)« The 
liiftorian had tafted of tlie profperity, "and fliared the retreat of his bene- 
fa^r; and that fnendlhip which *^ waits or to the fcaifold or the cell,*' 
ihould not lightly be acci)fed as ^ a Jiireling, a proilitute to praife." 

'^ The fole reign of Andronicus the younger is defctdbed by Canta- 
cuzene^. (l.ii. c. 1—40. p. 191 — 3.39.) and Nicephonis Gregoras (1. ix. 
c. 7— l.xi. 2. II. p. a6a— 361. 
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CHAP, by the Greeks as the fatal fymptoms of the 
^^^ ™^ decay of the empire. Andronicus was old be- 
fore his time : the intemperance of youth had 
accelerated the infirmities of age ; and after 
being refcued from a dangerous malady by na- 
ture, or phyfic, or the Virgin, he was fnatched 
away before he had accomplifhed his forty-fifth 
Hi« two year. He was twice married ; and as the pro 
grefe of the Latins in arms and arts had foftened 
the prejudices of the Byzantine court, his two 
wives were chofen in the princely houfes of 
Germany and Italy. The firft, Agnes at home, 
Irene in Greece, was daughter of the Duke 
of Brunfwick. Her father '^ was a petty lord'* 
in the poor and favage regions of the north 
of Germany'^; yet he derived fome revenue 

from 

^* Agnesf or Ireoe, was the daughter of Duke He^ry the Wonderfuli 
the chief of the houfe of Brunfwick, and the fourth in defcentfrom tbe 
famous Hemy the Lion^ Duke of Saxony and Bayaria> and conqneror 
of the Sclati on the Baltic coaft. Her brother Henry was famamed die 
Creek f from his two joumies into the Eali : but thefe joumies were fub- 
(•quent to his filler's marriage ; and I am ignorant bo<tv Agnes was dif- 
covered in the heart of Germany, and recommended to the Byzantiix 
court (Rimius, Memoirs of the houfe of Brunfwick, p. 126 — 137.) 

'5 Henry the Wonderful was the founder of the branch of Gruben- 
hagen, extindl in the year 1596 (Rimius, p. 287.). He refided is the 
caiUe of Wolfenbuttle, and poiTeiTed no more than a iixth part of the 
allodial eitates of Brunfwick and Luneburgh, which the Guelph familj 
had fayed from the confifcation of their great fiefs. The frequent par- 
titions among brothers had almoft ruined the princely houfes of Ger- 
manyt till that juft, but pernicious law was flowly fuperfeded by the 
right of primogeniture. The principality of Grubenhagen, one d the 
Ia& remains of the Hercynian foreft> is a woody, mountainous, and 
barren tradt (Bufching's Geography, yoL vi. p. 270— 286. Engliih 
tranflation). 

*^ The royal author of the Memoirs of Brandenbui^h will teach 
us how juiUy, in a much later period, the north of Germany deferved 
the epitheu of poor and baxbarous (Eflai fur les MocueEs> &c«> ^ 

the 
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from his filver mines '^ ; and his family is ce- c H A P. 
lebrated by the Greeks as the moft anjcient ^^xni^ 
and noble of the Teutonic name *^ After the 
death of this childlefs princeis Andronicus 
fought in marriage Jane, the lifter of the Count 
of Savoy '*, and his fuit was preferred to that 
of the French king =^°. The Count refpefited 
in his fifter the fuperior majefty of a Roman 
emprefe ; her retinue was compofed of knights 
and ladies ; (he was regenerated and crowned 
in St. Sophia, under the more orthodox appeU 
lation of Anne ; and at the nuptial feaft, the 



the year 1306, in the woods of Luntburgh, fome wild people of the 
Vened race were allowed to bury alive their infirm and ufekTs parents 
(Rimiusy p. 136.). 

'^ The aflertion of Tacitusy that Germ^iy was defHtute of the pre- 
cious metalsy mufl be taken* even in his own time» with fome limitation 
(Germania, c. 5. Annal. xi. 20). According to Spener (Hifi. Grer- 
mamae Pragmatica, torn. i. p. 35 lA ^r^f »/i/b^i;iif in Hercyniis mon- 
dbttSy imperante Othone magno (A. D. 968.) primum apertae, largam 
etiam opes augendi dederunt copiam : but Rimius (p*»589 2$ 9*) ^'^ 
fers till the year 1016 the difcovery of the filver mines of Grubeaha- 
gen, or the Upper Hartx, which were produi^ive in the beginning of 
the xivth century, and which fiill yield a confiderable revenue to the 
houfe of Bninfwick. 

'^ Cantacuzene has given a .moft honourable tefiimony» nf ^ sk 

Fep/mavwy ocvrri Qvyocrr^f ^h(Kog vrt fxTpafai* (the modem Greeks employ ' 
the y] for the $, and th» utr for the 09 and the whole will read in the 
Italian idiom di Brunzuic]^ tu 'Trap' at/roK iVi(pct/9erotTUf vM.i T^^ie^xreti 
nccMTrn/i T«^ OfA«^tX«^: w7rsp/3aXXovTOf iw ygytfj. The praife is juft in itfelf* 
and pleafing to an Englilh ear. 

'^ Anne or Jane, was one of the daughters of Amed^ the Great, 
by a fecond marriage^ and ^If-fifter of his fucceflbr Edward Count of 
Savoy (Anderfon's Tables, p. 650.). See Cantacuzene (1. L c. 40—43.). 

'^ That king, if the faA be true, muft have been Charles the Pair> 
who infi?e years (i3ai — 13»6) was married to three wives (Anderfooy 
p. 6:^.). Anae of Savoy arrived at Conftantiaople in Fdl>ruaiy i3a6* 

B B 2 Greeks 
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CHAP. Greeks and Italians vied with each other in the 

^Lan.^ martial exercifes of tilts and tournaments. 

Reign of The Emprefs Anne of Savoy furvived her huf- 

John Pa- band; their fon, John Palaeologus, was left an 

A^!* orphan abd an emperor, in the ninth year of his 

I34I- age ; and his weaknefs was protected by the firft 

^"a. dT *^^ ^^^ deferving of the Greeks. The long and 

1391- cordial friendfhip of his father for John Cantacu- 

Joh^Can^^ zene is alike honourable to the prince and the 

tacuzenus. fubje^. It had been formed amidft the pleafures 

of their youth ; their families were almoft equally 

noble *' ; and the recent luftre of the purple was 

amply compenfated by the energy of a private 

education. We have feen that the young emperor 

was faved by Cantacuzene from the power of his 

grandfather ; and, after fix years of civil war, 

the fame favourite brought him back in triumph 

to the palace of Conftantinople. Under the reign 

of Andronicus the younger, the great domeftic 

ruled the Emperor and tlie empire: and it was by 

his valour and condu6l that the Ifle of Lelbos and 

the principality of iEtolia were reftored to their 

ancient allegiance. His enemies confefs, that, 

among the public robbers, Cantacuzene alone 

was moderate and abftemious ; and the free and 

voluntary account which he produces of his own 

wealth " may fuftain the prefumptipn that it was 

devolved by inheritance, and not accumulated by 

" The noble race of the Cantacu2eni (illuftrious from the xith cen- 
tury in the Byzantine annals) wasdrawn from iiie Paladins of France^ 
the heroes of thofe romances whichy in the xiiith century^ were tianf- 
lated and read by the Greeks (Ducange^ Fam. Byzant. p. 258.> 

^ $ee Cantacuzene (1. iii* c. %4* jo. 3^-). 

rapine. 
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rapine. He does not indeed fpecify the value of c H A P. 
his money, plate, and jewels : yet, after a vo- 
luntary gift of two hundred vafes of filver, after 
much had been fecreted by his friends and plun- 
dered by his foes, his forfeit treafures were fuf- 
ficient for the equipment of a fleet of feventy gal- 
lies. He does not meafure the fize and num- 
ber of his eflates ; but his granaries were heaped 
with an incredible ftore of wheat and barley; 
and the labour of a thoufand yoke of oxen might 
cultivate, according to the pra6lice of antiquity, 
about fixty-two thoufand five hundred acres of 
arable land*'. His pafl:ures were fl:ocked with 
two thoufand five hundred brood mares, two 
hundred camels, three hundred mules, five hun- 
dred affes, five thoufand horned cattle, fifty thou- 
fand hogs, and feventy thoufand flieep^^; a pre- 
cious record of rural opulence in the laft period 
of the empire, and in a land, mofl: probably in 
Thrace, fo repeatedly wafted by foreign and do- 
meftic hoftility. The favour of Cantacuzene was 
above his fortune. In the moments of famili- 
arity, in the hour of ficknefs, the Emperor was 



^3 Safema, in Gaul, and Columella, in Italy or Spain, allow two 
yoke of 03cen, two drivers and fix labourers, for two hundred jug^rA 
(1Z5 Englifh acres) of arable land, and three more men muft be added 
if there. be much underwood (Columella de Re RufticS, l.ii. c. 13, 
p, 44Z. edit. Gefner)» 

^ In thb enumeration (I. iii. c. 30.), the French tranflation of the 
Prefident Coufin is blotted with three palpable and eflential errors. 
r. He omits the 1000 yoke of working oxen. a. He interprets the 
v&nMKoerMk 9rpo? 5*^iXi«*?, by the number of fifteen hundred. 3. He 
confounds myriads with chiliads, and gives Cantacuzene no more than 
5000 hogs. Put not your trufl in tranilations ! 

B B 3 defiroua 
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CHAP. defirou8 to level the diftance between them, and 
, ^^?' . preffed his friend to accept the diadem and pur- 
Hc if left pic» The virtue of the great domeftic, which is 
regent of atteftcd by his own pen, reiiiled the dangerous 
"°^^^ propoial ; but the laft teftament of Andronicus 
the younger named him the guardian of his fon, 
and the regent of the empire. 
Hjsre- Had the regent found a fuitable return of 

|^^|2[rf obedience and gratitude, perhaps he would have 
A.D. a£ted with pure and zealous fidelity in the fer- 
«34if yice of his pupil *^ A guard of five hundred 
foldiers watched over his perfon and the palace : 
the funeral of the late Emperor was decently 
performed; the capital was filent and fubmiffive; 
and five hundred letters, which Cantacuzene dif- 
patched in the firft month, informed the provinces 
of their lofs and their duty. The profpe£l of a 
tranquil minority was blailed by the great duke 
I17 Apo- or admiral Apocaucus ; and to exaggerate his 
caucus ; perfidy, the Imperial hiilorian is pleafed to mag- 
nify his own imprudence, in raifing him to that 
office againft the advice of his more fagacious 
fovereign. Bold and fubtle, rapacious and pro- 
fiife, the avarice and ambition of Apocaucus 
were by turns fubfervient to each other j and 
his talents were applied to the ruin of his coun- 
try. His arrogance was heightened by the com- 
mand of a naval force and an impregnable caftle, 
and under the mafk of oaths and flattery be 

'^ See the regency and reign of John CanUcuzenus, and the whole 
progrefs of the civil wary in his own hiftory (1. iii. c* i — 100. p. 548" 
7oo.)9 and in that of NIcq;>horu8 Gregoras (LsdL c. z^ — 1* zv. c«9* 
P« 3J3— 49»-> 

fecretly 
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feCretly confpired again ft his henefa6lof* The chap. 
female court of the Emprefs was bribed and di- , /^j^^ 
reeled: he encouraged Anne of Savoy to aflert, by the Em- 
by the law of nature, the tutelage of her fon ; ,p^^^^® 
the love of power was difguifed by the anxiety of *^°^* 
maternal tendernefs ; and the founder of the Pa* 
laeologi had inftru6led his pofterity to dread the 
example of a perfidious guardian. The patriarch by the pa- 
John of Apri was a proud and feeble old man, ^"^'*^ 
encompafled by a numerous and hungry kin* 
dred. He produced an obfolete epiftle of An- 
dronicus, which bequeathed the prince apd 
people to his pious care : the fate of his prede- 
ceffor Arfenius prompted him to prevent, rather 
than punifh, the crimes of an ufurper ; and Apo- 
caucus fmiled at the fuccefs of his own flattery, 
when he beheld the Byzantine prieft affuming 
the ftate And temporal claims of the Roman pon- 
tiff**. Between three perfons fo different in 
their fituation «nd ohara^ter^ a private league 
wtis concluded ; a ihadow of authority was re- 
ilored to thefenate ; and the people was tempted 
by the Aame of freedom. By this powerful con- 
federacy, the great domeftic was affaulted at iirft 
with clandeftine, at length with open, arms* 
His prerogatives teere difputed; his opinion 
flighted ; his friends perfecuted ; and his fafety 
was threatened both in the camp and city. In 
his abfence on the public fervice, he was 
( 

'^ He ailumed the royal privilege of red (hoes or buikins ; placed on 
his head a mitre of filk and gold : fubfcribed his epiftles utath hyacinth 
or green iidc» and claimed for the new, whatever Conftantine hatA 
given to the ancient, Rome (Cantacuzen. Liti. e. 36. Nlc. Gregorai» 
1. xiv. 6. 3.). 

B B 4 accufed. 
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accufed of treafon ; profcribed as an enemy of the 
church and date ; and delivered, with all bis ad- 
herents, to the fword of juftice, the vengeance of 
the people, and the power of the devil : his for- 
tunes were confifcated ; his aged mother was 
caft into prifon ; all his pad fervices were buried 
in oblivion ; and he was driven by injuftice to 
pei^Jetrate the crime of which he was accufed". 
From the review of his preceding conduS;, Can- 
tacuzene appears to have been guiltlefs of any 
treafonable defigns; and the only fufpicioo of 
his innocence muft arife from the vehemence of 
his proteftations, and the fublime purity which 
he afcribes to his own virtue. While the Em- 
prefs and the patriarch ftill affe£ted the appear- 
ances of harmony, he repeatedly folicited the 
permiffion of retiring to a private, and even a 
monadic life. After he had been declared a 
public enemy, it was his fervent wifli to throw 
himfelf at the feet of the young £mperor, and 
to receive without a murmur the droke of the 
executioner : it was not without reludtance that 
he lidened to the voice- of reafon, which incul- 
cated the facred duty of faving his family and 
friends, and proved that he could only fa ve them 
by drawing the fword and afluming the Imperial 
title. 

In the drong city of Demotica, his peculiar 
domain, the Emperor John Cantacuzenus was 

''^ Nic. Gregorasy (1. xii. c. 5.) confeiles £he innocence and virtues of 
Cantaruzenusy the guilt and flagitious vices of Apocaucus ; nor does he 
diflcmble the motive of his perfonal and religious enmity to the fanner ; 

YVlf ii h» KXXiaV Oti^KuV, CU7iOS VpOOTATO^ Tn$ TMV Q?Mf lio^a UfOU f6op0f. 

II ' invefted 
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invefted with the purple biiikins : his right leg c H A p. 
was clothed by his noble kinfinen, the left by the . ^^°^ 
Latin chiefs, on whom he conferred the order rf a.d. 
knighthood. But even in this a6t of revolt, he qJ^^'* 
was ftill ftudious of loyalty ; and the titles of John 
Palasologus and Anne of Savoy were proclaimed 
before his own name and that of his wife Irene. 
Such vain ceremony is a thin diiguife of rebel- 
lion, nor are there perhaps any perfonal wrongs 
that can authorize a fubje6t to take arms againft 
his fovereign : but the want of preparation and 
fuccefs may confirm the aflurance of the ufurper, 
that this decifive ftep was the eSieOt of neceffity 
rather than of choice. Conflantinople adhered to 
the young Emperor : the King of Bulgaria was 
invited to the relief of Adrianople : the principal 
cities of Thrace and Macedonia, after fome hefi- 
tation, renounced their obedience to the great 
domeftic ; and the leaders of the troops and the 
provinces were induced, by their private intereft, 
to prefer the loofe dominion of a woman and a 
pried. The army of Cantacuzene, in fixteen 
divifions, was llationed on the banks of the 
Melas to tempt or intimidate the capital: it was 
diiperfed by treachery or fear ; and the oflScers, 
more efpecially the mercenary Latins, accepted 
the bribes, and embraced the fervice, of the By- 
zantine court. After this lofs, the rebel Emperor 
(he fludbuated between the two chara6lers) took 
the road of Theflalonica with a chofen remnant; 
but he failed in his enterprize on that important 
place ; and he was clofely purfued by the great 
duke, his enemy Apocaucus, at the head of a 

fuperior 



378 THE DECLINE AND FALL 

c H A P.^ fuperior power by fea and land. Driven firqai 
Lxm. iiiQ coaft, in his march, or rather flight, into 
the mountains of Servia, Cantacuzene afiembled 
his troops to fcrutinize thofe who were worthy 
and willing to accompany his broken fortunes. 
A bafe majority bowed and retired; and his 
truily band was diminiihed to two thoufand, 
and at laft to five hundred, volunteers. The 
Cral'\ or defpot of the Servians, received him 
>rith generous hofpitality j but the ally was in- 
' fenfibly degraded to a fuppliant, an hoftage, 
a. captive; and, in this miferable dependence, 
he waited at the door of the Barbarian, who 
could difpofe of the life and liberty of a Ro- 
man emperor. The mod tempting offers could 
not perfuade the cral to violate his truft ; but 
he foon inclined to the (tronger fide ; and his 
friend was difmiffed without injury to a new 
The civil viciflitude of hopes and perils. Near fix years 
Mr. the flame of difcord burnt with various fuccds 

A.D. an^ unabated raffe : the cities were difl:rafted 
1347. ^y ^^® fadlion of the nobles and the plebeians : 
the Cantacuzeni and Palaeologi ; and the But 
garians, the Servians, and the Turks, were 
invoked on both fides as the infl:ruments of 
private ambition and the common ruin. The 

^^ The princes of Servia (Ducange, Famil. Dalmaticsey &c. c. a, h 
4. 9.) were ftyled Defpots in Greek, and Cral, in their natire idiom 
(Ducange, Gloff. Grace, p. 751 > That title, the cqurralcnt of 
king, appears to be of Sclavonic origin, from whence it has been bo^ 
' rowed by the Hungarians, the modem Greeks, and t^tn by the Turks 

(Leunclavius, Pande^l. Turc. p. 422. who referve the name of 
Padifeah for the Emperor. To obtain the latter inftead of the fo^ 
mer is the ambition of the French at Conilantinople (AvertifTemeot 
a I'Hiftoire de Timur Bee, p. 39.). 

regent 
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regent deplored the calamities, of which he was chap. 
the author and viftim : and his own experience J^^f^V, 
might didtate a juft and lively remark on the 
different nature of foreign and civil war. " The 
" former,*' faid he, " is the external warmth of 
" fummer, always tolerable, and often benefi- 
" cial ; the latter is the deadly heat of a fever, 
^^ which confumes withoui a remedy the vitals 
" of the conftitution*V* 

Hie introduction of barbarians and lavages viaoryol 
into the contefts of civilized nations, is a mea- Cantacu- 
fure pregnant with ihame and mifchief ; which ^^^ 
the intereil of the moment may compel, but 
which is reprobated by the beft principles of 
humanity and reafbn. It is the pra6i:ice of both 
fides to accufe their enemies of the guilt of 
the firft alliances; and thofe who fail in their 
negotiations are loudeft in their cenfure of 
the example which they envy, and would gladly 
imitate. The Turks of Afia were lefs barba* 
rous perhaps than the fhepherds of Bulgaria 
and Servia; but their religion rendered them 
the implacable foes of Rome and Chnftianity. 
To acquire the friendfliip of their emirs, the 
two factions vied with each other in bafenefs 
and profufion: the dexterity of Cantacuzene 
obtained the preference ; but the fuccour and 
victory were dearly purchafed by the marriage 
of his daughter with an inlSdel, the captivity of 
many thoufand Chriflians, and the paflage of 

'^ Nic. GregonUf 1. xiL c. 14. It is furpriflng that Caatacuzent hat 
not ififerted thu juft asid Krely image in his own writiiigs. 

the 
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CHAP, the Ottomans into Europe, the laft and fatal 
LXiir. ftj.Qj^g ijj ^hg f^ii ^f |.|^g Roman empire. The 

inclining fcale was decided in bis favour by the 
death of Apocaucus, the juft, though lingular, 
retribution of his crimes. A crowd of nobles or 
plebeians, whom he feared or hated, had been 
feized by his orders in the capital and the pro- 
vinces ; and the old palace of Conftantine was 
afligned for the place of their confinement. Some 
alterations in raifing the walls, and narrowing 
the cells, had been ingenioufly contrived to pre- 
vent their efcape, and aggravate their mifery; 
and the work was inceffantl/prefled by the daily 
vifits of the tyrant. His guards watched at the 
gate, and as he Hood in the inner court to over- 
look the archite6ks, without fear or fufpicion,he 
was aflaulted and laid breathlefs on the ground, 
by tworefolute prifonersof thePalaeologian race^ 
who were armed with flicks, and animated by 
defpair. On the rumour of revenge and liberty, 
the captive multitude broke their fetters, fortified 
their prifon, and expofed from the battlements 
the tyrant's head, prefuming on the favour of 
the people and the clemency of the Emprefs^ 
Anne of Savoy might rejoice in the fall of an 
haughty and ambitious minifter, but while flie 
delayed to refolve or to a6l, the populace, more 
efpecially^the mariners, were excited by the widow 
of the great duke to a fedition^ an aflault and 
a maflacre. The prifoner& (of whom the far 

^® Th^ two avengers were both Palaeologi, who might refent, with 
royal indignation, the fhame of their chains. The tragedy of Apocau- 
cus may deferve a peculiar reference to Cantacuzene (l.iii. c. i6.)zDd 
Nic. Gregoras (1. ziv. c ic). 

greater 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 381 

greater part were guiltlefs or inglorious of the chap. 
deed) efcaping to a neighbouring church, they ^^'^ 
were flaughtered at the foot of the altar ;. and in 
his death the monfter was not lefs bloody and 
venomous than in his life. Yet his talents alone 
upheld the caufe of the young Emperor $ and his 
furviving aflbciates, ftifpicious of each other, 
abandoned the condu6l of the war, and reje6led 
the faired terms of accommodation. In the be- 
ginning of the difpute, the Empreis felt and com- 
plained, that (he was deceived by the enemies of 
Cantacuzene: the patriarch was employed to 
preach againft the forgivenefs of injuries ; and 
her promife of immortal hatred was fealed by an 
oath, under the penalty of excommunication ^3'. 
But Anne foon learned to hate without a teacher: 
flie beheld the misfortunes of the empire with the 
indifference of a ftranger ; her jealoufy was ex- 
afperated by the competition of a rival emprefs : 
and on the firft fymptoms of a more yielding 
temper, (he threatened the patriarch to convene 
a iynod, and degrade him from his office. Their 
incapacity and difbord would have afforded the 
inoft decifive advantage ; but the civil war was 
protra6led by the weaknefs of both parties ; and 
the moderation of Cantacuzene has not efcaped 
the reproach of timidity and indolence. He fuc- 
ceffively recovered the provinces and cities ; and 
the realm of his pupil was meafured by the walls 



'' Cantacuzene accufes the patriardi, and fpares the Emprefs, the 
;inother of his foyereign (Liii. 33, 34.), againil whom NicGregoras 
exprelTes a particular animofity (Lxiv. lo, ii. sv. 5.). It is tfue». 
tiiat they do not fpe<ik exa<5lly of the lame time. 

of 
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c H A P. of ConftanUnople ; but the metropolis alone 
^L^L^ counterbalanced the reft of the empire : nor 
could he attempt that important conqueft till 
he had fecured in his favour the public voice 
and a private correfpondence. An Italian, of 
^ ^dm ^^^ nanae of Facciolati ^ , had fucceeded to the 
fiantinopie, officc of great duke : the (hips, the guards, and 
A.D. the golden gate, were fubje^ to his command; 
Ja^uy 8. ^"^ b^^ humble ambition was bribed to become 
the inftrument of treachery ; and the revolution 
was accomplifhed without danger or bloodfhed. 
Deftitute of the powers of refiftance, or the hope 
of relief, the inflexible Anne would have ftill 
defended the palace, and have fmiled to behold 
the capital in flames rather than in the pofleflion 
of a rival. She yielded to the prayers of her 
friends and enemies ; and the treaty was diftated 
by the conqueror, who profeffed a loyal and 
zealous attachment to the fon of his benefactor. 
The marriage of his daughter with John Palaeo- 
logus was at length confum mated : the here- 
ditary^^fight of the pupil was acknowledged; 
but the fole adminillration during ten years was 
vefted in the guardian. Two emperors and 
three empreffes w^re feated on the Byzantine 
throne ; and a general amnefty quieted the ap- 
prehenfions, and confirmed the property, of the 
moll guilty fubjedls. The feftival of the coro- 
nation and nuptials was celebrated with the ap- 
pearances of concord and magnificence, and 

^ The traitor and trtaibn are revealed by Nk* Grcgorat (Lsr. ct)' 
but the name is more diicreetly fupprelftd by hk great ucea^ 
(Cantacuzen. l.iii. c.99.)k 

12 both 
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both were equally fallacious. During the late C H A P- 
troubles, the treafures of the ftate, and even the . — ^__r 
furniture of the palace, had been alienated or 
embezzled: the royal banquet was ferved in 
pewter or earthenware ; and fuch was the 
proud poverty of the times that the abfence of 
gold and jewels was fupplied by the paltry arti- 
fices of glafs and gilt-leather". 

I haflen to conclude the perfonal hiftory of ?^^J^ 
John Cantacuzene ^^ He triumphed and reigned ; tacuzene, 
but his reign and triumph were clouded by the ^ ^• 
difcontent of his own and the adverfe faftion. jan.^8— 
His followers might ftyle the general amnefty, -^•^• 
an a6l of pardon for his enemies, and of oblivion j^^uMy. ' 
for his friends ^^ : in his caufe their eftates had 
been forfeited or plundered; and as they wandered 
naked and hungry through the ftreets,they curfed 
the felfifh generofity of a leader, who, on the 
throne of the empire, might relinquifh without 
merit his private inheritance. The adherents of 
the Emprefs bluflied to hold their lives and for. 
tunes by the precarious favour of an ufurper ; 

-^^ ^ic. Greg. 1. XV. 11. There were however fooie true pearta^ 
but very tfauily ipriokbd. The reft of the ftones had only 'Troturoixsrw 
^poMcy 9rpo$ TO ^icruye;. 

^* From his return to Conftantinopley Cantacuzene continues hit 
biftory and thaf of the einpire^ one year beyond the abdication of hii 
£>n Alatthew, A. D. 135 7 (1. iv. c. i — 50. p. 705 — 9"«)« Nicephorus 
Gregoras ends with the fynod of Conftaiitinople, in the year 135 1 
(i.xxii. C.3. p. 660. the reft, to the conclufton of the. juciyth bo<^ 
p. 717. is all controverfy) ; and his fourteen laft books dxe ftiU MSS. ia 
the King of France's library. 

^^ The Emperor (Cantacuzen. l.ir. c. z.) reprefents his own virtues 
and Nic. Gregoras (l.xv. c. 11.) the complamts of his fnendsy wb* 
fufiered by its efiedts. I have leat them the words of our poor cavaliers 
after the reftoration. 

and 
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CHAP, and the thirft of revenge was concealed by a 
, ^^^^ . tender concern for the fucceffion, and even the 
fafety of her fon. They were juftly alarmed by 
a petition of the friends of Cantacuzene, that 
they might be releafed from their oath of alle- 
giance to the Palaeologi ; and intrufted with the 
defence of fome cautionary towns ; a meafure 
fupported with argument and eloquence; and 
which was rejedled (fays the Imperial hiftorian) 
** by mt/ fublime, and almoft incredible, virtue." 
His repofe was difturbed by the found of plots 
and feditions ; and he trembled left the lawful 
prince (hould be ftolen away by fome foreign or 
domeftic enemy, who would infcribe his name 
and his wrongs in the banners of rebellion. As 
the fon of Andronicus advanced in the years of 
manhood, he began to feel and to a6t for him- 
himfelf : and his rifing ambition was rather ftimu- 
lated than checked by the imitation of his father's 
vices. If we may truft his own profeflions, Can- 
tacuzene laboured with honeft induftry to corred 
thefe fordid and fenfual appetites, and to raife 
the mind of the young prince to a level with his 
fortune; In the Servian expedition the two em- 
< perors fhowed themfelves in cordial harmony to 
the troops and provinces ; and the younger col- 
league was initiated by the elder in the myfteries 
of war and government. After the conclufion of 
the peace, Palaeologus was left at TheiTalonica, 
a royal refidence, and frontier ftation, to fecure 
by his abfence the peace of Conftantinople, and 
to withdraw his youth from the temptations of 
a luxurious capital. But the diftance weakened 

the 
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the? powers of control, and the fon of Andronicus chap, 
was furrounded with artful or unthinking compa- j ^^ ^ 
nions, who taught him to hate his guardian, to 
deplore his exile, and to vindicate his rights. - A 
private treaty with the cral or defpot of Servia, 
was foon followed by an open revolt ; and Canta* 
puzene, on the throne of the. elder Andronicus, 
defended the caufe of age and prerogative, which 
in his youth he had fo vigoroufly attacked. At 
his requeft, the Empre&-mother undertook the 
voyage of Theflalonica, and the office of media- 
tion : fhe returned without fuccefs ; and unlefii 
Antie of Savoy was inftrudled by adverfity, we 
may doubt the fincerity, or at lead the fervour^ 
of herzeaU WhiletheRegentgrafped the fceptre 
.with a firm and vigorous hand, (he had been in* 
flrii£ted to declare, that the ten years of his legal 
admiiiiftration would foon elapfe i and that after 
a full trial of the vanity of the world, the Empe^- 
xorCantacuzenefighedforthe repofe of a cloyfter, 
and was ambitious only of an heavenly crown. 
Had thefe fentiments been genuine^his voluntary 
abdication would have reftored the peace of the 
empire, and his confcience would have been re- 
lieved bjran adk of juftice. Palaeologus alone was John Pa- 
refponfible for his future government; and what^ |«oioguf 
ever might be his vices, they were furely lefs for- aims 
midable than the calamities of a civil war, in ^^^ j. 
.which the Barbarians and infidels were again in- 1353. 
vited to affift the Greeks in their mutual deftruc- 
^tion. By the arms of the Turks, who now 
ftrucka deep and everlafting root in 'Europe^ 
Clan tacuzetie prevailed in the tliird conteft in 
. VOL. XI. CO which 
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CHAP, which he bad been involved; and the young Em- 
peror, driven from the fea and land, was com- 
pelled to take fhelter among the Latins of the Me 
of Tenedo3. His infoience and obftinacy pro- 
voked the vi6lor to a ftep which muft render the 
quarrel irreconcilable : and the aflbciation of his 
fon Matthew, whom he invefted with the purple, 
eflabliflied the fucceffion in the family of the 
Cantacuzeni. But Conflantinople was ftill at- 
tached to the blood of her ancient princes ; and 
this laft injury accelerated the reftoration of the 
rightful heir, A noble Genoefe efpoufed the 
caufe of Palseologus, obtained a promife of his 
lifter, and atchieved the revolution with two gal- 
lies and two thoufand five hundred auxiliaries. 
Under the pretence of diftrefs, they were ad- 
mitted into the lefler port ; a gate was opened, 
and the Latin fliout of " Long life and viftory 
** to the Emperor, John Pateologus !'* was an- 
fwered by a general rifing in his favour. A nu- 
merous and loyal party yet adhered to theftandard 
of Cantacuzene: but he afferts in his hiftory (does 
Jie hope for belief?) that his tender confcience 
rejefted the affurance of conqueft ; that, in free 
obedience to the voice of religion and phjlofophy, 
he defcended from the throne, and embraced 
with pleafure the monaftic habit and profeffion^*. 
So foon as he ceafed to be a prince, his fucceffor 
was not unwilling that he fhould be a faint : the 

^ Tht awkward apdogy of Cantacuzene 0. iv. c# 39 — ^4»«V ^^ 
relates, with yifible confufioDy his own downfaU, may be lupplied by 
the lefs accurate, but more honeft, narratives of MatUiew Villwi) I'v'* 
0.46* miht Script. Rerum. Ital, toiii« adv. p. 26%*) and Ducas (ciO; 

remainder 
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remainder of his life was devoted to piety and C H a P. 
learning; inthecellsofConftantinopleandMount ^ _ __ _j 
Athos, the monk Joafaph was refpe£ted as the Abdication 
temporal and fpiritual father of theEmperor; and ^^^^^' 
if he ifiued from his retreat, it was as the minifter a. p. 
of peace, to fubdue the obftinacy, and foiicit the j^J^\ 
pardon, of his rebellious fon ^'. 

Yet in the cloyfter, the mind of Cantacuzene Difputc 
was ftill exercifed by theological war. He (harp- ^^ if!^ ^f 
ened a centroverlial pen againll the Jews and Mount 
Mahometans*', and in every ftate he defended ^^^' , 
with equal zeal the divine light of Mount Thabor, _x35i. 
a memorable queftion which confummates the 
religious follies of the Greeks. The fakirs of 
India ^y and the monks of the Oriental church, 
were alike perfuaded, that in total abftra6tipn of 
the faculties of the mind and body., the purer 
ipirit may afcend to the enjoyment and vifion of 
the Deity. The opinion and prad;ice of the mo- 
naileries of Mount Athos*^ will be bed repre- 

fented 

^ Cantacuzene^ in the year I375» was honoured with a letter from 
the Pope (Fleurjr, Hift. Ecclef. torn. xx. p. 150 ). His death is placed 
by refpe&able authority on the aoth of November 141 1 (Ducange, 
Fam. Byzant. p« a6o;). But if he were of the age of his companion 
Andronicus the Younger, he muft have lived 116 years; a rare in- 
ftance of longevity, which in fo illuftrious a perfon would have at« 
trad^ed univerfal notice. 

^ His four difcourles^ or books, were printed at Bafil 1543 (Fabric. 
Bibliot* Grsec. torn. vi. p. 473.)* He compofed them to fatisfy a pror 
felyte who was aflaulted with letters from his friends of Ifpaban* 
Cantacuzene had read the Koran : but I underftand from Maracci, 
that he adopts the vulgar prejudices and &bles againft Mahomet and 
his religion. 

^' See the Voyages de Bemier, tom.i. p. ja;. 

*^ Moiheim, Inftitut. Hift. Ecclef. p. 511, ja^. Fleury, Hift. Feci, 
QC % torn. 
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c H A p. fented in the words of an abbot, who flouriflied 

Lxm. jjj jjjg eleventh' century. « When thou art alone 

" in thy cell/* fays the afcetic teacher, " Ibut 

" thy door, and feat thyfelf in a corner ; raife 

*^ thy mind above all things vain and tranfitory ; 

" recline thy beard and chin on thy breaft; 

** turn thy eyes and thy thought towards the 

** middle of thy belly, the region of the navel; 

** and fearch the place of the heart, the feat of 

« the foul. At firft, all will be dark and com* 

" fortlefs ; but if you perfevere day and night, 

** you will feel an ineffable joy; and no foonef 

^' has the foul diicovered the (dace of the hearts 

^^ than it is involved in a myftic and etheriat 

<< light." This light, the production of a dif* 

tempered fancy, the creature of an empty fto- 

mach and an ^itnpty brain, was adored by the 

"Quietiils as the pure and peife^Sl effenceof God 

himfelf ; and as Long as the folly was confined to 

Mount Athos, the fimple folitaries were not in- 

quiiitive how the divine effence couldlbe a mate' 

Wa/ fubftance, or how an immaterial fubflanc6 

could be perceived by the eyes of the body. But 

in th^ reign of the younger Andronicus, thelft 

monafteries were vifited by Barlaam ♦', a Cala- 

brian monk, who was equally ikilled in philo- 

tom. XX. p. aa. 94. 10^—1141 &c. The former unfolds the caiifei 
Wkh the judgment of a phtlofbpher, the latter tranfcribes and tran& 
Utes with the prejudices of a Catholic prieift. 

^' Bafnage (in Canifii Antiq. Ledliones, torn. iv. p. 3 63-7-3 6S.) Tui 
tnve^gated the chara^er and ftory of Barlaam. The duplicity of 
his opinions had infpired fome doubts of the identity of his perfoo. 
See likewife ?abriciu8 (Btbliot. Gr»c. torn. x» p. 4a7— 43^*> 

/ : fophy 
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fdphy and theology ; who pofleffed the languages cu A P. 
Of' the Greeks and Latins; and whofe verfatile: , ^^^^ 
genius could maintain their oppofite creeds, ac- 
cording to the intereft of the moment. The in- 
difcretion of an afcetic revealed to the curipus 
traveller the fecrets of mental prayer ; and Bar* 
laam embraced the opportunity of ridiculing the 
Quietifls, who placed the foul in the navel ; of 
accufing the nK>nks of Mount Athos of herefy. 
and blafphemy. His attack compelled the more 
leautied to renounce or diffemble the fimple devo- 
tion of their brethren; and Gregory Palamas 
introdiiced afcholaflic diftin£fcion between the 
eflence and operation of God. His inacceffible^ 
eflence dwells in the midft of an uncreated and 
eternal light ; and this beatific vifion of the faints 
had been nianifefted to the difciples on Mount 
Thabor, in the transfiguration of Chrift. Yet 
this diilin6tion could not efcape the reproach of 
polytheifm ; the eternity of the light of Thabor 
was fiercely denied ; and Barlaam dill charged; 
the Palamites with holding two eternal fubilances,. 
a vifible and an invifible God. From the rage 
of the monks of Mount Athos, who threatened^ 
his life, the Calabrian retired to Conilantinople^ 
where hisfmoothandfpeciousmannersintroduced 
him to the favour of the great domeftic and the 
Emperor. The court and the city were involved 
in this theological difpute, which flamed amidft 
the civil war; but the do£):rine of Barlaam was 
difgraced by his flight and apoftacy ; the Pala- 
mites triumphed; and their adver&ry, the p£^ 
triarch John of Apri, was d^pofed by the confent 
X c c 3 of 
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CHAP, of the adverfe faAions of the ftate. In the cha- 
» -\ 'f rafter of emperor and theologian, Cantacuzene 
prefided in the fynod of the Greek church, which 
eftabliflied, as an article of faith, the uncreated 
light of Mount Thabor ; and after fo many in* 
fults, tne reafon of mankind was ilightly wounded 
by the addition of a fingle abfurdity. Many 
rolls of paper or parchment have' been blotted; 
and the impenitent feftaries, who refufed td fub- 
fcribe the orthodox creed, were deprived of the 
honours of Chriftian burial ; but in the next age 
the queftion was forgotten ; nor can I learq that 
the axe or the faggot were employed for the ex- 
tirpation of the Barlaamite hereiy *\' 
Eftabiifh- For the conclufion of this chapter, I have re- 
mentofthe f^^^^ ^^^ Gcnocfe War, which fliook the throne 

Genoefe at ' 

PeraorGa- of Cautacuzene, and betrayed the debility of the 
^^* 6*^ Greek empire. The Genoefe, who, after the 
1347. recovery of Conftantinople, were feated in the 
fuburb of Pera or Galata, received that honour- 
able fief from the bounty of tlie Emperor. They 
were indulged in the ufe of their laws and magi- 
ftrates; btit they fubmitted to the duties of vaf* 
ials and fubje^s : tlie forcible word q£ liegemen^ 

** See Cantacuzene (LS. c. 39* 40. Lk. c»$, 33» 149 %^*)t and 
!^fic. GkegoraA (1. xi. c. io« I* zv« 3. 79 &c.)b whofe hdt books, from 
thexixth to the xxivth» are almoft confined to a fubje<fl fb'intereiimg 
to the authors. Boivin (in Vit. lific* Gregorse), from the impuUHhid 
bookii at)d Fabridus (BibUot. Grsec. torn. x. p. 46a— -473.)^ or rather 
Montfau90Q9 from the MSS. of the Coiflin library^ have added fome 
, fails and documents. 

- '♦^ Pachyjuer (ty. c. lo.) v§ry prqperly, expUins Xi^wc (/(jiw) by 
t^i&;« The ufe of thefe words in the Greek and Latin of the feudal 
times, may be "amply underftood from the Gloflaries of Ducaoge (Grtec* 
p^ 8tj:t-&i«. iLatifii toocuir^i p. i&g—^ixi^}* 

''■if- was 
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was borrowed from the Latin jurifprudence ; and C H A p. 
their pod^y or chief, before he entered on his 
office, fainted the Emperor with loyal acclama^> 
tions arid vows of fidelity. Genoa fealed a firm 
alliance with the Greeks ; and, in cafe of a de- 
fenfive war, a fupply of fifty empty gallies and a 
fuccour of fifty gallies completely armed and 
manned, was promifed by the republic to the em- 
pire. In the revival of a naval force, it was the 
aim of Michael Palseologus to deliver himfelf from 
a foreign aid ; and his vigorous government con« 
tained the Genoefe of Galata within thofe limits 
which the infolence of wealth and freedom pro- 
voked them to exceed. A failor threatened that 
they ihould foon be mafters of Conilahtinople, 
aiid flew the Greek who refented this national 
affront ; and an armed veflel, after refufing to 
lalute the palace, was guilty of fome a^s of 
piracy in the Black Sea. Their countrymen 
threatened to fupport their caufe ; but the long 
and open village of Galata was inflantly fur- 
rounded by the Imperial troops ; till^ in the mo- 
mentof theaflault,the proilrate Genoefe imploEed 
the clemency of their foverejgn. The defeticelefs 
fituation which fecured their obedience, expofed 
them to the attack of their Venetian rivals, who, 
in the reign of the elder Andronicus, prefumed 
to violate the majjefly of the throne. Qn the ap- 
proach of their fleets, the Genoefe, with their 
families and effefits, retired into the city : theit 
empty habitations were reduced to afhe?; and 
the feeble prince, vi^ho had viewed the deftTu^tibn 
of his faburb, expreffed his refentment, iipt by 
c c 4 arms. 



xxra. 
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C H Xp. arms, but by ambadTadors. This mirfortune, 
however, was advantageous to the Gehoefe, who 
obtained, and imperceptibly abu&d, the danger* 
ous licence of furrounding Galata with a ftroDg 
wall : of introducing into the ditch the waters of 
the fea ; of ere6ling lofty turrets ; and of mount- 
ing a train of military engines on the rampaft. 
The narrow bounds in which they had been cir- 
cumfcribed, were infufficient for the growing 
colony : each day they acquired fome addition of 
landed property; and the adjacent hills were 
covered with their villas, and caftles, which they 
joined and protected by new fortifications*^. The 
navigation and trade of the Euxine was the patri* 
mony of the Greek emperors, who commanded 
the nsHrrow entrance, the gates, as it were, of 
that inland fea. lo the I'eign of Michael Palaeo- 
logus, their prerogative was acknowledged by 
the fultan of Egypt, who folicited and obtained 
the liberty of fending.an annual fhip for the pur^ 
chafe of flaves in Circaffia and the LeflerTartary; 
a liberty pregnant with mifchief t&the ChrifUan 
caufe ; fince thefe youths were transformed by 
education and difcipline into the formidable 
Mamalukes^*^ From the colony of Pera, the 

Genoefe 

^^ The efiaUiihment and progrefs of the Genoefe at Perat or Gabtai 
is defcribed by Oucange (CP. Chrifiiana» I. i. p. 68> 69.) firom the 
Byzantine faiftonans, Pachymer (l.ii. c«35. hv.io^jo. I-ix. is* 
Lxu.6*9«)» Nicephorus Gregoras (l»v.c.4, I«vi.c.z];. Lix. c*5* 
I. xi. c* X. 1.XV. CI. 6,)» and CanUcuzene (1. L c, i%* I. iL c. a9> Ac). 
• -♦' Both Pachymer (1. Hi. c. 3, 4» 5') and Nic- Gregom (I. hr. c. p) 
underfiand and de^olre the t&£ks of this dangerous indulgence. 
Bibarsy fuUan of £gypt» himfelf a Tartar, but a devout Mufulmaoi 
cibtaiiied from the children of Zingis the p^rmiffiQato bnild ifiatdf 

nuDca 
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Genoefe engaged with fuperior advantage in tHc^ ^lxmi^^ 
lucrative trade of the Black Sea ; and their in- ^_'-^-^ 
duftiy fiipplied the Greeks with fifli and corn j Theirtrade 
two articles of food almoft equally important to a j^^ ^ 
fuperftitious people. The fpontaneous bounty of 
nature appears to have beftowed the harvefts of 
the Ukraine, the produce of a rude and favage 
hufbandry j and the endlefe exportation of fait* 
filh and caviar is annually renewed by the enor- 
mous flurgeonsthatarecaught at the mouth of the 
Don or Tanais, in their laft (lation of the rich 
mud and ihallow water of the Mseotis ^. The 
waters of the Oxus, the Cafpian, the Volga, and 
the Don, opened a rare and laborious paiFage for 
the gems and Q)ices <^ India; and, after three 
months march, the caravans of Carizme met the 
Italian veflfels in the harbours of Crimaea'^^ Thefe ; 

various branches of trade were monopolifed by 
the diligence and power of the Genoefe. Their 
rivals of Venice and Pifa were forcibly expelled^ 
the natives were awed by the caftles aiid cities/ 
which arofe on the foundations of their hnmble 
fa6l;ories; and their principal eflabliihment. of 



mofcK in the capital of Crimea (de Guignes, Hift. des Han8> torn, iii/ 
P- 343'> 

^ Clivdin (Voyages, en Perfe» torn. i. p. 48.) was aflured at Cafllr 
thefe fiiheswere fometimes twenty-four or twen^-fiz feet longy weighed 
dght or nine hundred pounds* and yielded three or four quintals of 
cavier. The com of the Bofphorus had fupplied the Athenians in the 
time of Demoftfaenes. 

47 De jOuignesy Hift* des Hunpy topu iii. p-343>344* Viaggi dl 
lUmufioy toin.L fol. 400* But this land or water carriage could, 
only bepraaicabk vhtn Tartary ww united under a wi& aad power- 
fid monarch. 
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CHAP. Caffa *• wa5 befieged withoat effeA by the Tartar 
i^n,^ powers. Deftitute of a navy, the Greeks were 
opprefled by thefe haughty merchants, who fed, 
orfatnilhed Conftantinople, according to their 
intereil. They proceeded to ufurp the cuftoms, 
the fifliery, and even the toll, of the BoQ)borus; 
and while they derived from thefe objefts a 
revenue of two hundred thouland pieces of gold, 
a remnant of thirty thoufand was relu^antly al- 
lowed to the Emperor^. The colony of Pera 
or Galata a&ed, in peace and war, a:S an indepen- 
^ dent ftate; and, as it will happen in diftant 
fettlements, the Genoefe podeila too often forgot 
that he was the fervant of his own mailers. 
Their war Thefe ufurpations were encouraged by the 
2^^ weaknefs of the elder Andronicus, and by the 
Cantacu« clvll wars that affli£led his age and tbie minoritj 
2cne,A.b. pf ijjg grandfon. The talents of Cantacuzene 
were employed to the ruin, rather than the redo- 
ration, of the empire ; and aft^r his domeftic 
vi£tory^ he was condemned to an ignominious 
trial, whether the Greeks or the Genoefe Ihould 
reign in Conftantinople. The merchants of Pera 
Were offended by his refufal of fome contiguous 
lands, feme commanding heights, which they 
propofed to cover with new fortifications ; and in 
the abfence of the Enhperor, who was defekied at 
Pemotica by ficknels, they ventured to brave tbe 

^ Nlc. Gregoras (1. xiii. c. i»0 injudicious and^«^4tffbnfted Office 
tnde Md colMies of ite Bla^iik 6d£i CftaMi« dtfiMfes ttcr fnkot 
ruins of CsURi wh^e, iii forty daefiy Ik^ faw i^W 4o6 M et^Afff^ 
in the cowi ahd fifli tr«de (• Voyagt^B cff 9€l^ ma. l p. 4^jfi')» 

^ See Nic. Gregoras» L zvii* c. z. 

i6 debility 
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debility of a female reign. A Byzantine veffel, chap. 
which bad prefuraed to fifli at the mouth of the ^ ^^^ 
harbour, was funk by thefe audacious llrangers ; 
the fiibermen were murdered. Inflead of fuing 
for pardon, the Genoefe demanded {atisfa6lion ; 
required, in an haughty ftrain, that the Greeks 
ihould renounce the exercife of navigation ; and 
encountered with regular arms the firft fallies of 
the popular indignation. They inftantly occupied 
the debateable land ; and by the labour of a whole 
people, of either fex and of every age, the wall 
was raifed, and the ditch was funk, with incre- 
dible fpeed. At the fame. time, they attacked 
and burnt two Byzantine gallies; whil^ the three 
others, the remainder of the Imperial navy, ef- 
caped from their hatids : the habitations without 
the gates, or along the Ihore, were pillaged and 
deftroyed ; and the care of the regent, of the Em* 
preis Irene, was confined to the prefervation of 
the city. The return of Cantacuzene difpelled 
the public confternation ;. the Emperor inclined 
to peaceful counfels ; but he yielded to the obili- 
nacy of his enemies, who rejected all reafonable 
terms, and to the ardour of his fubje6ts, who 
threatened, in the ftyle of Scriptuie, to break 
them in pieces Kke a potter's veffel. Yet they 
relu6tantly paid the taxes, that he impofed fcNC 
the conilru^ion of fhips, and the expences of 
the war ; and as the two nations were mafters, 
the (me of the land» the other of the iea^ Con-^ 
ftaiitinople and Pera were preflT^ by thie: feVite of 
^ mutual liegie. The merchaate of the cotony,, 
w.ho.had believed th^t 4 few day^ WQuldiernayinate 

the 
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oi^A P. the ivar, already murmared at their loffes; tW 
fuccours from their mother-country were delayed 
by the ^idions of Genoa ^ and the moil cautious 
embraced the opportunity of a Rhodian veffelta 
remove their families and effects from the fcene 
tio^'^his ^^ ^o&ility. In the fpring, the Byzantine fleet, 
fleet, A.D. feven gallies, and a train of fmaller veiTelsyiffued 
^349- from the mouth of the harbour, and fteered in 8 
lingle line along the fbore of Pera ; unfldlfuUjr 
prefenting the fides to the beaks of the adverfe 
fquadron. The crews were compofed of peafants 
and mechitnics ; nor was their ignorance com- 
penfated by the native courage of Barbarians: 
the wind was flrong, the waves were rough ; and 
no Iboner did the Greeks perceive a diftant and 
inactive enemy, than they leaped headlong inta 
the Tea, from a doubtful, to an inevitable peril. 
. The troops that marched to the attack of the 
lines of Pera were ftruck at the lame monient 
with a fimilar panic : and the Genoefe were afto- 
nifhed, and almoft afhamed, at their double vic- 
tory. Their triumphant veflTels, crowned with 
flowers, and dragging after them the captive gal- 
lies, repeatedly pa0ed and repafled before the 
palace ; the only virtue of the Emperor was pa^ 
tience^ and the hope of revenge his fole confcv 
lation. Yet the diftrefs of both parties interpofed 
a temporary agreement ; and the fliame of the 
empire was difguifed by a thin veil of dignity 
and power. Summoning the chiefs of the eo- 
lony, Cantacuzene affected to defpife the trivial 
object of the debate ; and after a mild reproof, 
moft liberally granted the lands,'which had beeff 
'"' i 14 pre- 
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preVioufly refigned to the Heeming cuftody of his c H A P. 
officers *^ J5^ 

But the Emperor was foon folicited to violate viaory of 
ithe treaty, and to join his arms with the Ve- the Ge- 
xietians, the perpetual enemies of Genoa and theVene- 
her colonies. While he compared the reafons of tiansand 
peace and war, his moderation was provoked by a.d!i352, 
^ wanton infult of the inhabitants of Pera, who Feb. 13. 
difcharged from their rampart a large (lone that 
fell in the midft of Conflantihople. On his juft 
complaint, they cddly blamedthe imprudence of 
their engineer ; . but the next day the infult was 
repeated, and they exulted in afecond proof that 
*he royal city was not beyond the reach of theif 
^artillery. Cantacuzene inftantly figned his treaty 
with the Venetians ; but the weight of the Ro* 
^man empire was fcarcely felt in the balance of 
.theie opulent and powerful republics ^\ From 
^e Streights of Gibraltar to the mouth of the 
Tanais, their fleets encountered each other with 
various fuccefs; and a memorable battle was 
fought in the narrow fea, under the walls of Con* 
ilantinople. It would not be an eafytafk to recon- 
rcile the accounts of the Greeks, the Venetians; 
^nd the Genoefe ^^ ; and while I depend on the 

narrative 



^ The events of this war are related by Cantacuzene (Liv. €»zi>) 
il^ith obfcurity arid confufioni and by Nic. Gregoras (I. xvii. c. i— 7.) 
in a clear and honeft narrative. The prieft was lefs refponfible than 
the prince for the defeat of the fleet. ^ 

^' The fecond war is darkly told by Cantacuzene (1. iv. c i8. p^Mt 
35. a8— -34«) who \nfhe8 to dHguife what he dares not deny» 1 re^^ 
this part of Nic. Grfe^oras^ which is ftill in MS. at Paris. 

V Muntori (Annali d'ltaliat torn. xiL p. 144*) refers to the moft an- 
cient 
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CHAP, narrative of an impartial hiftorian ^% I (hall bor- 
Lxra. TQ^ f|.Qm each nation the fadls that redound to 
their own difgrace, and the honour of their foes. 
The Venetians, with their allies the Catalans, 
had the advantage of number ; and their fleet, 
with the poor addition of eight Byzantine g^ 
lies, amounted to feventy-five fail : the Genotfe 
did not exceed fixty-four ; but in thofe times 
their (hips of war were diftinguiflied by tl)e fu- 
periority of their fize and ftrength. The names 
and families of their naval commanders^ Pifani 
and Doria, are illuftrious in the annals of their 
country ; but the pecfonal merit of the former 
was eclipfed by the fame and abilities of his rival. 
They engaged in tempefluous weather ; and the 
tumultuary confli£l was continued from the dawn 
' to the extindtion. of light. The enemies of the 
Genoefe appla^id their prowefs : the friends of 
the Venetians are diflatisfied with their behaviour: 
but all parties agree in praifing the fkill and bold- 
nets of the Catalans, who, with many wounds, 
fuftained the brunt of the a6tion. On the fepara- 
tion of the fleets, the event might appear doubt- 
ful ; but the thirteen Genoefe gallies, that had 
been funk or taken, were compenfated by a 
double lofs of the allies ; of fourteen Venetians, 



cient Chronicles of Venice (Carefinus, the continuator of Andrew Dia- 
dulus, torn. xii. p. 4211 42a.)> and Genoa (George SteUa» Anoales Gt- 
ntienfesy torn. xvii. p. 10919 1092.) ; both which I have diligent^T 
confulted in his great CoUeAions of the Hiftorians of Italy. 

'^ See the Chronicle of Matteo Tillani of Florence, l.ii. c59>6o. 
P* X45— 147- c. 74, 75, p. 156, Ji7. in Muratori's CoflciaioBf 
torn. xir. 

ten 
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ten Catalans, and two Greeks ; and even the chap. 
grief of the conquerors expreffed the aflbrance ^J^™*^ 
and habit of more decifive viftories, Pifani con- 
failed his defeat, by retiring into a fortified har- 
bour, from whence, under the pretext of the 
orders of the fenate, he (leered with a broken and 
flying fquadron for the Ifleof Candia, and aban^- 
doned to his rivals the fovereignty of the fea. In a 
public epiflle *% addrefled to the doge and fenate, 
Petrarch employs his eloquence to reconcile the 
maritime powers, the two luminaries of Italy. 
The orator celebrates the valour and vi6lory of 
the Genoefe, the firft of men in the exercife of 
naval war : he drops a tear on the misfortunes 
of their Venetian brethren j but he exhorts them 
to purfue with fire and fword the bafe and per- 
fidious Greeks ; to purge the metropolis of the 
Eaft from the herefy with which it was infe6led. 
Deferted by their friends, the Greeks were in- Their 
capable of refiflance ; and three months after the ^J**^ ^* 

t X 1 ^ \^ n 1 • • 1 the empire^ 

battle, the Emperor Cantacuzene lolicited and May 6. 
fubfcribed a treaty, which for ever banifhed the 
Venetians and Catalans, and granted to the Ge- 
noefe a monopoly of trade, and almofl a right of 
dominion. The Roman empire (I fmile in tratif. 
cribing the name) might foon have funk into a 
province of Genoa, if the ambition of therepub- 

^ The Abbe de Sade (Memoifes for la ^e de Petrarqae, tom.iu* 
p. 257— -a63*) ti^nfl^tes this letter* which he had copied from a MS. 
in the King of France's library. Though a fervant of the Duke of 
Milan, Petrarch pours forth his aitonifhment and grief at the defeat 
aad defpair of the Genoefe in the following year (p. 3*3 — 33 a.)- 

lie 
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CHAP. He had not been checked by the rain of her free- 
^^^ \ dom atid naval power. A long conteft of one 
hundred and thirty years w^ determined by the 
triumph of Venice ; and the fa£tions of the Ge- 
noefe compelled them to feek fpr domeftic peace 
under the protection of a foreign lord, the Duke 
of Milan, or the French King. Yet the fpirit of 
commerce furvived that of conqueft ; and the 
colony of Pera dill awed the capital and navi- 
gated the Euxine, till it wa3 involved by the 
Turks in the final fervitude of Conftantinople 
itfelf. 
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CHAP. LXIV- 

t^anquefts of Zingis Khan and the, Moguls from 
China to Poland. — Efcape of Con/lantinople 
and the Greeks, — Origin of the Ottoman 
Turks in Bithynia. — Reigns and ViSiories 
qf Otkmany Orchan^ Amurath the Firjt^ and 
JBcffozet the Firjl. — FouridaUon and Pro* 
gre/s qfthe Turkifli Monarchy in AJia and 
jEwrojpe* — Danger cf Con/iantinpple and the 
Greek Empire. 

TTROM the petty quarrels of a city and her c H iji p« 

fuburbs, from the cowardice and difcord of , ^^^^^* 
the falling Greeks, I fhall now afcend to the vic- 
torious Turks ) whofe domeftic flavery was en- 
nobled by martial difcipline, religious enthu- 
iiafm, and the energy of the national chara6ler. 
The rife and progrefs of the Ottomans, the 
prefent fovereigns of Conftantinople, are con- 
nedted with the mod important fcenes of moderii 
hiftory y but they are founded on a previous 
knowledge of the great eruption of thd Moguls 
and Tartars; whofe rapid conquefls may be 
compared with the primitive convulfions of 
nature, which have agitated and altered the 
furface of the globe. I have long fince aflerted 
my claim to introduce the nations, the imme^ 
diate or remote authors of the fall of the Roman 
VOL. XI. ]> D empire; 
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CHAR empire ; nor can I refufe myfelf to thofe event?, 
t ^yZ' \ which, from their unco^imon magnitude, will 

intereft a philofophic mind in the hiftory of 

blood \ 
Zingis From the fpacious highlands between China, 

Em ""'nS Siberia, and the Cafpian Sea, the tide of emi- 
the Moguls gration and war has repeatedly been poured, 
and Tar- rpj^^j.^ ancient feats of the Huns and. Turks 

tars, A. D. . i . , i /> » » 

i»o6— were occupied in the twelfth century by many 
"*7' paftoral tribes of the feme defcent and fimilar 
manners, which were united and led to conqueft 
by the formidable Zingis. In this afcent to 
greatnefs, that Barbarian (wlnrfe private appel- 
lation was Temugin) bad trampled on the 
necks of his equals. His birth was noble: but 
it was in the pride of vi6lory, that the prince 
or people deduced his feventh anceftor from 
the immaculate conception of a virgin. His 
father had reigned over thirteen bord?, which 
compofed about thirty or forty thoufan4 f^^* 
lies: above two- thirds refufed to pay tithes or 
obedience to bis infant fon : and at the age of 
thirteen, Temugin fought a battle againfl his 
rebellious fubje^ls. The future conqueror of 
Alia was obliged to fly and to obey : but he 
rofe fuperior to his fortune, and in his fortieth 
year he had eftabliflied his fame and dominion 
over the circumjacent tribes. In a ftate of 
fociety, in which policy is rude and valour is 

' The reader is invited to review the bliapters of the fourth and 
ilxth ydume^ i t]^e manners of paftontl Aations, the eoaquefts of AliSi 
and the Huna^ which were compofed at k time when I entertained ^ 
w'dhf rather than the hope> of concluding my hiilor)'. 

• urtiverfal, 
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uoiverial, the afcendant of oqe man mirfl be c H A p. 
founded on his power and refolution to punifti l-xiy. 
his enemies and recompenfe his friends. His firlft 
roiJitary league was ratified by the <imple rites of 
Sacrificing an horfe and tafting of a running 
itream : Temugin pledged himfelf to diyifle with 
his followers the fweets and the bitters pfJife; 
and when he had fliared among (hem his horfes 
and apparel, he was rich in. their gratitude and 
his own hopes. .After his firft vidlpry he placed 
feveuty chaldrons on the fire, and feventyof the 
moil guilty rebels were caft he^dlqng into the 
•boilii^ waten The Ijphere of his attra^ion was 
continually enlarged by the ruin of the proud 
and the fubmiffion of the prudent; and the boldell 
chieftains might tremble, when they beheld, 
enchafed in filver, the IkuU of the khan of th« 
Keraites ^ ; who, under the naine of Prefter John, 
had correfponded with the Roman pontilBT and 
the princes of Europe. The ambition of Te- 
mugin condefcended to employ the arts of fuper- 
dition; and it was from a naked prophet, 
. who could afeend to heaven on a white horfe, 
that he accepted the title of Zingis % the mq/l 

great; 

* The khans of the Keraites were moft probably incapable of read- 
' ing the pompous epiilles compofed m their name by the Ncftorian roif- 
fionaries> who endowed them with the fabulous wonders of an Indian 
kingdom. Perhaps thefe Tartars (the Preibyter or Piieft John) had 
fubmitted to the rites of baptiiin and ordination (AiTeman. BiM^t. 
Orient* torn. iii^ P.ii. p. 487>«-«503.)b 

^ 'Since the hiftory and tragedy of Voltaire^ Gengut at leaft in 
' Frinehj (^ems to be the more fafbionahle fpelling ; but Abulghazi 
Khan muft hare known the true name of his ancefion His etymo- 
logy appears juft Zin : in the Mogul tongue^ figmfies greatf and gis 
is the fuperlative termination (Hift. Genealogique des Tartars, part iii. 



404 THE DECLINE AND FAIL 

CHAP, great; and a divine right to the conqueft and 
^^^-^1/ clominion of the earth. In a general courmbaiy 
or diet, he was feated on a felt, which was 
long afterwards revered as a relic, and folemnly 
proclaimed great khan, or Emperor of the Mo- 
guls * and Tartars K Of thefe kindred, though 
rival names, the former had given birth to the 
Imperial race j and the latter has been extended 
by accident or error over the fpacious wildcriiefi 
of the north. 
Hit laws. The code of laws which Zingis diftated to 
his fubje6ls, was adapted to the prefervation of 
domeftic peace, and the exercife of foreign hofti- 
lity. The punifliment of death was inflifted on 
the crimes of adultery, murder, perjury, and the 
capital thefts of an horfe or ox ; and the fierceil 
of men were mild and juft in their intercourfe 
with each other. The future eIe£ibion of the 
great khan was veiled in the princes of his family 
and the heads of the tribes ; and the regulations 
of the chace were effential to the pleafures and 
plenty of a Tartar camp. The vi6lorious nation 
was held facred from all fervile labours, which 



p. I94> I95*)* Froni the fame Idea of magnitude> the appeUationof 
Zin^h i» beftowed on the ocean. 

^ The name of Moguls has prevailed among the Orientals, andibH 
adheres to the titular fovereign, the Great Mogul of Hindoftan. 

* The Tartars (more properly Tatars) were defcended from Tattr 
Khan the brother of Mogul Khan (fee Abulghazij parti, andii.) 
and once formed a hord of 70,000 families on the borers of Kiuy 
(p. 103 — J 12.). In the great invalion of Europe (A,D.i23^^ 
they feem to have led the^uanguard ; and the fimilitude of the nane 
of Tartarih recofomended tliat of Tartars to the Litia$(Matt> 
Pai'is, p. 398, kz.y 

were 
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>vere abandoned to flaves and ftrangers ; and chap. 
every labour was fervile except the profeffion of ^^^' 
arms. The fervice and difcipline of the troops, 
^ho were armed with bows, fcymetars, and iron 
maces, and divided by hundreds, thoufand^, and 
ten thoufands, were the inilitutions of a veteran 
commander. Each officer and foldier was made 
refponfible, under pain of death, for the fafety 
and honour of his companions ; and the ipirit of 
conqueft breathed in the law, that peace iliould 
never be granted unleis to a vanquiflied and 
luppliant enemy. But it is the religion of 
Zingis that beft deferves our wonder and ap- 
plaufe. The Catholic inquifitors of Europe, 
i¥ho defended nonfenfe by cruelty, might have 
been confounded by the example of a Barbarian, 
who anticipated the leflbns of philofophy % and 
eilabliihed by his laws a fyftem of pure theifm 
and p^rfefil toleration. His firft and only ar- 
ticle of fiiith was the exiftence of one God, the 
author of all good ; who fills by his prefence 
the heavens and the earth, which he has created 
by his power. The Tartars and Moguls were 
addi^ed to the idols of their peculiar tribes ; 
and many of them had been converted by the 
foreign miffionaries to the religions of Mofes, 
of Mahomet, and of Chrift. Thefe various 
fyftems in freedom and concord, were taught 
and pra£i;ifed within the precin£ts of the fame 

^ A imgular conlbrimty may be found between the religious laws of 
Zingis Khan »id of Mr. Locke {Conftitutbns of Carolinai in his vorkf> 
voI.ir. I\*535» 4^* edition, 17 77)* 

D D 3 camp ; 
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CHAP, camji ; and the Bonze, the Iman, the Rabbi, 
v^^Lf ^^^ Neftorian, and the Latin prieft, eiijoj^ed 
the fame honourable e«emption from fervice 
and tribute : in the mofch of Bochara, the in- 
folent victor might trample the Koran under his 
horfe^s feet, but the calm legiflator refpe6led the 
prophets and pontiffs of the moft hoftile fefts. 
The reafon of Zingis was not informed by books; 
the khan could neither read nor write ; and, 
except the tribe of the Igours, the greateft part 
of the Moguls and Tartars were as illiterate as 
their fovereign. The memory of their exploits 
was preferred by tradition : fixty-eight years after 
the death of Zingis, thefe traditions were col- 
*le6led and tranfcribed^; the brevity of their do- 
meftic annals may be fupplied by the Chinefe', 



^ In the yezr Z294> by the command of Cazan» khan of I^erfiai 
the fourth in deTcent f5rom Zmgis. From thefe traditions. Lis vizir 
'Fadlallah compolbd a Mo^ hiibry in the Perfian language* whid 
Jias been ufed by Petit de la Croix (Hift.de Genghizcan, p. 53 7— 
539.)» The Hiftoire Genealogique des Tatars (a Leyde* 1726, in 
lamo. a tomes) w^ tranilated by the Swedilh prifonere in Siberia from 
the Mogul MS. of Abulgafi Bahadur Khan,, a defcendant of Zbgisi 
who reigned over the ITfbecks of Charaifm» or Carizme (A. D. 1644 
-—1663). He U.of moft value and credit 6>r the natneiy pedigrees, 
and manners ^t his nation. Of his nine parts, the ift defcends from 
Adam to Mogul Khan, the iid, from Mogul to Zingis ; the iiid» is 
the life of Zingis ; the ivth, vth, vith, and viith, the generd hiftoy 
•f Us four fonsf and their pc^rity ; the viiith and ixth, the particular 
hiftory of the defcendants of Sheibani Khan, who reigned in Maure- 
nahar and Charafin. 

* Miftoire de Gentchifcan, et de toute la Dinaftie des Moagoof fes 
Succefleurs, Conquerans de hi Chine ; tifee de THiftoire de la Chinci 
par le R.P. Gaubil, de la Societe de Jefus, .Miffionaire a Pekin; i 
Paris, 1739, in 4to, This tranflation h ftamped with the Chinefe 
chara^er of domeftic accuracy and foreign ignorance. 

.14. . Perfians, 
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Perfians% Armenians '% Syrians ", Arabians '% c H A iv 
Greeks '% RiijQGians '% Poles '% Hungarians % and ^ ^^^' 

Latins ; 



^ See the Hiiloire du Grand Genghlzcany premier Empereur de« 
^ Mogdls ^ Tartares, par^M. Petit de la Croix, a Paris, 17 10, in lamo. ; 

[: a, work of ten years' labour, chiefly drawn from the Periian writers, 

among whom Nifavi, the fecretary of fuhan G6laleddin, has the merit 

and prejudices of a contemporary. A flight air of romance is the fauft 
\) of the originals, or the compiler. See likewife the articles of Gefi' 

gJ^zcan, Mohammed^ Geiaieddin, 8cc* in the Bibliodieque Orientale of 

D'Herhelot. 

' ' *® Haithohus, or Aithonus, an Armenian prince, and afterwards a 

r monk of Promcsitre (Fabric. J^Hot* Lat» medii ^yi, tocq. i. p* 34>) 

4i<^ted in the French language, his book de Tartaritf his old feUow- 
^ foldiers. It was immediately tranflated into Latin, and is inferted in 

{ the Noyus OfUs of Simon Grynatus (Bsifil, 15559 ia^folio). 

r- . " Zingls iOum, snd his firft fucceOors , occupy the 'Condufio« of the 

ixth Dynaily of Abiilpharagiiis (yerf. Pocock, Oxon.2663, in 4to.); aad 

^ his xth Dynafty is that of the Moguls of Perfia. Aflenaannus (Bibliot. 

i; Orient* torn, ii.) hks ektradled fome fafts from his Syriac writingt , 

and the lives of the Jacobite maphrianA, or prinoates of the J^aft, 

" Among the Arabians, in language and religion, we may diftinguiih 
Abulfeda, fultan of Hamah in Syria, who fought ip perfon> under thf 
Mamaluke flsndatd^ againft the Moguls. 

'^ Nisephorus Gregoras (1. ii. c.5, 6.) has JFelt the neceffity of conne^- 

ing the Scythian and Byzantine hiitories. He defcribes with truth and 

elegance the fettlement and manners of the Moguls of P^fiay but he is 

r ignorant of their origin, and corrupts the names of Zingis and hi« 

fons. 

' . '^ M. Leveique (Hiijk^re de RiU&ey torn, ii*) has defcribed the con* 

^ ^ueft of Ruffia by the Tamrs» icata the Patriarch Njcon* and the old 

chronicles. 

»*. For Pdand, I am content with the Sarmatia Afiatica et Europea 
of Matthew aMichou, or de Michovia, a canon and phyfician of Cra- 
I -cbw (A.D. X506) inferted in' the Novud Orbis of Gryntsus. Fabric. 

JSiblioti Latin, mediae et infimae JEtatls, torn. v. p. 56. 

f ** I Ihoudd quote Thuroczius, the oldeft general hiflorian (parsii. 

• c.74. p. 150.), in the ift volume of the Scriptores Rerum Hungari- 

. carum, (fid not the fame volume contain the original narrative of a con- 

temporaiy, an eye witnefs, and a fufierer (M. Rogerii, Hungari, Vara- 

dieniis Capituli Canooici, Carmen milerabile, feu Hiiloria fuper De- 

. DD 4 ftrudltone 
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CHAP. Latins '^ ; and each nation will deferve creit 

LXIV 

in the relation of their own difaflers and de« 
feats '^ 

hm&on of xh^ arms of Zingis and his lieutenants fuc^ 
AJ).iaxo ceffively reduced the hords of the defert, wh(J 
— J»3f4 ; pitched their tents between the wall of China and 
the Volga ; and the Mogul Emperor became the 
monarch of the pafloral world, the lord of many 
millions of fliepherds andfoldiers, who felt their 
united ftrength, and were impatient to ruih on 
the mild and wealthy climates of the fouth. His 
anceflorshad been the tributaries of the Chinefe 
emperors ; and Temugin himielf had been dif- 
graced by a title of honour and fervitude. The 
court of Pekin was aftonifiied by an embafiy 
from its former vaflaly who, in the tone of the 
king of nations, exa£led the tribute and obe* 

ftniSdone Regni HiingariaBy Temponbui Bebp IV* Regit per Tar- 
uret h£i2if p. %^% — 3%u) : the beft pi6iiire that I have ever to of 
all the cixtumftancea of a Barbaric iiiTafion. 

'' Matthew Paris has reprefented* from authentic documeBtS} tl( 
ifonger and diftrefs of Europe (confult the word Tartari in his copip 
Index). From motives of zeal and curiofity* the court of the grut 
Khan, in the xiiith centur^r was vifited by two friars John de PUno 
Carpiniy and AVillixm Rubru^uisy and by Marco Polo, a Venedan gea- 
deman. The Latin relations of the two former areinferted in the ift 
volume of Hackluyt ; the Italian original or verfion of the third (Fibric. 
3ibliot. Latin, medii JEvi» torn, iu p. 198. tono. v. p» %$•) may be 
&und in the iid tome of Ramuiio. 

"^ In his great hiftory of the Huns, M, de Guignes has moft amply 
treated of Zingis Khan and hit fuccellbrs. See torn. lii. 1. xv — ^xiz. and 
m the collateral articles of the Seljukians of Roum, tom.ii. l*xi*the 
Carizmlans, 1. xiv. and the Mamalukes, torn. iv. 1. xxL : confnlt like- 
wife the tables of the lil volume. He is ever learned and accurate; 
yet J am only indebted to him for a general vie\^> and fome parages c* 
^ulfed^i which are ftill latent in the Arabic text. 
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diience which he had paid) and who affedled to chap. 
treat the Jon ofhccpven as the tnoft contemptible ^^^' 
of mankind. An haughty anfwet dilguifed their 
fecret appreheniions j and their fears were foon 
juftified by the march of innumerable fquadrons,. 
who pierced on all fides the feeble rampart 
of the great wall. Ninety cities were flormed, 
or ftarved, by the Moguls ; ten only efcaped ; 
and Zingis, from a knowledge of the filial piety 
of the Chinefe, covered his vanguard with their 
captive parents \ an un worthy , and by degrees a 
fruidefs, abufe of the virtue of his enemies. His 
invafion was fupported by the revolt of an hun* 
dred thoufandKhitans, who guarded thefrontier: 
yet he liftened to a treaty ; and a princeis of 
China, three thoufand horfes, five hundred 
youths, and as many virgins, and a tribute of 
gold and filk, were the price of his retreat. In 
liis fecond expedition, he compelled the Chinefe 
£mperor to retire beyond the yellow river to a 
more fouthem refidence. The fiege of l^ekin '• 
was long and laborious : the inhabitants were re- 
duced by famine to decimate and devour their 
fellow citizens $ when their ammunition was 
^ent, they Idifcharged ingots of gold and filver 
irom their engines \ but the Moguls introduced 
a mine to the centre of the capital ; and the con* 
Jagration of the palace burnt above thirty days. 

'9 jVfore properly Teu'-Jkingf an ancient citvy whofe ruins fiill appear 
fome fiirloQgs to the foutb-eaft of the modem Peking which was built 
by Cublai IQian (Gaubel» p. 146.). Pe>king and Nan-king are vague 
titles* the courts of the north and of the fouth* The identity and 
xhaoge of names perplex the moit fldfful readers of the Chineie gcbl 
graphy (p. i77.> 

China 



LXIV. 
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c H A P. China was defolated by Tartar war and domeftic 
fa£lioi] ; aiid the five noithern provinces Were 
added to the empire of Zingis. 
Tr^fo^^' In the Weft, he touched the dominions of Mo- 
ana, and bammed fultan of Carizme, who reigned from 
Perfia, the Pcrfian Gulf to the borders of India and 
Turkeftan ; and who, in the proud imitation of 
Alexander the Great, forgot the fervitude and 
ingratitude of his fathers to the houfe of Seljuk. 
It was the wifh of Zingis to eftablifli a friendly 
and commercial intercourfe with the moft power* 
ful of the Moflem princes; nor could he betempt- 
ed by the iecret folicitations of the Caliph of Bag- 
dad, who facrificed to his perfbhal wrongs the 
iafety of the church and ftate. A rafh and in- 
human deed provoked and juilified the Tartar 
arms in the invaiion of the fouthem Afia. A 
caravan of three ambafladors and one hundred 
and iifty merchants, was arretted and murdered 
at Otrar, by the command of Mohammed ; vsa 
was it^till after a demand and denial of juftice, 
till he had prayed and fiifled three nights on a 
mountain, that the Mogul Emperor appealed to 
the judgment of God and his fword. Our Eu« 
ropean battles, fays a philofophic writer % are 
petty flcirmiflies, if compared to the numbers that 
have fought and fallen in the fields of* Afia* 
Seven hundred thouiand Moguls ahd Tartars are 
faid to have marched under the flandard of Zingis 
and his four fons. In the vaft plains that extend 

''' M. de Voltaire, Efiai fiir lliifioire Generak^ tonu liu ^c. 6o. ^ ^' 
Hkt accoont ofZingis aiid die Moguls cantaias^ as vfiiaU mudifeflcni 
^f!S& and tnithy with ibme |»articular errors. 

to 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 41:1 

^ to the north of the Sihon of Jaxartes, they were C H A ?. 
encountered by four hundred thoufand foldiers of 
the fultan ; and in the firft battle, which was fuf- 
^ pended by the night, one hundred and fixty thou- 

'^ fand Carizmians were flain. Mohammed was 
^ aftoniihed by the multitude and valour of his 

enemies : he withdrew from the fcene of danger, 
2 and diftributed his troops in the frontier towns ; 

i trufting that the Barbarians, invincible in the 
t field, would be repulfed by the length and difil- 
f culty of fo many regular fieges. But the pru- 
2 dence of Zingis had formed a body of Ghinefe 
li engineers, flcilled in the mechanic arts, informed 
« perhaps of the fecret of gunpowder, and capable, 
t under his difcipline, of attacking a foreign coun- 
i: try witli more vigour and fuccefs than they had 
ii defended their own. The Perflan hiftoriaus wiU 

relate the fieges and redu6lion of Otrar,Cogende, 
Bochara, Samarcand, Carizme, Herat, Merou^ 
Niiabour, Balch, and Candahar ; and the con- 
queft of the rich dnd populous countries of 
Tranfoxiana, Ckrizme, and Chorafim. The de- 
ilruftive hofl:ilities of Attila and the Huns have 
long fince been elucidated by the example of 
Zingis and the Moguls ; and in this more propei: 
•place I fliall be content to obferve that, from 
the Caipian to the Indus, they ruined atradl of 
many hundred miles, which was adorned with 
the habitations and labours of mankind, and that 
fivecenturies have not been fufficient to repair the 
ravages of four years. The Mogul Emperor en- 
couraged or indulged the fury of his troops ;. the 
hope of future polfeffidn was loll in the ardour of 

rapine 
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c H A>. rapine and daughter : and the caufe of the war 
^^^' ex£ifperated their nativefiercenefs by the pretence 
of juflice and revenge. The downfal and death 
of the fultan Mohammed, who expired unpitied 
and alone, in a defert ifland of the Cafpian Sea, 
is a poor atonement for the calamities of which he 
was the author. Could the Carizmian empire have 
been laved by a fingle hero, it would have been 
faved by his fon Gelaleddin, whofe aflive valoar 
repeatedly checked the Moguls in the career of 
viftory. Retreating, as he fought, to the banks 
of the Indus, he was opprefled by their innumer- 
able hoft, till, in the laft moment of defpair, 
Gelaleddin fpurred his horfe into the waves, 
fwam one of the broadeil and moft rapid rivers of 
Afia, and extorted the admiration and applaufe 
of Zingis himfelf. It was in this camp that the 
Mogul conqueror yielded with relu£tance to the 
murmurs of his weary and wealthy troops, ivbo 
iighed for the enjoyment of their native land. 
Incumbered with the fpoils of Afia, he flowljr 
meafured back his footfteps, betrayed fome pity 
for the mifery of the vanquilhed, and declared 
his intention of rebuilding the cities which ^had 
been fwept away by the tempeft of his arms. 
After he had repaiTed the Oxus and Jaxartes, he 
was joined by two generals, whom he had de- 
tached with thirty thoufand horfe, to fubdue the 
weftern provinces of Perfia. They had trampled 
on the nations which oppofed their paflage, pene- 
trated through the gates of Derbent, traverfed 
the Volga and the Defert, and accompliihed the 
circuit of the Cafpian Sea, by an expedition 

which 



OF THE ROMAN EMHRE, 415 

'Which had never been attempted, and has never c H A ?• 

^.xiv* 



been repeated. The return of Zingis was fig- J^^^* 



Halized by the overthrow of the rebellious or 
independent kingdoms of Tartary ; and he died Hisdead^ 
in the fulnefs of years and glory, with his laft ^•^•*»»7* 
breath exhorting and inftru^ng his fons to at* 
^ chieve the conquefl of the Chinefe empire. 

The haram of Zingis was compofed of five Conqucii 
hundred wives and concubines ; and of his nu- ^ ^^ 
^ merous progeny, four fons, illufl^rious by their the fuccef- 

^ birth and merit, exercifed under their father the ^" ®f 

principal offices of peace and war. Touihi was ad. i%%f 
^ his great huntfman, Zagatai ** his judge, 06tai ~**^^» 

^ his minifter, and Tuli his general ; and'their 

^ names and a6iions are oflen confpicuous in the 

^ hiftory of his conqueds. Firmly united for their 

f own and the public interefl;, the three brothers 

^ and their families were content with dependent 

^ fceptres ; and O^lai, by general confent, was 

proclaimed great khan, or Emperor of the Mo- 
guls and Tartars. He was fucceeded by his fon 
i fiayuk, after whofe death the empire devolved 

to his coufins Mangou and Cublai, the fons of 
Tuli, and the grandfons of Zingis. In the fixty- 
eight years of his four firft fucceflbrs, the Mogul 
fubdued almofi; all Afia, and a large portion of 
Europe. Without confining myfelf to the order 
of time, without expatiating on the detail of 

" Zagatai gave his name to his domiiuons of Maurenahar^ or 
Tranibxiana; and the Moguls of Hindoftany . who emigrated from ^ 
that countryi are flyled Zagatais by the Perfians. This certain ety- 
mology» and the fimilar example of Uzbek> Nogai, &c. may warn us 
not abfoliitdy to rejedi the derivations of a national) from a peribnaly 
siame. 

events. 
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.CHAP, events, I (hail prefent a general pi6lure of the 
^LXiv. progrefs of their arras ; I. In the Eaft : II. In the 
South; HI. In the Weft; and IV. In the North. 
Of the I* Before the invafion of Zingis, China was 

northern divided into two empires or dynafties of the North 
^J^^ ^ and South ** ; and the difierence of origin and 
A«D*i234« intereft was fmoothed by a general conformity 
of laws, language, and national manners. The 
Northern empire, which had been difmembered 
by Zingis, was finally fubdued feven years after 
his death. After the lofi of Pekin, the Emperor 
had fixed his reiideqce at Kaifong, a city many 
leagues in circumference, and which contained, 
according to the Chinefe annals, fourteen hun- 
dred thoufand families of inhabitants and fugi- 
tives. He efcaped from thence with only feven 
horfemen, and made his laft ftand in a third 
capital, till at length the hopelefs monarch, pro- 
tefting his innocence and accufing his? fortune, 
afcended a' funeral pile, and gave orders, that, 
as foon as he had ftabbed himfelf, the fire ihould 
be kindled by his attendants. The dynafty <rf 
the Song, the native and ancient fovereigns of 
the whole empire, furvived about forty-five years 
the fall of theNorthern ufurpers ; and the perfeft 
conqueft was referved for the arms of Cublai. 
During this interval, the Moguls were often 

" In Marco-Polo, and the Oriental geographers, the names of 
Cathay and Mangi diftinguiih the nopch^m add ibuthsm empires) 
■whichy from A.D. 1^34 to 1*79, were thofe of the great khan, aaci 
o£ -the Chinefe, The fearch of Cadiay, after China had been foim^» 
excited and miiled our navigators of the fixteenth cetitury, in their 
attempts to di&over the Dorth-eaft pa£Qige. 

diverted 
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diverted by foreign wars j and, if the Chinefe fel- chap. 
- dorn dared to meet their vidlors in the field, their ^^^" 



\ 



paffive courage prefented an endlets fucceflion of 

- cities to ftorm and of millions to flaughter. In 

'- the att-ack and defence of places, the engines of 

7-^ antiquity and the Greek fire were alternately em^ 

:: ployed : the ufe of gunpowder in cannon and 

bombs appears as a familiar pra6tice ^^ ; and the 

3 fieges were conducted by the Mahometans and 

ti; Franks, who had been liberally invited into the 

r? fervice of Cublai. After })affing the great river, 

:; the troops and artillery were conveyed along si 

: feries of canals, till they invefted the royal refi- 

dence of Hamcheu, or Quiniay, in the country 

of filk, the mod delicious climate of China. The 

yj Emperor, a defencelefs youth, furrendered his 

1; pferfbn and fceptre; and bdTore he was fent iii 

t exile intoTartary , he ftruck nine times the ground 

with his forehead, to adore in prayer or thankf- 

giving the mercy of the great khan. Yet the war of tHc 

^it was now ftiled a rebellion) was iftill maintained fo«j^«n»» 

in the fouthern provinces from Hamcheu to Can- ' * '' 

f ton ; and the obftinate remnant of independence 

I ' *^ I depend on tbe haoiwitdge and fidelity of the Pto GaublU who 

tranflates the CbineCe text of the aoaals of the Moguls or Yuen 

' (p. 71. 93. 15 3.) > ^^^ ^ am ignorant at what time thefe annals wei:e 

compoTed and put>liflied. ' The tvi'^o uncles of Marco*Pola> who ferved 
at engmeen at tbe iiege of Siengiaogfou (1. ii. c. 6j. i^ Raiqufio* 
tom.ii. See GaubU, p« JJ5. i570> muft have felt and related the 
effedh of this deftrndtive powder, and their filence is a weighty, and 
.aliQoft decUi^y ol^jedtion. I entertain a fufpicion that the veceat dtf- 
covery was carried from Europe to China by the caravans of the xvth 
"century, and falffely adopted as an old national difcovery before the 
4crival of she Pottuguefe and Jefuits in the xrith. Yet the. ]^«fe 
Gaubil affirms that the ufe of gunpowder has been known to the 
Chinefe above 1600 years. 

and 
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CHAP, and hoftility was tranfported from the land to tk 
J^^r. fea. But when the fleet of the Song was fur- 
rounded and opprefled by a fuperior armament^ 
theirlail champion leaped into the waves with his 
infant Emperor inhis arms. ^^ It is more glorious," 
he cried, " to die a prince, than to live a flave ." 
An hundred thoufand Chinefe imitated his ex* 
ample ; and the whole empire from Tonkin to 
the great wall, fubmitted to the dominion of 
Cublai. His boundlefs ambition afpired to the 
conqueft of Japan : his fleet was twice ibip* 
wrecked: and the lives of an hundred thouiand 
Moguls and Chinefe were iacrificed in the fruit* 
lefs expedition. But the circumjacent kingdoms, 
Core^, TonkijpyCocfainchina, Pegu, Bengal, an4 
Thib(^t|) were reduced in different degrees of 
trit>ute and obedience by the effort or terror of 
his arms. He explored the Indian ocean with 
a fleet of a thoufand fliips ; they failed in iixty- 
eight days, mofl probably to the ifle of Borneo, 
under the equino^ial line ; and though theyre^ 
turned not without fpoil or glory, the Emperor 
was diffatisfied that the favage king had efcaped 
from their hands. 
pf PeriXa II. The conqueft of Indofl;an by the Mogub 
mJreoi ^^^ r^fervcd in a later period for the houfe of 
thecftii]^, Timourj but that of Iran, or Perfia, wasat- 
^^^•'*^*- chieved by Holagou Khan, the grandfon of Zin- 
gis, the brother and lieutenant of the two fuccef- 
five emperors, Mangou and Cublai. I fhall not 
enumerate the crowd of fultans, emirs,, and at*- 
beks, whom he trampled into duft; but the ^* 
10 tirpati<» 
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tiqftotioii of th« Ajghfins^ oi;Ifmaelians*^ of I^erfia, chap. 

ftay be confidcred fes a fervice to mankind. ^ ^; ^^^ 

Among the hills to the ibuth of the Cafpian,^ 

thefe odious fe3;aries had reigned with impunity 

[ Ittbove an hundred and iixty years $ and their 

] prince^ or tmam, eftablifhed his lieutenant to 

i lead and govern the colony of Mount Libanu^^ 

L fo fkmoas and formidable in the hiftory of the 

g i^rufades''^ With the fanatieifm of the Koran> 

: th^ Ifmaelians had blended the Iildian tranf^ 

migration^ and the vifions of their own pro- 

)i {>het8 : and it was their firft duty to devote theii^ 

>: Ibttk and bodies in blind obedience to the vicai" 

rt t)f Ood. The daggers of bis miffioriaries were 

i felt both in the Eaft and Weft : the Chriftians 

t Uiid the Moflems enumerate, and perhaps multi* 

t P^y> ^^ illuftrious viiftims that were facrificed to 

ji the aeal, avarice, or refentment oiihe old man (ad 

j; he was corruptly ftyled) of Ike mountain. But 

j. thelfe daggers, his only arms, were broken by 

the fword of Holagou, and not a veftige is left 

irf the enemies of mankind, except the word 

¥^lfh//iny which, in the moll odious fenfe, has 

been adopted iti the languages of Europe. The 

<extin6kton of the AbbaflSdes cannot be indifferent 

C6 the fJ)eftators of thdr greathefs and decline. 

Since thre fall of their Seljukian tyrants, the ca* 



*♦ All dikt can be khorvhl of the AlMhw of Fiirfia and Syria, is 
'S piimred f^otii tbe eopious, and even profuff^ erudition of M.f^alaon^ 

In two memoires read before the Academy of Infcriptions (torn. xvii. 

jp.ia7— .170.). 
i ** The llmaeliails of Syfia, 40^000 Aflafllns, had acquired or 

^ fbirtidfedlen caftles in the hills above Tortofiu About the year ia8o» 

they were ejctiip^ed by the Mkmaluker. 
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CHAP, liphs had recovered their lawful dominion of Bag- 
^^^* dad and the Arabian Irak ; but the city was difc 
tra6led by theological fa6lions9 and the com- 
mander of the faithful was lofl in a haram of 
feven hundred concubines. The invafion of the 
Moguls he encountered .with feeble arms and 
haughty embaflies, "On the divine decree," 
faid the Caliph Moftafem, « is founded the throne 
" of the fons of Abbas : and their foes ihall 
" furely be deftroyed in this world and in the 
" next. , Who is this Holagou that dares to 
" rife againft them ? If he be defirous of .peace, 
^* let him inftantly depart from the facred terri- 
** tory ; and perhaps he may obtain from our 
" clemency the pardon of his fault." This pre- 
fumption was cherifhed by a perfidious vizir, wlio 
aflured his mafter, that, even if the BarbariaDS 
had entered the city, the women and children, 
from the terraces, would be fufficient to over- 
whelm^ them with flones. But when Holagou 
touched the phantom, it inftantly vinifhed into 
fmoke. After a fiege of two months, Bagdad 
was ftormed and facked by the Moguls : and 
their favage commander pronounced the death of 
the Caliph Moftafem, the laft of the temporal 
fucceflbrs of Mahomet ; whofe noble kinfmen, 
of the race of Abbas, had reigned in Afia above 
five hundred years. Whatever might bethede- 
iigns of the conqueror, the holy cities of Mecca 
and Medina ^* were protefiled by the Arabian de* 

** A3 a proof pf the ignorance of the Chinefe in foreign tramfiiA'owJ 
muft obferve, that fome of their hiftorians extend the conqueft oi Ziog^ 
Jumf^lf to Medina, the country of Mahomet (Gaubily p.49.> 

fertj 
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fert) but the Moguls fpread beyond the Tigris CHAP, 
and Euphrates, pillaged Aleppo and Damafcus, ,^^^^ 
and threatened to join the Franks in the deliver- 
t ance of Jerufalem. Egypt was loft, had (he been 

3 defended only by her feeble ofispring : but the 

Mamalukes had breathed in their infancy the 
c keennefs of a Scythian air: equal in valour^fu* 

z perior in difcipline, they met the Moguls in many 

5. a well-fought field; and drove back the ftream 

r 4)f hoftility to the eaftward of the Euphrates, 

K But it overflowed with refiftlefs violence the king- 

DS doms of Armenia and Anatolia, of which the of Anato- 

former was poflefled by the Chriftians, and the ^^^ ^^* 
I latter by the Turks. The fultans of Iconium op- laya. 

^ pofed fome refiftance to the Mogul arms, till 

.• Azzadin fought a refuge, among the Greeks of 

li Conftantinople, and his feeble fucceflbrs, the laft 

^ of the Seljukian dynafty, were finally extirpated 

I by the khans of Perfia* 

^ III. Nofooner had 06taifubyerted the northern* Of Kipak, 

empire of China, than he refolved tovifit with his: R"®*;Pp- 
^ arms the moll remote countries oi the Weft. gary,&c. 

Fifteen hundred thoufand Moguls and Tartars-^* ^"3 J 
J were infcribed on the military roll ; of thefe the ~^*^^' 

great Khan fele6ted a third, which he entrufted 
to the command of his nephew Batou, th^e fon of 
Tuli ; who reigned over his father's conqiiefts to 
tb^ north of the Cafpian Sea. Af ler a feftival of 
forty days, Batou fet forwards on this great expe* 
dition J and fuch was the fpeed and ardour of .. 
his innumerable fquadrons, that in lefs than fix 
years they had meafured a line of ninety degrees 
of longitude, a fourth part of the circumference 

£ G 2 of 



c; H A F^ of the globe. The great rivers of Afia and Btf# 
v^^l - r rope, the Volga and Kama, the Don and Boryfo 
henes, the Viftula and Danube^ they either fwam 
with their horfes, or pafled on the ice, or tra« 
Verfed in leathern boats, which followed the 
camp, and tranQ>orted their waggons and artil- 
lery. By the firft victories of Baton, the re* 
mains of national freedom were eradicated in the 
immenfe plains of Turkeftan and Kipzac ^\ In 
bis rapid progreik, he overran the kingdoms, as 
they are now flyled, of Aflracan and Cazan; 
and the troops which he detached towards MouBt 
Cducafus, explored the moll fecret recces of 
Creorgia and Circallla* The civil difcord of the 
great dukes, or princes, of Ruffia, betrayed their 
bountry to the Tartars. They ^read from Ii- 
Tonia to the Black Sea, and both Mofcow and 
Kiow, the modern and the ancient capitals, were 
reduced to aflies $ a ten^orary ruin, lefs fatal 
than the deep, and perhaps itidelible,niark9 which 
a fervitude of two hundred years has imprinted 
on the character of the Ruffians. The Tartar^ 
ravage^ with equal fury the countries whfehthey 
hoped to poflefs, and thofe which they were 
haileningto leave. From the permanent conqueil 
of Ruffia, they made a deadly, though tranficnt, 
inroad into the heart of Poland, and as far as 
the borders of Germany. The cities of Lubfe 
and Cracow were obliterated : they iipproachect 

'7 The Dajhti Kifzakt of plam of Kipzak> extends on either fi^ 
cxf die Volga} in a boundlefs ^ce towards the Jaik and Boryitheoes» 
and IS fuppoled to contain the primitiye jiame and nation of tie 
Cofackff. 

the 
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t tiie (bores of the Baltic j and in the battle of Lig- c H A P. 

I nitz, they defeated tbe dukes of Silefia, Hie Po- ^ ^5?' 

iifii palatines, and the great mailer of the TeU'- 
f ^ tonic order, and filled nine facks with the right- 

i «ars of the flain* From Lignitz, the extreme 

pojnt of their weftern march, they turned afide^ 
i to the invafion of Hungary ; and the prefence or 

k fpirit of Batou infpired the hod of five hundred 

tibioufand men: Carpathian hills could not be 
long impervious to their divided columns ; and 
their approach had been fondly difbelieved till it 
i| nvas irrefiftibly felt. The King, Bela the Fourth, 

l^ ^embled the military force of his counts and 

j^ l^iihops; but he had alienated the nation by 

adopting a vagrant hord of forty thoiifand fami- 
lies of Comaas, aiid thele favage guefts were pro« 
yoked to revolt by the fuipicion of treachery 
and the murder of their prince* The whole 
country north of the Danube was loft in a day, 
and depopulated in a fummer ; and the ruins of 
cUies and dmrches were overfpread with xht 
ibpiies of the natives, who expiated the fins of 
their TurkiCh aneeftors. An ecdefiaftic, who 
fled from the iack of A^aradin, defcribes the 
calamities which he had feen, or fufifered ; and 
the ia^guinary rage of fieges and battles is far 
lels iittrocious than the treatment of the fugi^ 
tives, who had been allured from the woods 
nnder a prpmife of peace and pardon, and 
^ho were coolly flaughtered as foon as they 
liad performed the labours of the harveft and 
I vintage^ In the winter, the Tartars pafied th9 

Danube on the ice, and advanced to Gran of 
£E 3 Strigonium^ 
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CHAP. Strigonium, a German colony, and the metro- 
^^^' polls of the kingdom. Thirty engines were 
planted againil the walls ; the ditches were filled 
with facks of earth and dead bodies ; an^d after a 
promifcuous maflacre, three hundred noble ma- 
teons were flain in the prefence of the Khan. Of 
all the cities and fortrefles of Hungary, three 
alone furvived the Tartar invaiion, and the un- 
fortunate Bela hid his head among the iflands of 
the Adiiatic. 

The Latin world was darkened by this cloud 
of favage hoftility : a Ruffian fugitive carried the 
alarm to Sweden ; and the remote nations of the 
Baltic and the ocean trembled at the approach 
of the Tartars *% whom their fear and ignorance 
were inclined to feparate from the human (pedes. 
Since the invafion of the Arabs in the eighth 
century, Europe had never been expdfedtoa 
fimilar calamity ; and if the difciples of Mahomet 
^ould have oppreffed her religion and liberty, it 
might be apprehended that the (hepherds of Scy- 
thia M^ould extinguifh her cities, her arts, and 
all the irtftitutions of civil focrety. The Roman 
pontiff attempted to appeafe and convert thefe 
invincible Pagans by a miffion of Francifcan and 
Dominican friars ; but he was aftoniflied by the 
reply of , the Khan, that the fons of God and of 

■* In the year xajSy the inhabitants of Gothia (SnveiUn)9nif^ 
vrert prevented, by their fear of the Tartars, from fending, asufualj 
their ihips to the herring-fiflicry on the coaft of England ; and aa ^^ 
was 4?o exportation, forty or fifty of thefe filh were fold for a fciB"5 
(Matthew Paris, p. 396.)- It is whimfical enough, that the orders of 
a Mogul Khan, who reigned on the borders of China, fliould ha^^ 
lowered the pdce of herrings in the Engliih nnrket. . 

16 • Zingis 
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Zingis were invefted with a divine power to fub- c H a Pi 
due or extirpate the nations ; and that the Pope ^^^ [ ^ 
would be involved in the univerfal deftru6tion, 
unlefs he viiited in peribn, and as a fupj)liant, 
the royal hord. The Emperor Frederic the Se-' 
cond embraced a more generous mode of de- 
fence ; and his letters to the kings of France and* 
England, and the princes of Germany, repre- 
fented the common danger^ and urged them to 
arm their vaffals in this juft and rational cru- 
lade*^ The Tartars themfelves were awed by 
the fame and valour of the Franks : the town of 
Newftadtin Auftria was bravely defended againft 
them by fifty knights and twenty crols-bows ; 
and they raifed the fiege on the appearance of a 
German army. After wafting the adjacent 
kingdoms of Servia, Bofhia, and Bulgaria, Ba^^ 
tou flowly retreated from the Danube to the 
Volga to enjoy the rewards of vi^ory in the 
city and palace of Serai, which ftarted at his 
command from the midft of the defert. > ^ 

IV. Even the poor and frozen regions of the Of sibem, 
north attracted the arms of the Moguls : Sbei- ^•^' 
bani Khan, the brother of the gr^at Batou, led 

^ I ihall copy his clun<5lerUHc or flatteriiig epithets of the diiier' 
ent countries of Europe: Furens ac fervens ad arma Gennaniay &te» 
nuse. militise genetrix et altunna Francia> bellicola et audax Hifpaniay 
virtuofa yiris et clafle munita fertills AngUa^ impetudis beHatpribus 
referta Alemanniay navalis Dacia^^ indomita Itali3» pads ignara Bar* 
gundia, inquieta Apulia^ cum maris Grseci, Adriatici et Tyrrh'eni iti- 
iulis pyraticis et inviiStisy .Csetly Cypro^ Sicilia^ cum Oceano conter-^ 
minis iiifulisy et regioiiibusy cruenta Hybemia^ cum agili Walliat pa- 
luftris Scotia* glacialis Norwegia fuam eledlam miHtiamTuo ve^lo 
Crucis deftinabuht, &c. (Matthew Paris, p. 498.). 

B E 4 an 



414 THE DECLINE AND TALL 

c H A B. an hord g£ fifteen ibpofinid familiefi into tfae 

tCTy.^ ^j|j3 ^£ iSberia; an4 his defceoidanta reigned 

at ToboUkoy above three tenturies^ till tbe 

Ruffian conqudl. The fphit of enterprife 

which purfued tbe courfe of the Oby ai^ 

Yenifei muft have led to the difcovery of the 

icy fea^ After brufbing away the monftrous 

fables^ of men with dogs heads and cloven 

feety we ihall find, that^^ fifteen years after 

the death of Zingis, th^ Moguls were informed 

of the name and manners of the Samoyedes 

in the neighbourhood of the polar circle, who 

dwelt in fubterraneous huts, and derived tbdr 

furs ^d their foQd fix>m the fole occupation of 

bunting '% 

Tke (hc^ While China, Syria, and Poland, were &• 

ZiDgis» yaded at the fstme time by the Moguls and Tar* 

A.D.i»a7 tarp, the authors of the mighty mifchief were 

*''*^^ content with the knowledge and declaration, that 

their word was the. fword of death. Like the 

firft caliph^, the firil fucceffors of Zingis. fi^dom 

appeared in perfon at the head of thedr victorious 

armies. On the banks of the Onon and Selibg^ 

tbe royal or gol4en hard exhibited the contrafi 

of fimplicity and greatnefs ; of the roafted fheep 

and mare's milk which compofed their banquets; 

and of a diftributioji in one day ofjfiye hundred 

waggons of gold and filver^ Tbe ambo^sdors 

and princes of Europe and Afia were conipclled 

Xo undertake this diflant and laborious pilgriflA* 

^ See Csr^B Telation in HacHuyti vol. i. p. 30. The pedjgrt* 
rf the khans of Siberia is given by Abulphazi (part vui. p* 495')* 
il^ve th^ RulEaiis found no Tarts^ Chronicles at Tpboliki ? 
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9ge $ and the life and reign of the great dukes of c u A p# 

Ruffi^a, the kings of Georgia and Armenia, the Jf^^ 

fultans of IcoBium, and the emirs of Perfia^ went 

decided by the frown or fmile of the great khan. 

The fons and grandfons of Zingis had been ae* 

cuftomed to the paftoral life ; but the village of 

Caracorum ^' was gradually ennobled by theif 

ele&ion and refidraee* A change of manners is 

implied in the removal of 06lai and Mangoa 

from a tent to an houfe ( and their example waa 

imitated by the princes d£ their family and the 

great officers of the empire. Inftead of the bounds 

lefs foreft^ the inclofure of a park afforded the 

more indolent pleafures of the chace; their new 

habitations were decorated with painting and 

fculpture i their fuperfluoiis treafures were caft 

in fountains, and bafons, and ftatues of tnafiy 

filver ; and the artifts of China and Paris vied 

with each other in the fervice of tiie great khan'\ 

Caracorum contained two ftreets. Hie one of Chi« 

Hefe merchants, the other of Mahometan traders; 

and the places of religious wor&tp, one Nefto^ 

ciari churchy two mofchs, and twelve temples oi 

various idob, may reprefent in fome degree the 

number and dtvifion of inhabitants. YetaFrencH 

<> The Map of D'AnvlUet and the Chinel^ ItuwariM (deOuJgnt^ 
torn. i. part u. p. 57.), feem to mark the pofition of Holin* or Can* 
lioram» about fix hundred miles to the north-weft of Teldn. The 
diftance between Selinghifcy and Pekin is aear aoop Ruffian- vedlii* 
between 1300 and 1400 EnglUh miles (Bell's Travels^ voLii. p.67«). 

^* Rubruquis found at Caracorum his countryman Gmllaume 
Boucher Qrfivre de Parish who had executed for the khan a filver 
tree» fupported by four lions^ and eje<5Ung four different liquors* ' 
Abu]jghazi (part Iv* p. 336.) mentions the pvnters of KItay or China. 

mii&onary 
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c n A'P. miffionary declares^ that the town of St. b^ys, 
■L^^^if '^^^^ I*^i*» ^^"^si mote cpnfidei^ble than the Tar- 
tar capital ; and that the whole palace of Man- 
gem was fcarcely equal to a tenth part of that 
Benedid;ine abbey. The conqueftis of Ruflia and 
Syria might amufe the vanity of the great khans; 
l^t they werefeated on the borders of China; 
the acqutfition of that empire was the neareft 
and moil interefting object; and they might 
learn from their ps^oral economy, that it id for 
the advantage of the fliepherd to prote^ and pro* 
•dbpt die pagate his ftock« I have already celebrated the 
China, wifdooi and virtue! of a Mandarin, who prevented 
A.D.X459 the deiblation of five populous and cultivated 
— »36«. provinces. In a fpotlefs adminiftration of thirty 
years, this friend of his country and of mankind 
continually laboured to mitigate, or fufpend, the 
havoc of war; to fave the monuments, and to 
rekindle the flame, of fcience ; to reilrain the 
military commanded by the reftdration of civil 
magiftrates ; and to inftill the love of peace and 
juftice into* the minds of the Moguls. He ftrug* 
gled with thebarbarifm of the firft conquerors; 
but his falutary lefibns produced a rich harveil 
in the fecond generation. The northern, and by 
degrees the fouthern, empire, acquiefced in the 
gDvernriient 6f Cublai, the lieutenant, and after- 
wards the fucceflbr, of Mangou ; and the nation 
was loyal to a prince who had been educated in 
the manners of China. He reftored the forms 
of her venerable conftitution ; and the vigors 
fubmitted to the laws, the falhions, and even the 

prejudices, 
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prejudices, of the vanquilhed people. This peace- chap. 
ful triumph, which has been more than once ^^^* 
repeated, may be afcribed, in a great meafure, 
to the numbers and fervitude of the Chinefe« 
The Mogul army was diflblved in a vail and 
populous country ; and their emperors adopted 
with pleafure a political fyftem, which gives to- 
the prince the folid fubftance of defpotifm, and 
leaves to the fubje6b the empty names of phi* 
lofophy, freedom, and filial obedience. Under 
the reign of Cublai, letters and commerce, 
peace and juftice, were reftored ; the great ca- 
nal, of five hundred miles, was opened from 
Nankin to the capital : he fixed his refidence 
at Pekin ; and difplayed in his court the mag- 
nificence of the greateil rapnarchrof Afia. Yet 
this learned prince declined from the pure and 
fimple religion of his great anceilor ; he facri- 
ficed to the idol Fo ; and his blind attachment 
to the lamas of Thibet and the bonzes of 
China ^^ provoked the cenfure of the difciples of 
Confucius. His* fuccefibrs polluted the palace 
with a crowd of eunuchs, phyficians, and aftro*^ 
logers, while thirteen millions of their fub- 
jefits were confumed in the provinces by fa* 
mine. One hundred and forty years afler the 
death of Zingis, his degenerate race, the dynafly 
of the Yuen, was expelled by a revolt of the 

'^ The attachment of the khans, and the hatred of the raandarinsi to 
the bonzes and lamas (Duhalde, Hift. de hi Chine, torn. i. p. 501, 503.) 
feems to reprefent them as the priefts of the fame god, of the Indian 
' F<h whole worihip prevails among the k£^ of Hindoftaq, Siam, Thibet^ 
China, and Japan. But this myflerious fubjeA is ftill loft in a cloud, 
which there&aithes of our Afiatic Society may gradually difpel; 

native 
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CHAP* native Chinefe ; and the Mogul emperors Weit 
Jf^atj loft in the oblivion of the deferU Before this re- 
Divifion of volution^ they had forfeited their fupremacy 
the Mogul Qy^y ^j^^ dependent branches of their houfe, 
A-D.12S9 th^ khai)s of Kiprak and Ruffia, the khans of 
^jsoo. Zagataiy or Tranfoxiana, and the khans of Iran 
or Perfia. By their diftance and power tbefe 
royal lieutenants had ibon been relei^ed from the 
duties of obedience ; ai|d after the death of 
Cublai^ they fcomed to accept a fceptre or a 
title Irom his unworthy fucceflbrs. According 
to their refpe£tiye fituation they maintained the 
^mplicity of the paftoral life, or afiumed the 
luii;ury of the cities of A$a ; but the princes and 
their hords were alike difpofed for the reception 
qI a fpreign worfliip. After fome hefitatioQ 
between the Gofpipl and the Koran, they con- 
finm^d to the religion of Mahomet ; and while 
tb^y adc^ted for their brethren the Arabs and 
Perfians, they rehouoced all intercourfe with th9 
ancient Mo^s, the idolaters of Chi^a. 
Kfcape of In this fhipwreck of natioes, fome furprife may 
^J^^" be excited by the efcape of the Roman empire, 
the Greek whofe relics, .at the tuiote of the Mogul invafion, 
h^^^tt ^^® difmembered by the Gredis and Latins. 
Moguls, Left potent than Alexander, they were prefled, 
A.D.xa4o like the Macedonian, both in £urope and 
■^'^^^ Afia, by the Ibepherda of Scythiaj and had 
the Tartars undertaken the liege, Conftanti* 
nople mud have yielded to the fate of Pekin, 
Samarcand, and Bagdad. The glorious and 
-voluntary retreat of Batou from the Danube 
was inf^lted by the vain triumph of the Franks 

and 
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And Greeks ^^ ) tod in a fecond expedition deatk 6ka.». 
I furprifed him in fall march to attack ihe capital ^^^ 
,1 of the Csefara. His brother Borga carried the 

Tartar arms into Bulgaria and Thrace ; but he 

1 Was diverted firom the Byzantine war by a vifit 
to Novogorod, ip the fifty-fevettth degree of lati* 

f tude^ where he numbered the inhabitants and 
^ regulated the tributea of Buflia. The Mogul 

2 khan formed an alliance with the MamalukeS 
againft his brethren of Per6at three hundred 
thou&nd horfe penetrated through the gates d* 
Perbend ; aUd the Greeks might rejoice in the 
fiirft example of domeftic war. After the rec^ 
very of Conftantinople, Michael Palaeologus ''5 
at a difiance from his court and army, was furi^ 
prifed smd furrounded, in a Thracian caftle, by 
twenty thoufand Tartars. But the object of their 
titarch was a private intereft $ they came to the 
deliverance of Azadin, the Turkiih fultan ; and 
wer^ content with his perfon and the treafnre of 
the Emperon Their general Noga, whofe name 
is perpetuated in the hords of Aftracan, raifed a 
formidable rebellion againft Mengo Timour, the 
third of the khans of Kiepzak j obtained in mar^ 
riage Maria the natural daughter of Palaeolc^us ) 
aitd guatded the dominions of his friend and 
ftther« The fubfequent invafions of a Scythian 

^ Some repulfe of tlie Mo^Is in Hungary (Matthew Paris^ p*545f 
546.) might propagate aod colour the report <^ the union and vidlory 
tf the kmgs of the Franks on the confines of Bulgaria. Abulphara* 
Shis (Oynaa. p. 3Zo*> after forty yean beyond the Tlgn§, might he 
cafily deceived. 

^^ See Pachymer, 1. ill. c 2$. and 1. ix« c. 269 a^«: and the faUe 
alariai al IRctf L '£• c 37. Ncephoroi Gregoras, L W. c. 6. 

caft 
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CHAP* <jift' were thofe of outlaws atid fugitives; and 
ibme thoaiands of Alani and Comans, who bad 
been driven from their native feats, were re- 
claimed from a vagrant life, and inlifted in the 
fervice of the empire. Such was the influence 
in Europe of the invafion of the Moguls. The 
firil terror of their arms fecured, rather than 
difturbed, the peace of the Roman Afia. The 
fultan of Iconium folicited a perfonal interview 
with John Vatacea; and his artful policy en- 
couraged the Turks to defend their barrier 
againft the common enemy ^^ That barrier 
indeed was foon overthrown ; and the fervitude 
and ruin of the Seljukians expofed the naked- 
irels of the Greeks. The formidable Hohgoa 
threatened to march to Conftantinople attbe 
head of four hundred thou&nd men; and the 
grdundlefs panic pf the citizen^ of Nice will 
prefent an image of the terror which hehadin- 
Ipired. The accident of a proceffion, and the 
found of a doleful litany, " From the furydf 
" the Tartars, good Lord, deliver us,** had fcat- 
tered the haily report of an afiault and maflacre. 
In the blind credulity of fear, the ftreets of 
Nice were crowded with thoufands of bothfexes, 
who knew not from what or to whom they fled} 
and fome hours elapfed before the firmnefs of 
the military officers could relieve the city from 
this imaginary foe. But the ambition of Ho- 
lagou and his fucceflTors was fortunately diverted 
by the conquefl of Bagdad, and a long viciffi- 

^^ G. Acropolltaiy p. 369 37. Nic* Gitg. Lii. c.6. Lit. &5' 

tude 
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^ tude df Syrian wars: their hoftiiityto theJSfb^ CitAP; 
P lems inclined them to unite with the Greeks and , ^^^" , 
,. Franks V ; and their generofity or contempt had 

offered the kingdom of Anatolia as the reward, 
■ of an Armenian vaflaL The fragments of the 

Seljukian monarchy were difputed by the emirs 

who had occupied the cities or the mountains ; 

but they all. confefled the fupremacy of- the 
[^ khans of Perfia ; and he often Jnterpofed his 
*^ authority, and fome times his arms, to check 

their depredations, and to prefervie the peace 
[ and balance of his Turkilh frontier. The death Decline of 
' of Cazan^', one of the greateft and mod accdm-^ S^^rf^ 

pliflied princes of the houie of Zingis, removed PeHia, 
. this &lutary controul; and the decline of the ^d. 13041 

Moguls gave a free fcope to the rife and pro-^ ^^'' 
' grefc of the Ottoman empire ^^ 
^ After the retreat of Zingis, the fultan Gela-^Ori^of 

' leddin of Carizme had returned from India to *^^^^«*- 

the pofleffion and defence of; his Perfian king- aj>.i24<h 
^ doms. In the fpace of eleven years, that hero ^^' 

fought in perfon fourteen battles } and fuch 

i 

t ^^ Abulpharagiusy who wrote in the ye^r 12849 declares, ths^ thq^ 

. Moguls^ fince the fabulous defeat of Batouy dad not attacked either the 

Franks or Gredcs ; and of this he is a competent witnefs. liaytony 
!^ Ukewikf the Armeniac prince^ celebrates their friendihip for himielC 

and his nation. 

^'^ Pachymer gives a fplendid character of Cazan Khan^ the rival of 
i Cyrus and Alexander (l.xii. c. X.). In the condufion of his hi^ory 

(L xiii. c. ^6.)f he /bopes much from the arrival of 309000 Tochars or . 

Tartars, who were ordered by the fucceflbr of Cazan to reftrain the * 

Tuiks of Bithynia, A. D. 1308. 

, ^ The origin nf the Ottoman dynafty is illufirated by the critical 

learning of M. M. de Guignes (Hiit des Huns, torn. iv. p. 399—337.) 

and D'Anville (Empire Turc. p. 14 — 2ia.> two inhabitants of Parii» 

from whom the Orientals may learn the hifiory and geography of their 

«wn country. 

was • 
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« H AP« ^1^ T^i^ ndUvfty, thai; he Jed his cavalry in feM^ 
^•^^^* teen days from Teflis to Kerman^ a march d t 
thoufand miles* Yet be was opprefled by tbc 
jealouiy of the Moflem prinees^ and the innu« 
merable annies of the Moguls ; and after his laft 
defeat^ Gelaleddin periflied ignoldy in the 
mountains of Curdiftan. His death difiblved a 
veteran and adventurous army^ which induded 
under the taame of Cariaihians or Coraihuas many 
Turkman hords, liiat had attached thonfelves 
to the fiiltan^s iortune. The bolder aAd mm 
powerful chiefi invaded Syria, and violated 
theholyfepnkhreof Jerufalem: doe more huifi' 
ble engaged m the &rvice of Aladin, fultan of 
Iconium ) and attboAg tbe& were the obfcurd 
fittbefs of the Ottoman line* They had fotmerlf 
))itcKed their tents near the fouthem banks of 
the Oxus, in the plains of Mahan and Neia; 
and it is fomewhut remarkable that the lame 
fyat fliould have produced the firft autiiors of 
the Partliian and Turkifli empires. At the head, 
or in the rear, of a Karifmian army, Soliman Sbah 
Ivas drowned in the pafTage of the Euphrates: 
bis fon Orthognd became the fbMier and fiibjeS 
. of Aladin, and eftabliihed at Surgut» on tbe 
banks of the Sangar, a camp of fe^ur httud^ 
families or tents whom he governed fifly^two 
keitiiof yeers beth in peace and war. He vM the 
othman, father 6f Thaman, or Athman, whof6 Turkift 
tlMa6?^ name has been melted into the appeilatieii eithe 
CaKph Othman j atid if we defcribe that paftoral 
ohief as a fliepherd and a robber, we mnft fep 
nte fiWfi tlMb eharaaers all idea of i| 
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and bafenefs. Othmari poffeffed, and perhaps chap. 

ibrpaffed, the ordinary virtues of a foldier ; an4 J^l'^ 

the circumflances of time and place were propi- 

,tious to his independence and fuccefs. The Sel- 

jukian dynafty was no more j and the diftanc^ 

and decline of the Mogul khans foon enfranchifed 

i him from the control of a fuperior. He was 

t fituate on the verge of the Greek empire : the 

s; Koran faii6tified his gazi, or holy war, againft the 

t infidels ; and their political errors unlocked the 

i paiTes of Mount Olympus, and invited him to 

1; defcend into the plains of Bithynia. Till the 

]f{ reign of Palaeologus, thefe pafles had been vigi- 

j^ lantly guarded by the militia of the country, who 

5 were repaid by their own fafety and an exemption 

:, from taxes. The Emperor abolifhed their privi- 

^ lege and affum^ed their office ; but the tribute 

jj was rigoroufly colle6led, the cuftody of the paffes 

j, was negle6ted, and the hardy mountaineers dege- 

^ perated into a trembling crowd of peafants ^^ith- 

i out Ipirit or difcipline. It was on the twenty- 

^ feventh of July, in the year twelve hundred and 

;. ninety-nine of the Chriftian aera, that Othman 

firft invaded the territory of Nicomedia ^ ; and 

the fingular accuracy of the date feemsto difclofS* 

fome forefight of the rapid and deftru6live growtli 

of the monfter. The annals of the twenty-feven 

years of his reign would^^ xhibit a repetition of 

the fame inroads ; and his hereditary troops were 

' ^ See Pachymery 1.x. 0.45, a6. 1. xuL c. 3.3, 34. 36. ; and con- 

,• ceming the guard of the mountains, 1. i, c; 3—6. ; Nicephorus 

Gregoras, 1. viL c. i* and the ift book of Laonicus Chalcondyles, the 
')■ Athenian. . ^ 

t VOL. XI. F F multiplied 



iw.;. 



434 



THE DECLINE AND FALL 



CHAP, multiplied in each campaign by the acceffion of 
^' captives and volunteers. Inftead of retreating to 
the hills, he maintained the mod ufeful and de* 
fenfible pofts ; fortified the towns and caftles 
which he had firft pillaged ; and renounced the 
paftoral life for the baths and palaces of his infant 
capitals. But it was not till Othman was op- 
preffed by age and infirmities, that he received 
the welcome news of the conqueft of Prufa, which 
had been furrendered by famine or treachery to 
the arms of his fon Orchan. The glory of Oth- 
man is chiefly founded on that of his defcendants; 
but the Turks have tranfcribed or compofed a 
royal teftament of his laft counfels of juftice and 
moderation *'. 

From the conqueft of Prula, we may dateffie 
true aera of the Ottoman empire. The lives and 
pofleffionsof theChriftian fubje€tswere redeemed 



RagDof 
Orduuiy 



writen< 



4* I am Ignorant whether the Turks have any writer^ older tbfl 
Mahomet II., nor can I reach beyond a meagre chronicle (Annaies Tbr- 
dci ad Annum 1550)9 tranflated by John Gaudier^ and publiibeti ^ 
Leunclavius (ad calcem Laonic. Chalcond. p* 3x1— -350.)^ witlico' 
pUnu pandedby or commentaries. The Hifiory of the Orowth and 
Decay (A. D. 1300 — 1683) of the Othman enipire> was traaflatnl 
into Englifh from the Latin MS. of Demetrius Cantemir, prince of 
Moldavia (London^ 17349 in folio). The author is guflty of finogi 
Uunders in Oriental WBtoey ; but he was converfimt with tiie lafl* 
guage» the annals, and infiitutions of the Turks. Cantemir putly 
draws his materials from the Synopfis d£ Saadi £i!endi of Lariflsi ^ 
dicated in the year 1696 to fultan MuAaphai and a valuable abvig" 
ment of the original hifiorians* In one of the Ramblers, Dr. Johnwo 
praifes Knolles (a General Hiftory of the Tints to the prefent yetf) 
London, 1603) as the firft of hiftorians, unhappy only in the choke d 
his fidjedU Yet I much doubt whether a pa^ and verbo& caa^ 
piUtion firom Latin writers, thirteen hundred fdio pages ef fpeeckt 
and battle^ can either inftrudl dr amnfe an enlightened aga» wiiich » 
^pures from the hiftorian fome tindbire of philo&phy au^d critidfin' 

by 
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by a tribute or ranfom of thirty thoufand crowns CHAP. 
of gold ; and the city, by the labours of Orchan, , Tr * ^ 
aflumed the afpe6t of a Mahometan capital; Prufa a.d. 1326 
was decorated with a motch, a college, and an —'360. 
hofpital of royal foundation ; the Seljukian coin 
was changed for the name and iiiipreffion of the 
new dynafty : and the moft Ikilful profeflbrs, of 
human and divine knowledge, attra6ledthe Per- 
lian and Arabian iludetits from the ancient 
fchools of Oriental learning. The office of vizir 
was inftituted for Aladin, the brother of Orchan ; 
and a different habit diflinguifhed the citizens 
from the peafants, the MoHems from the infidels. 
All the troops of Othman had confifled of loofe 
Iquadrons of Turkman cavalry ; who ferved with- 
out pay and fought without difcipline : but a 
regular body of infantry was firfl eftablifhed and 
trained by the prudence of his fon. A great* 
number of volunteers was enrolled with a fmall 
ftipend, but with the permiffion of living at home, 
unlefs they were fummoned to the field : their 
rude manners, and feditious temper, difpofed Or- 
chan to educate his yoUng captives as his foldiers 
arid thofe of the prophet ; but the Turkifh pea- 
fants were ftill allowed to mount on horfeback, 
and follow his ftandard, with the appellation 
and the hopes of freebooters. By thefe arts he 
formed an army of twenty-five thoufand Mof- 
lems : a train of battering engines was framed 
for the ufe of fieges j and the firfl fuccefsful ex- 
periment was made on the cities of Nice and Hiscon- 
Nicomedia. Orchan granted a fafe-condu<a to ^^^ °^^ 
all who were defirous of departing with their a.d. 1324 
F F 2 families ~'539* 
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CHAP, families and efFe£ts ; but the widows of the flail 
LXiv. were given in marriage to the conquerors ; and 
' the facrilegious plunder, the books, the vafes, 
and the images, were fold or ranfomed atConftan- 
tinople. The Emperor Andronicus the younger 
was vanquifhed and wounded by the fon of Otb- 
man *= : he fubdued the whole province or king- 
dom of Bithynia, as far as the fbores of the Bof- 
phorus and Hellefpont ; and the Chriftians con- 
fefled the juftice and clemency of a reign, which 
claimed the voluntary attachment of the Turks 
of Afia. Yet Orchan was content with the mo- 
deft title of emir ; and in the lift of his com- 
Divifionof peers, the princes of Roum or Anatolia ^^ bis 
Anatoiu^ military forces were furpafled by the emirs of 
Turkiih Ghcrmiari and Caramania, each of whom could 
•°^j_ bring into the field an army of forty thoufend 
»3oo, &c. men. Their dominions were fituate in the heart 
of the Seljukian kingdom : but the holy warriors, 
though of inferior note, who formed new princi- 
palities on the Greek empire, are more confpi^ 
, cuous in the light of hiftory. The maritime 
country from the Propontis to the Maeander and 
the ifle of Rhodes, fo long threatened and fo 
often pillaged, was finally loft about the thirtieth 

<' Cantacuzeney though he relates the battle and heroic flight of the 
younger Andronicus (1. ii. c. 6, 7, 8.), diflembles by his (ile&ce thelofi 
of Prufa, Nice, and Nicomedia, which are fairly confeffed by Nice- 
phonis Gregoras(l. viii. 15. ix. 9» 13. xi. 6.). It appean that Nice 
was taken by Orchan in 13309 and Nlcomedia in 1339, which are 
ibmewhat different from the Turkiih dates* 

"* The partition of the Turkiih emirs is extra^ed from two ofr 
temporaries, the Greek Nicephorus Gregoras (l.vii, i.) and the Arabian 
Maikefchi (de Guignes, torn. ii. P. ii, p.76, 77 ). Sec likewife the 
iirft book pf Laonicus Chakondyles. 

year 



OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. ^^y 

year of Andronicus the elder**. Two Turkifti chap. 
chieflans, Sarukhan and Aidin, left their names L^^v. 
to their conqueils, and their conquefts to their ^""^^^^"^^^ , 
pofterity. The captivity or ruin of the^^w LofsoftBe 
churches of Afia was confummated ; and the bar- yincet^"^ 
barous lords of Ionia and Lydia dill trample on A.D. 
the monuments of claffic and Chriftian antiquity. '^'*' *^ 
In the lofsof Ephefus, theChriftians deplored the 
fall of the firil angel, the extin6tion of the firft 
^ candleftick, of the Revelations *^ : the defolation 

is complete ; and the temple of Diana, or the 
church of Mary, will equally elude the fearch of 
'^ the curious traveller. The circus and three ilately 

^ theatres of Laodicea are now peopled with wolves 

r and foxes ; Sardes is reduced to a miferable \iU 

^ lage ) the god of Mahomet, without a rival or 

a fon, is invoked in the mofchs of Thyatira and 

I: Pergamus ; and the populoufnefs of Smyrna is 

1: fupported by the foreign trade of the Franks and 

;: Armenians. Philadelphia alone has been faved 

r by prophecy, or courage. At a diftance from the 

fea, forgotten by the emperors, encompafled on 
all fides by the Turks, her valiant citizens de- 
fended their religion and freedom above four^ 
fcore years ; and at length capitulated with the 
: jproudeft of the Ottomans. Among the Greek 

^ Pachymery Lzlii. c. 13. 

^^ See the Travels of Wheeler and Spon, of Pococke and Chandler^ 
and more particularly Smith's Survey of Seven Churches of Aiia^ p. 205 
-—276. The more pious antiquaries labour to reconcile the promifes 
and threats of the author of the Revelations with the prefmt ftate of 
the feven cities. Perhaps it would be more prudent to confine his pre- 
dictions to the charaAers and events of hi» own times. 

F F t coloniesi 
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CHAP, colonies and churches of Afia, Philadelphia is 
* ^^*_. ^^'^ ere&^ ; a column in a fcene of ruins ; a pleaf- 
ing example, that the paths of honour and fafety 
kiS^hts of ^^y fometimes he the fame. The fervitude of 
Rhodes, Rhodes was delayed about two centuries by the 
JJ-'^^^lf^eftablittiment of the knights of St. John of Jeru- 
A.D.I513, falem ^ : under the difcipline of the order, that 
Jam I. ifland ecperged into famine and opulence ; the 
noble and warlike Monks were renowned by land 
and fea ; and the bulwark of Chriftendom pro- 
voked, and repelled^ the arms of the Turks and 
Saracens. 
Firftpaf. The Greeks, by their inteftine divifions, were 
Turi^into ^^ authors of their final ruin. During the civil 
Europe, -wars of the elder and younger Andronicus, the 
A.D.i34i^^j^ of Othman atchieved, almofl without xefift- 
ante^ the conqued of Bitbynia ; and the fame 
diforders encouraged the Turkifii emirs of Lydia 
and Ionia to build a fleet, and to pillage the ad- 
jacent iflands and the fea-coaft of Europe. In 
the defence of his life and honour, Cantacuzene 
was tempted to prevent, or imitate^ his adverfk- 
.ries ; by calling to his aid the public enemies of 
.his religion and countiy. Amir, the fon of Ai- 
din, concealed under a Turkifli garb the huma- 
nity and politeneis of a Greek ; he was united 
with the great domeftit by mutual efteem and 
reciprocal fervices ; and their friendihip is com- 
pared, in the vain rhetoric of the times, to the 

^^ Confult the ivth book of the Hiftoire de VOnlre de Mikhe, par 
vfAbbe de Vertot. That pleafiog writer betrays his ignorancei in 
fuppofing that Othman^ a &ee-booter of the Bidiyiuaa hiUs* could 
beiiege Rhodes by fea and land. 

perfedl 
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perfea union of Oreftes and Pylades ^\ On the c h a y. 
report of the danger of his friend, who was per- .^^^'^ 
fecuted by an ungrateful court, the prince of 
Ionia aflembled at Smyrna a fleet of three hun- 
dred veflels, with an army of twenty-ninethoufand 
men; failed in the depth of winter, and call an- 
chor at the mouth of the Hebrus. From thence, 
with a chofen band of two thoufand Turks, he ' 
inarched along the banks of the river, and refcued 
the Emprefs, who was befieged in Demotica by 
the wild Bulgarians. At that difaftrous moment, 
the life or death of his beloved Cantacuzene was 
concealed by his flight into Servia : but the grate- 
ful Irene, imp§|;ient to behold her deliverer, in- 
vited him to enter the city, and accompanied her 
xneflag? with a prefent of rich apparel, and an 
hundred horfes. By a peculiar ftrain of delicacy, 
the gentle Barbarian refufed, in the abfence of an 
unfortunate friend, to vlfit his wife, or to tail^ 
the luxuries of the palace ; fuftained in his tent 
the rigour of the winter ; and rejefted the hoipi- 
table gift, that he might Ihare the hardfliips of 
two thouland companions, all as deferving as 
himfelf of that honour of diflindiion. Neceffity 
and revenge might juflify his prasdatory excur* 
lions by fea and land : he left nine thoufand five 
hundred men for the guard of his fleet ; and 

^7 Nicephonis Gregoras lias expatiated with pleafure 00 this ami* 
able charadler (L xii. 7. xiii. 4. lo. xiv. x. 9. xvL 6.). Cantacuzene 
4>eak8 with honour and efteem of his ally (Liii. c. 56} 57* 631 64. 
66) 679 68. 86. 89. 959 96.); but he feems ignonmt of his own fenti- 
mental pafiion for the Turk> and indiredUy 4fnic« the poOIbility of 
iTifch unnatural friendfliip (I* '^^* c. 4o.}. 

F F 4 per- 
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CHAP, perfeveredin thefruitlefsfearchofCantacuzene^ 
^^' till his embarkation was haftened by a fi6litious 
letter, the feverity of the feafon, the clamours of 
his independent troops, and the weight of his 
f^oil and captives. In the profecution of the civil 
war, the Prince of Ionia twice returned to Eu- 
rope; joined his arms with thofeof the Emperor; 
befieged Theffalonica, and threatened Conftan- 
tinople. Calumny might affix fome reproach on 
his impcrfedl aid, his hafty departure, and a bribe 
of ten thoufand crowns, which he accepted from 
the Byzantine court; but his friend was fatisfied ; 
and the conduct of Amir is excufed by the more 
facred duty of defending againft the Latins his 
hereditiiry dominions. The maritime power of 
the Turks had united the Pope, the King of Cy- 
prus, the Republic of Venice, and the Order of 
St. John, in a laudable crufade ; their gallies in- 
vaded the coafl of Ionia ; and Amir was llain 
with an arrow, in the attempt to wreft from the 
Rhodiah knights the citadel of Smyrna **. Be- 
fore his death, he generoufly recommended an- 
other ally of his own nation ; not more fincere 
or zealous than himfelf, but more able to afford 
a prompt and powerful fuccour, by his fituation 
along the Propontis and in the front of Conflan- 
Marriage tinoplc. By the proQ)e6l of a more advantageous 
^th^a ^ treaty, the Turkifh prince of Bithynia was de- 
Greek tached from bis engagements with Anne of Sa- 
jrmcefs, ^^^ . ^^^ ^j^^ p^-^^ ^£ Orchau dictated the mofl 

*• After the coiiqueft of Smyrna by the Latins, the defence of this 
fortrefs was impofed by Pope Gregory XL on the Knights of Rhodes 
OeiVcrtot, I.v.> 

1 6 folemn 
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foletnn proteftations, that if he could obtain the CHAP, 
daughter of Cantacuzene, he would invariably . - -*_f 
fulfil the duties of a fubje6t and a fon. Parental AJ>.ij46. 
tendernefs was filenced by the voice of ambition ; 
the Greek clergy connived at the marriage of a 
Chriftian princefs with a fefilary of Mahomet ; 
and the father of Theodore defcribes, with Iham^ 
ful fatisfa6lion, the diflionour of the purple *'. A 
body of Turkilh cavalry attended the ambafla- 
dors, who difembarked from thirty veffels before 
his camp of Selybria. A ftately pavilion was 
ere6led in which the Emprefs Irene pafled the 
night with her daughters. In the morning, r 
Theodora afcended a throne, which was fur- 
rounded with curtains of filk and gold; the 
troops were under arms ; but the Emperor alone 
was on horfeback. At a fignal the curtains were 
fuddenly withdrawn, to difclofe the bride, or the 
vifilim, encircled by kneeling eunuchs and hy- 
menaeal torches : the found of flutes anxl trum- 
pets proclaimed the joyful event ; and her pre- 
tended happinefs was the theme of the nuptial 
fong, which was chaunted by fuch poets as the 
age could produce. Without the rites of the 
church, Theodora was delivered to her barbarous 
lord ; but it had been ftipulated, that flie fhould 
preferve her religion in the haram of Burfa j and 

^^ See Cantacuzene^ I. iii. c 95. Nicephorus GregoraSf wtiOy he 
the light of Mount Thabor* brands the Emperor widi the names of 
tyrant and Heroc^ excufes, rather than blames* this Turkiih mar- 
riage* and alleges the paffion and p0¥rer of Ordian* tyyvrctr^ tua 
*»» hnetfAu rui xar* avrov ti^n Uipcruui^ (Turkijk) vrt^fw Zctrfavaf 
(1. XV. 5.). He afterwards celebrates his kingdom and armies. See 
his reign in Cantemiry p. 24—30. 

her 
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QjfiAP. her father celebrates her charity and devotion in 
r^^f^Lf *^'"^ ambiguous fituation. After his peaceful 
eftablifliment on the throne of Conilantinople, 
the Greek Emperor vifited his Turkilh ally, who 
with four fons, by varioijs wives, expected him 
at Scutari, on the Afiatic fhpre. The two princes 
partook, with feeming cordiality, of the pleafures 
of the banquet and the chace \ and Theodora 
was permitted to repafs the Bofphorus, and to 
enjoy forae days in the fociety of her mother. 
But the friendfliip of Orcban was fubfervient to 
his religion and interell ; and in the Genoefe war 
he joined without a blulh.the enemies of Canta- 
cuzene. 
Eftabii^ In the treaty with the Emprefs Anne, the Ot- 
the Ot^o- toman prince had inferted a Angular condition, 
n^ns '^ that it Ihould be lawful for him to fell his pri- 
AJJ^lsi^ ^^^^^^ ^^ Conilantinople, or tranfport them into 
Afia. A naked crowd of Chriftians of both fexes 
ah4 every age, of priefts and monks, of ma- 
trons and virgins, was expofed in the public 
market : the whip was frequently ufed to quicken 
the charity of redemption j and the indigent 
Greeks deplored the fate of their brethren, who 
were led away to the word evil$ of temporal and 
§)iritual bondage ^°. Cantacuzene was reduced 
to fubfcribe the fame terms ; and their execution 
mull have been Hill more pernicious to the em- 
pire : a body of ten thoufand Turks had been 
detached to the afliftance of the Emprels Anne ; 

^f The moft lively and conpiie pidhire of this cs^ptivityy may bt 
fomid in the hifioiy of Ducas (c. S.)» who fairly defaAet what Caar 
tacuzene confefles with a guilty bluib I 

but 
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-but the entire forces of Orchan were exerted in chap. 

the fervice of his father. Yet thefe calamities , ^^ 
11 were of a tranlient nature ; as foon as the ftorm 

7 had paijTed away, the fugitives might return to 

T their habitations ; and at the concluiion of the 

'^\ civil and foreign wars,, Europe was completely 

evacuated by the Modems of Ada. It was in 
; his laft quarrel with his pupil that Cantacuzene 

inflifited the deep and deadly wound, which could 
""' never be healed by his fucceffors, and which is 

poorly expiated by his theological dialogues 

againft the prophet Mahomet. Ignorant of their 

own hiftory, the modern Turks confound their 

^'-"^ firft and their final paflage of the Hellefpout **, 

^ and defcribe the fon of Orchan as a nocturnal 

5'^ robber, who, with eighty companions, explores 

by ftratagem an hoftile and unknown fliore. So- 
i^ liman, at the head of ten thoufand horle, was 

1^' tranfported in the veffels, and entertained as the 

i- friend, of the Greek emperor. In the civil wars 

of Romania, he performed fome fervice, and per. 

petrated more mifchief; but the Cherfonefus was 
p infenfibly filled with a Turkifli colony : and the 

^ Byzantine court folicited in vain the reftitution 

I of the fortreffes of Thrace. After fome artful 

% delays between the Ottoman prince and his fon, 

i their ranfom was valued at fixty thoufand crowns, 

:^ and the firA payment had been made, when an 

^ '■ In this paflage^ and the firft conquefts in Europe^ Caatemiif 

(p. 7,^9 &c.) gives a miCbrable idea of his Turkifli ^[uides: nor am I 

1 iniich ^)etter latisfied with Chalcondyles (1. i. p. ii, &c.). They for- 

get to confult the moA authentic record> the ivth book of Canta- 
euzene. I likewife regret the laft booksy which are fiill qaanufcript} 
ef Nicephorus Gregoras. 

earth- 
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CHAP, earthquake (hook the walls and cities of the pro- 

LXiv. vinces ; the difmaotled places were occupied by 

""""^ "^ the Turks ; and Gallipoli, the key of the Hellef- 

pont» was rebuilt and repeopled by the policy of 

Soliman. The abdication of Cantacuzene dif- 

folved the feeble bands of domeftic alliance ; and 

his lad advice admonilhed his countrymen to 

decline a rafli conteil, and to compare their own 

weaknefs with the numbers and valour^ the dif- 

cipline and enthufiafm, of the Moflems. His 

prudent counfels were deQ)ifed by the headftrong 

vanity of youth, and foon juftified by the vi6lo- 

iVttkcf ^^^^ ^^ ^^^ Ottomans. But as he praftifed in 

Orcfain the field the exercife of the jerid^ Soliman was 

^^. ^Hed by a fall from his horfe ; and the aged 

mao. Orchan wept and expired on the tomb of his 

valiant fon« 
The reign But the Greeks had not time to rejofce in the 
•ndEuro. j^^^^j^ of their enemies ; and the Turkilh fcyme- 

petin con* ' •' 

quefts of tar was wielded with the fame ipirit by Anaurath 

a!d!?*6o *® ^^^^' ^^^ ^^^ of Orchan, and the brother of 
— 13S9. Soliman. By the pale and fainting light of the 
*py Byzantine annals ^% we can difcern, that he fub- 
dued without refiftance the whole province of 
Romania or Thrace, from the Hellelpont to 
Mount Haemus, and the verge of the capital ; and 
that Adrianople was chofen for the royal feat of 
his government and religion in Europe. Con- 
ftantinople, whofe decline is almoU coeval with 

** After the conclufion of Cantacuzene and Cregorasi there fcSkmt 
a dark interval of an hundred yean. Geoige FhraBza> Michael 
Ducasy and Laonicus Chalcondyles^ all three wrote after the taking 
of Conftantinopldk 

her 
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her foundation, had often, in the lapfe of a c h a p. 
thoufand years, been aflaulted by the Barbarians ,^ ^^ 
of the Eaft and Weft ; but never till this fatal 
hour bad the Greeks been fufrounded, both in 
Afia and Europe, by the arms of the fame 
hoflile monarchy. Yet the prudence or gene^ 
rofity of Amurath poftponed for a while this eaiy 
conqueft ; and his pride was fatisfied with the. 
frequent and humble attendance of the Em- 
peror John Palaeologus and his fourfohs, who 
followed at his fummons the court and camp 
of the Ottoman prince. He marched againft 
the Sclavonian nations between the Danube and 
the Adriatic, the Bulgarians, Servians, Bof- 
nians, and Albanians : and thefe warlike tribes, 
who had fo often infulted the majefty of the 
empire, were repeatedly broken by his deftruc- 
tive inroads. Their countries did not abound 
either in gold or iilver ; nor were their ruftic 
hamlets and town(hips enriched by commerce, 
or decorated by the arts of luxury. But the 
native* of the foil have been diftinguilhed in 
every age by their hardineis of mind and 
body ; and they were converted by a prudent 
inftitution into the firmed and mod faithful fup« 
porters of the Ottoman greatnefs ". The vizir 
of Amurah^remindedhisfovereign, that, accord- 
ing to the Mahometan law, he was entitled to 
a fifth part of the fpoil and captives; and th^t 
the duty might eafily be levied, if vigilant offi^ 
cers were ftationed at Gallipoli, to watch the 

^' See CaotttmiTy p. 17^-^4I« with liis 9vm krge and ciirioat ia« 
ii«tatioi|i. 

paflage. 
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c H A P. p^g^9 ttnd to felefib for his Mfk the ftoUteft 
. i-xiy. and moft beawtifur of the Chriftian ydUth. The 
advice was followed ; the tiiSt was proclaimed ; 
many thoofands of the European captives were 
educated in religion and arms; an^d the new 
militia was coniecratfedand fiamed by a celebrated 
dervilh. Standing in the front of their ranks, 
he ftretched the fleeve of his gown over the head 
of the foremoft foldier^ and his Ueffing was 

The Jani- delivered in theft words : " Let them be called 
** Janizaries (Fewg-fcAm, or new foldiers); may 
**^ their countenance be ever bright ! their hand 
** vi6torious! their fword keen ! may their ipear 
** always hang over the heads of their enetaiesT 
** and Wherefoever they go, may they return with 
" a white face *V" Such was the origin 6f thefe 
haughty troops, the tfertor of th6 Aatioffs^ and 
fometimes of the futtans theittlfelves. Their va- 
lour has declined, theii? dilciplirie is relaxed, and 
their tumultuary array is incapable of contend- 
ing with the ord6r and Weapons of modern tac- 
tics ; but it the tinVe of their inftitutibn^, they 
pofieffed a decifive fuperiority in War ; fince a 
regular body of itifantry, in cottftant exercife and 
pay, was not maintaitied by any of the pritices of 
Chriftendom. Th^ Janizaries ibughtWith the 
zeal of profelyt6s agai*fli their iSdhtf&Us coun- 
trymen ; and ill the battle of Goflbva^ the league 
and itld^pendence of the SelaVdhian tribes was 
finally crulhed. As the c6hqaeror Walked over 

'^ fFhife and biacA face are common an4 proverbial expreffions of 
pnife and ret>roacb id the Tonklih Ungnage. Hie nigfr €0, iiluic tu 
Ronune caveto> was likewife a Latin lentence. 

12 the 
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the field, he obferved that the gr^ateft part of G H A P, 
the flain corififted of beardleft youths ; and lift* ^^X^^ 
ened to the fluttering repfy of his vizir, that 
age and wifdom would have taught therh not to 
oppofe his irrefiftible arms. But the fword of 
his Janizaries could not defeftd hirtt from the 
dagger of delpair; a Servian foldier ftarted 
from the crowd of dead bodies, and Amurath 
was pierced in the belly with a mortal wound. 
The gnindlbn of Othmati Was mild in his ten^per, 
modeil in his apparel, and a lover of learhing 
and virtue : but the Moflems were fcandalifed 
at his abfence from public worfhip ; and he was 
corre6led by the flrihnefs of the mufti, who 
dared to reje6l his teftimony in a civil ctofe j a 
mixture of fervitude and freedom not unfreqlietit? 
in Oriental hiftory ". 

The character of Bajazet, the fon and fucceflbr Thereiga.. 
of Amurath, is ftrongly exprefled in his fiirnamef ^j^^"**^ 
of Ilderimj or the lighttiing ; and he might glory aJ3. 1389 
in an epithet,, which was drawit from the fiery ""^^^» 
energy of his foul and the rapidity of his defi:fuc- ^' 

tive march. In the fourteen years of his reign *% 
he incefiantly moved at the head of his arniies, 

from 

^^ See the Life and Death of Morad or Amurath I. in Cantemir 
(p. 33 — ^45.)» the ill book of Chalcondylesy and the Annates Turcici 
oS Leunclavius. According to another ftory> the fultan was ftabbed 
by a Croat in his tent ; and this accident was alledged to Bufbequius 
(Epift. i. p. 98.) as an excufe for the unworthy precaution of pinioning^ 
as itwerey between two attendants^ an ambaflador's armS) when he is 
introduced to the royal prefence. 

'^ The reign of Bstjazet I, or Uderim Bayazid» is contained in Cah- 
temir (p. 46.)» the iid book of Chalcondyles, and the Annales Turcici. 
The furoame of Ilderimj or lightening) is an example, that the con- ' 

querors 
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CHAP, from Bourfa to Adrianople, from the Danube 
^J* ^^ . to the Euphrates ; and though he ftrenuoufly 
laboured for the propagation of the law, he 
invaded, ivith partial ambition, the Chriftian 
and Mahometan princes of Europe and Afia. 
Hit con- From Angora to Amafia and Erzeroum, the 
gJJ^j^ northern regions of Anatolia were reduced to 
^ Euphnitet his, obedience : he dripped of their hereditary 
to^Da- poffeflions, his brother emirs of Ghermian aod 
Caramania, of Aidin and Sacukhan ;. and after 
the conqueil of Icpnium, the ancient kingdom 
of the Seljukians again revived in the Ottoman 
dynafty* Nor were the conquefts of Bajazet 
lefs rapid or important in Europe; No foooer 
had he impofed a regular form of fervitude 
on the Servians and Bulgarians, than he pa^ed 
the Danube to feek new enemies and new 
fubjedls in the heart of Moldavia '\ Whatever 
yet adhered to the Greek empire in Thrace, 
> Macedonia, and Theflaly, acknowledged a 
Turkifli mailer : an obfequious bifhop led him 
through the gates of Thermopylae into Greece: 
and we may obferve, as a fingular fad, that 
the widow of a Spaniih chief, who poffeffed 
the ancient feat of the oracle of Delphi, de- 
ferved his favour by the facrifice of a beau- 
teous daughter. The Turkifli communicatiofl 

qucrors and poets of every age havefilt the truth of a fyftem wto* 
derives the fublime from the principle of tenor. 

*^ Cantemir, who celebrates the vidlories of the great Stephen over 
the Turks (p. 47.)> had coxnpofed the ancient and modem Ibite tf^ 
principality of M<ddavia, which has been long proHiiiedj and i<'°'' 
unpvbliihed. 

between 
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T>etween Europe and Afia had been dangerous, c H A F. 
and doubtful, till he Rationed at Gallipoli a fieet ^^^* 
of gallies, to command the Hellelpont ind inter- 
cept the Latin fuccours of Conftantinople. While 
th# monarch indulged his paffions in aboundlels 
range ofinjuftice and cruelty, he impofedon his 
Ibldlers the moft rigid laws of modefty and abfti- 
nence; and the harveft was peaceably reaped and 
fold within the precintfits of his camp. Provoked 
by the loofe and corrupt admiftift ration of juftice, 
he colle6led in a houfe the judges and lawyers of 
his dominions, who expe6led that in a few mo- 
ments the fire would be kindled to reduce them 
to afhes. His minifters trembled in filence : but 
an JBthiopian buffoon prefumed to infinuate tlie 
true caufe of the evil ; and future venality was 
left without excufe, by .annexing an adequate fa- 
lary to the office of cadhi ^^ The Immble title 
of emir was no longer fuitable to the Ottoman 
greatnfefs ; and Bajazet coiidefcended to accept a 
patent of fultan from the caliphs who ferved in 
Egypt under the yoke of the Mamalukes" : a 
laft arid frivolous homage that was yielded by 
ibrce to opinion ; by the Turkifh conquerors to 
the houfe of Abbas and the fucceflTors of the Ara- 
hian prophet. The ambition of the Sultan was 

^ Leunclav. AnnaL Turcici* p- 3189 319* The venality, of the 
-cadhis has long been an obje^ of fcandal and fatire ; and if we dijf> 
trufi the obfervations of our travellers, we may confult die feelmg oJP 
the Turks themfelves (D'Herbelot, Bibliot. Orientale^ p.2iz6y2X7« 
afa9f23o*> 

^' The ^^9 which is atteibd by the Arabic faiftory of Ben Schouaah^ 
a contemporary Syrian (de Ouignes, Hift. des Hunsi torn. iv. p.336«^ 
deftrpy« the teftimony of Saad Eifendi and Cantemir (p. 149 is*)f of 
ihe election of Othxnaft to the dignity of fultan. 

VOL. XI. QG inflamed 
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CHAP, inflamed by the oUigation of deferving this ait- 
guft title : and he turned his arms againft the 
kingdom of Hungary, the perpetual theatre of 
the Turkiih victories and defeats. Sigifmond, the 
Hungarian king, was the fon and brother of the 
Emperors of the Weft : his caufe was that of Eu- 
rope and the church : and on the report of his 
danger, the braveft knights of France and Ger- 
many were eager to march under his ftandard and 
Batde of that of the crofs. In the battle of Nicopolis, Ba- 
^^J^^'* jazet defeated a confederate army of an hundred 
&pt«38« thoufand Chriftians, who had proudly boafted^ 
that if the flcy 0iould fall, they could uphold it on 
their lancea. The far greater part were flain or 
driven into theDanube; and Sigifmond, efcaping 
to Conftantinople by the river and the Black 
Sea, returned after a long circuit to his exhaufted 
kingdom "*% In the pride of vidlory Bajazet 
threatened that he would befiege Buda ; that he 
would fubdue the adjacent countries of Ger- 
many and Italy ; and that he would feed his 
horfe with a bufiiel of oats on the altar of Su 
Peter at Rome* His progrefs was checked, not 
by the miraculous interpofitioa of the apollle j 
uot by a crufade of the Chriftian powers, but 
by a long and painful fit of the gout. The 
diforders of the 'moral, are fometimes corre6led 
by thofe of the phyfical, world j and an 
acrimonious humour falling on a Angle fibre of 

** See the Decadet Rerum Himgaricarum (Dec.iii. l.u. p.379.) 
of BonfiaiQty an luliaiii v/kof in the xvth c(»)tuxy» was invited inta 
Hungaiy to compoifi an eioqaent hifiory of that kingdom. Yet, if h 
he esfitant md acceiBble^ I fluwdd give the prefi»reace tQ fome bonwty 

chroaici? of the time' aad country. 

one 
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one man, may prevent or fufpend the mifery of c H A P. 
nations. Lxnr. 

Such is the general idea of the Hungarian war; Crufade 
but the difeftrous adventure of the French has *?^^p^' 
procured us fome memorials which illuftrate the p^ch 
viftofy and character of Bajazet*'. The Duke pnnces, 
of Burgundy, fovereign of Flanders, and uncle 1396*— 
of Charles the Sixth, yielded to the ardour of his U9^ 
fbn, John Count of Nevers ; and the fearleft 
youth was accompanied by four princes, his cou- 
fliis, and thofe of the French monarch. Their 
inexperience was guided by the Sire de Coucy 
one of the bell and oldeft captains of Chriften- 
dom ** ; but the conftable, admiral, and marfliat, 
of FVance*' commanded an army which did not 
exceed the number of a thoufand knights and 
fquires. Thefe Iplendid names were the fource 
of prefumption and the bane of difcipline. So 

*' I fliould not complain of the labour of thu work, if my materials 
were always deriv^ from fuch books af the chronicle of honeft Froiflard 
(voLiv; c. 67. 69. 7a. 74« 79—83.85.87.89.), who read little, enquired 
much, and believed all. The original Memoirs of the Marechal de 
Boucicault (Partie u c. 2% — 28«) add fome fatfls, but they are dry aa4 
deficient, if compared with the pleafant gamility of Froiflard. 

** An accurate Memoir on the Life of Equerrand VTI. Sire de Coucy, 
has been given by the Baron de Zurlanben, (HilL de PAcademle det 
Infcriptions, tom« xxt.). His rank and poiTefiions were equally con* 
fiderable in France and England; and, in 1375, he led an army of zd* . 
"venturers into Switzerland, to recover a large patrimony which he 
claimed in right of his grandmother, the daughter of tJie Emperor 
Albert I. of Auftria (Sinner, Voyage dans la Suifle Occidentale, 
torn. i. p. 1 18 — 124.). 

" That military office, fo refpe<Sbble at prefent, was ftill more con- 
fpicuous when it was divided between twd perfons (Daniel, Hift. de la 
Milice Frangoife, tom. ii. p. 5.). One <rf thefe, the marfhal of the 
cniiadey was the famous Boucicault, who aftefwi|rds defended Qou- 
ftantinople, governed Genoa, invaded^ the coaft of Alia, and died in 
|he field of Azincoun 
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CHAP, many might afpire tq cppmapd, that: none w^ro 
JJ-\ willing to obey; theirnational fpiritdel]pifedbotb 
their enemies and their allies ; and in the perfua« 
^Q^ that Bajazet "woul^ fiy, or mtfft fall, they 
began to C9];npqt^ how fpon they fhould vifit 
Conitan^nople and ^eljver the holy fepulohre. 
yfhQU their fcoute aqnounced the ^tppro^ph of 
Jh? Turl^s, the gay and thoughtlefi; youthg y^ere 
^t table, already heated with wine ; th^y inftaptly 
claiped their armour, moynted their horfes, rode 
full Ipeed to the vanguard, and relented as an 
^fiprpnt the advice of Sigifmond, which would 
have deprived them of th^ right and honour of 
t^e foremoft atts^f^k* The battle pf Nicoj^lis 
wcw^ld not have been loft, if the French would 
have obeyed the prudence of the Hungarians: 
but it might have been glorioufly won, had the 
Qungarians imitated the valour of the Frenph. 
They difperfed the firft line, confifting of the 
troops of Afia; forced a rampart of ftakes, which 
had been planted againft the cavalry j broke, after 
a bloody confli^, the Janizaries themfelves ; and 
were at length overwhelmed by the numerous 
i^uadronsthatiiTued from the woods,and charged 
on all (ides this handful oi* intrepid warriors. In 
the fpeed and fecrecy of his march, in the order 
^nd evolutions of the battle, his enemies felt and 
admired the military talents of Bajazet. They 
accufe his cruelty in the ufe of vi6lory. After 
referving the Coimt of Nevers, and four-and- 
twenty lords, whofe birth and richer were attefted 
b^ his Latin interpreters, the remaindei' of the 

lo Frendi 
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French ci^iyes^ who h^ furvive4 the fiwgH^ G H A F. 
pf the d^yj were led befpre hi? throne $ mi^ ^ ' ^^^' 
t^hey refijfed to ajigure |*ei?feith, werefucc^flively 
|>ieheaded in bi^ prefcHce. The Sultan was ^xaf- 
p^rftti^d by the lof$ of his bravjeft Janizaries j mA 
if it be true, tb^t, on the eve of the engagement, 
the French bad m^cred their Turkilb pri- 
foners^*, they might impute to themfelves th^ 
CQpfeqUences of a juft retaliation. A knight, 
wbofe life had been fpated, was permitted to re^- 
turn to Pavis, that he might relate the d^lorabla 
tale, and folicit the ranfom of the noble captive^?. 
In thi5 pieao while, the Count 0f Nevers, with th^ 
jirinces and barqns of France, were dragged along 
in the m^rchea of the Turkifli cttmp, expofed U9 
a griiteful trophy to the Moflems of Europe and 
Afia, and flri6lly confined at Bourfa, as often a? 
Bj^ajs^t r^fided in his capital. The Sults^n was 
pr^fled e^cji day to expiate with their blood the 
blood of his martyrs ; but he h£|d pronounced, 
that they fliould live, and either for mercy or 
d^ftru£l>ion his word was irrevocable* He was 
aifbred of their value and importance by the 
return of the mefienger, and the gifts and inter* 
ce(Hons of the kings of France and of Cyprus. 
Lufignan prefented him with a gold falt-cellar of 
curious workmanfliip, and of the price of ten 
thoufandducats; andCharlesthe Sixth difpatched 
by the way of Hungary a call of Norw^ian 
hawks, and fix horfe-loads of fcarlet cloth, of 



^ For Uuf odimis faa» tke Abbe de Vcrtot quotes the H!ft. Aao- 

fine 
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CHAP, fine linen of Rheims, and of Arras tapeftiy, re- 
LXiv. prefenting the battles of the great Alexander. 
After much delay, the effe6k of dillance rather 
than of art, Bajazet agreed to accept a ranfbm 
of two hundred thoufand ducats for the Count of 
Nevers and the furviving princes and barons ; the 
Marihal Boucicault, a famous warrior, was of the 
number of the fortunate j but the admiral of 
France had been flain in the battle; and the con- 
ilable, with the Sire de Coucy, died in the prifbn 
of Bourfa. This heavy demand, which was 
doubled by incidental colls, fell chiefly on the 
Duke of Burgundy, or rather on his Flemifli 
fubje6ls, who were bound by the feudal laws to 
contribute for the knighthood and captivity of 
the eldeft fon of their lord. For the faithful dif- 
charge of the debt, fome merchants of Genoa 
gave fecurity to the amount of five times the 
fum ; a leflbn to thofe w^riike times, that com- 
merce and credit are the links of the fociety of 
nations. It had been ftipulated in the treaty, 
that the French captives fhould fwear never to 
bear arras againft the perfon of their conqueror; 
but the ungenerous reftraint was abolilhed by 
Bajazet himfelf. " I defpife," faid he to the 
heir of Burgundy, ** thy oaths and thy arms. 
^^ Thou art young, and mayeft be ambitious of 
*^ effacing the difgrace or misfortune of thy firft 
^ chivalry. Affemble thy powers, proclaim thy 
^^ defign, and be afTured that Bajazet will rejoice 
<< to meet thee a fecond time in the field of bat- 
*? tie." Before their departure, they were in- 
dulged in the freedom and hofpitaKty of the court 

\ 9^ 



' OF THE ROMAN EMPIRE. 4^5 

of Bourfa. The French princes admired the chap. 
magnificence of the Ottoman, whofe hunting and ^^^'^ 
hawking equipage was corapofed of feven thou- 
fandhuntfmen and feven thoufandfalconers*^ In 
their prefence, and at his command, the belly of 
one of his chamberlains was cut open, on a com- 
plaint againfl him for drinking the goat's-milk of 

^ a poor wpman. The llrangers were aftoniftied by 

^ this a6l of juflice; but it was the juftice of a 
fultan who difdains to balance the weight of 

^ evidence, or to meafure the degrees of guilt. 

After his enfrauchifement from an oppreffive The Em- 
guardian, John Palaeologus remained thirty-fix P^^^'' ^^^ 
years, the helplefs, and, as it fliould feem, the a^dTis^! 
carelefs fpefilator of the public ruin ^. Love, or J"^ 8— 

' rather luft, was his only vigorous paffion j and in ' '^^^^' 



the embraces of the wives and virgins of the 
city, the Turkifti Have forgot the diflionour of 
the Emperor of the Romans. Andronicus, his 
eldeft fon, had formed, at Adrianople, an inti- 
mate and guilty friendfliip with Sauzes, the fon 
of Amurath ; and the two youths confpired 
againft the authority and lives of their parents. 
The prefence of Amurath in Europe foon difco- 



'* Sherefeddin Ali (Hift. de TimDur Bee, 1. v. c. 13.) j^llows Ba- 
jazet a round number of ia,ooo officers and fervants of the chafe. A 
part of his fpoih was afterwards dHplayed in a hunting match of 
Timour: i, hounds with latin houfings; 2. leopards with collars fet 
with jewels ; 3. Grecian greyhounds ; and, 4. dogs from Europe, as 
ibrong as Afiican lions (idem, 1. vi. c. 15.). Bajazet was particularly 
£ond of flying his hawks at cranes (Chalcocondyles, 1. ii« p. 3 j.)* 

^ Fer the reigns of John Palaeologus and his fon Manuel, from 
X354 to 1402, fee Ducas, c. 9— 15. Phranza, I. u c. 16— 2 1^ and the 
iil and iid books of Cbaitcocoodylesy whofe propw fubje^. ig drowned in 
a f]M Qf epifpde. 

vered 
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CHAP, veredand diffipated their faft iounffels; add, 
'^y^ ^^^ depriving Sauzes of his fiighf , the Ottoman 
threatened his vaflkl with the treatment of an 
accomplice and an enemy, unlefs he infli6ted a 
fimilar puniffiment oa his own fon. Falatologus 
trembled and obeyed ; and ai cruel precaution 
involved in the fame feritence the childhoo^d and 
innocence of John the fon of the criminall. But 
the operattioft was fo mildly, or fo* ikilfully, per- 
formed, that the one retamed the fight of an eye, 
and the other was afflidled only with thB infirmity 
Difcordof of fquintiug. Thus excluded from the fuceef- 
thcGrceks. fjQ^^ the twoptinces were confined in the tower 
of Anema ; and the piety of Manual!, the fecond 
fon of the reigning monarch, was rewarded with 
the gift of the Irrtperial cic^h. But at the end 
of two years, ihe turbulence of the LatiiW afird the 
levity of the Greeks produced a revofutiort j and 
the tVeo emperors were buriied in the tower from 
whence the two prifohers were exalted to the 
throne. Another period of two years afiforded 
Pala^iogus and Manuel the means of efcape : it 
was contrived by the magic or fubtlety of a nrronk, 
who wds alternately hamed the anget ot the d6vih 
they fled to Scutari; their adherents armed 
in their caufe j and the two Byzantine famous 
diiplayed the ambition and animofity with 
which Caefar and Potttpey had difputed the 
empire of the world. The Roman world was 
now contra6led to a comer of Thrace, between 
the Propontis and the Black Si^a, about fifty 
miles in length and thirty in breadth; a fpace of 
ground not more extenfive than the teflfer prin- 

cipalities 
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cipalities of Germany or Italy, if the remains of c H A p, 
Cpnftantinople had not dill reprefented thewealth , ,^-^^'^ 
and populoufnefs of a kingdom. To reftore the 
public peace, it was found neceflary to divide this 
fragment of the empire ; and while Palaeologus and 
Manuel were left in poiTeflion of the capital ,almo{l 
all that lay without the walls was ceded to the 
blind princes, who fixed their refidence at Rho- 
dofto and Selybria. In the tranquil flumber of 
* royalty, the paffions of John Palaeologus furvived 
his reafon and liis ftrength j he deprived his fa- 
vourite and heir of a blooming princefs of Tre- 
bizond ; and while the feeble Emperor laboured 
to confummate his nuptials, Manuel, with an 
hundred of the nobleft Greeks, was fent on a 
peremptory fummons to the Ottoman jporfe. They 
ferved with honour in the wars of Bajazet ; but a 
plan of fortifying Conftantinople excited his jea- 
' loufy : he threatened their liVes } the new works 

)^ were inftantly demolilhed : and we fliall beftow 

c^l a praife, perhaps above the merit of Palaeologus, 

- if we impute this laft humiliation as the caufe of 

i' his death, 

>' ' The earlieil intelligence of that event was com- TheEmpc- 
tc municated toManuel,whoefcapedwith Ijpeed and T^^""^^* 

fecrely from the palace of Bourfa to the Byzan- — i4a5^^ 
3 tine throne. Bajazet affected a proud indifference '^"^^ *^' 

!^ at the lofs of this valuable pledge j and while he 

If: purfued hjis conquefts in Europe and Afia, he left 

a the Emperor to ftruggle with his blind coufin 

£ John of Selybria, who, in eight years of civil war, 

i afferted his right of primogeniture. At length, 

f the ambition of the vidlorious Sultan pointed to 
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CHAP, the conqueft of Conftantinople ; but he lifteneJ 
^^^"^ to the advice of his vizir, who reprefented, that 
fuch an enterprife itiight unite the powers of 
Chriftendom in a fecond and more formidable 
crulade. His eplftJe to the Emperor was con- 
Diftrefs of ceived in thefe words : *' By the divine cle- 
nOTic,"^' " mency, our invincible fcymetar has reduced 
A. D. 1395 « to our obedience almoft all Afia, with many 
— Mo». u ^jj J \avge countries in Europe, excepting only 
" the city of Conftantinople : for beyond the 
*« walls thpu baft nothing left. Refign that city ; 
" ftipulate thy reward ; ot tremble, for thyfelf 
«* and thy unhappy people^ at the confequences 
" of a rafli refufal/' But his ambafladors were 
inftru£ted to fbften their tone, and to propofe a 
treaty, which was fubfcribed with fubmiffion and 
gratitude* A truce often years was purchafed 
by an annual tribute of thirty thoufand crowns of 
gold : the Greeks deplored the public toleration 
0( the latr of Mahomet, and Bajazet enjoyed the 
glory of eftablifhirtg a Turkifii cadhi, and found- 
ing a royal mofch in the metropolis of the Eaftem 
church *\ Yet this truce was foon violated by 
the reftlefs fultan : in the caufe of the Prince of 
Selybria, the lawful emperor, an army of Otto- 
mans again threati^Ued Conftantinople ; and the 
diftrefs of Manuel implored the^prote6lion of the 
King of France. His plaintive embafly obtained 
much pity and fome relief } and the condudl of 
the fuccour was entrufted to the marflial Bouci- 

^ CantemiTy p. $0, — S3' Of the Greeksy Dncas alone (c. 13. 15.) 
acknowledges the Turkiih cadhi at Conaantineple. Yet even Ducas 

cUiTembles the snofch. 
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cault^% whofe religious chivalry was inflamed by c H A R 
the defire of revenging his captivity on the infi* J^^*^^^ 
dels. He failed with four fhips of war, from 
Aiguefmortes to the Hellefpont ; forced the paf^ 
fage, which was guarded by Ifeventeen Turkifh 
gallies ; landed at Conftantinople a fupply of lix 
hundred men at arms and fixteeil hundred 
archers ; and reviewed them in the adjacent plain^ 
without condeibendiilg to number or array the 
multitude of Greeks. By his prefence the block-^ 
ade was raifed both by fed and land j the flying 
fquadrons of Bajazet were driven to a more re^ 
fpe6lful diftance ; and feveral caillea in Europe 
and Alia were ftormed by the Emperor and the 
Marlhal, who fought with equal valour by each 
other's fide. But the Ottomans foon returned 
with an increafe of numbers ; and the intrepid 
Boucicault, after a year's ftruggle, refolved to 
evacuate a country, which could no longer afford 
either pay or provifions for his foldiers. The 
marflial offered to condu6t Manuel to the French 
court, where he might folicit in perfon a fupply 
of men and money j andadvifed in the meanwhile, 
that to extinguiih all domeftic difcord^ he Ihould 
leave his blind competitor on the throne. The 
propofal was embraced : the Prince of Selybria 
was introduced to the capital ; and fuch was the 
public mifery, that the lot of the exile feemed 
more fortunate than that of the fovereign. In- 
ftead of applauding the fuccefs of his vaffal, the 

^ Memoires du bon MdEre Jean le Malngre} dit Boucicault Ma^ 
rechal de France^ partie ire^ c. 30. $$• 

Turkifii 
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CHAP. Turkiih Sultan claimed the city as his own ; and 
^^^' ^ on the refufal of the Emperor John,' Conftanti- 
nople was more clofely preffed by the calamities 
of war and famine. Againft fuch an enemy, 
prayers and refiftance were alike unavailing ; 
and the favage would have devoured his prey, if, 
in the fatal moment, he had not been overthrown 
by another favage ftronger than himfelf. By 
the victory of Timour or Tamerlane, the fall of 
Conllantinople was delayed about fifty years ; 
and this important, though accidental fervice 
may juftly introduce the life and chara6ler of the 
Mogul conqueror. 
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